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D’varim 

The Problem with Religion 

 

Religion is the space to live within the questions for which there are no answers, questions like: 
 

Why are we here? 

Do we have purpose, a reason, or meaning? 

Why do bad things happen? 

Is there a “beyond?” 
 

We, humanity, have done religion a great disservice by turning it from a space of stimulating questions into a place of 

stultifying answers; of one Answer, really. In doing so, we have taken the best word we have to express the 

overwhelming power of complexity and possibility and infinitude and made it a packaged, finite, numbing Response: 
 

God 
 

We have reduced the enormity of Divinity to nothing more than a mere reflection of us. 

 

Not only does this stifle inquiry, the drive that animates the human condition. It allows the rituals that were designed 

to open up the holy spaces within us to, instead, suffocate the outer places we have “sanctified.” Layers upon layers of 

directives and hierarchies and complicated structures sanction us to avoid – instead of appreciate - the very fear and 

uncertainty and lack of control those places should allow us to emote.   

 

At the same time, if religion is the place to allow for ideas of meaning and empathy and community and soul to 

percolate, we have relegated, if not abandoned completely, the questions that religion could and should be answering, 

questions like: 
 

Why are we so quick to dismiss the racist rant of a Nevada rancher whose sentiments, the recent Supreme Court 

decision on Affirmative Action once again affirms, are the basis of much of American public policy? 

 

Why is the proliferation of more weapons on our streets the solution to and not the problem with Sandy Hook and 

Aurora and Columbine and every other gun death our society has had to endure? 

 

Why do we continue to bind people in their poverty, legislate to keep them there, and then blame them for not being 

able to pull themselves up “by their bootstraps?” 
 

These are the questions we now call “political” instead of “religious.” We just don’t want to hear them anymore, 

especially not in the comfort of our proverbial pews. And, the reason we don’t want to hear these questions is because 

we have complicated their answer – and there really is one, simple answer for them all: 
 

Humanity 

 
 

And so, by answering the questions that don’t have answers, and refusing to answer the questions that do: 
 

We have made religion irrelevant 
 

God and Humanity … hopefully, someday, we will get them both right. 

For religion’s sake, for our sake, I hope so. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the 
following evenings: 
 

May 2  Shabbat Emor 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 21:1-24:23 

Haftarah:  Ezekiel 44:15-31 
Family Service 
Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 

 
May 9  Shabbat B’har 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 25:1-26:2 
  Haftarah: Jeremiah 32:6-27  
  
May 16  Shabbat B’chukotai 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 26:3-27:34 
  Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14  

Dr. Robyne Diller to speak 
 
May 23  Shabbat B’midbar 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 1:1-4:20 

Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22   
Singing Shabbat and Tisch 
 

May 30  Shabbat Naso 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 4:21-7:89 

Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25   
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us on Saturday, May 17 at our offices at 
the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) and Saturday, May 31 at 
the home of Leanne Star (314 Park Avenue, 
Wilmette) at 8:30 a.m. for our May Shabbat morning 
minyanim.  This hour-long service and study is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat.  People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.   
 
Please note that we have two different locations 
this month. 

 
 May Family Shabbat Service and  

Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 
 
Our next Family Shabbat Service will take place on 
Friday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  
On this night, we will also celebrate Yom HaAtzma’ut 
(Israel’s Independence Day).  An oneg will follow. 

 

Singing Shabbat 
  
Join us on Friday, May 23 at 8:00 p.m. for our next 
singing Shabbat service!  We will sing new versions of a 
few of the regular prayers we do and add a few prayers 
that we have not sung before.   
 
If you are interested in familiarizing yourself with the 
music beforehand (though it is certainly not required), go 
to www.hakafa.org/content/music-shabbat.  At this link 
you will find transliterations of the prayers with new 
melodies along with recordings of the tunes to which you 
can click and listen. Come and experience new sounds 
and new harmonies as we usher in Shabbat in a new 
way! 

 

Congregational Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 
 
Hakafa’s annual Yom HaAtzma’ut celebration will be 
held on Friday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
during Friday evening Family Shabbat Services. This 
will be a special event during which all Hakafa 
members can come together to welcome Shabbat and 
celebrate Israel. Our service and celebration will be 
followed by an oneg.  
 

 

Guest Speaker at Shabbat Services on May 16 

 
Please join us for our weekly Shabbat Service on 
Friday, May 16. We welcome back Dr. Robyne Diller, 
Ph.D., a clinical psychologist, writer, and entrepreneur 
living in Jerusalem. She will speak on Progressive 
Judaism in Israel.  

 

Come to the Rabbi’s Tisch 
 
Join Rabbi Elder for a tisch* on Friday, May 23 after 
services and the oneg. We’ll learn a little, schmooze a 
little, sing a little, and enjoy one another’s company. 
 
*A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit 
around after Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim 
(wordless melodies), and study the weekly Torah 
portion.  
 
 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like 
to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have 
the opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia 
Dresser (847-945-6095). 
 
 

 

http://www.hakafa.org/content/music-shabbat
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Join Us for a Lag BaOmer Bonfire  
 

On Saturday evening, May 17, beginning at 6:00 p.m. we will gather at 
the beach at North Shore Congregation Israel (1185 Sheridan Road, 
Glencoe) for Hakafa’s annual Lag Ba’Omer bonfire!  You bring dinner, 
we’ll provide the s’mores!  
  
We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days starting from the 
second day of Passover. On the fiftieth day, we celebrate the festival of 
Shavuot, commemorating the giving of the Torah. This 50-day period is 
called “Counting the Omer.” The Omer was a barley offering brought to the 
Temple on the day we start counting, the second day of Passover. “Lag 
Ba’Omer” is the thirty-third day of counting the Omer. The word “Lag” 
means 33 because it is comprised of the letters “lamud” and “gimmel,” 
corresponding to the numerical values of “30” and “3.” In the time of Rabbi 
Akiva, who witnessed the destruction of the Second Temple and who was 
the greatest Torah Sage of his generation, 24,000 of his disciples died in 
an epidemic during the counting of the Omer. Since the epidemic was 
suspended on the 33

rd
 day, Lag BaOmer has become a joyous day of 

celebration, complete with bonfires – especially in Israel. So, come join us 
around the fire for dinner, singing, and dessert!  
  
Parking/Location Information:  
Please park in the northern parking lot of North Shore Congregation Israel 
(1185 Sheridan Road, Glencoe).  You will need to walk down the access 
road at the very north side of the building. At the end of the access road, 
signs will be there to direct you down a short path (fairly rocky) to the 
beach where our fire pit will be waiting.  
 

 
   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

As part of that celebration of Hakafa’s 30
th
 Anniversary, a special commemorative book is being prepared that will 

attempt to capture what Hakafa is.  All Congregants are invited and encouraged to submit something to include 
in this book.  Your submissions will be the most important part of this book, which will be available to all Congregants 
in both electronic and print form.   
 

 What kind of subject matter are we looking for?  Tell us what Hakafa means to you.  What is your favorite 
memory of Hakafa?  What do you like best about Hakafa?  When was the moment you knew Hakafa was right 
for you? What are your hopes for Hakafa? What is your favorite memory of Rabbi Marx and/or Rabbi Elder? 
 

 What format can you use?  You can submit text, a photo, art work, or anything that can be scanned and put 
on a page in a book.  We prefer all submissions to be digital, but if there is something very special with which 
you're not sure what to do, let us know and we'll see if we can help digitize it.    

 

 Can children and families participate?   Absolutely.  We ask only that each family keep their submission to 
something that can be fit on one page. 

 

 How to submit?  If you submission is in digital form (word processing file, digital photo, etc.), email it to Hakafa 
(admin@hakafa.org) or to Jonah Orlofsky (jorlofsky@yahoo.com).  If it is not in digital form, contact Jonah 
Orlofsky (jorlofsky@yahoo.com) about how it should be submitted. 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  

May through August 
 
We are looking for Hakafa members to 
host the following Friday night onegs. 
If you are willing and available to host 
an oneg on one of the dates below, 
please contact Leah Feldman (847-
492-1574 or l-
feldman@hotmail.com).    
 

May 30 
June 6 (Family Service) 

June 27 
July 4 (Family Service) 

July 11, 
July 18 

August 1 (Family Service @ Beach) 
August 8 
August 15 
August 29 

 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a 
wonderful way to help support Hakafa 
and is also a nice way to celebrate a 
bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with the 
congregation.  Many people have 
traditionally honored the memory of a 
loved on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an 
oneg. 

 

Hakafa’s 30th Anniversary Commemorative Book 
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
mailto:jorlofsky@yahoo.com
mailto:jorlofsky@yahoo.com
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Thank You to… 

 
Amy Acri for, once again, coordinating our beautiful congregational 
Passover seder. 
 
Laura Kaiser-Innes and Lynn Sanders for, once again, coordinating 
and leading our Passover seder at the Robineau Residence. 

 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one another.  
If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in crisis from an 
illness, death in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, 
or a ride to a health care appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854). You can also contact Jill 
Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864) to volunteer. 
 

High School Senior Dinner with Rabbi Elder 
 
All high school seniors are invited to join Rabbi Elder for a special 
End-of-the-Year Dinner at The Bagel at Old Orchard on Thursday, 
May 22 at 6:00 p.m.  Please R.S.V.P. by May 15 to Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687).  
 

 

Mazal Tov to… 
 

Our seventh grade Hebrew School graduates 
and their families. 
 
Bob and Elyse Rifkin, on the marriage of their 
son, Drew, to Sophie Waskow. 

Member News 
 

Mazal Tov to the Following  

B’nai Mitzvah 
 

Jack Kelly – May 24 
Kara Philoon – May 26 

 

Annual Congregation Meeting 

 
Please join Hakafa for our Annual Congregation Meeting on 
Sunday, May 18 at 10:30 a.m., immediately following the Family 
Service at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). The 
following slate of officers will be voted on at this meeting: 
  
President:  Jeff Rosenberg 
Vice President:  John Thomason 
Operations Treasurer:  Steve Varick 
Dues Treasurer:  Nancy Goodman 
Secretary:  Lori Wilansky 
Endowment Trustees (4 year terms): Scott Lowtwait 

        Leanne Star (3rd year) 
  
The installation of officers will take place at our 30

th
 Anniversary 

Shabbat Service on Friday, June 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). Please 
contact our President, Peter Office (president@hakafa.org or 847-
256-2941), with questions. 

 

 

Save the Date for Hakafa’s 30th 

Anniversary Celebration! 
 
In honor Hakafa’s 30

th
 Anniversary, please 

join us for Shabbat Services on Friday, 
June 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka).  We will be joined by our 
founding rabbi, Rabbi Robert J. Marx.  Our 
service will include the installation of our 
2014-15 officers.  The evening will conclude 
with a festive oneg hosted by all Hakafa 
presidents, past and present!  We hope you 
will come celebrate with us! 

 

Condolences to… 
 

Judith Abramson and family on the loss of 
her father, Herb. 
 
Kenneth Davis and family on the loss of his 
mother, Gertrude. 
 

Jewish Needlework 

 
Hakafa member, Sylvia Dresser, has 
recently been inspired to learn more about 
Jewish needlework, both ritual and ordinary 
textile objects. If you are interested in this as 
well, please contact Sylvia (847-945-6095 or 
sylviadresser@gmail.com), to figure out 
together what this might look like as a Hakafa 
activity.   

 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:sylviadresser@gmail.com
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Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love for you to 
join us on either Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday mornings: 
 
Wednesday Afternoons: 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  
 
Tuesday Evenings: 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
with questions.  
 

 

Member News (continued) 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on Thursday, 
May 1 at a location to be announced in the weekly bulletin.  Bring 
your own lunch and prepare to participate in a lively discussion 
with Rabbi Elder!   
 
New participants are always welcome.  

 
 

Reaching Out 

 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource guide of 
members’ services and skills in order to support one another. Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-4050 or 
HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 
 
Career Counseling: As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are 
currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems: Hakafa is in partnership with the following 
community agencies: 

1. Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen (847-568-5154 or www.jvschicago.org)  
2. Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy (847-295-5626 or www.careerresourcecenter.org) 
3. parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers with 

qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 

Adult Study 
 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on Thursday, 
May 15 at 9:00 a.m. at the Home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  Join us for a lively conversation with 
Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always welcome 

Hebrew Circle 

 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice 
your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking 
Hakafa members, please join us on Tuesday, 
May 13 at noon at the office of Brad Reiff 
(332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 312-322-

0290) for an hour of lunch and conversation – 
all in Hebrew! 

 
 

Are You Interested in Becoming  

an Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah? 
 
We are looking into the possibility of having an 
adult b’nai mitzvah class in the coming year. 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 
847-266-8854) if you are interested in 
participating. 

 
 

Mishneh Torah Class 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our 
May sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, May 13 and 27 
at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison Blakley 
Davis and Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill 
Drive, Northbrook).  Come join us and Rabbi 
Elder to learn more about what halacha has to 
say on almost every aspect of life.   

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Rabbi Marx Honored at JCUA’s 

 50th Anniversary 
 
On Thursday, June 12, the Jewish Council on Urban 
Affairs (JCUA) will honor Hakafa’s rabbi 
emeritus, Rabbi Robert J. Marx, for its 50th 
Anniversary.  For more event information, go 
to www.jcua.org/BIG50. There are special 
benefits for members of Hakafa!  Contact Peggy 
Slater (630-287-1772 or peggyslater@msn.com) for 
details. 

 
 

JCUA’S Or Tzedek: A Jewish Teen Summer 

Institute for Social Justice 
 
The Jewish Council on Urban Affairs’ (JCUA) Or Tzedek 
Institute is a two week-long summer experience for Jewish 
high school students looking to address urban issues.  
 
Check out the Or Tzedek website (www.ortzedek.org) for 
all of the details! Or, contact Rebecca Katz, Teen 
Programs Manager, at JCUA (312-663-0960 or 
rebecca@jcua.org) for more information. 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee, Snacks, and Conversation 
 
Congregation members are taking turns providing coffee and 
breakfast snacks for the adults in between the morning service 
and adult study sessions on Sunday mornings. Please join us for 
some good drinks, food, and conversation! If you'd like to sign up 
for a Sunday, contact Jennifer Hirsch (jhirsch683@gmail.com 
or 847-581-9062). 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Programming  
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 

Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

Sunday, May 4, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Adult Study: Rabbi Ali Abrams  
This will be the final session of Adult Study for the year and will 
also be the last of four sessions during which Rabbi Alison 
Abrams, Director of Organizing at the Jewish Council on Urban 
Affairs, will teach.  

 
Rabbi Abrams' topic is:  No Justice, No Peace!  While this may 
be a popular slogan from modern times, the idea of justice and 
peace being inextricably linked can be found in early rabbinic 
discussions. In this four part series, we will explore the ways in 
which pursuing justice is necessary for the creation of a peaceful 
world.  We will delve into the wisdom and inspiration of Perek Ha-
Shalom, a rabbinic text that focuses on themes of justice, peace, 
and truth.  No prior experience or learning necessary- just bring 
your curiosity (and coffee, if you like!).  
 
Jewish Culture:  Jewish Yoga for Adults 
Join us for our final session of Jewish Yoga for the year!  This 
year, our six sessions have been taught by Karen Citow and 
Sharyn Galindo, Hakafa members who are certified instructors 
and who own or have owned successful yoga studios on the 
North Shore. All adults are invited to bring your own yoga mat and 
meet us in the Takiff Center Community Hall for this year's final 
session!  
 

Adult Study (continued) 
 

Film Group 
 
The film group will screen Fill the Void on 
Saturday, May 10 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices 
at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
 
Rama Burshtein’s Fill the Void is a deeply 
moving, gorgeously shot account of a beautiful 
eighteen-year-old Hasidic girl becoming a 
woman. This is the first major film to be 
directed by an Orthodox woman director. It 
won 7 Israeli Academy awards. 
 
Join us for dinner if you like at 6:00 p.m. at our 
offices. Since we’ll be ordering pizza from Little 
Red Hen, please contact Mike Solomon (847-
835-2040 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) by 
noon on Saturday to let us know if you’ll be 
joining us for dinner--so we have some idea of 
the number of pizzas to order. Or, come 
directly for the movie. Everyone is invited!  
Feel free to bring friends, family, and a nosh if 
you like. 

 

JCUA 
 

http://www.jcua.org/BIG50
mailto:peggyslater@msn.com
mailto:rebecca@jcua.org
mailto:jhirsch683@gmail.com
mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net


 

                                                                                                                                                 

         Hakafa School News  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Note from the Director of Education 

 

     It is time to think about the end of this school year and look toward summer!  We had a wonderful year 

with many new programs.  In Sunday School, each grade had its own Family Education programming, as 

well as a field trip that included The Ark, The Marshall Center for Jewish Learning, and a special Passover 

program that came to Hakafa from the Marshall Learning Center.  We hope that these experiences helped 

foster a sense of community within each grade and also helped our families venture out a bit to get a 

glimpse of what is available as resources in the wider Jewish Community.  We also had extra Rikudei Am 

(Israeli Dancing) for our 7th-9th grades, Social Action Chug, Sports Chug, and Chug Hasefer (Book 

workshop), and a trip to the Holocaust museum that were amazing learning experiences for our kids! 
   

     On Sunday mornings, in honor of celebrating our 30th anniversary, we were fortunate to have members 

come and speak to us about what Hakafa has meant for them and their families throughout the years.  We 

hope that gave our current families an opportunity to see Hakafa from the eyes of founding members and 

help tell a bit of our history as a Congregation.  Thank you to all who participated in telling their story. 
 

     At Hebrew School, students participated in our popular Makom Ivri (Hebrew Learning Center) and had 

the benefit of more personal teaching attention with our class divisions.  We are looking forward to 

continuing this successful approach in the next school year.  
  

     Another program that is worth highlighting is our Kiva program.  Thank you to Beth Gordon, Sara Kurensky, 

Rabbi Elder, and to all of our classroom teachers who helped facilitate this amazing program! 
 

     As we look toward the end of this school year, there are a few dates to mark on our calendars.  On 

Tuesday May 13, our Hey (7th grade) Hebrew class will be graduating during our Hebrew school service.  This 

will be followed by a celebration with 7th grade parents and their graduates.  We wish them a Mazal 

Tov!  On Sunday May 18, we will be having a special schedule for our last day that will include Teacher 

Recognition, a 30th Anniversary celebration, and a light reception.  Please mark the special schedule on 

your calendars and plan to attend. 
 

     We wish you a wonderful and restful summer, and please look for your registration materials in July.  We 

would love to see your returned materials as early as you can! 
 

     Until then.... If you have any questions or concerns over the summer months, 

please feel free to contact me at education@hakafa.org. 

L'shalom, Bibi 
 

Hebrew School Graduation 
 

Our Seventh Grade Hebrew School students will graduate on the second-to-last day of Hebrew School, 

Tuesday, May 13.  They will lead the Tuesday evening service that will include their graduation.  All Hakafa 

families are invited to join the seventh grade Hebrew students for this special service at 4:50 p.m. at the Takiff 

Center.  A celebration for the graduates and their parents will follow.  We congratulate our Hebrew School 

Graduates and their families:   

 

Elan Atar, Zoe Bendoff, Max Bickers, Andrew Cohen, Joey Galindo, Rachel Koza,  

Kara Philoon, Jae Podorovsky, Jamie Rosenberg, Kate Thomason 
  

 



 

    

    

                     May 2014
 

 

     

 

 

 
 
 
 

As the 2013-14 school year comes to a 
close, please plan to join us on the 

last day of Religious School, 
Sunday, May 18, 2014Sunday, May 18, 2014Sunday, May 18, 2014Sunday, May 18, 2014,,,,    

as we celebrate 
 

Hakafa’s 3Hakafa’s 3Hakafa’s 3Hakafa’s 30000thththth    Anniversary!Anniversary!Anniversary!Anniversary!        
 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.    
� Last Family Service of the Year 
� Teacher Appreciation Ceremony 
 
10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.    
� Students Attend Class 
� Congregation Annual Meeting for Adults 
 
11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.    
� 30th Anniversary Celebration with all 
    Adults, Children, and Teachers.  
� Student/Class Presentations 
� Friendship Circle 

 
Our Friendship Circle will be followed by aOur Friendship Circle will be followed by aOur Friendship Circle will be followed by aOur Friendship Circle will be followed by a 

Light ReceptionLight ReceptionLight ReceptionLight Reception! 
 

Hakafa Hakafa Hakafa Hakafa tttt----shirtsshirtsshirtsshirts    will be handed outwill be handed outwill be handed outwill be handed out    
during the reception!during the reception!during the reception!during the reception!    

                                                  
 

            Sunday Bagels 

                 Thank-You                                     
 

Todah Rabah (thank you very much) to all of the 

families who set-up and cleaned-up the Sunday 

bagels throughout this school year and to Marcy 

Cohen for so seamlessly coordinating them.  

Whether you helped out this year or not, please 

consider volunteering for this simple task next 

year.  This generous offer of time means so much 

to all Hakafa families!   

    
 
 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

The final workshop in Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through 

the Shabbat Service” b’nai mitzvah service prep 

series has been rescheduled for Saturday, May 17 

at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 

Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  Families with both 

morning and evening services will meet at 10:30 

a.m.  At that time, Rabbi Elder will break down the 

concluding part of the service, explaining themes 

and language.  Also, there will be the opportunity 

to discuss music options for your service.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Rabbi Elder 

(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 

 

 

 

                                           Dates to Note. . . 
 

May 11 – No Religious School (Mother’s Day) 

May 13 – Hebrew School Graduation,  

                4:50 p.m. (TC) 

May 17 – Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop,  

     10:30 a.m. (NSUMC)  

May 18 – Last Day of Religious School & 30th 

    Anniversary Celebration, 9:45 a.m.- 

    12:00 p.m. (TC) 

May 20 – Last Day of Hebrew School 

. . 

: 
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A Just Harvest 

 
Are you looking for a fun and meaningful way to spend part of Mother's Day?  A Just Harvest, located on the far 
north side of Chicago, is looking for volunteers to provide and serve dinner on Sunday May 11.   
 
Congregation Hakafa has committed to provide 12-15 volunteers on the second Sunday of each month, and we are 
still in need of congregants on the following dates:   
 

May 11, June 8, July 13 and August 10. 
 
If you, or anyone you know, are available, please contact Judy Rose-Epstein (missyepstein@att.net or 847-501-2856) 
or Joan Fishman (j.fishman@sbcglobal.net or 847-853-1766). 
 

 

Bar Mitzvah Social Action Project 
 
My name is Eli Cohen and for my Bar 
Mitzvah social action project I am going to 
be helping out a girls’ soccer team in Cape 
Town, South Africa called RV United. I am 
working with Rebecca Hershow from Hakafa 
who now lives in South Africa. I am 
collecting new or used shoes in sizes (men’s 
4.5 - 7.5 and women's 6 - 9). Also I am 
collecting shin guards, soccer socks, and 
soccer balls. If you want to learn more about 
the team here is a link about RV Untied:   
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxCsHSh
JcZ4&feature=youtu.be 
  
Please bring any items you have to 
Religious School through the end of the 
school year, and I will be standing by the 
table outside of the Community Hall 
collecting after the family service. Most 
importantly, we need help getting the items 
to South Africa, so if you know of someone 
traveling there, please contact me at 
mcohen105@gmail.com or 847-920-9290.  
 
Lastly, if you would like to donate but do not 
have any equipment, I am also taking 
financial donations which will be used to 
cover shipping costs to South Africa. Thanks 
so much for your help! 
 

Bar Mitzvah Social Action Project 
 
My name is Max Bickers and for my bar mitzvah social action project 
I am raising money for the Khan Academy. The Khan Academy is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to providing free online educational 
videos and activities all around the world. Check it out at 
www.khanacademy.org. 
 
I am raising money for Khan Academy by tutoring kids in the 
community in math and computer science. If you are interested in 
learning more, please contact me at: maxtbickers@gmail. Thank 
you! 
 

 
 

Social Action 
 

Spring into Pink – Raising Money for  

Breast Cancer Research  
 
Help Hakafa’s BBYO youth group as we raise money for breast 
cancer research and education - - On Saturday, May 3, Spring Into 
Pink with Hakafa teens as we take part in the Spring into Pink 5K 
Walk in Wilmette benefitting the Felicia Patt Kaplan Memorial 
Foundation.  Bring your family and friends, have a fun morning, and 
help us make a difference!   
 
For information, to buy tickets or donate go to:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-into-pink-5k-walk-in-memory-of-
felicia-kaplan-tickets-7795182601 
 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxCsHShJcZ4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxCsHShJcZ4&feature=youtu.be
mailto:mcohen105@gmail.com
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-into-pink-5k-walk-in-memory-of-felicia-kaplan-tickets-7795182601
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-into-pink-5k-walk-in-memory-of-felicia-kaplan-tickets-7795182601
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               May 2014 – Iyar / Sivan 5774 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
 

 
 
 

 

1      Family Promise at NSUMC 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
 

 

2      Family Promise at NSUMC 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service & Yom 
HaAtzma’ut Celebration (WCH) 

3      Family Promise at NSUMC 

 
 

Spring into Pink 5K Walk 
in Wilmette 

 
 

4     Family Promise at NSUMC  
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
      
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
     Adult Study 
     Jewish Yoga for Adults 

5    Yom HaZikaron 
               (Israel’s Memorial Day)   

 

6     Yom HaAtzma’ut 
           (Israel’s Independence Day)   

  
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

7  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

8     
 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

10  
 

Final 10th Grade Retreat 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 
 

11     Mother’s Day 
 

 

12 
 

13       

 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
     4:50 p.m. – Hebrew School 
                          Graduation 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

15      Newsletter Articles Due 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
 
 

 

16  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service 
   Guest Speaker: Dr. Robyne Diller    
   (WCH) 

17 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan (NSUMC) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
 Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Lag BaOmer Bonfire 

18     Lag BaOmer     
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Congregation Annual Meeting (TC) 
 

 

19 
 

20  
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

21  
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

 

22 

 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
High School Seniors 
Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

23  
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Singing Shabbat 
(WCH) 
 
9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

24  
 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Jack Kelly (AM) 
 
 

25       
 

26    Memorial Day  
 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Kara Philoon (PM) 

 

27 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

28 Yom Yerushalayim 
                     (Jerusalem Day) 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

29 30 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

31 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 

 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               June 2014 – Sivan / Tammuz 5774 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Shavuot Tikkun and Yizkor Service 
(Home of Annette Turow) 
 

Erev Shavuot 

4       Shavuot 
 

5 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH) 

7  

 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Max Bickers (AM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8  
 

Greater Chicago Jewish Festival 
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

(St. Paul Woods, Morton Grove) 

 

9  
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Maya McCauley (AM) 

 

10  

 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

11   
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

12  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Rabbi Marx Honored at 
JCUA’s 50th Anniversary Celebration 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service, 
30th Anniversary Celebration, and  
Installation of Officers (WCH) 

14  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Rachel Koza (AM) 

15     Father’s Day 
 

16 
 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)  

18  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

19  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

21  
 

 

22     
 

23 
 

24  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

25  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

26 
 

 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

28 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 

 

29 
 

30 
 

 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Peter Office ………………………………...…………...………………President 

Jeff Rosenberg…..……………………………………..….………Vice President 

Rachel Lee………...………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

John Thomason…....………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 

Scott Lowtwait.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Mark Kaufmann...……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  

May 2014 
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