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Israel and Your Vote 

When you read the news about Israel, what are the first emotions you register? Concern? Compassion? 

Anger? Fear? Many of us may not have any sort of emotional response because Israel is- in so many 

ways- remote.  And even if we do have a strong connection and love for the land and the people, we can 

be unsure of how to engage with Israel as American Jews.  In what ways can we demonstrate our care and 

concern while also perhaps having an impact on a place that is deeply significant to our tradition, to us, and 

to our community? 

Here is one simple suggestion: vote. No, most of us cannot vote in the upcoming Israeli election but we can 

vote in the elections for the World Zionist Congress (WZC). These elections provide an opportunity for 

American Jews to impact policy and funding decisions that help define Israel’s character. 

The World Zionist Congress is the World Zionist Organization’s supreme institution and legislative body, 

which meets every four years in Jerusalem. The World Zionist Congress is made up of Israeli, American 

and International delegates representing world Jewry. Approximately a third of the Congress is American 

and the makeup of the US delegation will be determined by these elections.  The composition of the 

American delegation is critically important to Jews in the United States and Israel because the decisions of 

the Congress influence hundreds of millions of dollars in funding. The Congress makes decisions that have 

impact on religious status issues in Israel and across the world as well as the funding available to 

progressive Jews in Israel. In addition, the Congress will help determine the leadership and governance of 

the three major global Jewish organizations- Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), Jewish National Fund (JNF) 

and World Zionist Organization (WZO). 

Most of the activities and programs funded through these organizations contribute positively to the State of 

Israel and the Jewish people. Unfortunately, however, some do not. Of particular concern is the well-

documented connection between the WZO and the establishment of new settlements, also called outposts, 

in the West Bank. A report commissioned in 2005 found that the WZO's Settlement Division played a key 

role in initiating new outposts.  

Another area of significant impact is funding and policy around religious pluralism, personal status issues 

and the threats against democracy in Israel. As the main forum where Israeli political leaders engage with 

Diaspora Jewry, JAFI and the WZO play a critical role in discussion and development of policy around 

these challenges. In addition, both JAFI and the WZO provide direct funding for the religious streams in 

Israel and abroad. 

Elections for the World Zionist Congress begin on January 13, 2015 and close April 30, 2015. Register and 

vote by visiting https://www.myvoteourisrael.com/.  

This is a moment for American Jews to engage with the worldwide Jewish community in demonstrating our 

connection to Israel.  Learn about the WZO, register to vote, ask questions and seize this opportunity to 

make an impact.  

 
-Rabbi Alison Abrams 

D’varim 

 

https://www.myvoteourisrael.com/
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Friday Night Services     

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House at 7:30 p.m. 
(unless noted) on the following evenings: 
 
February 6 Shabbat Yitro 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 18:1-20:23 

Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1:7-12  
 Scholar-in-Residence to speak 

Please note different location: Highland 
Park Community House (1991 Sheridan 
Road, Highland Park 

 
February 13 Shabbat Mishpatim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1-24:18
  Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16 
   
February 20 Shabbat T’rumah 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19 

Haftarah: I Kings 5:26-6:13  
 Guest Speaker: Doris Schyman 
 Rabbi’s Tisch 
  
February 27 Shabbat T’tzaveh 
  Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20-30:10 

Haftarah: I Samuel 15:2-34 
Shabbat in the Home/No services at the 
Winnetka Community House 

 
 

   
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us on Saturday, February 7 and the home of 
Allen and Barbara Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) 
and on February 21 at the home of Leanne Star (314 
Park Avenue, Wilmette) at 8:30 a.m. for our February 
Shabbat morning minyan.  This hour-long service and 
study is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat.   

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed 
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 
on various dates from March 27 through August.  
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to 
help support Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate 
a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other 
special occasion with the congregation.  Many people 
have traditionally honored the memory of a loved one 
on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  If you would 
like to host an oneg, please contact Lynn Sanders 
(847-501-2768 or LSanders0608@gmail.com) to 
reserve a date. 
 

 
 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to 
one another.  If you know of anyone in our congregation 
who is in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or 
personal stress, who could benefit from support, such 
as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride 
to a health care appointment, please contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864). You can 
also contact Jill to volunteer. 
 

Shabbat in the Home   

Make February 27 a special Shabbat for your 

Hakafa community, your family, and you! 
 
Every congregation member should have been invited to 
dine and share the evening at another member’s home. 
We hope you will join us as we sing Shabbat songs, light 
Shabbat candles, share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting 
conversation, meet new friends, and reconnect with old 
ones. Be sure to RSVP to the invitation.  Help make 
Hakafa the encirclement that it is!  If you have not 
received an invitation, please contact Debbie Fogel 
(312-576-6775 or curlyfogel@yahoo.com). 

Please note: There will be no services at the Winnetka Community House that evening. 

 
 

 

Share Your Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like 
to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have 
the opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia 
Dresser at 847-945-6095. 
 

Guest Speaker at Shabbat Services and Rabbi’s 

Tisch on February 20 
 
Join us for our weekly Shabbat Service on Friday, 
February 20 at 7:30 p.m. at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) as we 
welcome Doris Schyman as our guest speaker.  Doris 
will share her experiences praying with Women of the 
Wall in Jerusalem and Chicago.  Services will be followed 
by an oneg and a Rabbi's tisch, led by Rabbi Abrams, that 
will allow us to discuss the upcoming World Zionist 
Congress elections. Doris will join us at the tisch to 
answer questions about the work of the Israel Religious 
Action Center and Women of the Wall.   
  
Doris is a member of BJBE in Deerfield, on the Board as 
Ritual Chair.  She is a Vice President of the Midwest 
Region of ARZA (Association of Reform Zionists of 
America), on the speaker’s bureau for Women of the Wall, 
and an Ambassador for Volunteers for Israel. 
  

 

mailto:mccpam@comcast.net


 

   Congregation Hakafa 

      Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 

     February 6-8, 2015 
 

 

Please join us as we welcome Rabbi Levi Lauer from Jerusalem as our Scholar-in-Residence.  

Rabbi Lauer is the Founding Executive Director of ATZUM-Justice Works. A native of the U.S. who has 

lived in Jerusalem with his family since 1976, Rabbi Lauer’s professional background includes Hillel 

Director at the University of Missouri; 18 years as Executive Director of the Pardes Institute of Jewish 

Studies; Dean of the Brandeis-Bardin Camp Institute; and Director of Rabbinic Enrichment at the 

Shalom Hartman Institute.  
 

Rabbi Lauer is a pioneer educator and social activist seeking to bring contemporary concerns to 

synthesis with traditional Jewish practice and study.  His concern for making social justice a priority of 

Jewish devotion led him to found ATZUM in 2002 to address glaring injustices and bring assistance to 

Israelis disadvantaged by inadequate access to public and private protection.      
 

Rabbi Lauer will be speaking and teaching throughout the weekend.  We look forward to 

having him with us and hope you will be able to join us at one or all of the following events: 

 

• Friday, February 6, 7:30 p.m. - PLEASE NOTE SPECIAL LOCATION 

Highland Park Community House (1991 Sheridan Road, Highland Park)  
 

Angels and Human Accountability  
During Shabbat Services, Rabbi Lauer will give a biblical-rabbinic exploration of the fragility of 

human enterprise and an examination of to whom we hold ourselves accountable. 

 

• Saturday, February 7, 7:00 p.m.  

Home of Carol Anne Been and Dan Freedman (562 Oakdale Avenue, Glencoe) 
 

Uncertainty as Foundation of Faith: Levinas, Steiner & the Hidden Face of God 
Rabbi Lauer will speak on uncertainty as the foundation of emuna/trust/belief and the 

necessity of not allowing that ambiguity to devolve into ambivalence when confronting urgent 

human need. 

 

• Sunday, February 8, 10:35 a.m. to noon 

Takiff Center Community Hall (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
 

ATZUM: Venture Social Justice Activism and Human Trafficking in Israel 
Rabbi Lauer will teach the Sunday Morning Adult Study class.  He will present about start-up 

Jewish activism in appreciation of Paul Farmer’s “courage of failure” as it confronts state 

tolerated and encouraged evil and neglect.  How much can you get done with a few friends 

and minuscule budgets? 
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Condolences to… 
 
Judith Abramson and family on the loss of her mother, 
Ruth Abramson. 
 
Margaret Buckman and family on the loss of her 
brother, John Kerwin McCarron. 
 
Suzanne Fried and family on the loss of her husband, 
Jeffrey Fried. 
 
Michael Solomon and family on the loss of his father, 
Robert Solomon. 

 
 

Looking for Jewish College Students Who 

Go To Chicago-Area Schools 

 
Do your children or children's friends attend any of the 
following schools in the Chicago area: DePaul, UIC, 
Northeastern, Loyola, ITT, Columbia, SAIC, 
Roosevelt, Chamberlain, Oakton?  Please contact 
Anna Weinstein (AnnaWeinstein@juf.org) at Metro 
Chicago Hillel to connect them to Jewish life on 
campus.  

 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Leanne Star on the birth of her grandson, Avinash 
Jonah Feigon. 
 

 

 

Member News 
 

Meeting about Communal B’nai Mitzvah 

 
If you are interested in learning about what it means 
to have a communal b'nai mitzvah service and 
discuss the possibility of your child participating in one 
at Hakafa, please join us in Community Room 4 at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) on 
Sunday, February 1 at 12:15 p.m. for this meeting 
with Rabbi Elder. Please contact Heather Harris 
(hdinitz@hotmail.com or 847-564-6611) with 
questions. 

 

Mazal Tov to the Following Bat Mitzvah 
 

February 21 – Mackenzie Furlett 

 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 

The information provided below is designed to give general 
information about accessibility at the locations where we 

hold services, classes, programs, and events.  
 

For specific questions, please contact our office 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687), or the actual 

location. 

 
Winnetka Community House 
(http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into 
building; services take place on far side of the building 
 
Takiff Center 
(http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-
Center): Accessible building; programs that take place on 
the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on 
the second level to classrooms. 
 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-
step stairway inside building for torah study (ramp 
available); elevator available (with help for the door) to 
second floor for movie night 
 
Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch 
house with no steps. 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch 
House with no steps. 
 
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): 
Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Star Household (L-star@northwestern.edu): One step up 
into the home. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 

floor of accessible building 
 
Office of Phil Zisook (zisook@dlec.com): 17

th
 floor of 

accessible building 
 
A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible 
building with street parking 

 

Congregation Meeting 
 
The next congregation meeting will take place on Friday, 
February 20 at 6:15 p.m. at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). All Hakafa 
members are encouraged to attend the meeting and to 
stay for Shabbat Services immediately thereafter. Please 
contact our President, Jeff Rosenberg 
(president@hakafa.org or 847-853-0121), with questions. 

 

Thank you to… 
 
The 3

rd
 and 4

th
 grade families for helping with the 

Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder. 

 
 
 

mailto:AnnaWeinstein@juf.org
mailto:Heather%20Harris
mailto:hdinitz@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
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There are Two Ways to Find Hakafa on Facebook 
 
1) Like Hakafa’s Page: Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. 
The Facebook page allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the 
congregation, to give you announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit 
with pictures of some of the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 
2) Join Hakafa’s Group: Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/ and ask to join. This link allows 
Hakafa members the ability to communicate with each other. If you have an issue you want to discuss, an article or 
reflection you want to share, a meeting you want to announce, an event or organization about which you want us to 
know, and the like, the group is the place to post it. 

 

Member News (continued) 
 

Movie Group 
 
The film group will take you out to the 
ballgame when we screen Jews and 
Baseball:  An American Love Story on 
Saturday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m. at our 
offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  Pulitzer Prize-winner Ira Berkow 
wrote, and Dustin Hoffman narrates this 
decade-spanning documentary that 
celebrates the connections to and 
contributions of Jewish Americans to the 
most American sport of them all: baseball.   

Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our office. 
We’ll be ordering pizza from Little Red 
Hen, so please contact Mike Solomon 
(mcsolomon@comcast.net or 847-835-

2040) by noon on the 21st to R.S.V.P. for 

dinner ($5 per person). Or, come directly to 
our office for the movie. Feel free to bring 
friends, family, beverages, and a nosh.   

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  
Our February sessions of Mishneh Torah 
(Jewish law) class will be held on 
Tuesdays, February 3 and 17 at 10:00 
a.m. at the home of Allison Blakley 
Davis and Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon 
Hill Drive, Northbrook).   
 
Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn 
more about what halacha has to say on 
almost every aspect of life.   

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on Thursday, 
February 5 at the office of Phil Zisook (225 W. Washington Street, 
Suite 1700, Chicago).  Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  New participants 
are always welcome.  

 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice your Hebrew with 
other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, please join us on Tuesday, 
February 10 at noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan 
Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and 

conversation – all in Hebrew! 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on Thursday, 
February 19 at 9:00 a.m. at the Home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  Join us for a lively conversation with Rabbi 
Elder!  New participants are always welcome.    

 

Adult Education 
 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love for you to 

join us on either Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday mornings: 
 
Wednesday Afternoons: 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
PLEASE NOTE OUR WINTER LOCATION: Our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Tuesday Evenings: 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
Our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) 

 
Note: There will be no class on February 24. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
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Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities: Takiff Center at 10:35 a.m. 
 
In February, we are featuring two talented visual artists whose work reflects the Jewish experience and heritage. 
 

February 1: 
 
Study – Gabriella Boros’ colorful paintings and intricate prints present Jewish and personal narratives like you've 
never seen them-- delightfully edgy and charged with color and emotion.  Her most recent exhibit was a solo show of 
woodcut prints and paintings at the Old Town Triangle Gallery in Chicago.  As she states on her website:  "My work is 
informed by the fact that I am a woman, an Israeli by birth, the daughter of Shoah (Holocaust) survivors and a Jew. I 
make religious, cultural and geographical references in my art to these themes." 

 
Culture – Yoga with Sharyn Galindo: Bring your own yoga mat and meet Sharyn in the Takiff Center Community Hall 
for our next yoga session! 

 
February 8: 
 
Scholar-in-Residence:  Our Scholar-in-Residence, Rabbi Levi Lauer, will teach the Sunday Morning Adult Study class. 
His topic will be “ATZUM: Venture Social Justice Activism and Human Trafficking in Israel.” See details on the 
insert after page 2. 

 
February 22: 
 
Study – Ellen Holtzblatt creates exquisitely rendered, sensitive oil paintings which depict psychological narratives 
about family and heritage.  Her most recent solo exhibition was at Glimer Gallery in Chicago, which represents her 
work.  The exhibit included her woodcuts, which spring from Biblical narratives and often include Hebrew text.  As she 
explains on her website, her work deals with desire and passion (both personal and spiritual) and elegaic explorations 
of memory. 

 
Culture – Poetry/Writing with Stacey Robinson:  The Commandments of Remembrance 
Some dance to remember; some dance to forget - and sometimes, we do a little jitterbug between the two. The Torah 
contains six commandments of remembrance. Indeed, remembrance of things past seems to be a part of who we are 
as a people. In this class, we'll take a look at those commandments and how they play out in our lives today. In the end, 
we will have an opportunity to write about the power of remembering. 

 
Discussion – Insights into the Elections in Israel 
Please join us as we Skype in Raviv Schwartz from Israel to discuss the Knesset elections that will be taking place on 
March 17.  Mr. Schwartz teaches a program in Nonprofit Management and Leadership, both for international and for 
Israeli MA students, at Hebrew University. He also teaches English at the Masachim High School outside Tel Aviv. Mr. 
Schwartz is well-versed in Israeli politics and will give us his perspective on the elections and their implications for 
Israeli society moving forward. 
 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Sunday Morning Coffee, Snacks, and Conversation for Adults – Volunteers Needed  

 
Congregation members take turns each Sunday providing coffee and breakfast snacks for the adults in between the 
morning service and adult education sessions. Please join us for some good drinks, food, and conversation!  
Volunteers are needed to sign up for a date to provide the drinks/food (Hakafa will reimburse you.).  
 
 If you can help out, contact Jennifer Hirsch (jhirsch683@gmail.com or 847-581-9062). 

 

http://www.gabriellaboros.com/gabriellaboros.com/Home_page.html
http://ellenholtzblatt.com/
mailto:jhirsch683@gmail.com
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

We begin this month with our Pre-K through 2nd 

grades and their parents celebrating Tu B'Shvat with 

a special seder on February 1st.  We are encouraging 

you to invite any families that you might know that 

have similar age children to participate in this event 

as our guests. 

 

Also on February 1st, our 7th grade class will be visiting 

The Ark as part of their Mitzvah Curriculum. They will 

be learning about the organization and also helping 

stock their food pantry.  And, as part of their 

“Photography through a Jewish Lens” Chug, the 6th 

grade class will be going to visit Lakeside 

Congregation in Highland Park on February 1st to 

take pictures of their sanctuary and other ritual 

objects around the synagogue.  We are grateful to 

Lakeside for hosting us throughout this school year. 

   

On February 22nd, our 5th grade class and their 

parents, as part of their lifecycle curriculum, will be 

visiting a Mikvah in Highland Park.  This will help the 

students understand this Jewish ritual in the context 

of preparing for marriage and their mock wedding!   

 

All of these experiences are examples of how we are 

sending our students out into the greater Jewish 

community for wonderful learning opportunities! 

 

Please note that there is no Religious School on 

February 15th because of Presidents’ Day weekend, 

but there is Religious School on February 22nd even 

though it is the last Sunday of the month! 

 

On the Hebrew School front:  We are meeting every 

Tuesday in February!  Our Dalet (6th grade) class will 

be leading services this month.  All are welcome to 

join us at our service from 5:10 to 5:30 p.m. every 

Tuesday.  

  

Enjoy this busy month - one month closer to spring! 

 

     L’shalom,  

    Bibi 

 

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshops 
 

Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat Service” 
b’nai mitzvah workshop series will continue on 

Sunday, February 8 at the Takiff Center (999 
Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  Families with 

morning services will meet from 1:45 to 3:00 p.m., 

and families with evening services will meet from 

3:00 to 4:45 p.m.  At that time, Rabbi Elder will 
break down the Amidah and the Torah Service, 
explaining their themes and language.  He will 

again provide an opportunity for families to look 
through various books and publications in order to 
continue thinking about how to personalize the 
service.  This series is designed for families of 

students whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be 
taking place in the year after May 2015.  By the 
end of the series, each family will have the tools 

to complete the Shabbat service for their 
upcoming celebration. The workshop series is 
geared toward students and their parents.  All 
b’nai mitzvah candidates and families are 

welcome to attend, even if you missed the first 
two.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Join our BBYO Youth Group for Laser Tag! 
 

All 8th – 12th Graders are invited to join Hakafa's BBYO 

youth group chapter for LASER TAG at Laser Quest  

(644 E. Rand Road, Arlington Heights) on Sunday 

afternoon, February 8 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  Bring $15 

for laser tag, snacks, drinks, and pizza dinner!  We 

hope you can come (feel free to bring a friend) - it 

will be a blast!  Please email David Pollak ASAP 

(davidp2020@gmail.com) to sign up. 

 
 

 

 
� 
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Your Vote in the World Zionist Congress (WZC) Elections Will Impact the Future Of the Reform 

Movement In Israel and Around The Globe. 
 
Eleven Jewish organizations are vying to represent the United States at the WZC meeting in Jerusalem in October 
2015.  The percentage of votes that each organization receives will determine the percentage of seats it has in the 
American delegation. You are voting for one of these organizations. Your vote, without question counts. The WZC is 
made up of 500 delegates - 145 from the U.S., 190 from Israel, and 165 from around the world.  
  
The result of this year’s election will determine the amount of funding the Reform movement will receive from the World 
Zionist Organization (WZO) over the next five years.  In the last election, based on its winning 39% of the delegation’s 
seats, the Reform movement and its affiliated organizations received $4 million per year to fund its activities.  The goal 
for the 2015 election is to increase that percentage to at least 50%. The Reform family of organizations include: the 
URJ (Union of Reform Judaism), CCAR (the organization of the Reformed Rabbinate), HUC (Hebrew Union College), 
IRAC (Israel Religious Action Center, Anat Hoffman’s organization). However, this election is about more than dollars.  
If the percentage of our vote does not mirror our numbers, the perception to Israel’s leaders is that the Reform 
movement in America does not care about the Reform movement in Israel.  Reform Judaism is the largest 
denominational movement in the U.S. comprising over 50% of American Jews.  An outsized vote will show the Israeli 
people that we unconditionally support religious equality and gender equality in Israel, that we believe in a peaceful 
solution to the Palestinian issue (two states, one path to peace).  
  

Dates: You can vote on‐line, between January 15th and April 30th 2015. 
 

Where do I vote: https://www.reformjews4israel.org/vote/  Click the red VOTE NOW  box on the bottom of the screen 

or in the tool bar. ARZA is the organization that represents the Reform movement delegation. 
 
Qualifications to vote: Anyone who is Jewish, over 18 by June 30, 2015, and a citizen of the U.S. is eligible. 
 
Cost: $5 if you are 30 or under, $10 for everyone else. Fees cover the cost of the election, & are not paid to ARZA. 

 
 

Social Action 
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 

Feeding People who are Hungry and 

Working to Reduce Hunger! 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and 
serving food at A Just Harvest on the 
second Sunday of every month.  The 
kitchen is located on the far north side of 
Chicago, and each month four families 
from Hakafa share this meaningful 
experience.  The volunteer roster still 
has many openings.  Even if you won’t 
be available to serve at the kitchen, you 
can participate by purchasing food or 
simply by contributing financially, a critical 
need.   
 
If you would like to help, please contact 
Joan Fishman (847-853-1766 or 
j.fishman@sbcglobal.net) or Judy Rose-
Epstein (847-501-2856 or 
missyepstein@att.net).  
 

 
CONGREGATION HAKAFA has a growing KIVA lending team 

and our mission statement is simply, "We loan because our 

encirclement includes our collective responsibility to empower 

others around the world." 
 
Hakafa began making Kiva micro-loans using gifts from the 
confirmation classes of 2007 and 2008.  Starting last year, all religious 
school classes became members of the Hakafa Kiva Team and 
students now work together to select loan recipients several times. 
Team Hakafa has already made 318 loans in 49 countries.  
 
All congregants are invited to join our team. Once repaid, funds can be 
loaned again and again, so the cycle of opportunity to help lift others 
out of poverty is never-ending.  
 
To join the team, go to: http://www.kiva.org/team/congregation_hakafa 

Contact Beth Gordon (bbgordon1@gmail.com) for more information. 

 
 

 

https://www.reformjews4israel.org/vote/
mailto:j.fishman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
http://www.kiva.org/team/congregation_hakafa
mailto:bbgordon1@gmail.com
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Social Action (continued) 
 

Hakafa Environmental Action Committee 
 

A leaky faucet. One drop after another. The unending, rhythmically shifting drip finally moved me from unnerved 
annoyance to wonder.  How did each drop get there? The water coming out of my faucet has a dynamic history that 
dates back 20,000 years. As the earth’s climate warmed, the last continental ice sheet retreated to form what we call 
the Great Lakes.  The glacier gauged out the earth’s surface to create the lake basins that were then filled with the 
melted water. Approximately 3500-4000 years ago, the Great Lakes attained their modern levels and area.  Together, 
Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie and Ontario comprise the largest surface freshwater system on the earth.  (Only 
the polar ice caps contain more fresh water). They hold nearly 18-20% of the world’s supply of fresh water, enough to 
flood the entire continental United States to a depth of nearly 3 meters.  

The climate, soils, and topography in the Great Lakes region vary due to the large size of the watershed that covers 
more than 777,000 km2.  The EPA describes a watershed as “the area of land where all the water that is under it or 
drains off of it goes into the same place.” Within the continental US there are 2110 watersheds that cross county, state, 
and national boundaries. From John Wesley Powell, a scientist geographer, another way of considering the watershed: 
“that area of land, a bounded hydrologic system, within which all living things are inextricably linked by their common 
water course and where, as humans settled, simple logic demanded that they become part of a community.”  

Lake Michigan and Lake Huron are joined together by the Straits of Mackinac and, as such, can actually be considered 
one lake. How? First, they are all at the same elevation.  Second, because of its 3.5 to 5 mile width, the Mackinac Strait 
can be seen as an area of narrowing, rather than an entity that separates 2 distinct basins.  In addition, because the 
flow between the 2 lakes can reverse, the large connecting channel helps equalize the two basins whenever a water 
imbalance occurs. So, hydrologically, they are considered one lake, and, as such, form the largest fresh water lake in 
the world. 

On its own, Lake Michigan, which is the only lake entirely within the United States, is the 2
nd

 largest of the Great Lakes 
by volume and the 3

rd
 largest by surface area.  Also based on surface area, it is the 5

th
 largest lake in the world.  The 

word Michigan has been cited as Ojibwa, Algonquin as well as Chippewa in origin, but all mean large water. The 
watershed is approximately twice as large as it’s 22,300 square mile water surface area and includes portions of 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin.  Lake Michigan has an average depth of 279 feet and maximum depth of 925 
feet and serves a population of 10,057,026. 
  
Next, a look at how this enormous resource is brought to my home. 
 

-Linda Gordon 
 

 

Reaching Out 
 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource guide of 
members’ services and skills in order to support one another.  
 
Career Counseling: As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are 
currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems: Hakafa is in partnership with the following 
community agencies: 
 
Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen (847-568-5154 or www.jvschicago.org)  

 
Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy (847-295-5626 or www.careerresourcecenter.org) 

 
parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers with qualified 
candidates for their job openings. 
 
Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-4050 or HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 

 

http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               February 2015 – Shvat / Adar 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:45 -11:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Class  
(Evanston Quaker Meeting) 
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Gabriella Boros 
      Yoga for Adults 
 

12:15 p.m. 
Meeting about Communal 
B’nai Mitzvah (TC) 

2 3  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)   
 

Erev Tu B’Shvat 

4            Tu B’Shvat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

5 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Phil Zisook) 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service: 
Scholar-in-Residence Speaks  
(Highland Park Community House) 
NOTE LOCATION! 

7  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence Program  
(Home of Carol Anne Been and 
Dan Freedman) 

8  
 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (Sikh Religious 
Society of Chicago) 
 

10:35 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence (TC) 
 

1:45 p.m. OR 3:00 p.m. 
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)   
 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
BBYO Youth Group Laser Tag Event 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

11            

 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

12  
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

14 
 

 
 
 

 

15    Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 

16     Presidents’ Day 
 

17    
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)   

18      
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

19  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

20  
 
6:15 p.m. 
Congregation Meeting (WCH) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service - Guest Speaker:  
Doris Schyman (WCH) 
 
8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

21         
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
 

 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Mackenzie Furlett (PM) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

22         
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Ellen Holtzblatt 
      Discussion – Insights into the  
                           Elections in Israel 
      Jewish Poetry/Writing with  
              Stacey Robinson 
 

3:15-6:15 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
(Meet at Edens Plaza in Wilmette) 

23     24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
  

25  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

26  27  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Shabbat in the Home 

28  

 
 
9:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
(Meet at Edens Plaza in Wilmette) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               March 2015 – Adar / Nisan 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Marcia Gealy 
      Discussion – Food Justice 
      Jewish Cooking 

2 3 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

4  
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

Erev Purim 

 
7:00 p.m.  
Purim Megilla Reading (WCH) 

5                  Purim           
 

6  
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Singing Shabbat 
Guest Speaker:  Ryan Lugalia-Hollon 
(WCH) 
 

8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

7  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Ruth Wecker (AM) 

8  
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Jane Shapiro 
      Discussion – Reform Judaism 
                           Today and Tomorrow 
      Yoga for Adults 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 

9 
 

10     
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

12    

 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

13     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
5th & 6th Grade Students help lead 
Family Shabbat Service and celebrate 
with a special ice cream sundae oneg 
(WCH) 

14 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
3:00 p.m. OR 4:15 p.m. 
Third B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Kumzits (Home of Rachel Schulman)  

15     Newsletter Articles Due 
        
9:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Class 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Jane Shapiro 
      Discussion – Death and End-of- 
                           Life Decisions 
      Talit/Tzitzit Making with 
          Judith Joseph 

16 
 

17  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

19 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

21   Tenth Grade Retreat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

22   Maot Chitim Packing Day 

 
Tenth Grade Retreat 

 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Jane Shapiro 
      Discussion – Worker Justice 
      Jewish Music with Sara Goodman 

23  
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

25  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

26  

 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

28 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Leanne Star) 

   

29      Maot Chitim Delivery Day 
 
 

30 31  

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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