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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

I never said I didn’t believe in God… 
 

 

… but what if I had? 

 Many of you were taken aback during Yom Kippur when, in my Kol Nidre sermon, I 

commented that I do not subscribe to a “Daddy in the sky” concept of God. I would like to try to 

clarify what I meant. 

 It was on Yom Kippur in 2007 that I spoke about God from the bima for the first time. I had 

resisted doing so beforehand, not wanting to sound like televangelists, and so many other clergy, 

who profess they know God and feel the need to tell us what to believe.  There is hubris in 

conveying such a “truth;” I never want to play that game.   

 I don’t know what God is or isn’t, and I would never presume to tell you otherwise or insist 

that I am right. Like many of you, I struggle with, and am constantly evolving, my belief in what the 

Divine might or might not be. 

 Where am I right now? 

 To me, the word “God” represents, not a finite Being that is a mere reflection of each of us, 

but the wonder in the possibility of the Infinite that is beyond Being. It expresses, not the black-

and-white assuredness of the comfortable and the recognized, but the gray ambiguity of the 

unsettling and the unknown. “God” conveys, not the reliance on reward from a detached One 

above, but the real fear, appreciation, trepidation, and love – the awe - attached to the 

ungraspable vastness and randomness of both the “beyond Me” and the “within Me.” And, it 

symbolizes the perpetual vacillation between competing realizations; namely, that we humans are 

each so minute, so insignificant, and so nothing and, yet, so large, so significant, and so 

everything. 

 To me, “God” is the space between the words, ideas, and emotions used to express the 

Divine and not the Being that is molded by those devices. It is the realization that, by their very 

nature, those devices limit, and thereby diminish, the very Being for which they are employed to 

represent. They quantify the unquantifiable, giving the illusion of control over the chaos of the 

Beyond Us, limiting Divinity to be no greater than what any of us can imagine: A god created in our 

image, and not the other way around. 

 And, to me, God’s Ineffable Name is mentioned with every breath we take, the awareness 

of which is the most beautiful, simple, intimate prayer we can offer. 

 These are my thoughts right now, ever changing and transforming as they are. They are not 

an indictment of those of you – all of you – who believe differently. They are merely part of the 

conversation that animates our encirclement. Because, the real question is not so much what I 

believe, but rather: 

 What do you believe? 

 I’d love to know.   

 

 
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Friday Night Services    

 
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the 
following evenings: 
 
February 3  Shabbat  Shirah 
7:00 p.m.  Parshat B’shalach 

Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16
 Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31 

 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Students Lead Service 
 
February 10  Shabbat  Yitro 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 18:1-20:23
   Haftarah: Isaiah  6:1-7:6 

Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 
February 17  Shabbat Shekalim 
8:00 p.m.  Parshat Mishpatim 

Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1-24:18
 Haftarah: 2 Kings 12:5-16 

  
February 24  Shabbat T’rumah 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19
   Haftarah: Isaiah:66:1-13 
 Guest Speaker: Candida Pugh 

   
           

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us on February 11 and 25 at 
8:30 a.m. at the home of Leanne Star 
(1109 Lake Avenue, Wilmette) for our 
February Shabbat morning minyanim.  This 
hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat.  People of all ages are encouraged 
and welcome to join us.   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with 
any questions.  
 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Candida Pugh to Speak at  

Shabbat Services 
 
Candida Pugh is a white woman who, as a 
teen, ventured to join the freedom riders for 
civil rights in 1961 Mississippi. She wrote 
about her experiences in the book, Bride of a 
Single Hair.  
 
Join us at Shabbat services on February 24 
as we welcome Candida to Hakafa and have 
the privilege of hearing her story. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

February Family Shabbat Service 
 

Our next Family Service will take place on Friday, 
February 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  The third and 
fourth grade students in our Religious School will help 
lead the service, and their families will host the oneg. As 
always, people of all ages are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org 
or 847-266-8854) with any questions. 

 

Family Potluck Dinner  
 

Families with children up through 6th grade 
(and older siblings too) are invited to join us 
on Friday, February 3 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).  
 
The dinner will be immediately followed by 
the Family Shabbat service that our 3rd and 
4th grade students will be helping to lead. 
There are opportunities to volunteer to help 
with organizing the meal, setting up and 
cleaning up the dinner, as well as planning 
activities for the kids.  
 
R.S.V.P. by February as soon as possible to: 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C084BABA72
DA20-february1 

 
 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 

On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like 
to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not 
have the opportunity to do so.  Please contact Sylvia 
Dresser (sylviadresser@gmail.com or 847-945-6095) if 
you would like to host a fellow congregant for a holiday 
meal, or if you need or want a place to go for the 
holidays. 
  

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-february1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-february1
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Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 

throughout the winter and spring. 
 

Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to 
help support Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate 
a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other 
special occasion with the congregation.  Many people 
have traditionally honored the memory of a loved one 
on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.   
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please contact Lynn 
Sanders (lynn@parkaveproductions.com or 847-501-
2768) to reserve a date. 
 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to 

reach out to one another. 

 
If you know of anyone in our congregation 
who is in crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) or Jill 
Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-
0864) to volunteer. 
 

 

Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Condolences to… 
 
Norm Berger and family on the loss of his brother, Phil 
Berger.  
 
Don Pollak and family on the loss of his aunt, Rose 
Pollak. 
 
Phyllis Warren and family on the loss of her husband, 
Jerome Warren. 

 
 

 
 

 

Shabbat Services and  

Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 
The Jewish New Year of Trees, Tu B’Shevat 
(pronounced Too Bish-VAHT), falls on 
Wednesday, February 8 this year. According 
to the Talmud, the fifteenth of the Hebrew 
month of Shevat (Tu in Hebrew means 
“fifteen”) is the day designated as the end of 
the period in which most of Israel’s yearly rain 
has fallen. It also marks the time when trees 
have used up water from the previous year’s 
rainfall and have begun absorbing the water of 
the New Year. On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring 
the cycle of our trees, we sanctify the power of 
nature, our most precious resource. We do so 
through a Tu B’Shevat Seder.   
 
Our congregational seder will take place 
on Friday, February 10 at 8:45 p.m. 
immediately following services. We will sit 
down for a short, special celebration in which 
we will taste of various fruits and sip from four 
different kinds of wine/juice. Help us usher in 
nature’s New Year! 

 
Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with any 
questions. 

 

Calling All People who Love to Sing, but Can’t! 
 
Do you love to sing? Do people run far away when you 
do? Do you sing harmony in your own, unique key to a 
melody that only you can hear? If so, WE NEED YOU!  
 
Join us for our new Purim choir – a chorus of voices of 
people who are absolutely tone deaf and are not 
ashamed to admit or express it. We will be performing 
at Hakafa’s Purim celebration on Wednesday 
evening, March 7. Contact Sara Goodman 
(music@hakafa.org or 847-274-7166) if you are 
interested in being part of this new, melodious affair. 

 

Member News 
 

mailto:lynn@parkaveproductions.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:music@hakafa.org
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Thank you to… 
 
Debbie Fogel for seamlessly coordinating 
another successful “Shabbat in the Home.” 
 
All of the “Shabbat in the Home” hosts for a 
wonderful evening of dinner and 
conversation. 
 

 
 

 

Mazal Tov to the following Bat Mitzvah 
 

Francesca Block – February 11 

 
 

 

Limmud Chicago  

 
Limmud Chicago will host a one day 
conference on February 19 at the University 
of Illinois in Chicago.  Among the 80+ 
sessions will be discussion groups, 
workshops, films, exhibits and performances 
covering a wide variety of Jewish topics. 
Sessions are designed to create engaging 
opportunities for participants to explore their 
connection to a rich heritage of Jewish ideas, 
traditions, culture and people. As a member of 
Congregation Hakafa you are eligible for a 5% 
discount off the ticket price. Please visit the 
web site: www.limmudchicago.org for more 
information. 
 

North Shore Kallah 
Location: Temple Jeremiah, 937 Happ Road,  

February 7, 14 and 21 
 

For 10 years, the North Shore Chavurah of Rabbis has 
gathered together to create an opportunity to learn as a 
community. For the second year in a row, we are 
pleased to welcome the partnership of Spertus College 
in the program. Rabbis from the North Shore 
Community will be teaching mini-courses of three 
weeks during the first hour. In the second hour, faculty 
from Spertus will engage the whole community. First 
hour classes run from 7:00-8:00 p.m. and second hour 
lectures run from 8:15-9:15 p.m. All are welcome to 
participate. You can sign up for one hour or both. 
Contact Phyllis Burg (Phyllis@templejeremiah.org or 
847-441-5760 x110) for more information. 
 

 

Congregation Meeting 
 
The next congregation meeting will take place on 
Sunday, February 12 at 10:30 a.m. at the Takiff Center 
(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). All Hakafa members are 
invited.  Please contact our President, Don Pollak 
(drp@ntrs.com or 847-256-7445), with questions. 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Hakafa and the URJ: Next Steps 

Many people were involved in the 
discussions this past fall about our 
relationship with the URJ (Union for Reform 
Judaism).  We would like to call a meeting 
of people interested in evolving that 
relationship to meet our community needs 
and to give us the opportunity to have the 
greatest impact on the Reform Movement. 
 
We will hold the discussion on Sunday, 
February 12 at 10:30 a.m. during the latter 
part of the congregation meeting at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe).  Please contact Alex Stern 
(avstern@gmail.com) for more information. 

 

Nominating Committee 

This year's nominating committee meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Janice 
Halpern (1120 Lake Avenue Wilmette). The committee 
will propose a slate of officers for the 2012-13 fiscal year.  
Anyone who wishes to attend must notify Janice in writing 
prior to the meeting.  

Please contact Janice (847-256-5340 or 
halpernjh@gmail.com) with questions and in writing (by 
email or USPS) to let her know that you plan to attend. 

 

Community Events 
 

http://www.limmudchicago.org/
mailto:Phyllis@templejeremiah.org
mailto:avstern@gmail.com
mailto:halpernjh@gmail.com
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Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Our next session of “Lunch andLearn in the 
Loop” will take place on Thursday, February 
2 at noon at the office of Myrna Ordower 
(20 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 960).  Join us for 
lively conversation!  New participants are 
always welcome.   
 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
Our next session of “Nosh & Know on the 
North Shore” will take place on Thursday, 
February 16 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of 
Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, 
Glencoe).  Join us for lively conversation!  
New participants are always welcome.   

Adult Education  
 

Mishneh Torah Class 

 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  
Our February sessions of Mishneh Torah 
(Jewish law) class will be held on Tuesdays, 
February 7 and 21 at 10:00 a.m. at our 
offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  
Come join us to learn more about what 
halacha has to say on almost every aspect of 
life.  
  

 
 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah study with Rabbi Elder continues 
every Sunday that Religious School is in session from 
12:15 to 1:45 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe).  Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-
8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 
 

 

Adult Study 
 
Adult Study takes place on Sunday mornings during 
Religious School from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  Please join us 
as Rabbi Elder continues a series of discussions entitled 
"Hierarchy in Judaism."  
  
Discussions on February 5 and 26 will center around 
hierarchy in Judaism today.  Topics may include: 

 the role of women in Judaism; 
 power dynamics and the modern 

movements of Judaism; 
 who speaks for the Jews:  Israel or the 

Diaspora? 
 the synagogue or the Federation?  The 

heart of American Jewish life. 
  
Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-
8854) with any questions. 

 

Adult Beginning Conversational Hebrew Class 
 
Interested in learning to speak Hebrew? Hakafa is 
exploring the possibility of offering a beginning 
conversational Hebrew class for adults.  Contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) if you are 
interested.  
 

 
 
 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 

If you are interested in learning Torah, we 
would love for you to join us on Wednesdays 
at the home of Sandy Gelber (1527 
Washington Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 
2:30 p.m.   
 
Torah study is being offered as well on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at 
our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).   
 

Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854) with questions. 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join us on Tuesday, 
February 21, at noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of 
lunch and conversation – all in Hebrew! 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Family Torah Study 
  

Are you interested in learning Torah with your 
kids?  If so, please join Rabbi Elder on Saturday, 
February 25 at 10:30 a.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) for an hour-long, 
interactive look at the Torah portion of the week.   
 
We will leave from this session with a better 
understanding of the week’s portion, materials to 
continue the conversation at home, and questions 
that you can discuss on your own for the portions 
in the weeks to come.  This learning opportunity 
will be geared toward families with middle school 
students, though anyone may attend.   
 
For more information, contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854). 
 
 
 

 
 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Movie Group 
  

The film group will screen Rashevski’s Tango  on 
Saturday, February 18 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices 
at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). This film is about an 
extended Belgian Jewish family that comes to 
terms with love, sex, conversion, intermarriage, 
religious observance, and the nature of Jewish 
identity.  This film is funny, ironic, and delightful. 
 
We will meet for a light dinner together at 5:45 p.m. 
at Vernon’s (Vernon Avenue, Glencoe).  Join us 
there or come directly to the church for the movie.  
Everyone is invited!  Feel free to bring friends, 
family, and a nosh.  
 
Please contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040) 
with questions. 
 
 

 
 

Calling All High School Juniors and Seniors 

 
Looking for a place to study or hang out with your Hakafa friends?  Rabbi Elder will be at the Glencoe Roast 
in downtown Glencoe on Wednesday, February 29 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.  Bring your homework, a book, 
a game, or nothing at all.  Drinks and snacks are on him!   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions. 

 

Teens give a helping hand to The Night Ministry 

 
The Night Ministry is an organization that helps teens that 
are homeless in Chicago.  They provide mobile health 
services to those individuals without access to health care. 
Our teens will be making sack lunches and serving meals 
on March 10 in Wicker Park. We will meet at 7:30 p.m. to 
make the meals and then go to Wicker Park to serve at 
10:30 p.m. 

We need Hakafa high school students to join us!  We also 
need parents to volunteer their homes for cooking and to 
help drive the teens. Please contact Beth McCullough 
(Mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com or 847-419-1901) with 
questions and to help. 

 

High School Youth Group Goes 

Trampolining 
 

All Hakafa High School Students are 
invited to join Hakafa's High School Youth 
Group for an afternoon of trampoline fun at 
Xtreme Trampolines (950 Busch 
Parkway, Buffalo Grove) on Sunday, 
February 12 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  The 
cost is $15/person for trampoline jumping, 
snacks, pizza, drinks, and dessert.   
 
Please R.S.V.P.  by February 5 to Bibi 
Patt (education@hakafa.org or 847-955-

9980).  We hope you’ll join us! 

Hakafa Teen Corner 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:Mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com
mailto:education@hakafa.org
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Chevra Kadisha 
 

The following was written by one of our 
members after his first experience 
participating in a tahara.  
 
I recently had the opportunity to serve as a member of 
Hakafa’s chevra kadisha and to participate in a tahara. I 
had many thoughts as I walked down the steps to the 
room where the ritual was to take place. Would I truly 
be useful? Would I know what to do? How would I react 
to being in the presence of the deceased? Finally, I 
wondered if I really bought into the ritual itself. 
 
Something happens when you enter into the room. 
Something deeply moving. It’s not something easily 
expressed in words and no doubt mine will be a bit 
diffuse. The experience was intimate and soulful.  And, 
ironically, a ritual centered around death proved to be 
much more about life. While this may sound trite, for an 
hour or so I felt that I was in a sacred space. One where 
all the members were of one mind, or so it seemed. All 
wanting to convey to the family that their loved one was 
treated with dignity and care. All wanting to insure that 
the deceased was in no way hurt but instead comforted. 
At times he was even addressed by his first name. And 
each of us, no doubt, was in a space where, the world 
slowed down just a bit for us to be undeniably aware of 
our own mortality. 

 

The annual meeting of local Chevrei Kadisha 
will be on Sunday, February 26 from 3:00 to 
5:00 p.m. at the Jewish Reconstructionist 

Congregation on Dodge in Evanston. 

Israel 

Hakafa Emergency Fund – If you are in need of financial assistance or a small loan to pay a bill or help with basic 
necessities, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we can help, and know that 
this will remain completely confidential. 
 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource guide of 
members’ services and skills in order to support one another. Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-4050 or 
HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 
 
Career Counseling – As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are 
currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems – Hakafa is in partnership with the following 

community agencies: 

 Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen at 847-568-5154 or www.jvschicago.org)  

 Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy at 847-295-5626 or www.careerresourcecenter.org) 

 parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers with 
qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 

Reaching Out 
 

A Just Harvest: Feeding People who are 

Hungry and Working to Reduce Hunger 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just 
Harvest on the second Sunday of every month. The kitchen is 
located on the far north side of Chicago and, each month, four 
families from Hakafa share this meaningful experience. This 
year’s volunteer roster has many openings. Even if you won’t 
be available to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by 
purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, a critical 
need. If you would like to help, please contact Leanne Star (L-
star@northwestern.edu). 

Israel Committee 
 

The Israel Committee will meet on Sunday, February 5 
immediately after Adult Study at 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  The 
committee’s purpose is to develop activities and 
programming that will provide our congregation with a 
better understanding of and connection to Israel, the 
land, and its people. All members are invited to join us to 
help plan our celebration activities for Yom HaAtzmaut, 
Israel’s Independence Day.  Please contact Bob Rifkin 
(bob@rifkinltd.com) for further information. 

 

Social Action 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
mailto:bob@rifkinltd.com
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

          This month, on Friday night February 3, the 

3rd and 4th grades will be leading Shabbat 

services followed by a special oneg.  They have 

been preparing for their Shabbat during Religious 

School as well as Hebrew School.  Please join us at 

7:00 p.m. for this special service. 
 

   On Sunday, February 5, our Kindergarten- 6th 

grade classes will be participating in Tu B’Shevat 

Seders celebrating the birthday of the trees and 

sampling various fruits and juices that represent 

the seasons. 
 

    Later this month, our 6th grade class will be 

visiting the Illinois Holocaust Museum as part of 

their Jewish History curriculum. 
 

     In Hebrew School we have kicked off the 

second half of this year by having the 7th grade 

lead services this past month.  This month, our 

sixth graders will have the opportunity to lead.  

Parents are always welcome to worship with us on 

any Tuesday from 5:10-5:30 p.m.  In addition, our 

7th grade has begun training to become assistant 

tutors for our 3rd-5th grade classes.  They have 

been developing games to be used as learning tools 

and discussing tutoring techniques.  We are 

excited for them to begin assisting in the 

classrooms in the next couple of weeks under the 

supervision of their teacher, Ros Wolfe. 
 

      As usual we have so many wonderful things 

happening at Hakafa.  Have a wonderful February! 
  

    L’shalom,  

    BibiBibiBibiBibi    

 

 

 

 Tu B’Shevat  

at Religious School! 
 

Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish New Year of the Trees, 

is coming this month!  In celebration of Tu 

B’Shevat, we will have Religious School Tu 

B’Shevat Seders on Sunday, February 5 for our 

Kindergarten through Sixth Grade students.  

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat 

Service” b’nai mitzvah workshop series will 

continue on Sunday, February 12 at the Takiff 

Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  Families 

with morning services will meet from 3:30 to 

4:45 p.m., and families with evening services 

will meet from 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. .  At that 

time, Rabbi Elder will break down the Amidah and 
the Torah Service, explaining their themes and 

language.  He will again provide an opportunity for 

families to look through various books and 

publications in order to continue thinking about 

how to personalize the service.  This series is 

designed for families of students whose b’nai 

mitzvah celebrations will be taking place in the 

year after May 2012.  By the end of the series, 

each family will have the tools to complete the 

Shabbat service for their upcoming celebration. 

The workshop series is geared toward students 

and their parents.  All b’nai mitzvah candidates 

and families are welcome to attend, even if you 

missed the first two.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org). 
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Special Religious School 

Schedule in February 
 

Please note that our schedule for the month of 

February is different than most months.  Because 

many of the school districts that feed into our 

congregation do not have school from Friday, 

February 17 through Monday, February 20, we will 

follow this schedule: 
 

THERE WILL NOT BE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ON 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19. 

(THE THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH) 
 

THERE WILL BE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ON 

THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, 

FEBRUARY 26! 
 

THERE WILL BE HEBREW SCHOOL ON 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21. 
 

 

 

 

6th Grade Field Trip to the 
 

As part of the sixth grade Jewish History 

curriculum, our sixth grade students will be 

visiting the Illinois Holocaust Museum and 

Education Center on the afternoon of Sunday, 

February 26, immediately following Religious 

School.  The student-only program, specifically 

tailored to this age group, will include a docent-led 

tour of the museum, time to share conversation as 

a group, and the opportunity to hear from a 

Holocaust survivor.  This is a very important 

educational experience that we believe will 

enhance the students’ understanding of this time 

in Jewish history, honor the memories of those 

who were lost, and teach universal lessons that 

combat hatred, prejudice, & indifference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Level  Shabbat 

Services and Onegs 
 

Students in our 3rd through 6th grade classes will 

be helping to lead Family Shabbat Services on 

the following evenings at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 

Winnetka): 

 

Friday, February 3 – 3rd & 4th Grade Service 

Friday, March 2 – 5th & 6th Grade Service 

 

Both services will be followed by special onegs.  

All Hakafa members are cordially invited to 

welcome Shabbat together at our Family Shabbat 

Services. 

 

 

 

February Dates to Note. . . 
 

February 3 – 3rd/4th Grade Family Shabbat   

  Service and Oneg, 7:00 p.m. (WCH)  

February 12 – B’nai Mitzvah Workshops,  

            3:30-6:00 p.m. (TC) 

February 19 – No Religious School - Presidents’  

  Day Weekend 

February 21 – HEBREW SCHOOL IS IN 

    SESSION! 

February 26 – RELIGIOUS SCHOOL IS IN  

  SESSION! 

March 2 – 5th/6th Grade Family Shabbat Service 

       and Oneg, 7:00 p.m. (WCH) 

. . 

: 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

2  
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

3  
5:30 p.m. 
Family Potluck Shabbat Dinner (WCH) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
3rd & 4th Grade Students help lead 
Family Shabbat Service and celebrate 
with a special oneg (WCH) 

4  
 
 
 
Teen Service Corps Volunteers 
with The Night Ministry 

5  
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (Tu B’Shevat 
     Seders for K-6 Classes) (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
1030 a.m. 
Israel Committee Meeting (TC) 
12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 
3:00-6:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class  

6 
 

7 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (NSUMC) 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

Erev Tu B’Shevat 

8           Tu B’Shevat 

 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

9  
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service and  
Tu B’Shevat Seder (WCH) 

11 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Francesca Block (PM) 

 

12     

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. 
     Congregation Meeting (TC) 
12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 
3:30 p.m. OR 4:45 p.m. 
     3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)  
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
     High School Youth Group 
     Trampoline Event  

13  
 

14    
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 
Pizza Tuesday (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

15     Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

16  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Shabbat Shekalim 
(WCH) 

18         

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Movie Group (NSUMC) 

19         

 
 

 

20     Presidents’ Day  21  
10:00 a.m. 
     Mishneh Torah (NSUMC) 
12:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew Circle 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew School (TC) 
7:30 p.m.  
     Torah Study (NSUMC) 

22  
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

23  24  
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service  - Guest Speaker 
(WCH) 

25  
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Family Torah Study 
 
4:15 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  

26  
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 
12:45-3:30 p.m. 
     6th Grade Field Trip to the IHMEC 
7:00 p.m. 
Nominating Committee 

27  
 

28 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

29 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Elder hangs out with 
High School Juniors & Seniors 
(Glencoe Roast) 

 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687 Fax: 847-266-8854 

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Don Pollak …………………………………...…………………………President 

Peter Office ……..……………………………………..….………Vice President 

Daniel Freedman…………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

Jeff Rosenberg……..………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 

Jenny Patterson...……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Mark Kaufmann and Beth McCullough.…………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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