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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

 

A Visit to my Rabbi 
 
I went to visit Rabbi Marx a few weeks ago. It had been a long time since the two of us sat down and just 

talked. Pirke Avot (“The Sayings of our Ancestors”) teaches, “Get yourself a teacher, find yourself a 

friend.”(1:6) In Rabbi Marx, I am honored to have both of these and more. 

 

Like Rabbi Marx, our conversation took me down memory lane, though not nearly as far or to as profound a 

time. I was transported to the summer of 1988, to Uptown and my first protest. Then-Governor Jim 

Thompson had proposed draconian cuts in housing assistance programs for people who are poor. The cuts 

would have forced tens of thousands of Chicagoans, including a significant number of elderly Jews, out of 

their homes. 

 

I was working as an intern at the Jewish Federation’s Ezra Multi-Service Center, and its housing advocate 

invited me to join her on a picket line in front of the governor’s Uptown mansion. I went, was handed a sign, 

and began the intentional circling and chanting that characterize most pickets. In doing so, my life was 

changed forever… 

 

… not because of the protest per se, but because of the neighborhood newspaper that plastered a picture of 

me at the protest on its front page the very next day.  All I could think at the time was, “Oy,” “Thank God 

my parents live in Ohio,” and: 

 

“Is this what a nice, Jewish boy should be doing?” 

 

It is not so easy to be a Jew in America today, precisely because it is so easy to be a Jew in America today. 

How can we hear “commanded-ness” when society and affluence scream autonomy? How can we feel 

“people” when peoplehood has all but been washed away; “culture” when ethnicity has been assimilated 

away; “community” in an age of individualism; or, “restraint” when materialism runs amok? If, as the 

success of our Americanization allows, Judaism is now an auxiliary activity in our lives, if we can be Jewish 

only when and how we feel like it, then Judaism ceases to be sustainable, meaningful, or relevant. It ceases 

to be holy, leaving us with no idea of what it is at all or what we should be doing in its name.  

 

But, that is exactly what Judaism is: Holy. It is the voice, lodged deep in the recesses of our collective, 

primal conscience that says, “What I think I need might not be what I know I need. I can be driven by more 

than merely what I want or am. I am nothing without being in relationship to the other and the Other. And, to 

be rooted in a collective beyond the self enables the self to become complete.”  

 

Said another way, it is Amos, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Elijah. It is the justice we demand in ourselves and the 

justice we demand for others.  It is the prayer in every breath we take and the rhythm that pulsates in every 

niggun we chant. It is exactly what this Jewish boy should be doing, but is not doing quite well enough. And, 

it is the tikva, the hope, that each of us will realize how much more we each have to do, together, in and for 

this world of ours.  

 

I went to visit Rabbi Marx a few weeks ago. It was a good visit. 
 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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 Friday Night Services    

 
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House on the following evenings: 

 
May 3   Shabbat B’har-B’chukotai 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 25:1-27:34 
  Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19–17:14   

Family Service 
  
May 10  Shabbat B’midbar 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 1:1-4:20 
  Haftarah: Hosea 2:1–22 
    
May 17  Shabbat Naso 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 4:21-7:89 
  Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25 
  Shabbat Service  

Confirmation Ceremony 
  Please note early start time 
   

May 24  Shabbat B’haalot’cha 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 8:1-12:15 
  Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7 
  Rabbi’s Tisch after oneg 
 
May 30  Shabbat Sh’lach L’cha 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 13:1-15:41 
  Haftarah: Joshua 2:1-24 
 
  

 
 
       

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us on May 4 and 18 at 8:30 a.m. 
at the home of Leanne Star (1109 Lake 
Avenue, Wilmette) for our May Shabbat 
morning minyanim.  This hour-long service 
and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat.   
 
People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  Please contact Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 
with any questions.  
 

Yizkor Service – Shavuot 
 

Jewish tradition tells us that four times during 
the year, in addition to the anniversary of the 
death of a loved one, we are to recall the 
memories of those who have died. These four 
times, known as yizkor (remembrance), 
coincide with major holidays on the Jewish 
calendar. The holiday of Shavuot is a day on 
which yizkor is traditionally recited.  
 
Please join us on Wednesday, May 15 at 
10:30 a.m. at Lakeside Congregation for 
Reform Judaism (1221 County Line Road, 
Highland Park).   
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854) with questions. 
 

May Family Shabbat Service 
 
Our next Family Shabbat Service will take 
place on Friday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).   
 
Our Family Service is shorter than our regular 
services and is held an hour earlier so that 
families with children are able to attend.  Of 
course, the service will fit the needs of 
everyone – no matter what age – and all are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  An oneg 
will follow.  
 

Shavuot Tikkun 
 
Shavuot (pronounced shah-voo-OAT) occurs on the 
sixth day of the Hebrew month of Sivan (on Wednesday, 
May 15 this year).  It is the second of three pilgrimage 
festivals (Passover and Sukkot are the other two).  
Shavuot commemorates the day God gave Moses the 
Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.  It also has an 
agricultural reference, marking a stage in the harvest.   
 
One of the customs of Shavuot is to hold a tikkun, or 
Torah-based learning session, late into the night.  Join 
us as we study on Tuesday evening, May 14 at 7:30 
p.m. at the home of Annette Turow (727 Roslyn Place, 
Evanston).  Learning will be led by Rabbi Elder.  
 
Coffee and nosh will be available.  We hope you will 
join us!  Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854) with questions. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Hebrew School Graduation  

Our seventh grade Hebrew students will 
graduate at a special service on Tuesday, May 
21 at 5:10 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 
Green Bay Road, Glencoe) that they will plan 
and lead during the last session of Hebrew 
School this year. 
 
We congratulate our Hebrew School class of 
5773 and their families: 
 

Matt Adler, Sammy Fogel, Maya Garfinkel, 
Aaron Saef, Lauren Yousha 

 
A celebration with all of our Hebrew School 
students will follow. 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday 

evening onegs throughout the spring and 

summer. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful 
way to help support Hakafa and is also a nice 
way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation.  Many people have traditionally 
honored the memory of a loved one on his/her 
yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  If you would like 
to host an oneg, please contact Susan Scheff 
(soscheff@att.net or 847-433-5644) to reserve 
a date. 
 

Confirmation  
 
The entire congregation is cordially invited to the 
Confirmation of our Tenth and Eleventh Grade 
Students at Shabbat Services on Friday, May 17 at 
7:30 p.m. (PLEASE NOTE EARLY TIME) at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka). 
 
We congratulate our confirmation class of 5773 and 
their families: 
 

Stephanie Curley, H.B. Homer, Julia Kahn,  
Andy Kaufmann, Isabel Patt, David Pollak, 

Josh Philoon, Eliot Rapoport, Sam Rosenberg, 
Becca Winer, Izzy Yellen 

 
An oneg will follow the service. 

 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would 
like to share holidays with fellow congregants and do 
not have the opportunity to do so.  If you would like to 
host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if you 
need a place to go for the holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

 

Come to the Rabbi’s Tisch 

 
A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit 
around after Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim 
(wordless melodies), and study the weekly Torah 
portion. Join Rabbi Elder for a tisch on Friday, May 24 
after services and the oneg. We’ll learn a little, 
schmooze a little, sing a little, and enjoy one another’s 
company. 
 

Prayer in the Park is Back! 

 
Prayer in the Park, a twenty minute service on 
a weekday afternoon, is a chance to end a work 
day in song, in prayer, and in nature. Please 
join us, weather permitting, for the first Prayer 
in the Park of 2013 on Wednesday, May 1 at 
5:00 p.m. at Turnbull Woods (The entrance is 
on the east side of Green Bay Road, just south 
of Lake Cook Road.). Contact Ellen Freedman 
(LNFreedman@comcast.net or 847-835-4345) 
with questions.  
 

High School Senior Dinner with  

Rabbi Elder 

 
All high school seniors are invited to join Rabbi Elder 
for a special End-of-the-Year Dinner at The Bagel at 
Old Orchard on Thursday, May 23 at 6:00 p.m.  
Please R.S.V.P. by May 17 to Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). 

 
 

mailto:soscheff@att.net
http://us.mc825.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=LNFreedman@comcast.net


4                                                        The Circle                                               May 2013 

Member News 
 

Growing Our Circle 

The task force to supplement the activities of the membership 
committee and to continue the conversation about the various 
ways that we can more consistently attract new families will 
meet on Sunday, May 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jeff 
Rosenberg (1607 Forest Ave., Wilmette, 847-853-0121). 

 

Congregation Annual Meeting 

 
Please join Hakafa at the Annual Congregation Meeting on 
Sunday, May 19 at 10:30 a.m. immediately following the 
Family Service at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe).  The slate of officers will be voted on at this 
meeting.   
 
The installation of officers will take place at Shabbat Services 
on Friday, June 14 at 8:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  Please contact our 
President, Peter Office (president@hakafa.org or 847-256-
2941) with questions.   
 

Hakafa Coffees 

 
Every five years, Hakafa members 
come together to envision our next five 
years. Even if you already attended a 
coffee in April, please feel free to join us 
for coffee on one of the two remaining 
dates below and share your ideas about 
what we are and what we can be.  Your 
input is vital to us moving forward 
together.  We hope you will join us!   
 
Wednesday, May 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
(Focus on Empty-Nesters) 
Home of Betsy Hersher  
1444 Stratford Road, Deerfield 
  
Sunday, May 5 at 5:00 p.m.  
(Open Topics) 
Home of Ellen and John O'Dwyer  
825 Sheridan Road, Glencoe 
   
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to 
reach out to one another.  If you know of 
anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who could 
benefit from support, such as a visit, 
delivery and/or preparation of meals, or 
a ride to a health care appointment, 
please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854). 
You can also contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-
0864) to volunteer. 

 
 

 
Condolences to… 

 

Judith Joseph and family on the loss of her aunt, Esther Driss. 
 
Jerry Rosenthal and family on the loss of his father, Jack 
Rosenthal. 
 
Lynn Sanders and family on the loss of her cousin, Ida Witkin. 
 
Rich Wallach and family on the loss of his father, Howard 
Wallach. 
 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Hope and Jeff Sheffield on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Marie Esther 
Tharaud.  
  
Our seventh grade Hebrew School 
graduates and their families. 
 
Our confirmands and their families. 
 

Mazal Tov to the following B’nai Mitzvah 
 

May 4 – Hannah Stein 
May 11 – Katy Krauskopf 

May 25 – Matt Adler 
 

Thank you to… 
 
Laura Kaiser-Innes and Lynn Sanders for coordinating and 
leading our seder at Robineau House. 
 
Josh Kahn, Bob Rifkin, and the Israel Committee for planning 
a wonderful Yom HaAtzma’ut service and oneg. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
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Chevra Kadisha 
 

On February 25, Hakafa signed the contract for our new green cemetery section at Willow Lawn in Vernon 
Hills. We purchased twenty-five plots, seventeen of which have been sold to individuals. Eight plots are still 
available for purchase. An additional twenty-five contiguous plots will be held for us for through February 
2014.  Contact Peter Office (president@hakafa.org or 847-256-2941) or Deborah Brown 
(dmb9476@gmail.com or 847-421-3985)  for more information about purchasing plots. For more information 
about Willow Lawn cemetery, as well as our section at Shalom Memorial Park, you can also look on the 
Hakafa website under “Our Community” – “End of Life Resources.” 

This cemetery section at Willow Lawn is different not only in being green, but also in that it will allow 
the burial of non-Jewish family members within it. Other Jewish cemeteries in this area allow non-Jews 
to be buried with their Jewish family members only in separate sections which are surrounded by hedges or 
wide pathways to mark them off. Hakafa will consecrate this new green, inclusive Jewish cemetery section 
by early summer. 

If you would like to hear more information about this subject, please come to a panel discussion at the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation (303 Dodge Ave, Evanston) at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 16. 

 

Job Opportunity 
 
Occasionally, we receive information about opportunities which might be helpful to our members.  Hakafa 
member, Carolyn Kurtz, has informed us about a job opening in her organization, located in Skokie, Illinois: 
  
The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC) is a private, non-profit organization 
formed in 1979.  They are the leader in developing standards to advance and promote patient safety, quality 
care, and value for ambulatory health care through peer-based accreditation processes, education, and 
research. AAAHC currently accredits more than 5,000 organizations in a wide variety of ambulatory health 
care setting. They are also the official accrediting organization for the US Air Force and the US Coast Guard. 
 
AAAHC is currently hiring for the following positions: Manager, Accreditation Services; Accreditation Process 
Clerk, Applications Coordinator I. To obtain the job requirements for these positions, please send your 
inquiry to jbenitez@aaahc.org.  

 

Reaching Out 
 

Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource 
guide of members’ services and skills in order to support one another. Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-
272-4050 or HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 
 
Career Counseling – As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members 
who are currently unemployed.   
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems – Hakafa is in partnership with the 
following community agencies: 
 

1. Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen at 847-568-5154 or 
www.jvschicago.org)  

2. Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy at 847-295-5626 or 
www.careerresourcecenter.org) 

3. parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers 
with qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 
 

mailto:dmb9476@gmail.com
http://us.mc1811.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jbenitez@aaahc.org
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

     It is difficult to believe that I am already writing 

the last Chadashot article for this school 

year.  Where did the time go? We have had a 

wonderful year in which students experienced 

exciting classroom activities in both Hebrew and 

Religious School.  In Religious School we had some 

amazing programs such as “Defamation” and the 

“Raining Season” presentations.  At Hebrew School 

we implemented our Makom Ivri with amazing 

success.  Students really looked forward to their 

sessions each week.  In addition, our 5th and 6th 

grade classes were split into smaller learning 

groups that helped teachers and senior staff track 

student progress more carefully.  We hope to build 

upon these learning opportunities as we begin 

planning for the next school year. 

     I would like to thank Beth Gordon on behalf of 

our Religious School for providing programming for 

the 6th-9th grades in the recent weeks.  She 

facilitated wonderful discussions with our students 

regarding the topic of gender stereotyping and 

the oppression of women.  

     Our May schedule includes our last day of 

Religious School on May 19 when we will have our 

teacher appreciation ceremony.  Please mark the 

special schedule on your calendars and plan to 

attend. On May 21 we will be having our last day 

of Hebrew School that will include Hebrew 

graduation.  Please come join us as the 7th grade 

class will be leading services and celebrating their 

graduation. On Friday May 17, our 10th and 11th 

graders will be confirmed at Friday evening 

services.   Mazal Tov to all! 

     We wish you a wonderful and restful summer, 

and please look for our registration material in 

July.  We would love to see your returned materials 

as early as possible! 

     Until then... if you have any questions or 

concerns over the summer months, please feel 

free to contact me at education@hakafa.org. 

      

L'shalom,  

     Bibi 
 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation   

 

On Friday, May 17, please join us as the 

Confirmation Class of 5773/2013 is confirmed at a 

7:30 p.m. Service and Ceremony at the Winnetka 

Community House.  We congratulate our 

confirmation students and their families:   
 

Stephanie Curley, H.B. Homer, Julia Kahn, 

Andy Kaufmann, Isabel Patt, David Pollak, 
Josh Philoon, Eliot Rapoport, Sam Rosenberg, 

Becca Winer, Izzy Yellen 
 

 

 

 

Hebrew School Graduation 
 

Our Seventh Grade Hebrew School students will 

graduate on the last day of Hebrew School, 

Tuesday, May 21.  They will lead the Tuesday 

evening service that will include their graduation.  

All Hakafa families are invited to join the seventh 

grade Hebrew students for this special service at 

5:10 p.m. at the Takiff Center.  A celebration will 

follow.  We congratulate our Hebrew School 

Graduates and their families:   

 
Matt Adler, Sammy Fogel, Maya Garfinkel, 

Aaron Saef, Lauren Yousha 

  

 

Ninth Grade Parent and Student 

Meeting about 10th Grade Program 
 
Parents of current Hakafa 9th graders are invited 

to a short meeting in the 9th grade classroom 

(Community Room 3) at the Takiff Center on 

Sunday, May 19, at 10:15 a.m. to introduce them 

to next year's 10th grade retreat-based curriculum 

and to answer any questions about it. Please 

contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-

266-8854) with questions. 

 

 

 

 



 

    

    

         May 2013
 

 

     

 

 

As the 2012-13 school year comes to a close, 
 please plan to join us on the last day of Religious School  

at 11:3011:3011:3011:30    a.m. a.m. a.m. a.m. as we honor our teachers at our yearly 
    

Teacher Appreciation CeremonyTeacher Appreciation CeremonyTeacher Appreciation CeremonyTeacher Appreciation Ceremony, 
 

say l’hitraot for the summer at our annual 
    

Hakafa Friendship Hakafa Friendship Hakafa Friendship Hakafa Friendship CircleCircleCircleCircle, 
 

and celebrate with an  
 

EndEndEndEnd----ofofofof----Year Year Year Year TreatTreatTreatTreat! 
    

 
 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 

Shabbat Services 
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that 

Rabbi Elder has taught this year, students and 

families whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be 

taking place in the year after this month are 

invited to attend the final of four Shabbat morning 

services on Saturday, May 18 at the North Shore 

United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 

Glencoe).  This service is designed to give b’nai 

mitzvah candidates and their families the 

opportunity to have hands-on “practice” and 

“experience” with all that is learned in the 

workshops.  It will also help the students to become 

familiar and comfortable with the service.  There 

will be two services:  The 10:30 a.m. service is for 

those who are having morning ceremonies.  The 

11:45 a.m. service is for those who are having 

evening ceremonies. The setting will be informal 

and educational.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org). 

 

 

                                                  

            Sunday Bagels 

                 Thank-You                                     
 

Todah Rabah (thank you very much) to all of the 

families who set-up and cleaned-up the Sunday 

bagels throughout this school year and to Marcy 

Cohen for so seamlessly coordinating them.  

Whether you helped out this year or not, please 

consider volunteering for this simple task next 

year.  This generous offer of time means so much 

to all Hakafa families!   

 

 

Dates to Note. . .  
 

May 12 – No Religious School (Mother’s Day) 

May 14 – NO Hebrew School – Erev Shavuot 

May 15 - Shavuot 

May 17 – Confirmation Ceremony & Shabbat  

     Service, 7:30 p.m. (WCH) 

May 18 – Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service,  

     10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. (NSUMC)  

May 19 – Last Day of Religious School, 9:45 a.m.- 

    12:00 p.m. (TC) 

 * 9th Grade Parent/Student Meeting 

   about 10th Grade Program 

  * 11:30 a.m. Teacher Recognition, 

     Friendship Circle, and End-of-Year 

      Treat 

May 21 – Last Day of Hebrew School 

  * 5:10 p.m. Hebrew School  

   Graduation (TC) 

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER BREAK! 
 

 

 

. . 

: 
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Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love for 
you to join us on Wednesdays at the home of Sandy 
Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 
2:30 p.m.   
 

Please note: There will be no class on  
Wednesday, May 15. 

 
Torah study is offered, as well, from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at 
our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  For the month of May, our usual 
Tuesday evening classes will NOT meet on Tuesdays. 
Instead, we will meet on Wednesday, May 8 and 22 and 

Thursday, May 30. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Film Group 
 
The film group will screen A Serious Man (2009) on 
Saturday, May 18 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). In the film, Larry Gopnik has hit a "rough patch." 
People are dropping dead all around him, his wife wants a 
get (Jewish divorce), and his whining kids and inadequate 
brother only add to the heavy load. Directed by the Coen 
brothers, this dark comedic send-up of Midwestern, 
suburban, Jewish culture circa 1967 will bring a spark of 
recognition to those of us who were there.  
 
Meet us for a light dinner together at 5:45 p.m. at Vernon’s 
(Vernon Avenue, Glencoe), or come directly to our offices 
for the movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to bring 
friends, family, and a nosh. 
 
Please contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040) with 
questions. 
 
 

 

 

Adult Education 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Our May Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon 
on Thursday, May 2 at the office of Steve Varick (131 S. 
Dearborn Street, 30th Floor).  Bring your own lunch and 
prepare to participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  
New participants are always welcome. 

Nosh and Know on the  

North Shore  
 
Our May session of “Nosh & Know on the 
North Shore” will take place on Thursday, 
May 16 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of 
Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, 
Glencoe, 847-835-5077).  Join us for lively 
conversation with Rabbi Elder.   

 

Hebrew Circle  

If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners 
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew 
with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us on Tuesday, 
May 14 at noon at the office of Brad 
Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 
312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and 
conversation – all in Hebrew! 

 

Adult Study 
 
Adult Study takes place on Sunday 
mornings during Religious School from 
10:30 a.m. to noon at the Takiff Center 
 
Our final adult study session for the school 
year will be on May 5. Rabbi Elder will 
conclude his series by discussing how 
sectarianism and messianism impact 
modern Judaism. 
 
 

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  
Our May sessions of Mishneh Torah 
(Jewish law) will be held on Tuesdays, 
May 7 and 21 at 10:00 a.m. at the home 
of Allison Blakley Davis and Kenneth 
Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook, 
847-571-3201).   
 
Come join us to learn more about what 
halacha has to say on almost every aspect 
of life.   
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New Justice Group for Women 
Are you interested in learning about the oppression of women and girls, both locally and around the world, 

and in taking action and advocating the empowerment of women? 
 
The inaugural meeting of the new Hakfafa Justice For Women Group will take place on Sunday, May 5 at 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). This meeting will serve as a 
starting point to determine the group's focus and generate ideas for education, action, and advocacy. Both 
men and women are encouraged to attend. This group may be about women, but it's definitely not only for 
women!   
 
Contact  Beth Gordon (bbgordon1@gmail.com) or Heather Ross (hross@rossandzuckerman.com) for 
more information. 

 

 

Social Action 
 

A Just Harvest: Feeding People who are 

Hungry and Working to Reduce Hunger 
 

Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A 
Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  
The kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, 
and each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience.  This summer’s volunteer 
roster still has many openings.  Even if you won’t be 
available to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by 
purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, a 
critical need.  If you would like to help, please 
contact Judy Rose-Epstein (missyepstein@att.net or 

847-501-2856). 

The Women of the Wall (WOW)  
 
There will be a women-led Torah service at the 
Daley Center (on Randolph St.) in support of 
Women of the Wall (WOW) on Friday, May 10 
from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This gathering is 
intended to focus public attention on the goals 
of WOW and to urge action by members of the 
Israeli government.  
 
Attend this service and make your voice heard 
on this important issue. Contact Carol 
Goldbaum (csgoldbaum@gmail.com) for more 
information. 
 

 

Join Hakafa’s Kiva Lending Team 
 
Kiva is a non-profit organization that helps to alleviate poverty through a worldwide network of microfinance institutions. 
For as little as $25, a lender can support individuals around the world who are working to make better lives for 
themselves.  
 
Hakafa started a Kiva account with gifts from the confirmation classes of 2007 and 2008. Since then, Rabbi Elder has 
been selecting loan recipients and, over past 6 years, over $23,000 has been loaned and reloaned to microfinance 222 
different loans around the globe!  
 
Hakafa’s Kiva account is now open to everyone. We have created a lending team where members can lend as 
individuals, but count each loan towards the overall impact of a team. 
  
By visiting team “Congregation Hakafa,” team members can make loans and see the impact of loans being made by 
the team as a whole.  
 
TO JOIN THE TEAM: 

1. Go to www.kiva.org, select “Communities,” and then search for “Congregation Hakafa.”  
2. Click on “Join Team,” and log into an existing Kiva account or create a new one.  
3. Follow prompts to make a loan.  
4. At checkout, make sure Team “Congregation Hakafa” is indicated before completing the transaction. 

 
If you have questions, please contact Beth Gordon (bbgordon1@gmail.com or 847-728-0230). 

 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
mailto:csgoldbaum@gmail.com
http://www.kiva.org, select
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               May 2013 – Iyar / Sivan 5773 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
 

 
 
 
 

1  
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Prayer in the Park 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Coffee (Home of Betsy Hersher) 

2  
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH)  

4  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Hannah Stein (PM) 

5      
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
10:30 a.m. 
     Justice for Women Group (TC) 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 
5:00 p.m. 
     Coffee  (O’Dwyer Home) 
7:00 Growing Our Circle (Home of Lisa 
and Jeff Robertson) 

6     7      
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah  
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 

8   Yom Yerushalayim     
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

9     10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

11  
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Katy Krauskopf (AM) 

12     Mother’s Day 
 

 

13 
 

14    Newsletter Articles Due 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shavuot Tikkun  
(Home of Annette Turow) 
 

Erev Shavuot 

15          Shavuot  
(Hakafa Office Closed) 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor Service 
(Lakeside Congregation) 
 

 

16  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
 
 

 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. (NOTE EARLY TIME) 
Shabbat Service and  
Confirmation Ceremony (WCH) 

18 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. 
Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services 
(NSUMC) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

19   
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 
10:15 a.m. 
9th Grade Parent/Student Meeting (TC) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Congregation Annual Meeting (TC) 

 

20 
 

21  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
     5:10 p.m. – Hebrew School  
                          Graduation 
 
  

22  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
High School Seniors Dinner 
with Rabbi Elder (The Bagel) 

24 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
 
9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

25  
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Matt Adler (AM) 
 
 

 

26       

 

 

27    Memorial Day  
 

28 
 
 
 
 
  

29 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 

 

30 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

31 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               June 2013 – Sivan / Tammuz 5773 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

  
 

 

1  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Hannah Greenberg (AM) 

2  

 

3  
 

4  

 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

5   
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

6  

 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

7  
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH) 

8  
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 

 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 

Kate Thomason 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

12  
 
 
 

 

13  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North 
Shore 
 

14  
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service and  
Installation of Officers (WCH) 

15  
 
Congregational Trip to Israel Departs 
 

 

16    Father’s Day  
 

17 
 

18  
 
  

19  
 
 
 

 

20 
 

 

21  
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

22 
 

B’nai Mitzvah Service of 
Sammy Fogel, Joshua Goldman, and 

Rebecca Goldman in Israel 

23 
 

24 
 

25  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

26 
 
 
 

 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

29 
 

 

30 
 
 

Congregational Trip to Israel 
Returns 

 

 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Peter Office ………………………………...…………...………………President 

Jeff Rosenberg…..……………………………………..….………Vice President 

Rachel Lee………...………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

John Thomason…....………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 

Scott Lowtwait.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Mark Kaufmann...……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
May2013 
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