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Words with Friends and the Jews 
 

Years ago, while clearing away yet another sight for yet another nuclear power plant, 
Iranian construction crews struck an historical gold mine: ancient Shushan’s trash dump.  
Archaeologists have since been digging through the rubble. And, amidst the dirty diapers and 
dishes of Persia of yore, they found a cache of broken tablets that were of particular interest to 
them. A large team of researchers spent a decade or so piecing together the hundreds of 
thousands of fragments. They then sent the tablets to a special lab for dating.  
 Recent advancements in DNA and carbon testing have led them to believe that the tablets 
contain a series of interactions between an Agagite minister and an Israelite prince dating to the 
fifth or fourth century BCE. Based on Sumerian, biblical, and other Middle Eastern sources, 
archaeologists are confident that have in their possession a Holy Grail of sorts - The source of 
conflict between Haman and Mordechai of early Shushan: 
  

An ancient game of Words with Friends. 
 
 Yes, it’s true. Haman wanted to kill the Jews of Persia over a game of Words with Friends 
gone awry. 
 Apparently, shortly after Haman purchased his first Shushan Personal Accounting Device 
tablet (sPad for short), he chiseled a number of applications into it. One was Words with Friends, 
the newest rage of the Persian Empire. Very quickly, he was playing fifteen games at a time, 
beating his wife, his children, and even his boss, King Achasheverus, quite handily. He then 
opened his first facepapyrus account under the ink name Hey,Man and began challenging random 
Shushanites to play. He finally met his match, someone whose tablet name was mJESTu 
(Mordechai the Jew, Esther’s Uncle). Playing multiple concurrent games with one another, what 
began as a gentlemanly tablet interchange grew more intense. Then things turned sour. 
 Haman was a decent wordsmith, but words began to creep onto his tablets that seemed 
beyond even his extensive lexicon. At first, they showed up only once in a while, and mJESTu 
could attribute it to luck. But when the majority of Hey,Man’s tablets scored hundreds of points with 
words like quaggas, xerarch, and zymurgy, a suspicious mJESTu could take it no more. He 
accused Haman of cheating by using Tabscoremore, an application that helps Words with Friends 
users maximize the points they can score with the letters they have. 
 Haman became indignant at the accusation, or perhaps he was galled at the thought of 
being caught, and he demanded that mJESTu identify himself. mJESTu refused.  
 Feeling mocked, Haman hired the best tablet hackers in Persia. In a very short time, they 
were able to identify the vizier’s nemesis as Mordechai the Jew.  
 And the rest, as they say, is history. 
 So, should you challenge rbse96 (whomever that may be) to a game of Words with Friends 
and find him playing words like askoi, pyknic, or hypopyon, know that he is not cheating. But, 
should you grow suspicious that he is, ask yourself: Is it good for the Jews?  
 But, even more importantly, remember this: 
  

BE HAPPY, IT’S ADAR!! 
 

 
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Friday Night Services    

 
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 

 
March 2  Shabbat  Zachor 
7:00 p.m. Parshat T’tzaveh 

Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20-30:10  
Haftarah: Esther 7:1-10 

 5th and 6
th

 Grade Students Lead Service 
 
March 9  Shabbat  Ki Tisa 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 30:11-34:35 

  Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39 
Scholar-in-Residence to speak 

 
March 16 Shabbat Parah 
8:00 p.m. Parshat Vayak’heil-Pekudei 

Torah Portion: Exodus 35:1-40:38  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36 

  
March 23 Shabbat HaChodesh 
8:00 p.m. Parshat Vayikra 

Torah Portion: Leviticus 1:1-5:26  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-25 

 
March 30 Shabbat HaGadol 
8:00 p.m. Parshat Tzav 

Torah Portion: Leviticus 6:1-8:36  
Haftarah: Malachi 3:4-24 

  
 
  

   
           

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us on March 10 at 8:30 a.m. at our offices at 
the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) for our March Shabbat morning minyan.   
 

Please note different location this month. 
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 
with any questions.  
 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

March Family Shabbat Service  

& Ice Cream Sundae Oneg 
 
Our next Family Service will take place on Friday, March 2 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). The fifth and sixth grade 
students in our Religious School will help lead the service 
which will be followed by an ice cream sundae oneg.  As 
always, people of all ages are welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-
8854) with any questions. 

 

Family Potluck Dinner  
 

Families with children up through 6th grade (and older 
siblings, too) are invited to join us on Friday, March 2 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). The dinner will be immediately 
followed by the Family Shabbat service that our 5

th
 and 6

th
 

grade students will be helping to lead. There are 
opportunities to volunteer to help with organizing the meal, 
setting up and cleaning up the dinner, as well as planning 
activities for the kids.  To R.S.V.P., visit: 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-
march1/2918259 

 

 

Calling All Adults who Love to Sing,  

but Can’t! 
 
Join us for our new Purim choir – a chorus of voices of 
adults who are absolutely tone deaf and are not 
ashamed to admit or express it. We will be performing 
at Hakafa’s Purim celebration on Wednesday 
evening, March 7. Contact Sara Goodman 
(music@hakafa.org or 847-274-7166) if you are 
interested in being part of this new, melodious affair. 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 

throughout the spring. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to help 
support Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a 
bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation.  Many people have 
traditionally honored the memory of a loved one on his/her 
yahrzeit by hosting an oneg. If you would like to host, 
please contact Lynn Sanders (847-501-2768 or 
lynn@parkaveproductions.com). 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 

On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would 
like to share holidays with fellow congregants and do 
not have the opportunity to do so.  Please contact 
Sylvia Dresser (sylviadresser@gmail.com or 847-
945-6095) if you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want 
a place to go for the holidays. 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-march1/2918259
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-march1/2918259
mailto:music@hakafa.org
mailto:lynn@parkaveproductions.com
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Join us for fun, games, 

hamentaschen, and prizes at 

Congregation Hakafa’s Annual 
 

PURIM CARNIVAL
 

Free prize tickets will be awarded to

everyone wearing a costume! 
 
 

Sunday, Sunday, Sunday, Sunday, March 4, 2012March 4, 2012March 4, 2012March 4, 2012    
10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. ––––    12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. 

Takiff CenterTakiff CenterTakiff CenterTakiff Center    
 
 
 

 

        

MEGILLA READING
and Pre-Megilla-Reading
PIZZA EXTRAVAGANZA

 

We’ve heard it from Simba, through the grapevine, leaving on 

a jet plane, in a yellow submarine, amidst the

silence, at Rydell High, with all our heart and soul, under a 

disco ball, on the television, through the painful 80's, and 

with Glee. How Bad can it be this year?

Find out at Hakafa’s annual 
 

 

Purim Megilla ReadingPurim Megilla ReadingPurim Megilla ReadingPurim Megilla Reading
WednesWednesWednesWednesday, March 7day, March 7day, March 7day, March 7, 7:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
Winnetka Community HouseWinnetka Community HouseWinnetka Community HouseWinnetka Community House

(There will be free prizes for anyone wearing a costume!)
 

And, for those who are interested, we will be holding a

PrePrePrePre----MegillaMegillaMegillaMegilla----Reading Reading Reading Reading 
PizzaPizzaPizzaPizza    ExtravaganzaExtravaganzaExtravaganzaExtravaganza    

(Each family is asked to bring $5(Each family is asked to bring $5(Each family is asked to bring $5(Each family is asked to bring $5    per personper personper personper person
and a salad, side dish, or beverage to shareand a salad, side dish, or beverage to shareand a salad, side dish, or beverage to shareand a salad, side dish, or beverage to share
5:305:305:305:30    p.m., Winnetka Community Housep.m., Winnetka Community Housep.m., Winnetka Community Housep.m., Winnetka Community House

 

Advance reservations are required for the dinner

To make your dinner reservation, please 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F044CA4AD2EAB9

premegilla/1784633 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Julie Kaplan

(Julie@JulieKaplanPhoto.com or 847-68
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PURIM CARNIVAL 
Free prize tickets will be awarded to 

    
12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m.     

MEGILLA READING 
Reading 

PIZZA EXTRAVAGANZA 
We’ve heard it from Simba, through the grapevine, leaving on 

a jet plane, in a yellow submarine, amidst the sounds of 

art and soul, under a 

disco ball, on the television, through the painful 80's, and 

can it be this year? 

Purim Megilla ReadingPurim Megilla ReadingPurim Megilla ReadingPurim Megilla Reading    
, 7:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.    

Winnetka Community HouseWinnetka Community HouseWinnetka Community HouseWinnetka Community House    
for anyone wearing a costume!) 

we will be holding a 

Reading Reading Reading Reading     
    

per personper personper personper person    for pizza for pizza for pizza for pizza 
and a salad, side dish, or beverage to shareand a salad, side dish, or beverage to shareand a salad, side dish, or beverage to shareand a salad, side dish, or beverage to share))))    

p.m., Winnetka Community Housep.m., Winnetka Community Housep.m., Winnetka Community Housep.m., Winnetka Community House    

Advance reservations are required for the dinner. 

your dinner reservation, please visit: 

nius.com/go/20F044CA4AD2EAB9-

Julie Kaplan 

681-0454)  

    

MATANOT 
L’EVYONIM 

On Purim, it is customary to perform

the mitzvah (commandment) of 

for people who are poor.  Tradition holds that on Purim we 

should give people who are poor enough money for a meal, or 

its equivalent in food.   
 

We are asking families who are interested in participating in 

the mitzvah of Matanot L’evyonim
goods that will be donated to those in need.  

have one of the kosher symbols shown here

 

 
 
Matanot L’evyonim kosher canned goods will be collected at 

the Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 

be delivered to The ARK (a social service agency that 

provides a large variety of services to care for the physical, 

emotional, social, and spiritual well

in need). 
 

We are looking for a family that is 

collected canned goods from the Takiff Center on Sunday, 

March 4, and deliver them to the ARK sometime during the 

following business week.  If you are

interested and/or able, please contact Bibi Patt

(847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.o

 

 

                  HAMENTASCHEN 
          BAKE

 

Do you make the BEST hamentaschen

by all?  If so, please consider entering Hakafa’s
 

Hamentaschen BakeHamentaschen BakeHamentaschen BakeHamentaschen Bake
Sunday, Sunday, Sunday, Sunday, 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Purim CarnivalPurim CarnivalPurim CarnivalPurim Carnival

(Takiff Center - 999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe)
 

If you would like to enter, please contact 

Rona (admin@hakafa.org

 plan to bring two dozen hamentaschen 

 

 

Hakafa’s Purim Plans 2012Hakafa’s Purim Plans 2012Hakafa’s Purim Plans 2012Hakafa’s Purim Plans 2012    

MATANOT 
L’EVYONIM  

On Purim, it is customary to perform 

(commandment) of Matanot L’evyonim – gifts 
Tradition holds that on Purim we 

should give people who are poor enough money for a meal, or 

We are asking families who are interested in participating in 

Matanot L’evyonim to bring kosher canned 

that will be donated to those in need.  Items must 

have one of the kosher symbols shown here: 

kosher canned goods will be collected at 

March 4.  From there they will 

be delivered to The ARK (a social service agency that 

provides a large variety of services to care for the physical, 

emotional, social, and spiritual well-being of Chicago’s Jews 

We are looking for a family that is willing to take the 

from the Takiff Center on Sunday, 

, and deliver them to the ARK sometime during the 

following business week.  If you are 

able, please contact Bibi Patt 

9980 or education@hakafa.org). 

HAMENTASCHEN  
BAKE-OFF  

Do you make the BEST hamentaschen?  Is your recipe loved 

consider entering Hakafa’s 
 

Hamentaschen BakeHamentaschen BakeHamentaschen BakeHamentaschen Bake----OffOffOffOff    
March March March March 4444 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon    
Purim CarnivalPurim CarnivalPurim CarnivalPurim Carnival   

999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
 

enter, please contact  

admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) and 

to bring two dozen hamentaschen to the carnival! 
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Passover 
 

Maot Chitim 
 

Hakafa's volunteer participation in the Passover mitzvah of Maot 
Chitim is scheduled for Sunday, March 25 from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.  
Please join Hakafa members and others in the Chicago area's 
Jewish community in packing boxes of Passover food and other 
necessities that will be delivered to Jewish families in need in time 
for the Passover holiday.   Please note that all volunteers must 
be at least 12 years old (no exceptions) for safety and 
insurance reasons.  In addition, volunteers may not wear open-
toed shoes.  To find out more about Maot Chitim, go to the menu 
bar at the top of the Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org) and click on 
Justice > Maot Chitim. 
 
If you would like to deliver the boxes to Chicago-area Jewish 
families in need, you can participate in the deliveries on Sunday 
morning, April 1. Location details for both packing on March 25 
and deliveries on April 1 will follow.  If you are interested in 
volunteering with Hakafa, please contact Hakafa member, Carol 
Anne Been (847-835-3677 or carolanne.been@snrdenton.com).   

 

Celebrate the Second Night 

of Passover with Hakafa 
 
Our congregation will be hosting 
its annual second-night Passover 
Seder on Saturday, April 7 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).  This is always 
a very festive and memorable 
event.  Members and their guests 
are cordially invited to attend.  
Expect delicious food, lively music, 
and wonderful companionship.   
 
For reservations, please complete 
the enclosed registration form on 
page 4 and return it no later 
than March 23.   

 

Passover Boxes for College Students 
 
Send a care package to your undergrad at Passover this year!  Members of the Hakafa community will 
prepare and mail boxes (which will include items like matzah, candy, snacks, etc.).  This is a mitzvah for our 
undergrads, reminding them that they are an important part of our Hakafa family and that we are thinking of 
them.  Families can include a note to their college student as well… just clip it to the order form with $32.00.  
A letter from Rabbi Elder will be included with the Passover items.   
 
Please fill out this form and return it no later than March 16 to Linda Weinstein (719 Harvard Street, 
Wilmette, IL 60091).  If you have any questions, please contact Linda (847-256-6323 or 
gromimomi@aol.com).  * Please Note:  These boxes are for undergrad college students only. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Please send this slip and $32 (made out to “Congregation Hakafa”) by 3/16/12 to: Linda Weinstein, 
719 Harvard Street, Wilmette, IL 60091 
 
From__________________________________________Phone__________________ 
 
Undergrad Student’s Name________________________________________________ 
 
Undergrad Student’s Address: ______________________________________ 
  
     ______________________________________ 
 
     ______________________________________ 
 
_____ Enclosed is $32.00 to cover the cost of each package, including shipping. 

*Please make checks payable to “Congregation Hakafa” 
 

_____ I have enclosed a note for my student. 

 

http://www.hakafa.org/
mailto:carolanne.been@snrdenton.com
mailto:gromimomi@aol.com
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Please join Hakafa as we welcome Dr. Rachel Havrelock as our Scholar-in-Residence.  Dr. Havrelock is a 
scholar of the Hebrew Bible and its interpretation. She received a BA with honors in Hebrew and English 
Literature from the University of California, Santa Cruz and then co-authored a book, Women on the Biblical 
Road: Ruth, Naomi and the Female Journey (University Press of America, 1996), with her BA advisor, Dr. 
Mishael Caspi. Rachel began her graduate work at Tel Aviv and Bir Zeit Universities, continuing and 
completing it in the Joint Doctoral Program in Jewish Studies at the University of California, Berkeley and the 
Graduate Theological Union. She was a visiting assistant professor in the Religion Department at 
Swarthmore College before joining the UIC faculty in 2003. 
 
Dr. Havrelock is completing River Jordan: The Mythic History of a Dividing Line, a manuscript that considers 
the Jordan River as a border in the Bible, in Rabbinic and Patristic exegesis and in Jewish and Palestinian 
nationalisms. She has also written and directed two hip-hop plays, From Tel Aviv to 
Ramallah and Soundtrack City, that have toured extensively and run in Chicago, New York and San 
Francisco. 
 
Dr. Rachel Havrelock will be speaking and teaching throughout the weekend.  We look forward to 
having her with us and hope you will be able to join us at one or all of the following events: 
 
Friday, March 9, 8:00 p.m. – Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
During Shabbat Services, Dr. Havrelock will speak on XXX. 
 
Saturday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. - XXX 
 
Sunday, March 11, 10:30 a.m. to noon – Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
Dr. Havrelock will teach the Sunday Morning Adult Study class on the topic of XXX 
 
The Scholar-in-Residence program is sponsored by the Hakafa Endowment Fund. 
 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 
 

Hakafa Emergency Fund – If you are in need of financial assistance or a small loan to pay a bill or help with basic 
necessities, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we can help, and know that 
this will remain completely confidential. 
 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource guide of 
members’ services and skills in order to support one another. Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-4050 or 
HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 
 
Career Counseling – As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are 
currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems – Hakafa is in partnership with the following 

community agencies: 

 Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen at 847-568-5154 or www.jvschicago.org)  

 Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy at 847-295-5626 or www.careerresourcecenter.org) 

 parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers with 
qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 

Reaching Out 
 

Passover 
 

  You are cordially invited to: 
 

Congregation Hakafa’s 

Second-Night Passover Seder 
 

Saturday, April 7, 2012 
6:00 p.m. 

Winnetka Community House 
 

* Please bring your own copy of A Passover Haggadah (published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis).  

 
* Please also bring a Kosher-for-Passover item for the dessert buffet and a  

Kosher-for-Passover bottle of wine to share. 
 

Contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) with questions. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --  

PLEASE RETURN THIS RSVP WITH PAYMENT BY MARCH 23 TO: 
Congregation Hakafa, P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 

 
_____ # of Adults and Children 12 & over @ $40.00 = $____________ 
_____ # of Children 11 & under @ $20.00 = $____________ 
Total enclosed (please make checks payable to “Congregation Hakafa”) = $____________ 

 

NAME: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-MAIL: ________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE:____________________________ 
 

I/We will help with:      ___ advance preparations      ___ set-up    ____clean-up 
 

Please list the names of all guests (and ages of children):  

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please seat me/us with 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

(All attempts will be made to honor seating requests received by March 23.) 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
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Were you in Israel recently? In the '90s? '80's? '70s? '60s? '50s? Even in the '40s? 
 
We need YOU to give a two-minute vignette about your time there in that decade at Hakafa's Yom 
Ha'atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) service and celebration on April 20.  
 
If you are willing to participate, please contact John Thomason (johnthomason@gmail.com).  
 

 

Mazal Tov to the following Bat Mitzvah 
 

Maya Lambert – March 29 in Israel 

 
 

 

Congregation Meeting Minutes 
 
Membership & Financial Report: Jeff Rosenberg & Dan Freedman reported that largely due to a slight drop in 
membership, and school enrollment, revenues are somewhat down relative to the same time last year. Expenses 
remain in line with last year and slightly below budget.  
 
Education:  Bibi Patt & Marci Homer discussed possible alternatives to our current Religious School structure. The 
committee will continue to consider options and come back to the congregation.  
 
Adult Study: Judith Joseph reported on this year’s Sunday morning study topics, and elicited suggestions for ideas 
moving forward.  
 
URJ Update: As we have come to an agreement related to Hakafa's membership in the union, a new committee has 
been created to explore how to involve ourselves more in the Reform Movement. 

Member News  
 

Finance Committee 

This year's finance committee meeting will be held on 
Monday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Dan 
Freeman (562 Oakdale Avenue, Glencoe). Please 
contact Dan (dnfcab@comcast.net) with questions. 

 

Condolences to… 
 
Phil Zisook and family on the loss of his father, Harold 
Zisook. 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to 

reach out to one another. 

 
If you know of anyone in our congregation who 
is in crisis from an illness, death in the family, 
or personal stress, who could benefit from 
support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) or Jill 
Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-
0864) to volunteer. 
 

 

Thank you to… 
 
Dottie Hammel for once again coordinating a 
beautiful Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder. 
 
Tracy Bahn, Janice Block, Joan Fishman, 
Audrey Pam, Jacque Spector, and Mike Yellen 
for their help with the Tu B’Shevat Seder. 
 

 
 

 
Israel 

 

Mazal Tov to … 
 
John Wolfson for being named Volunteer of the Year by 
Habitat for Humanity Lake County ReStore resale outlet. 
 

 

mailto:johnthomason@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net


6                                                        The Circle                                         March 2012 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 
 

March 9-11, 2012 

 

Please join us as we welcome Dr. Rachel Havrelock as our Scholar-in-Residence.  A graduate of 
Berkeley’s Joint Doctoral Program in Jewish Studies, Rachel Havrelock is currently Associate Professor of 
Jewish Studies and English at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Her academic specialty is the Hebrew 
Bible and the history of its interpretation.  Her book from the University of Chicago Press, River Jordan:  The 
Mythology of a Dividing Line, argues for five coexistent national myths in the Hebrew Bible and examines 
which of these myths have had political currency and which have been repressed.  In a prior co-authored 
book, Women on the Biblical Road (University Press of America, 1996), Havrelock introduced the idea of the 
female hero’s journey based on evidence from the Hebrew Bible.  She elaborated upon this thesis in her 
contributions to The Torah: A Women’s Commentary (Edited by Andrea Weiss and Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, 
Union of Reform Judaism Press, 2008) as well as in academic articles.  Rachel is the writer and director of 
the hip-hop play “From Tel Aviv to Ramallah” about the daily lives of young people in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. She co-hosted Who Was Jesus, the Discovery Channel’s series on the historical Jesus.   
 
Dr. Rachel Havrelock will be speaking and teaching throughout the weekend.  We look forward to 
having her with us and hope you will be able to join us at one or all of the following events: 
 

Friday, March 9, 8:00 p.m. – Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Ave, Winnetka) 
Dr. Havrelock will speak during Shabbat Services on “Politics in the Exodus.” 

 
Each Passover brings a host of new Haggadahs and new interpretations of the ancient holiday.  
Amidst these wide-ranging interpretations, how are we to read the Exodus story itself?  What are 
some of its messages?  How was the story relevant in ancient times and how might it be relevant 

today?  What ideas about freedom, nationalism, and justice emerge from the Hebrew Bible?  We will 
examine three key stages in the Exodus story: the departure from Egypt, the revelation at Mount 

Sinai, and the crossing of the Jordan River and consider how these events impact the making of the 
People of Israel. 

 
Saturday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. 

Home of Carol Anne Been and Dan Freedman (562 Oakdale Avenue, Glencoe) 
Dr. Havrelock will teach about “Homeland and Diaspora in the Hebrew Bible.” 

 
The Hebrew Bible chronicles the rise and fall of ancient Israel as it provides insight into ancient ideas 
of Jewish nationalism.  We will look at the biblical books of Deuteronomy and Joshua to survey how 
these biblical precedents contribute to ideas of the nation state.  The very idea of Diaspora is also 
rooted in the Jewish past.  Amidst the invasions and exiles, Jews developed strategies for group 
survival and cohesion. We will further consider how the beginnings of Jewish Diaspora parallel 

American Jewish life today. 
 

Sunday, March 11, 10:30 a.m. to noon – Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
Dr. Havrelock will teach our adult study class on “The History of the Map of Israel.” 

 
What are the legitimate borders of Israel?  Who should determine where they fall?  When should the 

borders become permanent?  These are just a few of the controversial questions that surround 
Israel’s border disputes.  In this talk, Professor Havrelock explains how the existing borders came 

into being and the reasons why they are disputed.  Religious traditions, the European creation of the 
modern Middle East, and the wars of the 20th century all contribute to the current as well as the 

proposed maps of the region.  Accompanied by a power point presentation of historical maps, Dr. 
Havrelock will tell the stories behind the borders and show how, from biblical times to the present, 

many interpretations of the map of Israel have coexisted. 
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

Thank you so much to all the parent volunteers who 

helped with our Tu B'Shvat seders last month.  Thank you for 

your time and effort - it is much appreciated! 
 

We have so many great events this month!  Please join us 

on March 2 as our 5th and 6th grade classes lead Shabbat 

services that will be followed by a special ice cream oneg. 
 

Purim is here!  On Sunday, March 4 we will be having our 

annual Purim Carnival.  We have no regular classes scheduled 

on that day.  Please come to play games, win prizes, and eat 

hamentaschen - fun for the whole family!!  Don't forget to 

bring your Matanot L'evyonim to help those who are in need.  

And, don't forget to sign up to bring hamentaschen for Rabbi 

Elder to taste in our Hamentaschen Bake-Off! 
 

The Purim extravaganza continues later that week with 

the Megillah reading on March 7.  Come dressed in costume 

ready to sing and have a very silly time! 
 

On Sunday March 11, our 5th grade class will be having 

their mock wedding as part of their life cycle curriculum.  

Feel free to stop by and wish the Chatan and Kallah  (groom 

and bride) a Mazal Tov! 
 

And last but not least, at the end of this busy month we 

will have our spring break!  Wishing everyone a Chag  Purim 
Sameach and a wonderful spring vacation! 
 

             L’shalom, Bibi 
 

 

 
 

Shabbat Services and 

Ice Cream Sundae Oneg 
 

Please join us for our March Family Shabbat Service led by 

the Fifth and Sixth Grade Religious School Students and an   

Ice   Cream Sundae Oneg in their honor on the evening of 

Friday, March 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community 

House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  

 

 

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 

Shabbat Service 
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that Rabbi 

Elder is teaching this year, students and families whose b’nai 

mitzvah ceremonies will be taking place during the year 

after May 2012 are encouraged to attend the third of four 

Shabbat services on Saturday, March 10 at the North 

Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 

Glencoe).   The Workshop Service is designed to give b’nai 

mitzvah candidates and their families the opportunity to 

have hands-on practice and experience with all that is 

learned in the workshops.  It will also help the students to 

become familiar and comfortable with the service.  There 

will be two services:  The 10:30 a.m. service is for 

those who are having morning ceremonies.  The 11:45 

a.m. service is for those who are having evening 

ceremonies.  The setting will be informal and educational.  

Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

It’s a Wedding!                      
 

The Fifth Grade Class will be holding a 

mock Jewish wedding as part of its Jewish 

Life Cycle curriculum.  All fifth grade 

parents are invited to join us on Sunday, 

March 11 at 10:30 a.m. at the Takiff 

Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  All 

who are interested are welcome to stop by 

and enjoy the ceremony. 

 

Dates to Note. . . 
 

March 2 – 5th/6th Grade Shabbat Service, 7 p.m., (WCH)  

March 4 – PURIM CARNIVAL, 10:00-12:00 (Takiff) 

March 7 – Megilla Reading, 7:00 p.m. (WCH) 

March 10 – B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service, 10:30 a.m.  

        OR 11:45 a.m. (NSUMC) 

March 11 - 5th Grade Mock Wedding, 10:30 a.m. (Takiff) 

March 25 – No Religious School – Spring Break 

March 27 – No Hebrew School – Spring Break 

April 1 – No Religious School – Spring Break 

April 3 – No Hebrew School – Spring Break 

April 6 – Passover begins at sundown 

April 8 – No Religious School - Passover 

April 10 – Hebrew School Resumes 

April 15 – Religious School Resumes
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Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Our next session of “Lunch and Learn in the 
Loop” will take place on Thursday, March 1 at 
noon at the office of Ned Robertson (330 N. 
Wabash Ave, Suite 1700, Chicago). Join us for 
lively conversation!  New participants are 
always welcome.   
 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
Our next session of “Nosh & Know on the North 
Shore” will take place on Thursday, March 15 
at 9:00 a.m.  at our office at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).    Join us for lively conversation!  New 
participants are always welcome.   

Adult Education  
 

Mishneh Torah Class 

 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our 
March sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, March 6 and 
20 at 10:00 a.m. at our office at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe).  Come join us to learn more 
about what halacha has to say on almost every 
aspect of life.  
  

 
 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah study with Rabbi Elder continues 
every Sunday that Religious School is in session from 
12:15 to 1:45 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green 
Bay Road, Glencoe).  Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 
 

 

Adult Study 
 
Adult Study takes place on Sunday mornings during 
Religious School from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).   

  
March 11: Our scholar-in-residence, Dr. Rachel 
Havrelock, will be discussing the history of the map 
of Israel (see page 6 for more information). 
 
March 18: Hakafa member, David Rieser, will be 
discussing Judah Hanasi and the origins of the 
mishnah. 
  
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854) with any questions. 
 
 

 

Dinner Discussion Group 
 

The Dinner Discussion group will meet on March 11 
at 5:30 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). Dinner will be a potluck. Bring a dish to 
share, spend time with other Hakafa members, and 
join in a discussion entitled “Is there a place for 
religion in American politics?” Any adult is welcome to 
attend.  

Please R.S.V.P. to Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095 
or sylviadresser@gmail.com). 

 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 

If you are interested in learning Torah, we would 
love for you to join us on Wednesdays at the 
home of Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington 
Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  
Please note that there will be no Wednesday 
Afternoon Torah Study on March 7 and 28.   

 
Torah study is being offered as well on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at 
our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  Please note that there will be no Tuesday 

Evening Torah Study on March 6 and 27.   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.   
   
 

Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join us on 
Tuesday, March 20, at noon at the office of Brad 
Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 312-322-
0290) for an hour of lunch and conversation – all in 
Hebrew! 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:sdresser24@comcast.net
mailto:sdresser24@comcast.net
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Movie Group 
  

The film group will screen Le Haine (Hatred) on Saturday, March17 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). This searing film is about three alienated 
youths living in a low- income housing project outside of Paris.   
 
We will meet for a light dinner together at 5:45 p.m. at Vernon’s (Vernon Avenue, Glencoe).  Join us there 
or come directly to the church for the movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to bring friends, family, and a 
nosh. Please contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040) with questions. 
 
 

 
 

Teens give a helping hand to The Night Ministry 

 
The Night Ministry is an organization that helps teens that are 
homeless in Chicago.  They provide mobile health services to 
those individuals without access to health care. Our teens will 
be making sack lunches and serving meals on March 10 in 
Wicker Park. We will meet at 7:30 p.m. to make the meals 
and then go to Wicker Park to serve at 10:30 p.m. 

We need Hakafa high school students to join us!  We also 
need parents to volunteer their homes for cooking and to help 
drive the teens. Please contact Beth McCullough 
(Mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com or 847-419-1901) with 
questions and to help. 

 

High School Youth Group Lunch 

and Hamentaschen-Making Party 
 

All Hakafa High School Students are 
invited to join Hakafa's High School 
Youth Group for lunch and 
hamentaschen baking at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
on Sunday, March 4 from 12:30 to 2:00 
p.m. Cost is $5/person for lunch.  
Please also bring a nut-free 
hamentaschen filling of your choice 
(creativity encouraged) to share. 
R.S.V.P. by March 2 to Bibi Patt 
(education@hakafa.org or 847-955-
9980).  We hope you’ll join us! 

Hakafa Teen Corner 
 

Social Action 
 

Family Promise Chicago North Shore 

Family Promise Chicago North Shore is an interfaith network of congregations that helps families in 
homeless situations return quickly to permanent housing.   They are committed to keeping families together; 
to ensuring that children continue to attend the same school that they previously did; and to fostering each 
family’s dignity, wellbeing, and growth. The network provides emergency transitional shelter, hospitality, and 
nutritious meals.  It also offers access to supportive services and other resources. 

The churches and synagogues in The Family Promise network rotate the responsibility of housing and 
feeding the guest families. At this point, Hakafa does not have a permanent host congregation to partner 
with.  However, Winnetka Congregational Church has offered to host the week on March 11, 2012. 
Hakafa and NSUMC have agreed to provide the volunteers needed to provide meals and overnights 
for the week. If you are interested in getting involved or in learning more about The Family Promise Network 
please contact Peggy Salamon (847-256-2260 or peggysalamon@me.com). 

  

mailto:Mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com
mailto:education@hakafa.org
mailto:peggysalamon@me.com
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               March 2012 – Adar / Nisan 5772 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

1 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Ned Robertson) 

2  
5:30 p.m. 
Family Potluck Shabbat Dinner (WCH) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
5th & 6th Grade Students help lead 
Family Shabbat Service and celebrate 
with a special ice cream sundae oneg 
(WCH) 

3  
 

 

4  
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Purim Carnival (TC) 
 

12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 
 

12:30-2:00 p.m. 
     High School Youth Group Lunch &  
     Hamentaschen-Making Party (TC) 
 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class Parent/Student 
     Meeting (TC) 

5 
 

6  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7  
 
 
 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Megilla Pizza Dinner (WCH) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Congregational Megilla Reading 
(WCH) 
 

Erev Purim 

8               Purim 
(Hakafa Office Closed) 

 
 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service: 
Scholar-in-Residence to speak (WCH) 

10  
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. 
Third B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence Program (Home 
of Carol Anne Been & Dan Freedman) 
 
Teen Service Corps Volunteers 
with The Night Ministry 

11  
9:00 a.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study: Scholar (TC) 
12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 
5:30-8:00 p.m. 
     Adult Dinner & Discussion Group 
     (NSUMC) 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Finance Committee Meeting 

13     
 

 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

15  April Newsletter Articles Due 

 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 

16  
 

 
 

Passover Boxes for College 
Students Order Forms Due 

 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

17 
 

Third 10th Grade Retreat 
 
9:45 a.m.-3:15 p.m. 
Confirmation Class trip to Beth Shalom 
B’nai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew 
Congregation in Chicago 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

18      
Third 10th Grade Retreat 

       
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 

19 
 

20  
10:00 a.m. 
     Mishneh Torah (NSUMC) 
12:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew Circle 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew School (TC) 
7:30 p.m.  
     Torah Study (NSUMC) 

21  
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 

 

22 
 

 

23  
 
 

Congregational Seder RSVPs Due 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

24 
 

25 
 
12:45-1:30 p.m. 
     Maot Chitim Packing Day 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 
 
 
 
 

 

29  

 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Maya Lambert (in Israel) 

 

30 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

31  Shabbat HaGadol 
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Daniel Freedman…………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

Jeff Rosenberg……..………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 
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Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
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The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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