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“   ” 

 

Two weeks ago, twenty school children, and a number of their teachers and administrators, lost their 

lives in Newtown, Connecticut at the hand of single gunman. The loss we, as a society, feel is profound.  

So much has already been said about this tragedy, as if the more we talk about it, the more bearable it 

will become. It won’t become more bearable, though. It will only fade into the recesses of our minds, stored 

away with the other senseless gun barrages that have cut short too many lives as of late. “Columbine,” 

“Aurora,” “Virginia Tech,” and others conjure up images of carnage and innocence destroyed. We now add 

“Newtown” to that list; nothing more will need to be said.  

Zichronam livracha - May their memories be for a blessing.  

Two weeks ago, on the very same day as “Newtown,” approximately fifty more Americans lost their 

lives through gun violence; eighty more have died every day since. 

Why isn’t the President crying for them? 

Why aren’t we flying our flags at half-mast for them? 

Isn’t every life that is lost precious? 

Of course they are, you will say.  But, you might contend, the sheer evil that causes a young man to 

walk into an elementary school and kill six- and seven-year-old children shocks us out of our complacency 

and sense of security. A murder here or a suicide there is part of the accepted course of our lives, part of the 

humdrum that buzzes imperceptibly in the background of our daily existence. This is different and demands 

a different response. 

I couldn’t disagree more.  

When seven-year-old Craig Allen Loughrey was accidently shot and killed by his father less than a 

week before “Newtown,” we should have been crying. 

When seven-year-old Heaven Sutton was gunned down on Chicago’s west side while selling candy 

door-to-door just three weeks before “Aurora,” we should have been demanding tighter gun laws. 

When six-year-old Amari Perkins killed himself accidently with a gun he found in a Spiderman bag 

in his home back in April, we should have been taking to the streets. 

But we didn’t. 

So, to the names of all those beautiful children whom we have had to meet in their death in 

“Newtown,” I add “Craig,” “Heaven,” “ Amari,” and “all the other children, young adults, and grown men 

and women who have died, and who will die,” until we decide that it is time for the “  ” to be done. 

Not just talked about. 

Not just politicized. 

Not just ignored. 

Done. 

Until then, what more can be said? 

Zichronam livracha - May their memories be for a blessing. 

May our lives be for a blessing to each other. 

Amen. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House on the following 
evenings: 
 

January 4  Shabbat Sh’mot 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 1:1-6:1  
  Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6–28:13; 29:22-23 
  Family Service 
 
January 11 Shabbat Va-eira 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 6:2-9:35  
  Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-13, 23 
 
January 18 Shabbat Bo 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 10:1-13:16 
  Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28 
 
January 25 Shabbat B’shalach 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16 
  Haftarah: Judges 4:4-6-31 

Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 
       

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us on January 12 and 26 at 
8:30 a.m. at the home of Barbara and 
Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe) for our January Shabbat 
morning minyanim.  This hour-long 
service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration 
of Shabbat.   
 
People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  Please contact 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-
266-8854) with any questions.  

 

Family Potluck Shabbat Dinner 
 
Families with children up through 6th 

grade (and older siblings too) are invited 

to join us at our next 

FAMILY SHABBAT POTLUCK DINNER 

on Friday, February 1 at 5:30 p.m. at 

the Winnetka Community House (620 

Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). The dinner 

will be immediately followed by our 

February Family Shabbat service, which 

our 3rd and 4th graders will help lead.  

 

In addition to bringing a dish to share, 

there are opportunities to volunteer to 

help with organizing the meal, setting up 

and cleaning up the dinner, as well as 

planning activities for the kids. 

 

Sign up at: 

 www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C084BA

BA72DA20-february2/2918259 

 

The dinners are a great way to 

get involved with the Hakafa 

community - please help us 

continue this monthly tradition.  

 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.  Please contact Sylvia Dresser 
(sylviadresser@gmail.com or 847-945-6095) if you would like 
to host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need 
or want a place to go for the holidays. 

 

 

January Family Shabbat Service 
 
Our next Family Service will take place on Friday, January 4 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular services and is geared towards families with 
children.  As always, people of all ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with any questions. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-february2/2918259
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-february2/2918259
mailto:sylviadresser@gmail.com
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone in our congregation who is 
in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal 
stress, who could benefit from support, such as a visit, 
delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health 
care appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854).  
 
You can also contact Jill Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 
847-242-0864) to volunteer. 

 

The Jewish New Year of Trees, Tu B’Shevat (pronounced Too Bish-VAHT), falls on Saturday, January 26 

this year. According  to the Talmud, the fifteenth of the Hebrew month of  Shevat  (Tu  in Hebrew means 

“fifteen”) is the day designated as the end of the period in which most of Israel’s yearly rain has fallen. It also 

marks the time when trees have used up water from the previous year’s rainfall and have begun absorbing 

the water of the New Year. On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring the cycle of our trees, we sanctify the power of 

nature, our most precious resource. We do so through a Tu B’Shevat Seder.   

Our congregational seder will take place on Friday, January 25 at 8:45 p.m. immediately following 

services. We will sit down for a short, special celebration in which we will taste of various fruits and sip from 

four different kinds of wine/juice. Help us usher in nature’s New Year!   

Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with any questions. 

 

 

 

Shabbat in the Home-  

Hosts Needed 
Make February 8 a special Shabbat 

for your Hakafa community, your 

family, and you! 
 
On Friday evening, February 8, our 
congregation will again celebrate Shabbat 
dinner together. Every congregation 
member will be invited to dine and share 
the evening at another member’s home. 
We hope you will join us as we sing 
Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, 
share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting 
conversation, meet new friends, and 
reconnect with old ones. Help make 
Hakafa the encirclement that it is!  There 
will be no services at the Winnetka 
Community House that evening. 
 
In order for “Shabbat in the Home” to 
succeed, many families are still 
needed to open up their homes for this 
pot-luck event. If you are willing to 
open up your home to other Hakafa 
members for dinner on Friday, 
February 8, please contact Debbie 
Fogel (curlyfogel@yahoo.com or 312-
576-6775) as soon as possible. 
 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 

throughout the winter. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to help 
support Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat 
mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion 
with the congregation.  Many people have traditionally 
honored the memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by 
hosting an oneg.   
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please contact Lynn 
Sanders (LSanders0608@gmail.com or 847-501-2768) to 
reserve a date. 

 

Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:LSanders0608@gmail.com
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Member News 
 

Condolences to… 

 
Judy Bramson and family on the loss of her mother, 
Isabel Bross. 
 
Sally Ettlinger and famlly on the loss of her sister, Diane 
McConnell 
 
Claire Goulding and family on the loss of her mother, 
Eleanor Gray Lieberman. 
 

Tom Gutman  and family on the loss of his brother, 
brother, Bill Gutman. 
 
Josh Kahn and family on the loss of his father, Allen 
Kahn. 
 
Gayle Rosenberg-Justman and family on the loss of her 
mother, Jean Sosin 

 

Congregation Directory 
 
The 2012-2013 Congregation Hakafa 
Directory is in the process of being updated 
and will be delivered this month. 
 
Please contact Rona (847-242-0687 or 
admin@hakafa.org) with any changes 
and/or updates. 

 

 
Chevra Kadisha: 

Hakafa Green Cemetery News 

 
It is still possible to express an interest in 
buying plots for a green cemetery option in 
Vernon Hills. The current price of plots is 
$1600.  We would like all those who are 
interested in buying plots in this cemetery to 
contact us or to send a check for the cost of 
each plot. These checks should be made 
out to "Congregation Hakafa" and sent to 
our P.O. Box (P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 
60022). Please write “Willow Lawn” on the 
memo line. We will hold your check until we 
determine if there is enough congregation 
support to consecrate an area in the 
cemetery.  
   
It is possible to pay for plots over a twelve 
month period without interest, or over a six 
year period with interest. Please contact one 
of us or Rabbi Elder if you are interested in 
this option.  
   
Additional information about both Hakafa 
cemetery options, pricing comparisons, 
green burial, cremation, and traditional 
Jewish burial and funeral practices is 
available on the Hakafa website 
(www.hakafa.org). Pictures representative 
of the proposed green burial section are 
also posted on the website.  
 
For further information, you may contact 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-
8854), Peter Office, (president@hakafa.org 
or 312-656-9184), or Deborah Brown 
(dmb9476@gmail.com or 847-421-3985).   

 

Reaching Out 
 
Hakafa Emergency Fund – If you are in need of 
financial assistance or a small loan to pay a bill or help 
with basic necessities, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we can help, 
and know that this will remain completely confidential. 
 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource 
Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource 
guide of members’ services and skills in order to support 
one another. Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-
4050 or HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 
 
Career Counseling – As a career counselor, Betsy is 
offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who 
are currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support 
Systems – Hakafa is in partnership with the following 
community agencies: 

1. Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact 
Laurie Rosen at 847-568-5154 or 
www.jvschicago.org)  

2. Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan 
Cline Leahy at 847-295-5626 or 
www.careerresourcecenter.org) 

3. parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals 
to search for jobs online and provides employers 
with qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 
 

http://www.hakafa.org/
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:president@hakafa.org
mailto:dmb9476@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
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Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love 
for you to join us on Wednesdays at the home of 
Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, Wilmette) 

from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  Please Note:  Class will not 

meet on January 2. 

 
Torah study is offered as well on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 

Glencoe).   Please Note:  Class will not meet on 

January 1. 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.   
 
 

 

Adult Education 
 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
Our next session of “Nosh & Know on the North 
Shore” will take place on Thursday, January 17 at 
9:00 a.m. at the home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe, 847-835-5077).  Join us for 
lively conversation!   
 

New participants are always welcome. 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Our January Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place 
at noon on Thursday, January 10 at the office of 
Myrna Ordower (20 North Wacker Drive, Suite 690, 
Chicago).  Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!   
 
New participants are always welcome. 

 Adult Study Yoga Class 
 
Beginning in January, we will offer a six-week 
Jewish Yoga class. Rabbi Heather Altman 
will join us on January 20, 27, February 3, 10, 
and March 3, 10 to lead us on a journey that 
infuses Jewish wisdom, prayer, and teaching 
into the compassion, strength, and power of 
yoga. 
 

 

Adult Study 
Adult Study takes place on Sunday mornings 

during Religious School from  
10:30 a.m. to noon at the Takiff Center 

 
January 13 and 20: Prof. Judith Levi, a 
retired NU linguistics professor, will discuss 
what she has learned from visiting Germany 10 
times since 1998, as the US-born daughter of 
German Jews. Her surprising journey of 
German-Jewish reconciliation began when she 
visited her father’s hometown of Mayen on the 
60th anniversary of Kristallnacht, in order to 
witness and actively participate in the 
remarkable memorial services conducted there 
(and across Germany) every November 9. 
  
PLEASE NOTE:   Prof. Levi has provided an essay 
based on her not-yet-published book, Reconciliation 
Odyssey: A Jew Discovers a Different Germany, as 
an optional (but strongly recommended) reading 
for the first class.  Please email Judith Joseph 
(judithstudio@yahoo.com) and she will email you a 
pdf version. 

  
January 27: Hakafa member and history 
scholar David Rieser will talk about The 
Historic Context of Talmud. 
 
Please contact Judith Joseph 
(judithstudio@yahoo.com or 847-564-5452) 
with questions.   
 
 

 

Hebrew Circle  

If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join us on 
Tuesday, January 22 at noon at the office of Brad 
Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 312-322-
0290) for an hour of lunch and conversation – all in 
Hebrew! 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:judithstudio@yahoo.com
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Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish 
law?  Our January sessions of 
Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) will be 
held on Tuesday, January 8 and 29 
at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison 
Blakley Davis and Kenneth Davis 
(2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook).   
 
Come join us to learn more about 
what halacha has to say on almost 
every aspect of life.   
 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

For 11 years the North Shore Chavurah of Rabbis has gathered together to create an opportunity to learn as 
a community.  This is the third year that we are pleased to welcome the partnership of Spertus College in the 
program.  Rabbis from the North Shore Community will be teaching mini-courses of three weeks during the 
first hour, and in the second hour speakers from Spertus will engage the whole community.  First hour 
classes run from 7:00-8:00 and second hour lectures run from 8:15-9:15.  All are welcome to participate.  
You can sign up for one hour or both.  Please keep in mind that the early sessions are classes that run for 
three weeks, while the second hour is made up of independent lectures. 
 

  
Temple Beth El 

3610 Dundee Road, Northbrook, IL 60062 
February 5, 12 and 19 

7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Registration to Janice Hadesman (847-205-9982 ext. 211 or wlake@templebeth-el.org). 

 

Movie Group 
 
The film group will screen Holy Rollers (2010) on Saturday, 
January 19 at 7:00 pm at our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  
 

Inspired by a true event, Jesse Eisenberg plays a young Hasidic 
Jew from Brooklyn who becomes an international Ecstasy 
smuggler for an Israeli drug cartel.  The film is a combination of 
a traditional Jewish Biblical morality tale and a gripping crime 
thriller. It also features hip-hop recording artist Q-Tip. 
 
If you like, meet for dinner at 5:45 p.m. at Vernon’s (Vernon 
Avenue, Glencoe).  Or, come directly to our offices for the 
movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to bring friends, family, 
and a nosh. Please contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040) with 
questions. 

 

North Shore Kallah 
 

Laser Tag High School Youth Group Event 
 
All Hakafa high school students are invited to join us for Laser Tag on Sunday, January 27 from 4:00-6:00 
p.m. at Laser Quest (644 E. Rand Road, Arlington Heights). Please bring $15 for Laser Tag, and we will 
provide pizza, drinks and snacks.   
 
R.S.V.P. by January 20 to Josh Elder (joshmeld@aol.com) or Bibi Patt (education@hakafa.org). Can't 
wait to see you there!! 

 

Hakafa Teen Corner 
 

mailto:wlake@templebeth-el.org
mailto:education@hakafa.org
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Registration for Hakafa’s Israel Trip to Close Soon!  
 
Hakafa is heading to Israel in June and registration is closing soon! Join us on either the hiking or standard 
trip. Tour the country, meet the people, eat the food, and experience a connection with generations past, 
present, and future. You won’t want to miss it - sign up while you still can!  
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) for further information. 

 

A Just Harvest:  Feeding People who are Hungry and Working to Reduce Hunger 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  
The kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience.  This year’s volunteer roster still has many openings.  Even if you won’t be 
available to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, 
a critical need.  If you would like to help, please contact Judy Rose-Epstein (missyepstein@att.net or 
847-501-2856). 

 

 

Social Action 
 

Israel  
 

Three Israel Committee Events  
 

 There will be a meeting of the Israel Committee on Sunday January 13 after Adult Study in the Adult 
Study room.  The committee’s purpose is to develop activities and programming that will provide our 
congregation with a better understanding of Israel, the land and its people. New and old members 
are most welcome to join us and help plan activities for January – May, including Yom HaAtzmaut, 
Israel’s Independence Day. Please email committee co-chair Bob Rifkin (bob@rifkinltd.com) for 
further information.     

 
 Rabbi David Saperstein, Director of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism in Washington 

DC, will be speaking on Sunday, February 3 at 10:30 am on the Jewish Stake in the 113th Congress 
at the Oak Park Temple B’nai Abraham Zion (1235 N Harlem Avenue, Oak Park). For over 50 
years, the RAC has been the Reform Movement’s voice and advocate in Washington, speaking out 
on legislative and social justice issues, from civil rights to health care reform.   

 
 The American Friends of Israel War Disabled Foundation (AFIWDF) brings approximately 10 

disabled men and women from Israel to the Chicago area each summer for a two week program. 
The program is designed to help the participants build a support network as they rehab and put their 
difficult lives back together in Israel.  AFIWDF is looking for families to host the veterans in their 
homes for 1 or 2 weeks.  

  
 For more information, and to make a contribution, contact:  

Anna Weinstein 
ATTN: AFIDWF 
719 Harvard St. 
Wilmette, Illinois   60091 

 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
mailto:bob@rifkinltd.com
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

Welcome Back!  I hope everyone had a wonderful and 
restful winter break! 
 

As we begin classes again, I would like to remind all 
parents of Religious School students that parents are 
expected to attend services with their children every 
Sunday.  It is also important that everyone arrives to 
Religious School on time by 9:45 a.m.  This is a special 
time for parents to spend with their own family and 
have the opportunity to feel part of our larger Hakafa 
community.  In addition, important announcements are 
made that directly impact the students.  We pride 
ourselves in being a place where families are invested 
in the process of educating our children and not merely 
being a place where children are "dropped off."  This is 
one of the many aspects that makes Hakafa such a 
unique experience and place. I thank you for your 
attention to this.  
 

In addition, please remind your kids that electronic 
devices such as iPods, iTouch, and phones should not be 
played with or used during class at Hebrew or Sunday 
school. Students have been texting in class and it is 
very disruptive for the teacher and the other students 
in class-not to mention extremely disrespectful.  We 
hope that you can assist us with this matter and it is 
greatly appreciated.  
 

Moving on to school news:  Beginning on Tuesday, 
January 22, our 7th grade (Hey) class will be leading 
services for the month of January. You are welcome to 
join us at our Tuesday afternoon service (5:10-5:30 
p.m.)!  On Sunday January 27 we will be celebrating Tu 
B'Shevat - the birthday of the trees.  Students will be 
participating in Tu B’Shevat seders that morning and 
tasting various fruits from trees.  
 

Have a wonderful January!       L’shalom, 

BibiBibiBibiBibi    

 

Welcome Back Parent Coffee          

 
A Welcome Back Parent Coffee will take place at 
Religious School on Sunday, January 13.  Please stick 
around after services and enjoy coffee, donuts, and 
schmoozing with other Hakafa parents. 
 

 
 
 

Tu B’Shevat   

at Religious School!  
 

Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish New Year of the Trees, is 
coming this month!  In celebration of Tu B’Shevat, we 
will have Religious School Tu B’Shevat Seders on 
Sunday, January 27 for our kindergarten through 
sixth grade students. 
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services  
 
As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that 
Rabbi Elder is teaching this year, students and 
families whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be 
taking place in the year after May 2013 are 
encouraged to attend the second of four Shabbat 
morning services on Saturday, January 12 at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe).  This service is designed to give 
b’nai mitzvah candidates and their families the 
opportunity to have hands-on practice and experience 
with all that is learned in the workshops.  It will also 
help the students to become familiar and comfortable 
with the service.  There will be two services:  The 
10:30 a.m. service is for those who are having morning 
ceremonies.  The 11:45 a.m. service is for those who 
are having evening ceremonies. The setting will be 
informal and educational.  Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) or with any 
questions.   
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Special Religious School 

Schedule in January 
 

Please note that our schedule for the month of 
January is different than most months.  Because 
winter break extends through January 6, we will follow 
this schedule: 
 

HEBREW SCHOOL WILL RESUME ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8. 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL WILL RESUME ON 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 
 

THERE WILL BE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ON THE 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, JANUARY 27! 

 
 

 

Religious Education  

Committee Meeting 
 
All Hakafa parents are invited to participate in our 
Religious Education Committee!  Please make plans to 
attend the upcoming Religious Education Committee 
meeting on Sunday, January 27 at 12:15 p.m. in 
Community Room 1 at the Takiff Center.  This is your 
opportunity to have a significant voice in your child’s 
religious education.  Please contact Marci Homer, 
Religious Education Committee Chair (303-472-6047 or 
marci.homer@millercoors.com), with any questions. 
 

 

3rd and 4th Grade 

Shabbat Service and Oneg 
 
The Third and Fourth Grade Religious School classes 
are helping to lead family services on the evening of 
Friday, February 1 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  All 
Hakafa members are cordially invited to welcome 
Shabbat together at our Family Shabbat Service. 

 

 
All Hakafa High School Students are invited for 

a fun afternoon of Laser Tag! 

Join us on 
Sunday, January 27, 2013 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Laser Quest 
(644 E. Rand Road, Arlington Heights) 

Snacks, Drinks, and Pizza Dinner 
will be served! 

Please bring $15 to cover 
the cost of the event. 

 
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, January 20 to 

Josh Elder (joshmeld@aol.com or 847-266-8834) 
or Bibi Patt (education@hakafa.org or 847-955-9980) 

 

 

Important January Dates… 

 
January 8 – Hebrew School Resumes 
January 12 – B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services, 
  10:30 OR 11:45 (NSUMC) 
January 13 – Religious School Resumes 
  * Welcome Back Parent Coffee, 

   10:30 a.m. (TC) 
January 27 – Religious School Meets (even though it 

         is the last Sunday of the month) 
  * Tu B’Shevat Seders for students 
  * Religious Education Committee 
     Meeting, 12:15 p.m. (TC) 
  * High School Youth Group Laser Tag 
     Event, 4:00-6:00 p.m. (Laser Quest) 
February 1 – 3rd & 4th Grade Shabbat Service, 

7:00 p.m. (WCH) 

 
  

  

. . 

: 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               January 2013 – Tevet / Sh’vat 5773 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
  
 

1        New Year’s Day 
 

2 3 
 

4 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH) 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

9  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 
 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

12  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. 
Second B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
Service (NSUMC) 

 

13      
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School Resumes (TC) 
10:15 a.m. 
     Welcome Back Parent Coffee (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
12:15 p.m. 
Israel Committee Meeting (TC) 
12:15 – 2:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class  
     (Baha’I House of Worship) 

14  

 

15      Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

16 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

17  

 

 

18    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

20  
9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 
     Confirmation Class  
     (Sacred Heart Parish) 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Jewish Yoga for Adults (TC) 

21 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

 

22  
 
12:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew Circle 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew School (TC) 
7:30 p.m.  
     Torah Study (NSUMC) 

23 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study  
 
 

 

24      
 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service and  
Tu B’Shevat Seder (WCH) 

26       Tu B’Shevat 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
 
 
 
 

27  
9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
     Confirmation Class  
     (Evanston Quaker Meeting) 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Jewish Yoga for Adults (TC) 
12:15 p.m. 
     Religious Education Committee 
     Meeting (TC) 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
     High School Youth Group 
     Laser Tag Event (Laser Quest) 

28  

 

29 
 
 
 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah  
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 30 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study  

 
  

31 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               February 2013 – Sh’vat / Adar 5773 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Family Potluck Shabbat Dinner (WCH) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
3rd & 4th Grade Students help lead 
Family Shabbat Service and celebrate 
with a special oneg (WCH) 

2  
 

 
 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Benjamin Citow (PM) 

3  
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Jewish Yoga for Adults (TC) 
1:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class  
     (Islamic Cultural Center) 

4 
 

5 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6            

 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

7 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

8  
 
 
 

Shabbat in the Home 

9 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
4:15 p.m. 
Confirmation Class Trip to 
Willow Creek Community Church 
(Meet at Takiff Center) 

 

10     

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. 
     Congregation Meeting (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Jewish Yoga for Adults (TC) 
12:15 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class Parent/Student 
     Meeting (TC) 
2:30 p.m. OR 3:45 p.m. 
     3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)   

11  
 

12   
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13      
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

14  
 

 

15    Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16         

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

17         

 
 

 

18     Presidents’ Day  19  
 
10:00 a.m. 
     Mishneh Torah  
12:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew Circle 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew School (TC) 
7:30 p.m.  
     Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

21  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(NSUMC) – PLEASE NOTE LOCATION 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

23  

 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Congregational Purim Celebration – 
Carnival, Megilla Reading, etc. (TC) 
 

Erev Purim 

24            Purim 
 

25  
 

26 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

27 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

28 
 

 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Peter Office ………………………………...…………...………………President 

Jeff Rosenberg…..……………………………………..….………Vice President 

Rachel Lee………...………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

John Thomason…....………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 

Scott Lowtwait.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Mark Kaufmann...……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
January 2013 
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