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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

8 Seconds 
 
Microsoft recently conducted a study on the effects of smartphones and digital media on the human brain. It found that 

the average person’s attention span is now a mere eight seconds, down from twelve seconds just fifteen years ago. To 

put that into perspective, the common goldfish can now focus on one thing longer than we can.
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     With that in mind, I watched Sarah Palin’s recent endorsement of Donald Trump in eight-second snippets. I 

wanted to hone in my entire attention span on what she really had to say. In doing so, I proved the study’s findings: 

Eight seconds was all I could take in any one sitting.     

She made perfect sense. 

 

   What did I learn? 

 Snippet 1: Alaska is cold, the media are bad, and Iowa is full of interesting people. 

 Snippet 2: President Obama, Congress, the Republican establishment, and their wealthy donors are bad. 

Donald Trump is wealthy, but good. 

 Snippet 3: Donald Trump will negotiate as tough with our enemies as he does with Wall Street; he understands 

the middle class, because he gives them jobs building his big buildings; and, he loves his family. 

 Snippet 4: Immigrants are bad. Allah is bad. Donald Trump is good. 

 Snippet 5: Hillary Clinton is bad. Donald Trump is Ronald Reagan. 

 Snippet 6: Abortion is bad. Guns are good; so is the Constitution. God Bless America. 

 

My ability to glean her message is a testament to Sarah Palin: She knows people well. She can convey her 

ideas simply, clearly, concisely, quickly, and not without flair, like a good Vine or a Facebook clip of a panda 

frolicking in a DC snowstorm. I can get what information I need from her and then move on to the next fifty-two 

seconds of the next minute of my life. And, with that, I can decide who should be our president. 

And, we wonder why we are in trouble … 

Judaism, as you have heard me say, is a discussion, not a sound bite. And, religions that are real discussions 

are designed to give us depth, to make us less, not more, sure of our ideas. We are supposed to offer and listen, listen 

and offer, and then offer and listen again, not in order to try to get others to agree with us, but to get us to hear voices 

beyond the ones crowding our own minds. Give-and-take - pilpul - allows us to accept that our ideas might be wrong 

or need refinement. It opens us up to others’ thoughts and challenges us to dig deeper. If done right, it teaches 

empathy. And, empathy brings change. 

But, that takes time, much more time than the eight seconds our minds are now trained to focus on anything - 

time we desperately need but are quickly losing the memory of how to take. 

Maybe, the next time we have a moment to spare, instead of reaching instinctively for our smartphones to 

stimulate us, we could turn to our families, neighbors, friends, a stranger, or even a book for an interesting word or 

two. Maybe, we could learn a thing or two about them - or ourselves - that we did not already know. Maybe, we could 

listen to opinions contrary to our own and offer ideas with an open humility. Maybe, we could grow. 

I’ll have to see what my goldfish has to say about it ... 

–Rabbi Bruce Elder 

1 See http://time.com/3858309/attention-spans-goldfish/ and others 

 

D’varim 

 

http://time.com/3858309/attention-spans-goldfish/%20and
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend 
services at the Winnetka Community House (unless 
noted) on the following evenings: 
 
February 5 Shabbat Mishpatim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 21:1-24:18 

Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16 
 Singing Shabbat Service 
    
February 12 Shabbat T’rumah 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 25:1-27:19 

Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-13 
 Guest Speaker: Rev. Marilyn Pagan-Banks
  
February 19 Shabbat T’tzaveh 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20-30:10
  Haftarah: Esther 7:1-10 
 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Grade Shabbat 

   
February 26 Shabbat Ki Tisa 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 30:11- 34:35 

Haftarah: I Kings18:1-39 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 

 
Please join us on Saturdays, February 6 and 20 at the 
home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe) at 8:30 a.m. for our February Shabbat morning 
minyanim.  This hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  
People of all ages are encouraged and welcome to join us.   

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Shabbat Services Now Being Live Streamed 
 
If you are unable to make it to Friday night services, but 
would like to participate from your home, you may now live 
stream them through our website. Go to hakafa.org and 
click on the listen now icon on the left side of the screen for 
instructions. You may also view archived events using this 
link.  
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must have the volume turned 
up on both your computer and on the live stream screen itself. 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  

 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs on 
February 12 and February 26. Hosting a Friday evening 
oneg is a wonderful way to help support Hakafa and is also 
a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation.    Many people have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an 
oneg.  If you would be willing to host an oneg, please 
contact our Volunteer Oneg Coordinator, Sally Nador 
(nadorsally@gmail.com or 847-727-4357), to reserve a 
date. 
 

Share Your Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia Dresser 
(847-945-6095). 

 

 
 

 

Singing Shabbat Service  

 
Join us on Friday, February 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka) for our next singing Shabbat service!   
 
If you are interested in familiarizing yourself with the 
music beforehand (though it is certainly not required), 
go to www.hakafa.org/content/music-shabbat.  At 
this link, you will find transliterations of the prayers 
with new melodies along with recordings of the tunes 
to which you can click and listen. 

 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone in our congregation who is 
in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal 
stress, who could benefit from a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864).  
 

Rev. Marilyn Pagan-Banks to Speak  

at Shabbat Services on February 12 

 
We welcome as our guest speaker Rev. Marilyn 
Pagan-Banks, Executive Director of A Just Harvest, a 
dynamic speaker, and a forceful voice for positive 
change in Chicago. She will be with us on Friday, 
February 12 at our 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka). We hope you will join us in welcoming her. 

 

mailto:nadorsally@gmail.com
http://www.hakafa.org/content/music-shabbat
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
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Nominating Committee Meeting 
 
The Nominating Committee will meet on 
Monday, February 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Lloyd Room at the Winnetka Public Library 
(768 Oak Street, Winnetka) to begin selection 
of members for nomination as congregation 
officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Operations Treasurer, Dues Treasurer) for the 
fiscal year beginning June 1, 2016.  All 
members are welcome to attend the 
meeting, but you must notify Peter Office 
in writing of your plans to attend prior to 
February 7, 2016. Contact Peter Office 
(peter.office@ripplefxx.com) to express 
interest in being nominated as an officer or to 
confirm attendance at the meeting. 

 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Bonnie and David Garfield on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Evan Bea Glazer.  
 
Nancy and Mike Kreloff on the birth of their grandson, Ryan 
Carson Silverman. 
 
Orrin and Susan Scheff on the birth of their grandson, Miles 
Joaquin. 
 
 
 
 

Member News  
 

Congregation Meeting 
 
Our next congregation meeting will take place on Sunday, 
February 21 at 10:35 a.m. in Community Room 1 at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). All members are 
welcome to attend.  Contact our president, Jeff Rosenberg (847-
853-0121 or president@hakafa.org), with questions 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Condolences to… 
 

Judy Bramson and family on the loss of her 
father, Arthur Bross. 
 
Philip Dray and family on the loss of his 
mother, Charlotte Dray. 
 
Andrew Lubetkin and family on the loss of his 
mother, Betty Hiller. 
 
Roberta Rubin and family on the loss of her 
husband, Bill McGrane. 
 
Rachel Schulman and family on the loss of her 
father, David Reagler. 
 
Ada Samoilovich and family on the loss of her 
father, Michael Wagner. 
 
Susan Varick and family on the loss of her 
aunt, Judie Lyon. 

 

Kumzits 
 
“Kumzits” is a compound-word in Hebrew derived from the Yiddish 

words “kum” (come) and “zits” (sit).The word is used to describe 
an evening gathering where we come together and sing. Join 
us on Saturday, February 27 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) for havdala, Hakafa style! We will sing songs, 
schmooze, and nosh, too. Bring your guitars, mandolins, ukes, 
banjos, drums, harmonicas, hands, feet, and voices. 
 

Book Discussion on February 28:  

Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End 
 
Please join us for a discussion of Atul Gawande's 2014 
book: Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the 
End on Sunday, February 28 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. in the 
closed room at Panera (1199 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette). 
Hakafa member, Sherry Medwin, will explore how the author 
explains how medicine can enhance life throughout the aging 
process. It will be of interest to those caring for aging parents as 
well as for those who themselves are aging.  

 
Sherry serves as co-chair of Hakafa's Education Justice Group, taught 
English at New Trier High School, and leads seminars on philosophical 
and literary topics for various groups. 

 

Membership Committee Meeting 
 
Please join Hakafa's Membership Committee 
for our next meeting on Wednesday, 
February 24 at 7:00 p.m. at the Home of 
John and Gail Thomason (505 Maple 
Avenue, Wilmette). Topics to be covered 
include outreach to attract new members, 
opportunities for new members to check out 
Hakafa, and more. If you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to John Thomason 
(vicepresident@hakafa.org or 847-256-1361). 
 

Thank you to… 
 
Betsy Hersher and Ed Koven for organizing a wonderfully 
successful Afternoon of Yiddish Music. 
 
Dottie Hammel and Bonnie Koven for beautifully hosting our 
Congregational Tu B'Shevat Seder. 
 
 

mailto:peter.office@ripplefxx.com
mailto:vicepresident@hakafa.org
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Member News (continued) 
 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location. 
 

A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking. 
 
Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. 
 
DeFrank/Chez Household (camilledefrank@gmail.com): Fully accessible ranch house with no steps. There is a ramp at 
the back of the house with parking nearby.  
 
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step stairway inside 
building for Torah study (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor for movie night. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building. 

 
Office of Jeff Rosenberg (president@hakafa.org): 13

th
 floor of accessible building. 

 
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take  
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms. 
 
Thomason Household (vicepresident@hakafa.org): Two steps up to the front porch and then one step to cross the 
threshold. 
 
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building. 
 
Winnetka Public Library (http://www.winnetkalibrary.org/): accessible building. 
 

 
 Accessibility at Hakafa 

 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the 
congregation, we hope you will share them with us by 
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee 
Chairs, Jill Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864) 
or Audrey Pam (arpam@yahoo.com or 847-374-9887).  
We thank you for your help in making our congregation 
welcoming and accessible to all. 
 
 

North Shore Jewish Community Debate 

between the Democrat Candidates for the 

10th Congressional Seat 
 
The 2016 primary elections are happening in March, 
and now is the time to learn what they mean for you. 
As we prepare to go to the polls on March 15, 2016, 
Hakafa is partnering with 24 other synagogues, 
Jewish communal groups, and day schools to host 
a North Shore Jewish Community Debate between 
the Democrat Candidates for the 10

th
 

Congressional Seat. Come meet and hear from Hon. 
Nancy Rotering and Hon. Brad Schneider as they 
address the hottest issues facing our country, our 
neighborhoods, and our Jewish community.  Our 
moderator will be Lynn Sweet, Chicago Sun Times 
Washington Bureau Chief and columnist for The Hill, a 
weekly newspaper that covers the US Congress.  For 
more information about the Candidate Debate, please 
contact Hakafa president, Jeff Rosenberg 
(president@hakafa.org or 847-853-0121). 

 

Hakafa on Facebook  

 
Go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_t
ype=bookmark and click "Like”. 

 The Facebook page allows us to communicate with you. 
We use it to update you on information about the 
congregation, to give you announcements on events that 
are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a 
bit with pictures of some of the places we have been, the 
events we have had, and the people that we are.  
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:vicepresident@hakafa.org
http://www.winnetkalibrary.org/
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:arpam@yahoo.com
mailto:president@hakafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
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Adult Education  
 

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities 

Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe), 10:35 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 

February 7 
 
Discussion – One Congregation, One Book Discussion of Outwitting History 
 
Outwitting History, by Aaron Lansky, is a delightful book about the author and his book-saving adventures. At age 
23, Lansky read that thousands of the few remaining Yiddish books in North America were being discarded by the 
children of the books' original Yiddish-speaking owners. The books meant nothing to many of those who had inherited 
them, as they had no knowledge of Yiddish. Lansky felt compelled to preserve the language and issued a public appeal 
for unwanted Yiddish books. He received a very large number of responses and set out, with a team of volunteers, to 
retrieve and store the remaining Yiddish books. Please contact Jonah Orlofsky (847-835-3816 or jorlofsky@yahoo.com) 
with questions. 
 
Study – David Rieser: The Life and Times of Maimonides (Part I) 
 
Moshe ben Maimon (1135 – 1204 C.E.) was one of the great medieval Jewish thinkers whose Mishnah 
Torah and Guide for the Perplexed remain stunning achievements in Jewish law and philosophy. Yet his biography is, if 
anything, more interesting. Trained as a rabbi in Cordoba during an Islamic regime which fostered intellectual 
exchanges between Muslims and Jews, his family left Spain after a more fundamentalist regime took over and traveled 
across the Mediterranean to Morocco and Palestine before settling under a similarly open Islamic ruler in Egypt. While 
in Egypt he became a court physician, a leader of the Jewish community  and world renowned and prolific writer who 
discussed law, ethics, medicine in his many letters and books. Our class will focus on the arc of his extraordinary life 
story and the Islamic and Jewish worlds in which he lived. 

 
 
February 28 
 
Discussion – Judaism and the Sexuality Spectrum 
 
Laurie Grauer, Midwest Manager of Programs and Operations for A Wider Bridge, will lead a discussion on Jewish 
views of the gender and sexuality spectra and the Jewish community's relationship with the LGBTQ community in both 
the United States and Israel. A Wider Bridge builds bridges between Israelis and LGBTQ North Americans and allies. 

 
Laurie joined A Wider Bridge after serving for five years as the Executive Director of Gesher Chicago, an organization 
she co-founded to connect LGBTQ Jews and allies to the greater Chicagoland Jewish community. Laurie was one of 
the first recipients to receive Oy Chicago Magazine’s “36 under 36” award, in recognition of her outreach within the 
Jewish LGBTQ community. In 2010, she co-founded the Illinois Interfaith Civil Union Coalition, a state-wide task force 
of religious institutions who successful mobilized their congregants to lobby on behalf of Civil Unions. She has also 
served on the board of Congregation Or Chadash, Chicago’s LGBTQ congregation. Professionally, Laurie is a Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker and Jewish Educator.  
 

 
Study – David Rieser: The Life and Times of Maimonides (Part II) 
 
This will be the second session of the two-part series that Hakafa member, David Rieser, is teaching on The Life and 
Times of Maimonides.  See the description of this class above. 
 
 

mailto:jorlofsky@yahoo.com
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Note from the Director of Education 

 

Happy February! Our schedule this month for 

Religious School is a little different - please pay 

attention to your calendars! We do not have 

Religious School on February 14 because of the 

Presidents’ Day weekend. We do have school on 

February 28th even though it is the last Sunday of 

the month. 

 

On February 7th, our 5th grade class and their 

parents will be visiting a mikvah in Highland Park 

as part of their Jewish life-cycle curriculum.  This 

will help students understand this Jewish ritual in 

the context of preparing for marriage and their 

upcoming mock wedding. 

 

On Friday night, February 19, our 3rd and 4th 

graders will be leading Shabbat Services at 7:30 

p.m. They are preparing for this service through 

learning prayers and songs for this special 

Shabbat. 

 

Youth group news includes Pizza Sunday on 

February 21st and Bowling with BBYO on Sunday, 

February 28th. See the details on the next page! 

Enjoy your Hakafa month and stay warm! 
 

L’shalom, Bibi 

 

 

3rd and 4th Grade  

Shabbat Service and Oneg 
 

Please join us on Friday, February 19 at 7:30 p.m. 

at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 

Avenue, Winnetka) for Shabbat Services at which 

our 3rd and 4th Grade Religious School students will 

help lead the service.  Services will be followed by 

a special oneg in their honor, hosted by the 

families of our 3rd and 4th grade students!  We look 

forward to sharing a wonderful evening together. 
 

 

 
 

Visitors Welcome! 
 

If you have any friends who have children up 

through 9th grade and who are thinking 

about synagogue membership, please know 

that they are welcome to visit Hakafa and get 

a sense of our Religious School and/or 

Hebrew School on a Sunday and/or Tuesday. 

Please let Bibi know (education@hakafa.org 

or 847-955-9980) if you’d like to bring a visitor! 
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshops 
 

Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat 

Service” b’nai mitzvah workshop series will 

continue on Sunday, February 7 at the Takiff 

Center (999 Green Bay Road, 

Glencoe).  Families with morning services will 

meet from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m., and families with 

evening services will meet from 1:45 to 3:00 

p.m.  At that time, Rabbi Elder will break down 

the Amidah and the Torah Service, explaining 

their themes and language.  He will again 

provide an opportunity for families to look 

through various books and publications in 

order to continue thinking about how to 

personalize the service.  This series is designed 

for families of students whose b’nai mitzvah 

celebrations will be taking place in the year 

after May 2016.  By the end of the series, each 

family will have the tools to complete the 

Shabbat service for their upcoming 

celebration. The workshop series is geared 

toward students and their parents.  All b’nai 

mitzvah candidates and families are 

welcome to attend, even if you missed the 

first two.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org). 

 

 

 

 

mailto:education@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org


 

     

 

   February 2016
 

 
    

 

 

BBYO Youth Group Events in February 
 

All Hakafa 8th-12th graders are invited to join us 

for the following events this month. 

 
 
 

TEEN  PIZZA  SUNDAY 

Sunday, February 21 

12:00-12:30 p.m. 

Takiff Center Staff Lounge 

(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 

All Hakafa 8th-12th graders are invited 

to join us for FREE PIZZA and SCHMOOZING 

right after Religious School! 

  

RSVP to Bibi 

(education@hakafa.org/847-955-9980) 

or by going to this Google form: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EqamvUGnz

CG6qDes6-8th_Aq5hPYv5j5Oeon-

6tBcJY/viewform 
 

 

 

BOWLING  with  BBYO 
Sunday, February 28 

2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Brunswick Zone 

(10 S. Waukegan Rd., Deerfield) 

 

All Hakafa 8th-12th graders are invited 

to join us for BOWLING with BBYO!  

Bring $10 for an afternoon of fun! 

Pizza, Soda, Shoes, and Bowling are included. 

 

RSVP to Bibi 

(education@hakafa.org/847-955-9980) 

or by going to this Google form: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IAs5XpBMPT

gaf2DLTysE3031oiwyIisMEsPiEWIjwfU/viewform 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or Tzedek Teen Institute for Social Justice 
Registration Now Open for Summer Sessions! 

 

Or Tzedek, the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs’ 

teen social justice program, provides teens with 

a Jewish framework to explore social justice 

issues and gives teens the tools to build a better 

world.  In each session, teens will learn from 

leaders on the forefront of activism, create 

change in Chicago’s diverse communities, 

meet other teens who are passionate about 

social justice, find their voice and power as 

Jewish leaders, and of course, have fun!   

 

For more information and to register for a 

summer session (Session 1 runs from June 15 to 

June 26, and, Session 2 runs from July 27 to 

August 7), visit http://www.jcua.org/ortzedek or 

contact Deborah Goldberg, Coordinator of 

Teen Programs at the Jewish Council on Urban 

Affairs, at deborah@jcua.org or 312-663-0960. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates to Note: 
 

Sunday, March 6 – 5th Grade Mock Wedding 
 

Friday March 11 – 5th & 6Th Grade Shabbat 

Service and Ice Cream Sundae Oneg 
 

Wednesday, March 23 – Erev Purim – Megilla 

Reading…. Fun for all ages! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:education@hakafa.org
mailto:education@hakafa.org
http://www.jcua.org/ortzedek
mailto:deborah@jcua.org


6                                                        The Circle                                       February 2016 

Adult Hebrew Class 
 
Our Adult Hebrew class is meeting this winter on 
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Hakafa 
offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). The class 
has been meeting since the middle of March, but 
new participants and beginners are welcome to join 
in. Our wonderful instructor, Helen Melnick, is 
happy to catch up new students. Helen has been 
teaching Hebrew for twenty years at a variety of 
congregations across the north shore. If interested, 
please contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687). 
 

Film Group: Felix and Meira  
 
Join our screening of Felix and Meira on Saturday, 
February 20, at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  This Canadian film stars Hadas Yaron (from Fill 
the Void) as a  young wife and mother who finds freedom 
from her Orthodox Jewish community through a relationship 
with a secular young man who is mourning his father's death. 
The film won Best Feature Film at the Toronto Film Festival. 
Special thanks to Hakafa member and former Montreal 
resident, Sandor Goldstein, for presenting this month’s film. 
 
Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our office. We’ll be ordering 
pizza from Little Red Hen. Please contact Carol McCardell 
(847-727-0029 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) by noon on the 
20

th
 to RSVP for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come for 

the movie at 7:00. Feel free to bring friends, family, 
beverages, or a nosh. 
 

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our 
February sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, February 9 and 23 
at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison and Ken 
Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook). Come 
join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about what 
halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life. 

Adult Education  
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join us on 
Tuesday, February 16 at noon at the office of 
Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 

Chicago) for an hour of lunch and conversation – all 
in Hebrew! 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place 
on Thursday, February 18 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak 
Drive, Glencoe).  Join us for lively conversations 
with Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always 
welcome.   Please note different location. 

 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon 
on Thursday, February 4 at the office of Jeff 
Rosenberg (303 W. Madison Street, Suite 1325, 
Chicago).  Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  
New participants are always welcome.   

 

Three Opportunities for Torah Study 
We now have three weekly opportunities to learn 

Torah at Hakafa 
Wednesday Afternoons 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
Home of Camille DeFrank  
(574 Woodlawn Avenue, Glencoe)   
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
North Shore United Methodist Church  
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 

 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on Tuesday, February 23. 

 
Weekly Parshanut 
Friday mornings, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Lloyd Room at the Winnetka Public Library  
(768 Oak Street, Winnetka) 
 
Get a taste of the weekly Torah portion in time for Shabbat! 
We will discuss themes of the week’s portion using midrash 
(rabbinic parables) and rabbinic commentary.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 

mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org


7                                                        The Circle                                       February 2016 

Help Give a Child a Magical and Meaningful Summer Camp Experience: Noa in Concert! 
 
OSRUI (Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute) presents International concert & recording artist, Noa, in a musical 
evening to benefit the OSRUI Scholarship Fund. 
 
Saturday, February 13, 8:00 p.m. at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts  
(9501 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie) 
 
$42 Adults.  $25 Students 18 and under. Contact the North Shore Center Box Office: (847-673-6300 
or www.northshorecenter.org) for more information. 
 

 

URJ 
 

Social Action  
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 

Feeding People who are Hungry and Working to Reduce Hunger! 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  The 
kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this meaningful 
experience.  The volunteer roster still has many openings.  Even if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, you 
can participate by purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, a critical need.  If you would like to help, please 
contact Judy Rose-Epstein (missyepstein@att.net or 847-501-2856) or Joan Fishman (847-853-1766 or 
j.fishman@sbcglobal.net). 
 

 

Domestic Worker Panel with Hakafa congregants on January 10.  
 

http://click.mail.rj.org/?qs=f06e88cad219f05ef32a1d83ff9761fc04dfbc23965f2196b694230eee55c9cf
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
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Sex Trafficking in the U.S.A.  
 

All Hakafa adults are invited to join Hakafa’s Justice for Women Group on Saturday, February 6 from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) for a fun and inspirational evening 
of community: Dinner, Drinks & Dessert (We'll provide the entrees & drinks! Bring your favorite appetizers and dessert 
to share — vegetarian only please!) 

 Havdalah Service with Rabbi Elder 
 Viewing and discussion of  A Path Appears - Episode One: Sex Trafficking in the USA,  featuring Nicholas 

Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn  
 Community Service Project for At-Risk Chicago Youth 

  
We will be collecting, sorting and packing bags to help people who are trafficked in Chicago in conjunction 
with the Jewish Coalition Against Sex Trafficking (JCAST) Chicago: 
  
JCAST Chicago partners with The Dreamcatcher Foundation to collect needed items for youth who are trafficked and 
prostituted in Chicago. 
  
Street Dignity Bag List: Travel sizes requested:  Toothbrush and toothpaste, Hand sanitizer, Hand lotion, tissues.  Also: 
Granola or power bars, Gallon Ziploc Bags, McDonald's, Target, Dollar Store, CVS or Walgreens Gift Cards 
  
Prevention Bag List: Regular sized products Shampoo, Liquid body soap, Bar soap, Deodorant, Lotion or 

moisturizer, Perfumed body spray, Gift or tote bags. 
        
Questions? Contact Beth Gordon and Heather Ross at womensjustice@hakafa.org or 914-329-4696. 
  
R.S.V.P. to womensjustice@hakafa.org is appreciated, but not required.  
 

All adult congregants welcome!  We hope you can join us! 
 

 
All adult congregants welcome!  We hope you can join us! 
  
 
 
 

RefugeeOne 
 
At the December Congregation Meeting, the Congregation voted to support our initiative to help a refugee family settle 
in the U.S. If you would like to be part of Hakafa's new refugee initiative, to volunteer to help provide support, and/or to 
learn more, please email Hakafa member, Bob Turner (Turner.r@comcast.net).  
 
 
 

Social Action  
 

Are you looking to see Israel in a new and different way? Whether you have been to Israel before or not, this 
trip just might be for you. Join us and members of Lakeside Congregation June 18-July 3, 2016! 

 
Go to: http://hakafa.org/content/israel-trip-summer-2016 to register and for more information including general trip 

information, pricing, and a detailed itinerary.  
 

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions 
 

 

Israel Trip – Summer 2016 
 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT5225_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT5226_com_zimbra_email%22));
mailto:Turner.r@comcast.net
http://hakafa.org/content/israel-trip-summer-2016
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1   10th/11th Grade Trip to MS 2 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 p.m.  
Debate between the Democrat 
Candidates for the 10th Congressional 
Seat (Congregation BJBE) 

3             
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (DeFrank/Chez Home) 
 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

4 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Jeff Rosenberg) 

5 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut 
(Winnetka Public Library) 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Singing Shabbat Service (WCH) 

6  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Anderson Home) 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Justice for Women Program 
(NSUMC) 

7  
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
      Study – David Rieser 
      Discussion – Book Discusion: 
                           Outwitting History 
 

12:30 p.m. OR 1:45 p.m. 
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)   

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Nominating Committee Meeting 
(Winnetka Public Library) 

9 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (Davis/Blakley Home) 
 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

10            

 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (DeFrank/Chez Home) 
 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

11  
 

12 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut 
(Winnetka Public Library) 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Guest Speaker: 
Marilyn Pagan-Banks (WCH) 

13 
 

 
 
 

 

14     

 
 

15     Presidents’ Day 
 
          

Newsletter Articles Due 

16    
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

17     
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (DeFrank/Chez Home) 
 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

18  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 

19  
9:30 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut 
(Winnetka Public Library) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – 3rd and 4th Graders 
help lead service (WCH) 

20         
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Anderson Home) 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

21         
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 p.m. 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 
 

12:00-12:30 p.m.  
Teen Pizza Sunday (TC) 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
10th/11th Grade Class Meets (TC) 

22     23 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (Davis/Blakley Home) 
 
 

 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 

24  
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (DeFrank/Chez Home) 
 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Membership Committee Meeting 
(Thomason Home) 

25  26  
 
9:30 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut 
(Winnetka Public Library) 
 
 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

27 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Kumzits  
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
      Study – David Rieser 
      Discussion – Judaism and the 
                           Sexuality Spectrum 
 

2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Teen Bowling with BBYO  
(Brunswick Zone) 
 

2:00 p.m. 
Book Discussion : Being Mortal  
(Panera in Wilmette) 

29  

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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