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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

A View from the Other Side of the Pond 

 We American Jews do not really believe we need Israel.  We might feel a kinship to it or 
have an affinity for it, though fewer and fewer of us seem to. We might enjoy studying its history, 
debating its politics, marveling at its progress, and taking pride in its accomplishments. We might 
even say we need it. But, we do not really believe we need Israel …  

… probably, because we have never really needed it.  
I feel fortunate to live in a country that has never threatened its Jews, to live far enough 

away from Jewish existential discomfort to be able to ignore it or, perhaps even worse, to be 
sympathetically paternalistic toward those stuck in its morass. Isn’t it amazing what a giant body of 
water can do to distance us from the intimidations and abuses that so many of our Jewish brothers 
and sisters experience so often?  

It is a privilege to be secure enough in our American Jewish existence to dismiss “Never 
Again” as formulaic, tiring, and trite; to be able to perceive our relationship to our peoplehood as a 
choice; and, to be able to criticize Israel’s behavior and to allow our children to grow ambivalent 
about its existence.  

It is a privilege, and we fool ourselves when we fail to acknowledge it as such. 
Most of the world is now Judenrein, free of us Jews. And, in the majority of places in which 

communities do exist, the Jews living in them tarry in the precarious nature of their in-between-
ness.  The Jews of Brussels, though content enough with their lives are, at the same time, hopeful 
that their grandchildren will follow the Jews of Antwerp who are now choosing not to stay in 
Belgium any longer. The Jews of the Ukraine are wondering how long it will be before they will 
have to flee. The Jews of Argentina worry about their government’s complicity in attacks on Jewish 
institutions over the decades.  And, the Jews of France are scared both by the sight of the soldiers 
that now must guard their institutions and by the thought of what will happen when the army grows 
tired of their assignment. They understand that they are on the frontline of the Salafi war on the 
West and that their beloved homeland was content to leave them there unprotected; that is, until 
Charlie Hebdo forced the rest of France to take notice. 

Israel might be a luxury for us, but it is certainly a necessity for Jews elsewhere. It would 
behoove us to remember that.  

We should continue to criticize Israel’s policies, to be sure. We should continue to push it to 
treat all its citizens with equality and with the dignity they deserve, and to convince it of the 
deleterious effects of its continued occupation on the integrity of its very existence.  And, we 
should continue to teach our children to fight injustice throughout the world, especially when our 
own people are the perpetrators. 

However, when Jewish youth are at the forefront of the push for divestment from Israeli 
companies on American college campuses, and when American Jews push for the boycott of 
Israeli academics, artists, and the like in the name of a one-state solution, the message we send to 
besieged Jews around the world is clear: Our comfort trumps their reality. Such a refutation of their 
situation breeds in them utter contempt for our hubristic naiveté. 

It is a contempt that might not be unwarranted. 

–Rabbi Bruce Elder 

 

 

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the 
following evenings: 
 
May 1  Shabbat Acharei Mot-K’doshim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 16:1-20:27 

Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15  
Guest Speaker: Gail Schechter 
Singing Shabbat 
 

May 8  Shabbat Emor 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 21:1-24:23 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15:31  
   
May 15  Shabbat B’har-B’chukotai 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 25:1-27:34 
  Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 
   
May 22  Shabbat B’midbar 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 1:1-4:20 

Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22  
 Confirmation Ceremony 
 Please note early start time 
  
May 29  Shabbat Naso 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 4:21-7:89 

Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25 
 
 
 
 

   
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Please join us on Saturdays, May 2 and May 23 at the 
home of Leanne Star (314 Park Avenue, Wilmette) at 
8:30 a.m. for our May Shabbat morning minyanim.  This 
hour-long service and study is a wonderful opportunity 
to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  People of all 
ages are encouraged and welcome to join us.  

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Rabbi’s Tisch 
 
A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit 
around after Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim 
(wordless melodies), and study the weekly Torah 
portion. Join Rabbi Elder for a tisch after services on 
Friday, May 1.  We will learn a little, schmooze a little, 
sing a little, and enjoy one another’s company. 

 

Tot Shabbat 

 
Join us for our next Tot Shabbat on Saturday, May 30 at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) at 9:00 a.m. This 30-minute service is designed for children ages five and younger, their 
parents, siblings, friends, and/or grandparents.  A short kiddush of challah, juice, and cookies will follow.  

 
. 
 

Guest Speaker at Shabbat Services on May 1 
 
Join us at Singing Shabbat Services on Friday, May 1 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) to hear Gail Schechter, 
Executive Director of Open Communities, and Hakafa 
member, Sherry Medwin, speak about the work they’re 
doing on the 2015 Justice Project: The March 
Continues.  
 
This gathering, being organized for July 26 at the 
Winnetka Village Green, will commemorate when, in July 
1965 (50 years ago), Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke to 
a crowd of 10,000 on at that very location, calling for fair 
housing and racial justice. Conversation will follow at the 
Rabbi’s Tisch after the service. 
 

Share Your Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would 
like to share holidays with fellow congregants and do 
not have the opportunity to do so.  If you would like to 
host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if you 
need or want a place to go for the holidays, please 
contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 
  

 
Confirmation 

 

The entire congregation is cordially invited to the 
Confirmation of our Eleventh Grade Students at 
Shabbat Services on Friday, May 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
(PLEASE NOTE EARLY TIME) at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). 
We congratulate our confirmation class of 5775 and 
their families: 
 
Jordyn Cohen, Mason Delman, Noah Elder, Lucy Fogel,  
Henry Greenberg, Sophie Lieberman, Charlotte Office, 

Ilana Rosenberg, Dylan Turner, Gracee Wallach,  
Ke’alohi Wean, Faith Wilansky, Lucy Yellen 

 
An oneg, hosted by the families of our Confirmation 
Class, will follow the service. 
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Join Us for a Lag BaOmer Bonfire 
 
On Wednesday evening, May 6, beginning at 6:00 p.m. we will 
gather on the shore of Lake Michigan on the deck at the Park 
Avenue Clubhouse / North Shore Yacht Club in Highland Park 
(21 Park Avenue, Highland Park) for Hakafa’s annual Lag 
Ba’Omer bonfire! You bring dinner, we’ll provide the s’mores!  
 
We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days starting 
from the second day of Passover. On the fiftieth day, we celebrate 
the festival of Shavuot, commemorating the giving of the Torah. This 
50-day period is called “Counting the Omer.” The Omer was a 
barley offering brought to the Temple on the day we start counting, 
the second day of Passover. “Lag Ba’Omer” is the thirty-third day of 
counting the Omer. The word “Lag” means 33 because it is 
comprised of the letters “lamud” and “gimmel,” corresponding to the 
numerical values of “30” and “3.” In the time of Rabbi Akiva, who 
witnessed the destruction of the Second Temple and who was the 
greatest Torah Sage of his generation, 24,000 of his disciples died 
in an epidemic during the counting of the Omer. Since the epidemic 
was suspended on the 33rd day, Lag BaOmer has become a joyous 
day of celebration, complete with bonfires – especially in Israel.  
 
So, come join us around the fire on the clubhouse deck overlooking 
Lake Michigan for dinner, singing, and dessert!  
 
To get to the clubhouse, go east on Park Avenue in Highland Park. The 
road dead-ends at the lake. The clubhouse is just to the right. There is 
parking next to it.  

 
 

Shavuot 5775 
Shavuot (pronounced shah-voo-OAT) occurs on the sixth day of the Hebrew month of Sivan (beginning at sundown on 
Saturday, May 23 this year). It is the second of three pilgrimage festivals (Passover and Sukkot are the other two), and 
is a day on which yizkor is observed. Shavuot commemorates the day God gave Moses the Ten Commandments on 
Mount Sinai. It also has an agricultural reference, marking a stage in the harvest. One of the customs of Shavuot is to 
hold a tikkun, or Torah-based learning session, mostly late into the night. 
 
Please help us celebrate Shavuot at these two observances: 

 
Join Hakafa at the First Annual Community-wide Shavuot Tikkun 
Join Rabbi Elder and other Hakafa members for the First Annual Community-wide Shavuot Tikkun on Saturday, May 
23 at Am Shalom (840 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe):  Jerusalem through Music, Words and Art.  

 
The evening will begin at 7:30 p.m. with a Havdalah Service and Concert performed by Nava Tehila and Friends - a 
post denominational Jerusalem-based congregation rooted in Jewish renewal.  The concert will be followed at 8:30 p.m. 
by break-out study/learning sessions and will conclude with a dessert reception at 9:15 p.m.  

 
Participating Congregations include: Am Shalom, B’nai Joshua Beth Elohim, Congregation Hakafa, Congregation Solel, 
Congregation Sukkat Shalom, Har Shalom, Lakeside Congregation, North Shore Congregation Israel, Temple Beth-El-
Northbrook, and Temple Jeremiah.  We hope you will join us! 

 
Early Morning Tikkun and Yizkor Service 
Our Shavuot celebration continues early on Sunday morning, May 24. We are told to study the entire night of Shavuot 
until sunrise. So, we will gather at 3:45 a.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church for an hour-
long study session. We will then proceed to the Glencoe Beach for a sunrise minyan that will include yizkor. Minyan 
will begin at 5:10 a.m. 
 

 
 

   
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed THIS MONTH  

and OVER the SUMMER 
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs on various dates in May – 
May 8, May 15, and May 29! Hosting a 
Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to 
help support Hakafa and is also a nice way 
to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with 
the congregation.  Many people have 
traditionally honored the memory of a loved 
one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  
 
Host are also needed on the following 
dates in June through August: 
 

June 19, July 3, July 17, July 24, July 31 
August 7, August 21 

 
If you would be willing to host an oneg 
this month or over the summer, please 
contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org 
or 847-242-0687) to reserve a date. 

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
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Thank You to: 

 
Amy Acri for, once again, coordinating our beautiful 
congregational Passover seder.  
 
Laura Kaiser-Innes and Lynn Sanders for, once again, 
coordinating and leading our Passover seder at the 
Robineau Residence. 
 

 

Oneg Host Coordinators Needed 
 
We are in need of two volunteers who would be willing 
to coordinate oneg dates.  One volunteer would 
coordinate for the months of May through August 
(beginning now), and the other volunteer would 
coordinate for the months of September through 
December.  Alternatively, one volunteer could 
coordinate for the months of May through December if 
s/he wanted!  
 
Being an Oneg Host Coordinator is an easy job and is 
a meaningful way to help support our Hakafa 
community.  Responsibilities include reaching out to 
other Hakafa members to ask them to host an oneg, 
emailing (or snail mailing, if preferred) hosts the 
instructions, confirming / reminding hosts as their date 
approaches, and periodically checking / replenishing 
/organizing general supplies in the oneg cabinets at 
the Winnetka Community House.  All expenses are 
reimbursed by the congregation. If you are interested 
in this important volunteer position, please contact our 
President, Jeff Rosenberg (president@hakafa.org or 
847-853-0121). 

 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Our Hebrew School Graduates and their families. 
 
Our Confirmands and their families. 

 

 

Member News 
 

Hakafa Endowment Fund 

 
The Congregation Hakafa Endowment Fund was 
established to support special programs and activities. In 
addition to making a contribution to Hakafa’s general fund, 
supporting the Endowment is one of several additional 
ways, along with paying an enhanced dues amount and 
donating to Rabbi Elder’s Discretionary Fund, that 
members can support Hakafa.   
  
During the current fiscal year, the Endowment has funded 
the initial year of Rabbi Abrams’ expanded role at Hakafa, 
as well as the scholar-in-residence weekend featuring 
Rabbi Levi Lauer.   
 
The Endowment’s trustees, Scott Lowtwait, Jeff 
Rosenberg, and Leanne Star, meet periodically, and 
congregants are encouraged to suggest programming 
ideas that fall outside the Congregation’s regular 
budgeted operations for discussion at these sessions, 
which are open to all Hakafa members.   

 

Mazal Tov to the Following B’nai Mitzvah 
 

May 30 – Coby Abt 
May 30 – Jack Goldberg 

 

Condolences to… 
 
Sara Goodman and family on the loss of her great-
aunt, Pat Resnick 
 
Eric Patt and family on the loss of his grandmother, 
Leah Kramer. 
 
Bob Turner and family on the loss of his father, Robert 
Turner. 
 

 

High School Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

 
All high school seniors are invited to join Rabbi Elder for a 
special End-of-the-Year Dinner at Mizrahi Grill (215 
Skokie Valley Road, Highland Park – in the Crossroads 
Shopping Center next to Party City) on Wednesday, May 
20 at 6:00 p.m. Please R.S.V.P. by May 13 to Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). 
 
 
 

Annual Congregation Meeting 
 
Please join Hakafa for our Annual Congregation 
Meeting on Sunday, May 17 at 10:35 a.m., 
immediately following the Family Service at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). The following 
slate of officers will be voted on at this meeting:  
 
President: Jeff Rosenberg  
Vice President: John Thomason  
Operations Treasurer: Steve Varick  
Dues Treasurer: Nancy Goodman  
Secretary: Lori Wilansky  
Endowment Trustees: Scott Lowtwait & Leanne Star  
 
The installation of officers will take place at our 
Shabbat Service on Friday, June 12 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).  
 

mailto:president@hakafa.org
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Member News (continued) 
 

Night at Ravinia 
Make plans to join Hakafa at Ravinia on Thursday, July 8!  Pack a picnic dinner and chair, and join us on the 

lawn at Ravinia to see: Gershwin's Porgy and Bess 
 

Tickets are $15 (kids 15 and under are free) and can be purchased on Ravinia's Website (www.ravinia.org) or in person 
at the box office. Note: High Schoolers can attend for free on the day of the concert. 
 
For those who are able to join us, we will be gathering on the lawn area to the far right facing the Pavilion (near South 
Gate entrance and Bennet Gordon Hall) for dinner and conversation beginning at 5:00 p.m. when the gates open. The 
concert begins at 8:00 p.m. Come when you want! If you plan to attend or have any questions, please contact Beth 
Gordon (bbgordon1@gmail.com or 914-329-4696). We hope you can make it! 

 
 
 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we hold services, 
classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) or the actual 
location. 

 
A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. 
 
DeFrank/Chez Household (camilledefrank@gmail.com): Fully accessible ranch house with no steps 
 
Greenberg Household (greenberg.steve@gmail.com): Bi-level house, accessible main floor with no steps. 

 
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step stairway inside 
building for torah study (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor for movie night. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building 

 
Park Avenue Clubhouse/North Shore Yacht Club (http://www.pdhp.org/index.aspx?page=105): Paved parking next to 
clubhouse. There are a few steps up into the clubhouse. 
 
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. 
 
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms. 
 
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building. 

 

There are Two Ways ot Find Hakafa on Facebook 
 
1) Like Hakafa’s Page: Go to: https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. 
The Facebook page allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the 
congregation, to give you announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit 
with pictures of some of the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 
2) Join Hakafa’s Group:  Go to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/ and ask to join. This link allows 
Hakafa members the ability to communicate with each other. If you have an issue you want to discuss, an article or 
reflection you want to share, a meeting you want to announce, an event or organization about which you want us to 
know, and the like, the group is the place to post it. 
 

 

https://www.ravinia.org/
http://www.ravinia.org/
mailto:bbgordon1@gmail.com
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
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Accessibility at Hakafa 
 
If you become aware of any accessibility 
issues within the congregation, we hope you 
will share them with us by speaking 
confidentially with one of our Chesed 
Committee Chairs, Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864) or 
Audrey Pam (arpam@yahoo.com or 847-
374-9887).   
 
We thank you for your help in making our 
congregation welcoming and accessible to all. 

 

Film Group 
 
Join us when we screen The Rabbi’s Cat on Saturday, May 16 at 
7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe.)  This is a whimsical, 
gorgeously animated film, adapted from a graphic novel. The story 
begins in 1920s Algeria, where Jews and Arabs live together in 
relative harmony. It relates the saga of Rabbi Sfar and his several 
eccentric companions of different faiths who set out from Algiers, 
seeking the fabled African Jerusalem in Ethiopia.  
 
Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our office. We’ll be ordering pizza 
from Little Red Hen, so please contact Mike Solomon (847-835-
2040 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) by noon on the 16th to R.S.V.P. 
for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come for the movie at 7:00. 
Feel free to bring friends, family, beverages, or a nosh.   

 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Hakafa Annual Summer Shabbaton/Canoe Camping Trip  
 
Spring is Finally Here!   Jews in Canoes – for the weekend of July 24- 26 - is only 3 months away! Rabbi Elder will 
once again lead our annual congregation canoe trip down the Wisconsin River for a Shabaton on the water.   
  
We float and paddle along the river for Friday afternoon, Saturday, and Sunday morning.  We enjoy shared dining 
around a campfire for two nights and sleep in tents on soft sand bars.  While there are no bathrooms other than a 
secluded spot where we find them in the woods, the company is always great, the food more than ample, and the 
swimming refreshes our souls in what is as close to wilderness as one can find so close to home.  The trip is kid-
friendly for those that can swim well and enjoy a paddle and a float with two evenings under the stars. 
  
If anyone would like to consider joining the Rabbi and his fellow outdoor voyagers this year, please contact Rick 
Prohov with any questions you may have about the trip (312-925-5444 or rprohov@paalaw.com). 
 

 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to 
reach out to one another.  If you know of 
anyone in our congregation who is in crisis 
from an illness, death in the family, or 
personal stress, who could benefit from 
support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health 
care appointment, please contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864).  
 
You can also contact Jill to volunteer. 
 
 

 

One Congregation, One Book 
 
Join us on June 10, at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) to discuss Helene Wecker’s The Golem and the Jinni.  This novel tells the story of a chance meeting 
between mythical beings in turn-of-the-century New York.  Chava is a golem, a creature made of clay, brought to life to 
by a disgraced rabbi who dabbles in Kabbalistic magic and dies at sea on the voyage from Poland. Chava is adrift as 
the ship arrives in New York harbor in 1899, and Ahmad is a jinni, a being of fire born in the ancient Syrian desert.  
Ahmad and Chava become unlikely friends, and the story weaves strands of Yiddish and Middle Eastern literature, 
historical fiction and magical fable.  Come and enjoy the discussion even if you haven’t finished (or even read) the 
book! 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee, Snacks, and Conversation for 

Adults – Volunteers Needed for Next Year 
 
Congregation members take turns each Sunday providing coffee 
and breakfast snacks for the adults in between the morning 
service and adult education sessions. Please join us for some 
good drinks, food, and conversation!   
 
If you have any questions or would like to help out next year, 
contact Jennifer Hirsch (jhirsch683@gmail.com or 847-581-
9062). 
 

mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:arpam@yahoo.com
mailto:rprohov@paalaw.com
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:jhirsch683@gmail.com
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Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on Thursday, 
May 7 at a location TBA. Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  New 
participants are always welcome.  

 

Hebrew Circle 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice your Hebrew with 
other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, please join us on 
Tuesday, May 12 at noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, Chicago) for an hour of lunch and 

conversation – all in Hebrew! 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on Thursday, 
May 21 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  Join us for a lively conversation with 
Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always welcome.    

 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we 

would love for you to join us on either 
Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday 

mornings: 
 
Wednesday Afternoons 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
Our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) 

 
Please note 

 Our May 6 Wednesday Afternoon 
Torah Study will take place at the 
home of Camille DeFrank and Ed 
Chez (574 Woodlawn Avenue, 
Glencoe). 

 

 There will be no class on May 27. 
 
Tuesday Evenings  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
Our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) 

 
Please note  

 Our May 5 Tuesday Evening Torah 
Study will take place at the home of 
Steve and Nadine Greenberg (330 
Beverly Drive, Wilmette). 

 

 There will be no class on May 19 or 

26. 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our May sessions of 
Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will be held on Tuesdays, May 
5 and 19 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison and Ken Davis 
(2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi 
Elder to learn more about what halacha has to say on almost 
every aspect of life. 

Adult Education  
 

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities at the Takiff Center at 10:35 a.m. on May 3 
 
Study – David Rieser: “Seeing Hebrew- The Masoretes and the Reconstruction of a Jewish Language, Part 2.” 
While the academies of Palestine and Babylon sought to keep alive the questioning dialogue which supported the Oral 
Law, a smaller group of scholars sought to recreate the words and sounds of Hebrew and preserve them for 
generations to come. These Masoretes developed the punctuation and trope marks (the Masoretic text) which allow us 
to read, chant and understand Hebrew more than a thousand years later. They also created elegant texts such as the 
Aleppo Codex which still inform our understanding of the Torah. This class will continue to discuss the historical 
background of the Masoretes and seek to provide some context for their work. 
 
Culture – Yiddish Music with Bibi Patt: From the Shtetl to America – Join our very own Bibi Patt from 10:35 to 11:25 
a.m. to sing songs in our Mameloshen: Yiddish. Aside from being our congregation’s Director of Education, Bibi has 
been singing Yiddish songs since the age of 5 and has been a vocalist with the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band since 
1991! Lomir Alle Zingen a Yiddish Lid - Let's all sing a Yiddish Song! 

 
The Current Situation of the Jews of France and Belgium: A Discussion with Rabbi Elder 
Rabbi Elder will report on his recent trip to Brussels and Paris so that those in attendance can learn about the situation 
of the Jewish communities there.  



 

                                                                                                                                                 

         Hakafa Youth News  
 

 

 

Note from the Director of Education 
 

     It seems like we just began the school year, and 

now it is time to end another!  On Sunday, May 3rd 

we will be having two parent information meetings 

for next school year.  Our 9th grade parents will be 

meeting with Rabbi Elder in the 9th grade 

classroom at 10:30 a.m., and our 2nd grade 

parents will meet with me at 11:35 a.m. in our 

Faculty Lounge both at the Takiff Center.  On 

Tuesday, May 5 we will be having Hebrew School 

Graduation for our 7th graders.  Mazal Tov to our 

graduates!  Tuesday, May 12th will be our last 

session of Hebrew School for this year.  And, our 

last day of Religious School is on Sunday, May 

17th.  It will include our annual Teacher 

Appreciation and Friendship Circle to end the 

school year.  Finally, on May 22nd we will be 

having a special Shabbat service for our 

Confirmation class.  Mazal Tov to our confirmands! 
 

     This year has been an amazingly full year.  We 

have had many programs with parents and 

students, field trips, guest speakers, and a theatre 

presentation.  Thank you to our many volunteers 

including Kiva and Kadima members.  A special 

thank you goes out to Beth Gordon and Sara 

Kurensky for organizing Kiva!  Thank you to Betsy 

Hersher for providing readers and speakers to our 

various classes!  Thank you, also, to Stacy Saef for 

baking delicious challah with our cooking 

chug.  Thank you, also, to Ina Sherman for coming 

to speak to our 6th grade class during our Sacred 

Choices unit and to Ada Samoilovich for speaking 

to the same class about her experience 

immigrating to America.  Thank you also to David 

Pollak for helping our BBYO Youth Group chapter 

grow and develop! 
 

     A big Todah Raba is extended to all of our staff, 

including our teaching assistants.  You have made 

this year so successful and rich.  We are so lucky to 

have so many wonderful dedicated teachers.  I 

am personally humbled and so grateful. 
 

     Wishing all of our families a wonderful 

summer…  Please feel free to contact me over the 

summer, or any time, if you have any questions.   

    L'shalom, Bibi 
 

 

 

 

Confirmation   
 

On Friday, May 22, please join us as the 

Confirmation Class of 5775/2015 is confirmed at a 

7:00 p.m. Service and Ceremony at the Winnetka 

Community House.  We congratulate our 

confirmation students and their families:   
 

Jordyn Cohen, Mason Delman, Noah Elder, 

Lucy Fogel, Henry Greenberg, Sophie Lieberman, 

Charlotte Office, Ilana Rosenberg, Dylan Turner, 

Gracee Wallach, Ke’alohi Wean, 

Faith Wilansky, Lucy Yellen 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew School Graduation 
 

Our Seventh Grade Hebrew School students will 

graduate on Tuesday, May 5.  They will lead the 

Tuesday evening service that will include their 

graduation.  All Hakafa families are invited to join 

the seventh grade Hebrew students for this 

special service at 4:45 p.m. at the Takiff Center.  A 

celebration for the 7th graders and their families 

will follow.  We congratulate our Hebrew School 

Graduates and their families: 
  

Claire Adler, Andrew Bahn, Eli Elder, 

Jack Goldberg, Emma Homer, Catie Jacobs, 

Danny Patt, Solomon Podorovsky, Sarah Snyder, 

Ethan Stern, Ruth Wecker 

                                 

 

Sunday Bagels Thank-You                                      
 

Todah Rabah (thank you very much) to all of the 

families who set-up and cleaned-up the Sunday 

bagels throughout this school year and to Jennifer 

Braun for so seamlessly coordinating them.  This 

generous offer of time means so much to all 

Hakafa families!   

 

 

 

 



 

    

    

         May 2015
 

      

 
 

As the 2014-15 school year comes to a close, 
 please plan to join us on the last day of 

Religious School at 11:30 a.m. as we honor 
our teachers at our yearly 

 
Teacher Appreciation Ceremony, 

 
say l’hitraot for the summer at our annual 

 
Hakafa Friendship Circle, 

 
and celebrate with an  

 
End-of-Year Treat! 

    

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 

Shabbat Services 
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that 

Rabbi Elder has taught this year, students and 

families whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be 

taking place in the year after this month are 

invited to attend the final of four Shabbat morning 

services on Saturday, May 2 at the North Shore 

United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 

Glencoe).  This service is designed to give b’nai 

mitzvah candidates and their families the 

opportunity to have hands-on “practice” and 

“experience” with all that is learned in the 

workshops.  It will also help the students to become 

familiar and comfortable with the service.  There 

will be two services:  The 10:30 a.m. service is for 

those who are having morning ceremonies.  The 

11:45 a.m. service is for those who are having 

evening ceremonies. The setting will be informal 

and educational.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org). 

 

”Raining Season” Performance 
 

We are excited to once again bring the 

play, “Raining Season,” to Hakafa on Sunday, 

May 3 for our sixth and seventh grade classes. The 

creation of this play, developed by middle and 

high school students, was motivated by a desire 

to make the words "Never Again" become reality 

and educate their peers and encourage them to 

advocate for change. In the play, five teens 

immerse themselves into the lives of survivors of 

Genocide in Cambodia, Darfur, the Holocaust, 

and Rwanda, and assume their persona on stage. 

The "Raining Season" script, using only words from 

the survivors, dramatically depicts how the sweet 

innocence of childhood is abruptly destroyed by 

the atrocities of genocide. Despite their tragic 

experiences, the survivors carry hopeful messages 

and the performance concludes with their fervent 

belief in the power of young people today to 

make a difference.  We are proud to provide this 

important learning opportunity for our middle 

school students. 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR 

 
 

All Hakafa 8th-12th graders are invited to join us for 

our last Hakafa BBYO Youth Group event of the 

school year on Sunday, May 17 – COLOR WARS!  

Watch your email for all of the details!  Please 

contact David Pollak (davidp2020@gmail.com) 

with questions. 

. 

: 

  

Youth Group 

Sunday, May 17  

 

. 
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Stanley C. Golder Interfaith Lecture Series 
“Ancient Answers to Good and Evil That Were Cut From the Bible” 

Featuring Dr. Joel M. Hoffman, author of “The Bible’s Cutting Room Floor:  
The Holy Scriptures Missing from Your Bible” 

Saturday, May 2, 2015, 8:00 p.m. at Temple Jeremiah (937 Happ Road, Northfield) 
  
We’ll dive into the compelling account of Adam and Eve’s life in exile, Abraham’s troubling childhood, and the intriguing 
saga of Enoch — ancient material from the Bible's cutting room floor that fills in significant blanks in the formative texts 
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In addition, these offer three starkly different answers to good and evil. As we 
explore the diverse approaches, we'll discover some surprisingly relevant answers to the most fundamental human 
questions. The mission of the Golder Interfaith Lecture Series is to promote understanding among every faith and 
embrace the unifying spirituality of all religions. The lecture is free and open to the public.  
 

Musical Presented by the Jewish Center for Addiction 
The Jewish Center for Addiction presents Freedom Song. This transformative musical shatters the myth of Jews being 
immune to addiction.  Interweaving a Passover Seder with personal stories of addiction, Freedom Song poses the 
question, “What are you a slave to?” and offers both audience and cast members the opportunity to answer.  Cast 
members are all in recovery from addiction and come to Chicago from Beit T’Shuvah, the renowned treatment center in 
Los Angeles.  This musical will open your eyes to the real-life struggle against the bondage of self that we all fight.  
There will be only two Chicago performances: 
 

Sunday, May 31 – 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Congregation BJBE (1201 Lake-Cook Road, Deerfield) 
 
Monday, June 1 – 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Temple Sholom (3480 N. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago) 

 
This performance is appropriate for high-school-age youth and adults.  Admission is free, advance registration is 
strongly recommended.  To register, go to http:/bit.ly/jcaform or call 847-745-5422. 

 

Community Events 
 

Are you looking to see Israel in a new and different way?  

Whether you have been to Israel before or not, this trip just might be for you.  

Join us June 18-July 3, 2016! 
 
Once again, we are offering a two-track trip to Israel. One will be a hiking and learning experience – We will walk the 
country, visit sites, and study texts that bring the historical significance of the places we visit to life. If you are good for 
5-10 miles a day, if you like to hike lush hills and rugged desert mountains, and if you would rather explore cities on foot 
than by bus, you will not want to miss this trip!  
 
Our other track will be a more traditional trip. We will visit sites of Israel both on and off the beaten path. Jeep and 
camel rides in the Negev, dinner in a Bedouin tent, a canoe ride down the Jordan River, wine tasting in the Negev, 
swimming in the Mediterranean, and a walk through the beautiful grottos of Rosh HaNikra will be combined with time in 
Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem, and more!  
 
Please note that while the tracks do different things during each day, everyone from both tracks is together each night. 
 And, sometimes the tracks tour together as well. New to the trip this year will be an opportunity to visit Petra, Jordan 
and possibly Ramallah in the West Bank as well. Go to: http://hakafa.org/content/israel-trip-summer-2016 for more 
information including general trip information, pricing, and a detailed itinerary. Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

 

Congregational Israel Trip – Summer 2016 
 

http://hakafa.org/content/israel-trip-summer-2016


Rain or Shine! Performances will take place under the Ravinia Festival pavilion, where seating 
is available on a first-come, first-served basis. The lawn will be open for seating as well.

•  Activities for children of all ages  
and special youth/teen programming

• Free parking at Ravinia Festival

•  Shuttle buses accessible from the Metra Union 
Pacific North Line stop in the village of Ravinia

• Visit www.juf.org/ISD for more details.

Kosher food will be available for purchase. 

Note: Dogs, roller blades, bicycles  
and skateboards are not permitted  
at Ravinia Festival. 

 10:30 a.m. Registration

 11:00 a.m. Rick Recht Concert for Young Families*

 11:30 a.m. Jamman Drum Circle

 12:00 p.m. The Maccabeats in Concert

 1:15 p.m.  Three-Mile Walk with Israel  
& One-Mile Family Walk

 2:30 p.m. Jamman Drum Circle

 3:00 p.m. Hadag Nahash in Concert

*  Best for families with children ages 5 and under 

Participate/Volunteer: www.juf.org/ISD              Call: (312) 444-2905              Email: IsraelSolidarity@juf.org

Your gift on Israel’s 67th birthday supports JUF’s Israel Children’s Zone, an innovative  
program providing critical services to Israel’s most vulnerable children.

 Raise $100 or more toward Israel Solidarity Day and receive a $100 JUF Israel Experience  
Voucher or JUF Mission Voucher! (Limited to one voucher per person per year.)

Sunday, May 3, 2015 
Ravinia Festival

200 Ravinia Park Road, Highland Park

Co-Chairs: Jennifer & Joshua Herz                 TOV Managers: Eve & Richard Biller

featuring the Walk with Israel

Jewish United Fund’s
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Hakafa Joins the “2015 Justice Project: The March Continues” 

 
At the April 12 congregational meeting, members voted unanimously in favor of Hakafa becoming a partner with the 
2015 Justice Project, an effort that commemorates the 50

th
 anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 1965 speech on 

the Winnetka Village Green, and that is continuing his work for justice and creating welcoming communities. Dr. King 
was invited to Winnetka by members of the North Shore Summer Project, a grass-roots group that grew out of the 
concern by a number of suburban mothers that their children were growing up in a less-than-diverse community, and 
that suburban families should join in the civil rights movement of that time. You can read more about their efforts by 
following this link to a WTTW Chicago Stories documentary report:  http://www.wttw.com/main.taf?p=1,7,1,1,9 
 
You can also find out more about the 2015 Justice Project and its continuing efforts at:  

http://www.open-communities.org/Get_Involved/Justice_2015/ 
 
Please be sure to join other Hakafa members in support of this meaningful and historic project: 
 

 Friday May 1, 7:30 pm – Shabbat services and Rabbi’s Tisch – Hafaka member Sherry Medwin and Open 
Communities Executive Director Gail Schechter will speak about the project and will take part in the tisch. 

 

 Sunday July 26, Winnetka Village Green – 50
th

 Anniversary Event – The 1965 event brought out 10,000 
people.  Be among the hoped-for 10,000 to attend this time! 

 

Contact Nancy Goodman (nancytgoodman@gmail.com) for more information.  

Social Action 
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 

 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving 
food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of 
every monthThe volunteer roster still has 
many openings.  Even if you won’t be 
available to serve at the kitchen, you can 
participate by purchasing food or contributing 
financially.  If you would like to help, please 
contact Joan Fishman (847-853-1766 or 
j.fishman@sbcglobal.net) or Judy Rose-
Epstein (847-501-2856 or 
missyepstein@att.net).  
 

An Unforgettable 10-day Jewish 

Summer Experience for Teens! 

June 18-28 or July 30-August 9 
 
Spend summer 2015 with Or Tzedek, JCUA’s 
(Jewish Council on Urban Affairs) teen institute 
for social justice in Chicago. Or Tzedek’s 
summer program is a 10-day overnight, urban 
immersion summer program in which 
Chicagoland Jewish high school teens (must 
have completed 9

th
 grade). For more 

information, contact Deborah Goldberg, 
Coordinator of Teen Programs at JCUA (312-
663-0960 X124 or deborah@jcua.org).   

 

The greater Chicago area Jewish community has 

many organizations to which you can turn should you 

need support. Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) Since 1972, CJE 
SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their 
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, 
health care, community services, health and wellness education, 
life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-
745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a program of 
Jewish Child and Family Service) was created to build a caring 
community that is aware of and responsive to the problem of 
addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle 
with addiction.   
 
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - 
Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring and 
healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and 
families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, 
special education, individual and family counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404)  A program of JCFS, 
the Network’s staff provides information about social services, 
medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, 
grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) SHALVA offers free, 
confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to the Chicago 
Jewish Community. 

 

http://www.wttw.com/main.taf?p=1,7,1,1,9
http://www.open-communities.org/Get_Involved/Justice_2015/
mailto:nancytgoodman@gmail.com
mailto:j.fishman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2291_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               May 2015 – Iyar / Sivan 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Singing Shabbat Service – Guest Speaker: 
Gail Schechter (WCH) 
 

8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

2  
 

8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 

10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. 
Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 

3      
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – David Rieser 
      Discussion – Individualism, 
              community, and universalism:  
              Which comes first? 
      Yiddish Music with Bibi Patt 
 

12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Israel Solidarity Day (Ravinia) 
 

4:45-7:45 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  

4    
 

5      
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (Home of Allison Blakley 
Davis & Ken Davis) 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
   4:45 p.m. Hebrew School Graduation 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (Home of Steve & Nadine 
Greenberg) 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (Home of Camille DeFrank & 
Ed Chez) 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Congregational Lag BaOmer Bonfire 
(Park Ave Clubhouse / North Shore Yacht 
Club, Highland Park) 

7    Lag BaOmer 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

9  
 

Final 10th Grade Retreat 
 
 

10     Mother’s Day 
 

 

11 
 

12       
 

12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

14  
 
 
 
 

 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

17  Yom Yerushalayim     
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
Congregation Annual Meeting 
 

12:15-1:45 p.m. 
Last Day of Confirmation Class (TC) 

18 
 

19  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (Home of Allison Blakley 
Davis & Ken Davis) 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

20  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
6:00 p.m. 
High School Seniors 
Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

21 

 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 
 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
NOTE EARLY START TIME! 
Shabbat Service and  
Confirmation Ceremony (WCH) 

23 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Tikkun L’eil Shavuot (Am Shalom) 
 

Erev Shavuot 

      24    Shavuot  
                    (Hakafa Office Closed) 

 

3:45 a.m. Early 
Morning Tikkun 

and Yizkor 
Service 

31 

25   Memorial Day  
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
  

27 
 
 
 
 

 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

30 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Coby Abt (AM) 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Jack Goldberg (PM) 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               June 2015 – Sivan / Tammuz 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 

 2 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (Home of Allison Blakley Davis 
& Ken Davis) 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

3 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

4  
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

5 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Singing Shabbat Service (WCH) 
 

8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

6  

 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Danny Patt (AM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7  

 

8  
 

9  

 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

10   
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Book Group Discussion (NSUMC) 

11  

 

 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service and  
Installation of Officers (WCH) 

13 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Emma Homer (AM) 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Andrew Bahn (PM) 

14 
 

15 
 

16  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
(Home of Allison Blakley Davis and Kenneth 
Davis) 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

17  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

18  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

20  
 
 

 

21    Father’s Day  
 

22 
 

23  
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

24  
 
 
 
 

 

25 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Eli Elder (AM) 

 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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May 2015 
Table of Contents 

D’varim…......……………….1 

Prayer and Celebration……2 

Member News………………4 

Adult Education…………….7 

Chadashot……………..Insert 

Community Events…………8 

Congregation Trip: Israel….8 

Israel Solidarity Day…..Insert 

Social Action………………..9 

May Calendar..…………....10 

June Calendar…................11 

 

mailto:conghakafa@hakafa.org
mailto:music@hakafa.org

