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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Enough of the Venom Already 
 
I have an idea: 
 
Let us create an internet through which anyone in our society can broadcast his/her vitriol at will, and then let us 
reform our gun laws so that anyone who does so can arm him/herself freely and with ease. Anger and guns are 
always a wonderful mix.  
 
Then, we should build a huge wall around Texas (or Wyoming or New Jersey, if you prefer), and replace all the non-
angry, non-violent residents with America’s armed spewers of hatred. We will allow them to fight it out to the end.  
 
We can sell tickets to watch it on the web. 
 
While we are at it, we can build a wall around Iraq, too. All the non-violent, unarmed Muslims – the overwhelming 
majority of them – will be allowed to leave and will be replaced by the ones who just want to kill each other.  
 
We will sell tickets to watch that as well. 
 
We can do this all over the world. We can enclose the Sudan, North Korea, Kashmir, Crimea, the Mexican state of 
Chihuahua, and the Basque Region of Spain. We can even throw in somewhere in China, just to be safe. Let all the 
angry, violent people duke it out to the end. 
 
I don’t know where we would put the vitriolic, violent Israelis – anti-Semitism rearing its ugly head once again.  
 
When all the people in all these walled regions are finished killing one another, we will take the winner of each, and 
dump them in the Outback of Australia, not unlike what Britain did long ago. We will watch them fight it out, too.  
 
Chances are the ultimate winner will be eaten by a dingo. 
 
The proceeds we will make from the ticket sales for all of these battles will go toward ending poverty, discrimination, 
and prejudice around the world. 
 
A pretty awful idea, no? 
 
So, perhaps we can just try this instead: 
 

Figure out a way to get along. 
 
How?  
 
By considering the words we use and the impact they have on others; by listening, really listening, to what others are 
saying, instead of hearing what we want to hear based on our perceptions of them; by controlling our tempers and 
being willing to be wrong and accept “no;” and, perhaps most importantly, by assuming the best of and for each other.  
 
Why? 
 

Just because we can… 
 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on 
the following evenings: 
 
January 2 Shabbat Vayechi 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 47:28-50:26 

Haftarah: I Kings 2:1:2-12  
 Singing Shabbat and Tisch 
   
January 9 Shabbat Sh’mot 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 1:1-6:1 
  Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13 
 Guest speaker: Lillian Daniel  
  
January 16 Shabbat Va’eira 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 6:2-9:35 

Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:25-29:21  
  
January 23 Shabbat Bo 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 10:1-13:16 

Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-13:28 
 

January 30 Shabbat B’shalach 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16 

Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31 
 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Grade Shabbat 

 Congregational Tu B’Shvat Seder 
 

   
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us on Saturdays, January 10 and 31 at the 
home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe) at 8:30 a.m. for our January Shabbat morning 
minyanim.  This hour-long service and study is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat.  People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  

 

Prayer and Celebration 
Please note that all Friday Evening Shabbat Services will now begin at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

 
 

Rev. Lillian Daniel to Speak at  

January 9 Shabbat Service 

 
Join us at Shabbat services on Friday, January 9 at 
7:30 p.m. as we welcome Rev. Lillian Daniel. Rev. 
Daniel will speak on When Spiritual but Religious is not 
Enough. A pastor, writer, and teacher, Rev. Daniel has 
served as senior minister of the First Congregational 
Church of Glen Ellyn, IL since 2004. Her newest 
book, When Spiritual But Not Religious Is Not Enough: 
Seeing God In Surprising Places, Even the Church is a 
provocative case for why religious community matters. 
 

 
 

Tot Shabbat 
 
Please join the youngest members of Hakafa every other 
month for Tot Shabbat services with Rabbi Elder.  
Beginning promptly at 9:00 a.m. and lasting just ½ hour, 
children ages five and younger, their parents, siblings, 
and/or grandparents participate in an interactive Shabbat 
experience of singing, dancing, stories, and prayer.  A 
short kiddush of challah, juice, and cookies will follow.  
 
The next Tot Shabbat of the year will be held at our 
offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) on Saturday, January 17. 

Singing Shabbat Service 

 
Join us on Friday, January 2 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka) for our monthly singing Shabbat service!  We 
will be singing new versions of a few of the regular 
prayers and singing a few prayers that we have not sung 
before.   
 
If you are interested in familiarizing yourself with the 
music beforehand (though it is certainly not required), go 
to:  www.hakafa.org/content/music-Shabbat.  At this link 
you will find transliterations of the prayers with new 
melodies along with recordings of the tunes to which 
you can click and listen.  Come and experience new 
sounds and new harmonies as we usher in Shabbat in a 
new way!  As always, an oneg will follow our service. 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Come to the Rabbi’s Tisch 
 
Join Rabbi Elder for a tisch* on Friday, January 2 after 
Singing Shabbat services at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). We’ll learn a 
little, schmooze a little, sing a little, and enjoy one 
another’s company. 
 
*A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit around after 
Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim (wordless melodies), and study 
the weekly Torah portion. 

 

  
 
 

 

 
Share Your Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like 
to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not 
have the opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a 
fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or 
want a place to go for the holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser at 847-945-6095. 
 

http://www.hakafa.org/content/music-Shabbat
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Oneg Hosts Needed 
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs on various dates from 
March 27 through August.  Hosting a 
Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way 
to help support Hakafa and is also a nice 
way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, 
birthday, anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation.  Many 
people have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on his/her 
yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  If you 
would like to host an oneg, please 
contact Lynn Sanders (847-501-2768 or 
LSanders0608@gmail.com) to reserve a 
date. 
 

 
 

Shabbat Service and Tu B’Shvat Seder 
 
The Jewish New Year of Trees, Tu B’Shvat (pronounced Too Bish-
VAHT), falls on Saturday, February 4 this year. According  to the 
Talmud, the fifteenth of the Hebrew month of  Shvat  (Tu  in Hebrew 
means “fifteen”) is the day designated as the end of the period in which 
most of Israel’s yearly rain has fallen. It also marks the time when trees 
have used up water from the previous year’s rainfall and have begun 
absorbing the water of the New Year. On Tu B’Shvat, by honoring the 
cycle of our trees,we sanctify the power of nature, our most precious 
resource. We do so through a Tu B’Shvat Seder.  
 
Our congregational seder will take place on Friday, January 30 
immediately following 7:00 p.m. services. We will sit down for a 
short, special celebration in which we will taste of various fruits and sip 
from four different kinds of wine/juice. Help us usher in nature’s New 
Year!   
 
 

Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Thank you to… 
 
Betsy Hersher, Susan 
Gutan, and the 
Kadima members who 
helped make the 
potluck Italian feast so 
successful.  
 
Jennifer Hirsch and 
Suzanne Zeller for 
hosting the oneg for 
our Congregational 
Shabbat Service and 
Hanukkah Celebration.  

Shabbat in the Home 
Make February 27 a special Shabbat for your Hakafa community, your family, and you! 

 
On Friday evening, February 27, our congregation will again celebrate Shabbat dinner together.  Every congregation 
member will be invited to dine and share the evening at another member’s home.  We hope you will join us as we sing 
Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting conversation, meet new friends, and 
reconnect with old ones.  Help make Hakafa the encirclement that it is!  There will be no services at the Winnetka 
Community House that evening.  In order for “Shabbat in the Home” to succeed, many families are still needed to 
open up their homes for this pot-luck event. If you are willing to open up your home to other Hakafa members for 
dinner on Friday, February 27, please contact Debbie Fogel (curlyfogel@yahoo.com or 312-576-6775) as soon as 
possible. 

 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one another.  If you know of anyone 
in our congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, 
who could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a 
ride to a health care appointment, please contact Jill Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-
242-0864). You can also contact Jill to volunteer. 

Member News 
 

Congregation Directory 
 
The 2014-2015 Congregation Hakafa Directory is in the process of being updated and will be delivered this month.  
Please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) with any changes and/or updates. 
 

Condolences to… 
 
Josh Criz on the loss of his grandmother, Shirley Albert. 
 
Jill Pam, Audrey Pam, and Lisa Rosenberg on the death of their uncle, Lenny Feldman.  

mailto:mccpam@comcast.net


4                                                        The Circle                                        January 2015 
 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Deborah and Mitch Brown on the birth of their grandson, Noah Brown. 
 
Ann and Alan Meyers on the birth of their granddaughter, Annabel June Meyers. 
 
Madeleine and Jack Neems on the birth of their grandson, Ian Blake Pritzker. 
 
Stacee and Julian Solotorovsky on the birth of their grandson, Joshua Bo Solotorovsky. 
 
Annette Turow and family on the birth of her grandson, Zachary Turow Schiffrin. 
 
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – please let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that we can 
share your joy with our congregational community. 

 

Family Game Night 
 
Hakafa families of all ages are invited to join us for an evening 
of games, snacks, friendship, havdallah, and fun at our first-
ever FAMILY GAME NIGHT! Please join us on Saturday, 
January 10, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Hakafa Office at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).   
 
Please contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-
0687) by January 6 to R.S.V.P. and/or with any questions!  We 
hope you will join us! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Member News (continued) 
 

Education Committee 
 
All Hakafa members are invited to join us for an 
Education Committee (Religious School and 
Hebrew School) Meeting on Sunday, January 11 
at 12:15 p.m. in the Conference Room at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Marci 
Homer, Education Committee Chair 
(Marci.Homer@millercoors.com or 303-472-
6047).  We hope to see you there!  

 
 
 

 

 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 

The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office  

(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) or the actual location. 
 
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building; services take place on far 
side of the building 
 
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms. 
 
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step stairway inside 
building for torah study (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor for movie night 
 
Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. 
 
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building 

 
Office of Ned Robertson (nrobertson@agdglaw.com): 17

th
 floor of accessible building 

 
A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking 

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
mailto:Marci.Homer@millercoors.com
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
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Movie Group 
 
Hakafa’s film group will meet on Saturday, January 17 at 7:00 
p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to screen When Jews Were Funny. 
This is a documentary film by Canadian director Alan Zweig, 
released in 2013, which explores the role of Jewish comedians in 
the history of North American comedy and humour from the 
Borscht belt to the present day.  The list of comics interviewed-- 
with clips--reads like a Who’s Who of American comedy. The film 
was chosen the best Canadian feature film of 2013 at the Toronto 
International Film Festival. 
 
If you like, join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. We’ll be ordering pizza 
from Little Red Hen. Contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040 or 

mcsolomon@comcast.net) by noon on the 20th to R.S.V.P. for 

dinner ($5 per person). Or, come directly to our office for the 
movie.  Feel free to bring friends, family, beverages, or a nosh.  

 

Member News (continued) 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on Thursday, 
January 8 at the office of Ned Robertson (330 N. Wabash 
Avenue, Suite 1700, Chicago).  Bring your own lunch and prepare 
to participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  New 
participants are always welcome.  
 

SAVE THE DATE for our  

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 

February 6-8, 2015 
Join us February 6-8, 2015 for our annual 
Scholar-in-Residence weekend as we 
welcome Rabbi Levi Lauer from Jerusalem.  
Rabbi Lauer is the Founding Executive 
Director of ATZUM-Justice Works, established 
in 2002. A native of the U.S. who has lived in 
Jerusalem since 1976, Rabbi Lauer was 
previously a Hillel Director, and Executive 
Director of the Pardes Institute from 1977-
1994. He is a pioneer educator-social activist 
seeking to bring contemporary concerns to 
synthesis with traditional Jewish practice and 
study. 
 
Over the weekend, Rabbi Lauer will give three 
lectures.  He will speak during Friday evening 
Shabbat Services (February 6), at a special 
program on Saturday evening (February 7), 
and at Sunday morning adult study class 
(February 8).  Watch for Rabbi Lauer’s 
specific lecture topics in the weekly 
announcements and in the February 
newsletter.  We hope you will make plans to 
join us for what will be a wonderful weekend! 
 

 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 

 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take 
place on Thursday, January 22 at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  Join us for a lively 
conversation with Rabbi Elder!  New 
participants are always welcome.    

 

Adult Education 
 

There are Two Ways to Find Hakafa on Facebook 
 
1) Like Hakafa’s Page: Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. 
The Facebook page allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the 
congregation, to give you announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit 
with pictures of some of the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 
2) Join Hakafa’s Group: Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/ and ask to join. This link allows Hakafa 
members the ability to communicate with each other. If you have an issue you want to discuss, an article or reflection 
you want to share, a meeting you want to announce, an event or organization about which you want us to know, and 
the like, the group is the place to post it. 
 
Find us on Facebook and stay up-to-date with your congregation and with each other! 

 

Beginning Hebrew for Adults 
 
We are looking into the possibility of starting a beginners Hebrew 
class for adults in the late winter/early spring. Please, contact 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) if you are 
interested in participating. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Zweig
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humour
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borscht_belt
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT796_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our 
January sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, January 6 and 20 
at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison Blakley 
Davis and Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, 
Northbrook).  Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn 
more about what halacha has to say on almost 
every aspect of life.   

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love for 

you to join us on either Tuesday evenings and/or 
Wednesday mornings: 

 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love for you 
to join us on either Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday 
mornings: 
 
Wednesday Afternoons – 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
PLEASE NOTE OUR WINTER LOCATION:  
Our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Tuesday Evenings: 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
Our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Please note: There will be no class on Jan. 13 and 27. 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities  

Takiff Center at 10:35 a.m. 

Schedule for January 2015 
 
January 11 
 
Study – Jewish Prayer through the Ages: 
Part 2 with Rabbi Elder – Prayer in the Talmud 
Jewish prayer has changed radically over our long existence. In this series, Rabbi Abrams and Rabbi Elder will chart 
the evolution of prayer from the Bible to today. In the first class in December, Rabbi Abrams looked at the prayers of 
our biblical ancestors.  In this session, Rabbi Elder will explore how Jewish worship shifted drastically in the five 
hundred years after the destruction of the Second Temple. 
 
Culture – Yoga with Sharyn Galindo 
Bring your own yoga mat and meet Sharyn in the Takiff Center Community Hall for our next yoga session! 
 
Discussion – Environmental Justice 
“Treading Lightly: We are our brother's and sister's keepers”   
Fred Miller, chair of Hakafa’s Environmental Action Committee, will lead a discussion on how our everyday actions have 
global environmental consequences, both for the good and bad, and will address how environmental enlightenment and 
protest can beat back global climate change.  
 
(continued on next page) 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice 
your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us on Tuesday, January 13 
at noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 312-322-0290) for an 

hour of lunch and conversation – all in Hebrew! 

Sunday Morning Coffee, Snacks, and Conversation for Adults – Volunteers Needed 

 
Congregation members take turns each Sunday providing coffee and breakfast snacks for the adults in between the 
morning service and adult education sessions. Please join us for some good drinks, food, and conversation!  
Volunteers are needed to sign up for a date to provide the drinks/food (Hakafa will reimburse you.).  If you can help 
out, contact Jennifer Hirsch (jhirsch683@gmail.com or 847-581-9062). 
 

mailto:jhirsch683@gmail.com
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

 
January 18 
 
Study – Jewish Prayer through the Ages:  
Part 3 with Rabbi Elder – Prayer in the Middle Ages 
In this session, we will explore the growth of prayerful expression in Jewish communities from the period after the 
Talmud until the Enlightenment. We will note foreign influences and internal tensions that impacted how we expressed 
our relationship with the Divine.  

 
Culture – Poetry/Writing with Stacey Robinson 
Sing! As in, sing and give praise! Or, sing and give thanks! Our texts are filled with songs of praise. We even celebrate 
David, the beloved King, not for his military prowess, but for his prowess with a pen. In this session, we will take a look 
at the songs of the bible; not just David's, but Miriam's and Moses' and Deborah's, too. And in the process, we will try to 
find our own songs - of praise, or thanks, or love. 

 
Discussion – What is “Jewish” Parenting? 
Robin Stein, Executive Director of Response, will facilitate a discussion on what, exactly, is Jewish parenting, the 
issues youth navigate on the north shore, and the challenges suburban parents face in raising healthy, well-adjusted 
children.   

 
Response is a not-for-profit counseling, educational, and resource center serving adolescents (age 12 to 21) and their 
families. A program of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago, its mission is to support adolescents and their 
families in the Jewish and general community by providing prevention, outreach, counseling, and medical services in a 
teen-friendly environment that empowers teens to make healthy life choices. Ms. Stein has worked with adolescents 
and families for over thirty years and has been the Director of Repsonse for the past 12 years. 
 
January 25 
 
Study– Jewish Prayer through the Ages:  
Part 4 with Rabbi Abrams – Prayer since the Enlightenment 
Rabbi Abrams will explore the trajectory of Jewish worship from the Enlightenment to today, including the evolution of 
Reform Jewish prayer and the explosion of modern, Jewish religious expressions toward the Divine. 
 
Culture – Jewish Cooking:  Kugels* with Linda Harth 
Join Linda to learn how to make a sweet noodle kugel, a savory noodle kugel, and a potato kugel!  Because the Takiff 
Center kitchen is small and we need to know how much of each ingredient to purchase, please R.S.V.P. for this class 
no later than January 18 by contacting Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687).  

 
*A kugel is a baked pudding or casserole most commonly made from noodles or potato. It is a traditional Ashkenazi 
Jewish side dish often served on Shabbat and Jewish holidays.   

 
Discussion – “Jewish” Aging 
Can growing older be a time when we do not end our journeys, but begin them? What is the journey that allows us to 
obtain a good, old age and to retain vitality?  Join Elizabeth Ury in a discussion of what a new path or purpose to aging 
might entail.  

 
Elizabeth has been in the person-centered care business for thirty years, ten of those working with older adults.  She 
recently started PrimeLife Care, LLC to work with independent, older adults and their loved ones to help seniors age in 
place in their homes. 

 
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casserole
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noodle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

Welcome back!  I hope everyone had a great 

vacation!  Mazal Tov to our Bet Hebrew Teacher, Mira 

Gelman, on becoming a savta (grandmother)! 
 

We resume from winter break with Hebrew School on 

January 6.  At Hebrew School we will begin a new 

schedule whereby all grades will be together each 

Tuesday for our evening service.  Each grade, 

beginning with the 7th grade, will have an 

opportunity to lead services for a month.  It is a 

wonderful way to have the students engaged in the 

service and also feel a sense of ownership as 

leaders.  Please know that parents and siblings who 

would like to join us at Tuesday evening services are 

welcome anytime from 5:10-5:30 p.m. 
 

Religious School resumes on Sunday, January 11.  We 

will also be having an Education Committee Meeting 

after school that Sunday.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend! 
 

In addition, as a result of the 3rd and 4th grade field 

trip to The Ark, we are commencing a food collection 

(please see list and kosher requirements below) to 

help stock their food pantry.  We will be having the 

collection through the entire month of January at 

Religious School.  Please bring your items to the table 

outside of the Community Hall on Sundays. Thank you 

in advance! 
 

We will end this month with the 3rd and 4th grade 

students leading services on January 30 at 7 p.m. at 

the Winnetka Community House.  The service will be 

followed by the Congregation Tu B'Shvat Seder, 

which will be loads of fun and filled with tasty treats! 
 

Enjoy this month!                   L'shalom, Bibi 
 

Food List: 

Manishevitz, La Preferida, & Gefen brands:  Yellow 

           Peas, Pinto Beans, Cholent Mix, Lentils (in bags) 

Canned beans:  Chick Peas, Garbanzos 

Heinz:  Vegetarian Beans (canned) 

Jam/Jelly:  Grape if you can find it, any other flavors 

also good 
 

Kosher Symbols: 

   

 
 

                    

 

Tu B’Shvat   

at Religious School!  
 

Tu B’Shvat, the Jewish New Year of the Trees, is 

coming at the beginning of February!  In celebration 

of Tu B’Shvat, we will have a Tu B’Shvat Seder at 

Religious School on Sunday, February 1 for our pre-

kindergarten through second grade students.  All 

other students are invited, with their families, to the 

Congregational Tu B’Shvat Seder on Friday, January 

30, which is also the night of our 3rd and 4th Grade 

Shabbat Service.  We hope you will join us! 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services  
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that 

Rabbi Elder is teaching this year, students and 

families whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be 

taking place in the year after May 2015 are 

encouraged to attend the second of four Shabbat 

morning services on Saturday, January 10 at the 

North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 

Avenue, Glencoe).  This service is designed to give 

b’nai mitzvah candidates and their families the 

opportunity to have hands-on practice and 

experience with all that is learned in the workshops.  

It will also help the students to become familiar and 

comfortable with the service.  There will be two 

services:  The 10:30 a.m. service is for those who are 

having morning ceremonies.  The 11:45 a.m. service 

is for those who are having evening ceremonies. The 

setting will be informal and educational.  Please 

contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org) or with any questions.   
 

3rd and 4th Grade 

Shabbat Service and Oneg 
 

The Third and Fourth Grade Religious School classes 

are helping to lead the Shabbat Service on the 

evening of Friday, January 30 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 

Winnetka).  All Hakafa members are cordially invited 

to welcome Shabbat together and join us after for 

our Congregational Tu B’Shvat Seder. 
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Social Action 
 

Fighting Sex Trafficking:  

The Jewish Community Takes a Stand 
Sunday, January 11 2:00 pm 

Spertus Institute, 610 South Michigan Ave, Chicago 
Program followed by reception and resources 

 
Sex trafficking is a form of modern day slavery that 
exists throughout the US and globally. The 
International Labor Organization estimates that there 
currently are 4.5 million people trapped in forced 
sexual exploitation worldwide. 

Call (312-322-1773) for tickets and information. 

 

 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 

Feeding People who are Hungry and Working to 

Reduce Hunger! 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A 
Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  
The kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, 
and each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience.   
 
The volunteer roster still has many openings.  Even 
if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, you 
can participate by purchasing food or simply by 
contributing financially, a critical need.  If you would like 
to help, please contact Joan Fishman (847-853-1766 
or j.fishman@sbcglobal.net) or Judy Rose-Epstein 
(847-501-2856 or missyepstein@att.net).  
 

 

Hakafa Justice for Women Group Meeting 
 
Please join Hakafa’s Justice for Women Group and Rabbi Elder for coffee, scones, and a conversation about the 
direction of our women’s justice initiative on Friday, January 16 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Curt’s Café* (2922 
Central Street, Evanston). In particular, we’ll discuss ways that we can collectively support residents of Grace House, a 
transitional home for women released from prison, located on Chicago’s Near West Side. All Hakafa members are 
welcome! 
 
Please RSVP to Beth Gordon (914-329-4696) and Heather Ross (847-656-8156) by phone or by email 
(womensjustice@hakafa.org).  Questions concerning Grace House can be directed to Jennifer Hirsch 
(jhirsch683@gmail.com or 847-581-9062). If you are interested but unable to attend, please let Beth and Heather know, 
and they’ll add you to the contact list. 
 
*Curt’s Cafe provides restaurant and life-skills training to at-risk youth, not to mention that the food is delicious, and location is 
accessible! 

Kiva 
CONGREGATION HAKAFA has a growing KIVA 

lending team and our mission statement is simply, 

"We loan because our encirclement includes our 

collective responsibility to empower others around 

the world." 
 
Hakafa began making Kiva micro-loans using gifts from 
the confirmation classes of 2007 and 2008.  Starting last 
year, all religious school classes became members of the 
Hakafa Kiva Team and students now work together to 
select loan recipients several times. Team Hakafa has 
already made 318 loans in 49 countries.  
 
All congregants are invited to join our team. Once repaid, 
funds can be loaned again and again, so the cycle of 
opportunity to help lift others out of poverty is never-
ending.  
 
To join the team, go to: 
http://www.kiva.org/team/congregation_hakafa 

Contact Beth Gordon (bbgordon1@gmail.com) for more 
information. 

 
 

 
Voting for delegates to the World Zionist 

Congress begins January 15 

 
The Israel Committee is calling on all Hakafa members 
18 and over to cast your vote to choose delegates to the 
upcoming World Zionist Congress. The results of this 
election will  influence policy and shape the society within 
Israel.  It’s that crucial.   
 
Voting runs from January 15 to April 30, and your vote is 
extremely important. Check the weekly bulletin for more 
details.Contact Bob Rifkin (rrifkin@orba.com) for more 
information. 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               January 2015 – Tevet/Shvat 5775 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 

New Year’s Day 

2 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Singing Shabbat 
(WCH) 
 

8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

3 

4 
 

 

5 6 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

7 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

8 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Guest Speaker:  
Rev. Lillian Daniel (WCH) 

10    
 

8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 

10:30 p.m. OR 11:45 p.m. 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Family Game Night (NSUMC) 

11   
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School Resumes (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Rabbi Elder 
      Discussion – Environmental Justice 
      Yoga for Adults 
 

12:15 p.m. 
Education Committee Meeting (TC) 
 

12:15-2:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (Baha’i Temple) 

12   
 

13 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
  

14 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 

16 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Justice for Women Group Meeting 
(Curt’s Café, Evanston) 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

17 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 

 
 
4:15 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (Meet at TC) 
 
 

 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

18 
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Rabbi Elder 
      Discussion – What is “Jewish” 
                            Parenting? 
      Jewish Poetry/Writing with  
              Stacey Robinson 

19 
 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

20 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

21 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

22 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

23 
 

10th Grade L’Taken Trip to 
Washington, D.C. 

 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

24 
 

10th Grade L’Taken Trip to 
Washington, D.C. 

 

25  10th Grade L’Taken Trip to 

            Washington, D.C. 
 

9:00-10:15 a.m. 
Confirmation Class (Sacred Heart) 
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Rabbi Alison Abrams 
      Discussion – “Jewish” Aging 
      Jewish Cooking 

26 
 

10th Grade L’Taken Trip to 
Washington, D.C. 

27 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

  

28 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 
 

29 30 
 
 
 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service: 
3rd & 4th Grade Service and  
Congregational Tu B’Shvat Seder 
(WCH) 

31 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               February 2015 – Shvat / Adar 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
9:45 -11:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Class (Evanston Quaker 
Meeting) 
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Gabriella Boros 
      Discussion – Are men and women 
                equal in the eyes of Judaism? 
      Yoga for Adults 

2 3  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)   
 

Erev Tu B’Shvat 

4             Tu B’Shvat 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

5 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service: 
Scholar-in-Residence Speaks  
(Highland Park Community House) 
NOTE LOCATION! 

7  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence Program  
(Home of Carol Anne Been and Dan 
Freedman) 

8  
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (Sikh Religious 
Society of Chicago) 
 
10:35 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence (TC) 
 
1:45 p.m. OR 3:00 p.m. 
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)   

9 
 

10 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

11            

 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

12  
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

14 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Leanne Star) 

 
 
 

 

15    Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 

16     Presidents’ Day 
 

17    
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)   

18      
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

19  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

20  
 
 
 
 
6:15 p.m. 
Congregation Meeting (WCH) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

21         

 
 
 

 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Mackenzie Furlett (PM) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

22         
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Ellen Holtzblatt 
      Discussion – Is the world against 
                          us? Antisemitism today.       
      Jewish Poetry/Writing with  
              Stacey Robinson 
 

3:15-6:15 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (Meet at Edens 
Plaza in Wilmette) 

23     24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

25  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

26  27  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Shabbat in the Home 

28  

 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
9:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (Meet at Edens 
Plaza in Wilmette) 
 
 
 
 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
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