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Ferguson, Missouri 
 

 I cannot imagine what it must be like to be a black man in America.  I cannot imagine what 
it must be like to be followed in stores; to be presumed guilty; to be afraid of walking alone in 
“safe” neighborhoods; to be villainized and, therefore, victimized; and, to have to work twice as 
hard to get half as far in our supposed meritocracy.  

I simply cannot imagine. 
The African-American youth that have been protesting in Ferguson, Missouri since the 

shooting of Michael Brown are doing so, because they are tired of being treated as if they do not 
matter. Regardless of what happened in the police car between Officer Darren Wilson and Mr. 
Brown, and regardless of what happened in the moments leading up to their encounter, in the end, 
another unarmed, young, black man was shot dead by a white policeman; this one, in the middle 
of the street in broad daylight. And, what other black youth saw in that moment was a reaffirmation 
of their daily reality; namely, that to them, no matter how hard they work, no matter how “good” 
and lawful they may be, no matter how much they do all the right things to make it in our society … 
no matter what, the system – our system – is rigged against them, and they could very easily end 
up dead because of it. Their eyes say it all:  

 
In our eyes, they are all Michael Brown. 

 
 I, a white man, do not get stopped by police for driving a bit too fast. I do not get stopped for 
driving too slow. I do not get stopped for not wearing a seat belt, for a tail light being out, or for not 
using a turn signal. I do not get stopped for walking on the street or for appearing to be out of 
place in a given neighborhood. And, if and when I do get stopped, I do not have to worry about 
dying in the ensuing interaction.  
 I, a white man, do not have to teach my three boys how to de-escalate a police officer’s fear 
of them should one confront them.  I do not have to teach them that one’s immediate response to 
a police officer’s “Hands up” must be: 

 
“Don’t shoot!” 

 
Discussions of white privilege do not grow out of white, liberal guilt. To suggest so is to 

demean the realities of being black in America – realities that I, as a white man, cannot begin to 
feel, know, express, or represent. Rather, discussions of white privilege are about raising 
awareness that the advantages we have in our society due to something as absurdly arbitrary as a 
pigment of our skin are advantages to be acknowledged, appreciated, and shared with those who 
do not. 
 You cannot pull yourself up by your bootstraps if the boots you have been given continue to 
have their straps cut short or removed all together. 
 We, white America, are the keepers of the scissors. What would happen were we ever to 
decide to put them away? 

I simply cannot imagine. 
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

    
  

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
 

November 7 Shabbat Vayeira 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 18:1-22:24 

Haftarah: II Kings 4:1-37  
 Singing Shabbat 
 Please note different location: TAKIFF CENTER 
  
November 14 Shabbat Chayei Sarah 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 23:1-25:18 
  Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31 
 Please note different start time 
 1

st
 and 2

nd
 Grade Shabbat Service 

 
November 21 Shabbat Tol’dot 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 25:19-28:9 

Haftarah:  Malachi 1:1-2:7  
 Guest Speaker: Reverend Randall Harris 
 
November 28 Shabbat Vayeitzei 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 28:10-32:3 

Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10 
   

  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 

 
Please join us on Saturdays, November 8 and 
22 at the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson 
(849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) at 8:30 a.m. for our 
November Shabbat morning minyanim.  This 
hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat.  People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  

 

Reverend Randall Harris to Speak at  

Shabbat Services on November 21 
 
Once again, we welcome as our guest speaker 
Reverend Randall Harris of Faith Community 
Church. Rev. Harris is a man of deep spirit and 
conviction and a passionate advocate for justice 
and change. This year, he will be with us on 
November 21 at our 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service. 
We hope you will join us in welcoming him. 
 

 

 

 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the opportunity to do 
so.  If you would like to host a fellow congregant 
for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a place 
to go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia 
Dresser (847-945-6095). 

 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out 
to one another.  If you know of anyone in our 
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death 
in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864).  

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Oneg Hosts Needed 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 

throughout the year, especially December 26 and during 

the spring and summer months. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to help 
support Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat 
mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with 
the congregation.  Many people have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.   
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please contact Betty 
Burrows (847-509-2287 or bettyburrows.phd@gmail.com) to 
reserve a date. 

 

Come to the Rabbi’s Tisch 
 
Join Rabbi Elder for a tisch* on Friday, November 7 after 
Singing Shabbat services at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe). We’ll learn a little, schmooze a little, sing a 
little, and enjoy one another’s company. 
 
*A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit around 
after Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim (wordless 
melodies), and study the weekly Torah portion 

 

Celebration Oneg on November 28 
 
Please join Elaine and Jerry Friedman as they 
celebrate their 65

th
 wedding anniversary, and 

Jerry’s 90
th
 birthday.  

 
They will host a special oneg after Shabbat 
services that evening.  

 

mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
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Mazal Tov to… 

 
David and Bonnie Garfield on the marriage of their 
daughter, Jenny, to Jeff Glazer. 
 
Roman Gofman and Valentina Shekhter, on the 
marriage of their daughter, Irene, to Ari Brettman. 

 
 

 

Condolences to… 

 
Christine Adler and family on the loss of her father, Ronald 
Hardiek. 
 
Scott Goldstein and family on the loss of his mother, Beverly 
Goldstein. 
 
Joe Greenberg and family on the loss of his mother, Joan 
Greenberg. 
 
Phil Siegel and family on the loss of his father, Jack Siegel. 
 
Rachel Whidden and family on the loss of her grandmother, 
Lucy Errington. 
 
Steve Yousha and family on the loss of his uncle, Sol 
Yousha. 

Mazal Tov to the Following B’not Mitzvah 

 
November 8 – Sarah Snyder 

November 29 – Leah Feldman 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Member News  
 

Please help us in welcoming… 
    

Elizabeth and Cory Cole and their daughters, 
Teddy and Charlotte. 
 
Pam and Eliot Tokowitz and their children, Charlie 
and Cameron. 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

There are Two Ways to find Hakafa on Facebook 
 
1. Like our page:  
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page 
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you 
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of 
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 
2) Join our group:  
Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/ and ask to join. Hakafa’s Facebook group gives members the 
ability to communicate with each other. If you have an issue you want to discuss, an article or reflection you want to 
share, a meeting you want to announce, an event or organization about which you want us to know, and the like, the 
group is the place to post it. 
 
 

Thank you to… 
 
Peter Office for planning, coordinating, building, and driving 
our mobile sukkah, and to all the families that lent us their 
driveways. 

 
Everyone who worked so hard to make our High Holidays the 
special services that they were. 

Come to our Next Kumzits 
 
Kumzits (קומזיץ) is a compound-word in Hebrew 
derived from the Yiddish words קום  (come) and זיץ 
(sit). The word is used to describe an evening 
gathering where we come together and sing. Join 
us on Saturday, November 22 at the home of 
Bruce and Rona Elder (333 Green Bay Road, 
Highland Park) for havdallah, Hakafa style! We will 
sing songs both old and new - Jewish, secular, folk, 
rock … you name it!  
 
We will schmooze and nosh, too. Bring your guitars, 
mandolins, ukes, banjos, drums, harmonicas, 
hands, feet, and voices, and be ready for a 
wonderful, musical time! 

 

Kadima 
 

Join Kadima on Sunday, December 7 for “A Night in Italy.” 
Get together to share an Italian feast and enjoy a discussion 
about the Jewish communities of Spain and Italy.  More 
information regarding time and location will follow. Kadima 
(Hebrew for "forward") is primarily for members of adult-only 
households, though any Hakafa member is invited 
to participate.  Please contact Betsy Hersher 
(hersherb@hersher.com or 847-945-5974) with questions. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT4201_com_zimbra_email%22));


 
 

Mark Your Calendars for Two Upcoming Speakers 
Co-Sponsored by Congregation Hakafa 

       

 
 

PROGRAM WITH GERSHON BASKIN 
 

Thursday, November 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Beth Emet (1224 Dempster, Evanston) 
 
 

Operation Protective Edge (Israel's Summer War in Gaza): 
Winners, Losers, and Prospects for Peace 

 

Don’t miss this opportunity to listen to the insights of one of the most recognizable names in the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process.  Gershon Baskin is dedicated to creating a culture of peace and has earned the 
trust of leaders on all sides of the century-old conflict. Gershon will share his candid insights on the numerous 
failures and successes of Operation Protective Edge and lessons learned from his years of first-hand 
experience advising Israeli, Palestinian, and International Prime Ministers on the Middle East Peace Process.  
Gershon Baskin, Ph.D., is the founding Co-Chairman of IPCRI, the Israel Palestine Center for Research and 
Information (www.ipcri.org), a columnist for The Jerusalem Post and the initiator and negotiator of the secret 
back channel for the release of Gilad Schalit, an Israeli soldier who was held captive in Gaza for five years. He 
is the author of the book, The Negotiator: Freeing Gilad Schalit from Hamas.  

 
This event is free and open to the public and is being co-sponsored by 

Beth Emet The Free Synagogue, Congregation Hakafa, and Congregation Sukkat Shalom. 
 
 

 
 

 
PROGRAM WITH JOHN PRENDERGAST 
 
Thursday, December 4, 7:00 p.m.  
Lakeside Congregation  
(1221 County Line Rd, Highland Park) 

 
 

Ten Years After Genocide Declared In Darfur: 
Hope for Sudan and South Sudan? 

 
John Prendergast is an expert on conflict resolution in Africa and a world renown human rights activist.  He is 
the founding director of Enough Project, co-founder of the Satellite Sentinel Project, and author of both Unlikely 
Brothers and New York Times best seller, Not On Our Watch. 
 

This event is free and open to the public and is being co-sponsored by 
Congregation Hakafa, Congregation Solel, Lakeside Congregation, and Temple Beth-El of Northbrook. 
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Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on 
Thursday, November 6 at the office of Phil Zisook (225 
W. Washington Street, Suite 1700, Chicago).  Bring your 
own lunch and prepare to participate in a lively discussion 
with Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always welcome.  
 

Movie Group 
 
The film group will screen Wadjda on Saturday, 
November 15 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe.)  Wadjda is a 2012 Saudi Arabian–German film, 
written and directed by Haifaa al-Mansour. It was the first 
feature film shot entirely in Saudi Arabia and the first 
feature-length film made by a female Saudi director. It 
won numerous awards at film festivals around the world. 
The film was selected as the Saudi Arabian entry for the 
Best Foreign Language Film at the 86th Academy Awards 
- the first time the country made a submission for the 
Oscars.  This hugely endearing tale of a 10-year-old girl 
prepared to do anything for a bicycle of her own 
illuminates the difficulties faced by Saudi women—and 
filmmakers—in a male-dominated world. 

Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our office. We’ll be 
ordering pizza from Little Red Hen. Contact Mike 
Solomon (847-835-2040 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) 
by noon on the 15th to R.S.V.P. for dinner ($5 per 
person). Or, come directly to our office for the movie. Feel 
free to bring friends, family, beverages, or a nosh.  

 
 

 
 

Sunday Morning Coffee, Snacks, and 

Conversation for Adults – Volunteers Needed 
 
Congregation members take turns each Sunday 
providing coffee and breakfast snacks for the adults in 
between the morning service and adult education 
sessions. Please join us for some good drinks, food, and 
conversation!  Volunteers are needed to sign up for a 
date to provide the drinks/food (Hakafa will reimburse 
you.).  If you can help out, contact Jennifer Hirsch 
(jhirsch683@gmail.com or 847-581-9062). 

 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice your 
Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, 
please join us on Tuesday, November 11 at noon at 
the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 

floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and 
conversation – all in Hebrew! 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our 
November sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, November 4 and 18 
at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison Blakley Davis 
and Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, 
Northbrook).   
 
Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about 
what halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life.   

Adult Education  
 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 

If you are interested in learning Torah, we would 
love for you to join us on either Tuesday evenings 

and/or Wednesday mornings: 
 
Wednesday Afternoons 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
Our offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church  
213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe 

 
Note New Location For The Winter Months! 

 
NOTE:  We will not meet on November 26. 

 
Tuesday Evenings  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
Our offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church  
213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe 
 

 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 

 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on 
Thursday, November 20 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of 
Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  Join 
us for a lively conversation with Rabbi Elder!  New 
participants are always welcome.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haifaa_al-Mansour
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Foreign_Language_Film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/86th_Academy_Awards
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm5152687
mailto:jhirsch683@gmail.com
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities – Takiff Center 10:35 a.m. 
 

November 2 
Voices from Israel and the Palestinian Territories 
For most of us, the only voices we did not hear during this summer’s Gaza conflict were those of everyday Israelis and 
Palestinians. During our time together, we will talk with residents of Israel and the Palestinian territories, hearing about 
how they experienced the war, how it affected them, and how it changed their views on the situation moving forward.  
We will Skype with three or four individuals separately, each for twenty minutes or so, to hear their stories and to ask 
them questions.  

 
Culture – Jewish Cooking:  Souper Soups with Linda Harth 
Soups are a great addition to any Shabbat or holiday meal!  Learn to make three different soups - just in time for the 
cold weather to hit!  Linda Harth will share her recipes for butternut squash soup, mushroom barley soup, and broccoli 
soup - all dairy free!  Because the Takiff Center kitchen is small and we need to know how much of each ingredient to 
purchase, please R.S.V.P. for this class by contacting Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687).  
 
November 9 
Study – Dr. Claire Sufrin will discuss "Judaism Since Gender" in three sessions. The series will address how Jewish 
women and girls are affected by women taking on changing roles in Judaism, and the impact on men and boys, as 
well.  The number of women studying to be rabbis in the Reform movement is now equal to that of men, and there is 
even an Orthodox Jewish program to ordain female clergy.  She will also discuss other sociological changes in 
American Judaism, Jewish feminist theologies and an examination of liturgy influenced by feminism.  Dr. Sufrin is 
Lecturer in the Religious Studies Dept. at Northwestern University. 

 
Culture – Yoga with Sharon Galindo 
Bring your own yoga mat and meet Sharyn in the Takiff Center Community Hall for our next yoga session! 
  
Discussion – Amy Luban, JCFS (Jewish Child and Family Services) Community Service Program Director, will lead a 
discussion on “Balancing Work, Family, and Life: The Sandwich Generation.” 
 
November 16 
Study – Dr. Claire Sufrin will continue to discuss “Judaism Since Gender.” 

 
Culture – Embroidery with Sylvia Dresser: Fiber and textiles are part of the tradition of Jewish art, both ritual and 
otherwise. On November 16, Hakafa member Sylvia Dresser will be teaching an introduction to embroidery workshop.   
Please email or call her to register (or with questions) before November 9 - sylviadresser@gmail.com or 847-945-
6095.  Materials and instruction will be provided. 

 
Discussion – Israel:  A Facilitated Discussion 
Following up on both our November 2 session and the presentation by Gershon Baskin (see the insert after page 3 for 
details), Rabbi Elder will facilitate a conversation to enable congregants to process what we heard, what we learned, 
what questions we still have, and what we are feeling about the Israel/Palestinian conflict. 

 
November 23 
Study – Dr. Claire Sufrin will continue to discuss “Judaism Since Gender.” 

 
Culture – Poetry/Writing with Stacey Robinson 
Hallelujah! Praise God!  Sounds strange, doesn't it? And yet, so many of our prayers are devoted to this idea: praise 
God. We will explore this idea through a discussion of Psalm 150, the "Hallelujah psalm."  We will look at other prayers 
as well, not just the "set prayers" that are found in the service, but also prayers and psalms offered by other writers, 
focusing especially on Leonard Cohen's "Hallelujah." After exploring these themes, we will put pen to paper and do 
some writing. Like Leonard Cohen, we will each offer our own "hallelujah."  
 
Discussion – Rabbi Elder will lead a discussion on Do we need Jewish ritual and practice in our lives?  Continuing 
with our conversation of what it means to be a Jewish adult, we will discuss the role of ritual and practice in our 
personal, familial, and communal lives. Is there meaning in ritual? What, exactly, is Jewish practice? Do we really need 
either? Our session will focus on these and other questions. 

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
mailto:sylviadresser@gmail.com
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Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 

Annual Winter Coat Drive 

 
Once again, Hakafa is collecting winter coats for 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) children. Coats will 
be brought to impoverished children who are in 
grades K-8.  Gently used, CLEAN as well as new 
coats are welcome donations.   
 
Please place your donations in the blue bins that will 
be in the lobby of the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe) through December 31.  Thank you, 
in advance, for your generosity!  Contact Hakafa 
member, Barb Scott (bams4@comcast.net) with 
questions.  
 

 

The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location. 
 
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building; services take place on far 
side of the building 
 
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms. 
 
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step stairway inside 
building for Torah Study (ramp available); elevator available (with assistance) to second floor for movie night 
 
Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. 
 
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Elder Household (rabbi@hakafa.org): Two steps up into the house onto the main level of a tri-level. Bathrooms are on 
top and bottom levels – five steps up or down. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building 

 
Office of Phil Zisook (zisook@dlec.com): 17

th
 floor of accessible building 

 
A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Social Action  
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 

A Just Harvest:  Feeding People who are Hungry 

and Working to Reduce Hunger! 

 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A 
Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  The 
kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, and 
each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience.  The volunteer roster still has 
many openings.  Even if you won’t be available to serve 
at the kitchen, you can participate by purchasing food or 
simply by contributing financially, a critical need.  If you 
would like to help, please contact Joan Fishman (847-
853-1766 or j.fishman@sbcglobal.net). 
 

 

Environmental Committee 
 

We have our snazzy, new, re-usable, Hakafa shopping bags, and Hakafa water bottles - and that's just a start!  In the 
coming months, we will be looking at many ways to "green up" Hakafa's activities.  In the meantime, many congregants 
have expressed concern that we still use plastic water bottles at our events.   We are looking to rectify this and are 
exploring other options. Watch for meeting dates and times. Contact Fred Miller (fmillermd@gmail.com) with 
questions.  

mailto:bams4@comcast.net
mailto:bams4@comcast.net
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:j.fishman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fmillermd@gmail.com


 

                                                                                                                                                 

         Hakafa Youth News  
 
 
 
 

Note from the Director of Education 

 

It has been a whirlwind couple of months with the 

beginning of school and our holidays!  This month we 

have a few special events happening.  On November 

9, our 9th grade film class will be going to a movie that 

is being presented by the Chicago Festival of Israeli 

Cinema.  We are so excited to have them participate 

and support this wonderful festival. 

   

On Friday night, November 14, our 1st and 2nd graders 

will participate in our Shabbat Service.  They are 

preparing for this service and are looking forward to it! 

 

On Sunday November 23, our 3rd and 4th graders and 

their parents will be having a special Family Education 

Program during which they will visit The Ark, a Jewish 

Organization that provides outreach services and a 

food pantry for the Jewish community in and around 

the city of Chicago. 

 

On Tuesdays in Hebrew School, we have begun our 

Makom Ivri (Hebrew learning center).  Alef (3rd Grade) 

through Gimmel (5th Grade) classes have been 

enjoying the various learning stations that are 

enhancing their classroom instruction. 

 

Wishing you a wonderful Hakafa month and a Happy 

Thanksgiving! 
 

L’shalom,   Bibi 

 

 
 

   1st and 2nd Grade Shabbat Service and Oneg 
 

Please join us on Friday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. at 

the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 

Winnetka) for Shabbat Services at which our 1st and 2nd 

Grade Religious School students will help lead the 

service.  Services will be followed by a special oneg in 

their honor, hosted by the families of our 1st and 2nd 

grade students!  We look forward to sharing a 

wonderful evening together. 

 

 

 

 

Tot Shabbat ! 
 

Please join the youngest members 

of Hakafa every other month for 

Tot Shabbat services with Rabbi 

Elder.  Beginning promptly at 9:00 
a.m. and lasting just ½ hour, 

children ages five and younger, 

their parents, siblings, and/or 

grandparents will participate in an interactive 

Shabbat experience of singing, dancing, stories, 

and prayer.  A short kiddush of challah, juice, and 

cookies will follow.  The next Tot Shabbat of the 

year will be held at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) on 

Saturday, November 15.  Questions?  Contact 

Rabbi Elder.  We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 

Shabbat Service 
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that 

Rabbi Elder is teaching this year, students and 

families whose b’nai mitzvah ceremonies will be 

taking place during the year after May 2015 are 

encouraged to attend the first of four Shabbat 

services on Saturday, November 22 at the North 

Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 

Glencoe).   The Workshop Service is designed to 

give b’nai mitzvah candidates and their families 

the opportunity to have hands-on practice and 

experience with all that is learned in the 

workshops.  It will also help the students to 

become familiar and comfortable with the 

service.  There will be two services:  The 10:30 a.m. 
service is for those who are having morning 
ceremonies.  The 11:45 a.m. service is for those 
who are having evening ceremonies.  The setting 
will be informal and educational.  Please contact 

Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

with questions.  

 

 

 



 

     

    

         November 2014
 

 

    

 

 

Teen CornerTeen CornerTeen CornerTeen Corner    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBYO Youth Group Goes to the 

Chicago Festival of Israeli Cinema! 
 

All 8th – 12th Graders are invited to join Hakafa's youth 
group at the Chicago Festival of Israeli Cinema at 

AMC Northbrook Court on Sunday, November 9 at 
3:00 p.m. to see “The Dove Flyer.”   It is supposed to 
be a great film!  After the movie, we will go out to 

dinner together.  We have a limited number of 

tickets, so if you can come, please email David Pollak 

ASAP (davidp2020@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

Hakafa BBYO Youth Group 

for High School Students 
 
All Hakafa high school students are invited to 
participate in our BBYO Youth Group Chapter!  We 

are very excited to announce that we have now 

officially formed our own BBYO chapter!  BBYO 

(www.bbyo.org) is the largest, teen-led, pluralistic 

Jewish youth movement, engaging over 40,000 teens 

every year.  Many exciting activities are already 

being planned for the upcoming year.  Watch your 

email inbox, Hakafa newsletter, and weekly email 

announcements for details!   

 

Hakafa high school students interested in 
participating should register for BBYO membership on 
the form found on our website (www.hakafa.org) 
following these links:  Our Community > Youth Group. 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

ENROLL YOUR CHILD IN SKIP NOW AND INVEST 

IN YOUR CHILD’S JEWISH FUTURE 
 

The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) 

program is a special savings plan that helps 

Chicago area Jewish youth visit Israel as an integral 

part of their Jewish education. Young people who 
participate in the program for the full seven years 
(grades 3-9) will have approximately $2,000, 
including interest, saved to help meet the cost of an 
Israel Experience program. SKIP funds can be used 
beginning the summer after 9th grade through age 
26. Furthermore, SKIP contributions, plus interest, are 
FULLY REFUNDABLE at any time should your son or 
daughter not participate on an Israel Experience 
program.  
   
SKIP GOAL - an Israel Experience program as part of 

each child's Jewish education. SKIP funds can be 

used for your family’s choice of a wide variety of 

approved high school or college Israel Experience 

programs.  
   
SKIP PARTNERS - Your family, your congregation, & 

the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago 

each contribute to the SKIP savings plan.  
   
SKIP ENROLLMENT - Enroll in school grades 3-6 & 

continue to make contributions through 9th grade.  
   
SKIP FACTS – More than 4,200 participants are 

currently enrolled in SKIP through more than 51 

participating congregations, & more than 1,625 

teens and young adults have used their SKIP funds to 

help them participate on an Israel Experience 

program.  
   
SKIP INFORMATION - for more information on the SKIP 

program or enrollment in SKIP, contact Hakafa liaison, 

Jenny Patterson, at jrpatterson1959@aol.com or 312-

217-0724. 

 

 

 



7 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar              November 2014 – Cheshvan/Kislev 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
  

1  
5:30 p.m. 
Dinner–Havdallah-Theater: 
An Evening of Social Justice Learning  

2  
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
     Discussion:  Voices from Israel and 
         the Palestinian Territories 
     Jewish Cooking 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

3 
 

4 
 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

5   
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
NOTE NEW WINTER LOCATION 

6 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Phil Zisook) 

 

7 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Singing Shabbat 
(TC) – NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 
 
8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (TC) 
NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 

8  

 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Sarah Snyder (AM) 

 

9 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
     Study – Claire Sufrin 
      Discussion – Balancing Work, 
                           Family, and Life 
     Yoga for Adults 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

10   Veteran’s Day 
 
 
 

11    
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

12 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 

13    

 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Program with Gershon Baskin - 
Operation Protective Edge (Israel’s 
Summer War in Gaza):  Winners, 
Losers, and Prospects for Peace  
(Beth Emet, Evanston) 

14   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – 1st and 2nd Grade 
Service (WCH) 
NOTE EARLY START TIME 

15  
 

9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

16     
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Claire Sufrin 
      Israel: A Facilitated Discussion 
     Jewish Embroidery w/Sylvia Dresser 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

17 
 

18 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

19  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service - Guest Speaker:  
Rev. Randall Harris (WCH) 

22 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 

10:30 p.m. OR 11:45 p.m. 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Kumzits (Elder Family Home) 

23 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Claire Sufrin 
      Discussion – Do we need Jewish 
              ritual and practice in our lives?         
      Jewish Poetry/Writing w/Stacy  
              Robinson 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

26 
 
 
 

 

27 Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service 

29 
 

 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Leah Feldman 

30 
 

No Religious School – Family Day 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               December 2014 – Kislev / Tevet 5775 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 2 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

3 
 

 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

4 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Program with John Prendergast –  
Ten Years After Genocide Declared 
in Darfur: Hope for Sudan and South 
Sudan? (Lakeside Congregation) 

5 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Singing Shabbat 
(WCH)  NOTE EARLY START TIME 
 
8:15 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

6 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 
 
 
B’not Mitzvah Service of 
Anna and Lily Feinerman (PM) 

7 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 
 

4:00 p.m. 
Kadima Event 

8 9 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (LOCATION TBA)    

10 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (LOCATION TBA) 

11 12 
 
 
 
 

10th Grade Retreat 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

13   10th Grade Retreat 
 

 

14  10th Grade Retreat 
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Rabbi Alison Abrams 
      Discussion – Education Justice 
      Jewish Cooking 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 
 

1:45 p.m. OR 3:00 p.m. 
2nd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

15  Newsletter Articles Due 
 

16 
 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 

 
 

First Night of 
Hanukkah 

17 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Night of Hanukkah 

18     
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 
 
 

 
3rd Night of Hanukkah 

19 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service & Congregational 
Hanukkah Celebration (WCH) 
NOTE EARLY START TIME 
 
 

4thNight of Hanukkah 

20 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 
 

5thNight of Hanukkah 

21 
 
 
 

6thNight of Hanukkah 

22 
 
 
 

7thNight of Hanukkah 

23 
 
 

 

Last Night of 
Hanukkah 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

27 
 

 

28 29 30 
 

 

31 
 

New Year’s Eve 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  

November 2014 
Table of Contents 

D’varim……...……………….1 

Prayer and Celebration……2 

Member News………………3 

Guest speaker series…Insert 

Adult Education…………….4 

Accessibility Guide…………6 

Social Action....……………..6 

Chadashot……………..Insert 

November Calendar………..7 

December Calendar….........8 

 

 

mailto:conghakafa@hakafa.org
mailto:music@hakafa.org

