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Saying No to a “Jewish State” 

The idea of a “Jewish State” is as seductive as it is dangerous. A few months ago, Israel’s Knesset, 
motivated by Benjamin Netanyahu, engaged in a heated debate aimed at adopting a law officially 
designating Israel as a “Jewish state.” The debate is more than a semantic one, and although the legislative 
dispute has quieted down for now, the issue remains an active volcano ready to erupt at any moment. In the 
meantime, the idea of an “official Jewish state” seems to have infected our political and religious vocabulary 
so completely that now it hardly evokes a second thought. A few days ago, for example, the head of one of 
our most liberal national Jewish organizations announced that he “loved visiting the Jewish state.”  

That vocabulary is of more recent vintage than one might imagine. In its early years, and, in my 
opinion, more visionary ones, the new state was distinguished more by its humanitarian vision than by its 
religious particularism. There were lives to be plucked from the embers of the holocaust, and building a new 
land was more important than separating what was kosher from what was tref, whether with reference to 
food or people.  

Perhaps the phrase “Jewish State” should be given a pass. Did not Theodore Herzl’s pioneering call 
for a Jewish homeland bear the title Der Judenstaat, the Jewish State? But the issue the Knesset recently 
debated is worlds apart from Herzl’s concept. There is a difference between a country in which Jews enjoy 
justice and freedom as opposed to one which bears the official label “Jewish State.” There is a difference, in 
other words, between a country in which Jews determine their own destiny and one in which their religion is 
imposed upon the entire nation.  

Admittedly, Herzl issued a call for a Jewish State, but his meaning was far different from Netanyahu’s. 
Herzl’s vision was not a religious construct, but a political one. “Every man,” he wrote in Der Judenstaat, 
“will be as free and undisturbed in his faith or his disbelief as he is in his nationality. And if it should occur 
that men of other creeds and different nationalities come to live amongst us, we should accord them 
honorable protection and equality before the law.”  

After so many centuries of religious hatred, are we Jews not able to realize that the mixture of church 
and state is a dangerous one? If the conflicts of the Enlightenment taught us nothing else, it is that religion 
is true to itself only when it is left to the conscience of each individual. It is precisely at those times when the 
followers of one faith become dominant that concern for the rights of minorities becomes imperative. The 
idea of a “Jewish State” may be tantalizing, and even politically tempting, but the temptation, if emulated by 
other nations, could be disastrous. Christians dominate the population of the United States; yet we Jews 
would certainly feel uncomfortable in the face of efforts to declare ours a Christian nation.  

Of course it can be argued that these are Pollyanna thoughts. Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Libya are surely 
Moslem states. Is not Israel entitled to declare itself a “Jewish state”-- the one Jewish nation in a world filled 
with hostile enemies? The precariousness of Israel’s position is a reality. To deal with this precariousness, 
however, by adopting the bigoted tactics of its adversaries is to fall into an intellectual quagmire and to fail 
morally.  

Israel is a beautiful country. It is filled with holy symbols, holy lives and also holy memories. It is also 
filled with animosity and religious bigotry. A homeland for Jews ought not to be an example of outmoded 
nationalism. It is time to let the holiness triumph over the bigotry—for everyone.  

–Rabbi Robert J. Marx 

 

 

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the 
following evenings: 
 
April 3  1

st
 Night of Pesach 

  Torah Portion: Exodus 12:37-42 
Haftarah: Isaiah 4:3:1-15  

No Shabbat Service this evening 
   
April 10 Shabbat Sh’mini I 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 9:1-10:11 
  Haftarah: II Samuel 6:1-23 
   
April 17 Shabbat Sh’mini II 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 10:12-11:47 

Haftarah: II Samuel 7:1-17  
 Congregational Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 
  
April 24 Shabbat Tazria-M’tzora 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 12:1-15:33 

Haftarah: II Kings 7:3-20 
 
 
 
 

   
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Please join us on Saturday, April 25 at the home of 
Leanne Star (314 Park Avenue, Wilmette) at 8:30 
a.m. for our April Shabbat morning minyan.  This hour-
long service and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  People of all 
ages are encouraged and welcome to join us.  

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed 
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 
on various dates through August.  Hosting a Friday 
evening oneg is a wonderful way to help support 
Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat 
mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation.  Many people have 
traditionally honored the memory of a loved one on 
his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  If you would like to 
host an oneg, please contact Lynn Sanders (847-501-
2768 or LSanders0608@gmail.com) to reserve a date. 

 

Seder for the Residents of Robineau House 
 
Hakafa will again participate in a Passover Seder with 
the residents of the Robineau Residence, a CJE 
SeniorLife Residence at 7550 N. Kostner Avenue in 
Skokie.  The Robineau seder will begin promptly at 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday, April 4.  The seniors really appreciate 
our friendship.    
 
If you would like to participate and/or if you have any 
questions, contact Hakafa members, Laura Kaiser-
Innes (laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net or 847-733-9256) 
or Lynn Sanders (LSanders0608@gmail.com or 847-
501-2768). 

 
. 
 

Congregational Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 
 
Hakafa’s annual Yom HaAtzma’ut celebration will be 
held on Friday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
during Friday evening Shabbat Services. This will be a 
special event during which all Hakafa members can 
come together to welcome Shabbat and celebrate 
Israel.  
 
This year the theme will be Israel, The Year in Review, 
and your Israel Committee would like you to participate 
in the celebration.  We will be presenting five or six 
topics, and are looking for volunteers to select one topic 
and champion its presentation. Each presentation 
should run about five minutes. Topics and creativity are 
up to the presenter. Some ideas include: asking our 
amazing Hakafa kids for help, making a family project, 
collaborating with other Hakafa members, handling the 
presentation yourself.  Feel free to use posters, Power 
Point, live music, show and tell, or just speak on a topic 
which is of interest to you. We want you to provide the 
inspiration, and go for it. Sample topics can include:  
music; advances in health & science; politics; war & 
peace; arts & entertainment (books, movies, gallery 
openings); archaeological finds; food; and, technology. 
 
An Israeli oneg, presented by the Israel Committee, will 
follow the service. If you would like to participate, 
please contact Bob Rifkin (rrifkin@orba.com or 847-

224-5718) or committee co-chair Josh Kahn.  

Yizkor Service: Last Day of Passover 
 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, in 
addition to the anniversary of the death of a loved one, 
we are to recall the memories of those who have died. 
These four times, known as yizkor (remembrance), 
coincide with major holidays on the Jewish calendar. The 
last day of Pesach is a day on which yizkor is recited. 
Please join us on Friday, April 10 at 10:30 
a.m. at Lakeside Congregation for Reform 
Judaism (1221 County Line Road, Highland Park). We 
will join with members of Lakeside Congregation, 
Congregation Har Shalom,  Congregation Solel, and 
Congregation Sukkat Shalom.  
 

mailto:laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:LSanders0608@gmail.com
mailto:LSanders0608@gmail.com
mailto:rrifkin@orba.com
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Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like 
to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have 
the opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia 
Dresser at 847-945-6095. 

 

Technology Committee Meeting 
 
Hakafa is forming an ad-hoc Technology Committee to 
address a variety of issues related to our website, 
social media, and online marketing. If you are 
interested in any or all of these topics, have concerns, 
or just want to be part of this group, please join us for 
our first meeting the evening of Monday, April 
20 at 7:00 p.m. Location T.B.D. Please R.S.V.P. to 
John Thomason (vicepresident@hakafa.org or 847-
256-1361).  

 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone in our congregation who 
is in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal 
stress, who could benefit from support, such as a visit, 
delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health 
care appointment, please contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864). You can also 
contact Jill to volunteer. 

 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Barbara & Peter Hesky on the birth of their grandson, 
Dylan Scott Albrecht, son of Kimberly and Eric Albrecht. 
 
Peggy and Paul Slater on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Vivian Rose Slater. 
 

 

 

Member News 
 

Accessibility at Hakafa 

 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the 
congregation, we hope you will share them with us by 
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed 
Committee Chairs, Jill Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 
847-242-0864) or Audrey Pam (arpam@yahoo.com or 
847-374-9887).  We thank you for your help in making our 
congregation welcoming and accessible to all. 

 

 

Mazal Tov to the Following Bar Mitzvah 
 

April 2 – Solomon Podorovsky 

 

Finance Committee Meeting 
 
Hakafa's Finance Committee will be meeting at 7:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 8 at the home of Steve 
and Susan Varick (462 Adams Avenue, Glencoe) to 
prepare the budget for the 2015-16 fiscal year. This 
budget will be presented to the Congregation for 
approval at the annual meeting on May 17.  Contact 
Steve Varick (treasurer@hakafa.org or 847-835-4522) 
with questions. All members are welcome to attend.  

 

 

Condolences To… 
 
Karen Furlett and family on the loss of her 
grandmother, Bess Shkolnik. 
 
Marla Koza and family on the loss of her 
grandmother, Matilda Levy. 

 

Congregation Meeting 
 
The next congregation meeting will take place on 
Sunday, April 12 at 10:35 a.m. in Community Room 1 
at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). All 
Hakafa members are encouraged to attend the meeting. 
Please contact our President, Jeff Rosenberg 
(president@hakafa.org or 847-853-0121), with questions. 
 
 Nominating Committee Meeting 

 
The Nominating Committee is meeting on Monday, 
April 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lloyd Room at the 
Winnetka Public Library (768 Oak Street, Winnetka). 
We will select the slate of officers to recommend to the 
Congregation for Hakafa’s next fiscal year, beginning 
June 1.  The election of officers will be held at the 
Annual Congregation Meeting at the Takiff Center 
on Sunday, May 17 at 10:30 a.m.  
 
The meeting is open to all members.  If interested in 
attending the Nominating Committee meeting, you 
must notify Peter Office in writing 
(email peter.office@ripplefxx.com) no later than April 
5, 2015.    
 
The Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District 
provides accessible meeting space as a community 
service. Neither the Library nor the Board sponsors or 
endorses these events or the presenting individuals or 
organizations.  
 
 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1188_com_zimbra_email%22));
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
mailto:arpam@yahoo.com
https://us-mg205.mail.yahoo.com/neo/treasurer@hakafa.org
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1360_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Member News (continued) 
 

Kadima 
 
Our next Kadima event will be a Potluck Dinner on April 19

  
at 4:30 p.m., at our offices at the North Shore United 

Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). The theme of the evening will be “Music.”  Our Music Director, 
Sara Goodman, will be leading a discussion and playing examples to illustrate changes in Jewish music. This program 
will be different from Sara’s March Adult Ed presentation.  We are excited that Sara will be with us, and it will be 
another great opportunity to have fun and get to know each other. At the last event, we had 37 members attend.  
 
Kadima Volunteers have also been invited to read for 15 minutes (from a book provided by the teachers) to our 
PreK/Kindergarten and 1

st
/2

nd
 grade Religious School classes on April 19 and May 3.   

If you would like to participate the potluck dinner, or volunteer to read, contact Betsy Hersher (847-945-5974 or 
hersherb@hersher.com). 

 
 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we hold services, 
classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) or the actual 
location. 

 
A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. 
 
Lakeside Congregation (lakesidecongregation.org): Accessible building 
 
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step stairway inside 
building for torah study (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor for movie night. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building 

 
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): Ranch house with no steps. 
 
Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. 
 
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms. 
 
Varick Household (steven.varick@hklaw.com): Two small steps on to main floor. 
 
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building. 
 
Winnetka Public Library (www.winnetkalibrary.org) : Accessible building 

 
 
 

 

 
 

There are Two Ways ot Find Hakafa on Facebook 
 
1) Like Hakafa’s Page: Go to: https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. 
The Facebook page allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the 
congregation, to give you announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit 
with pictures of some of the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 
2) Join Hakafa’s Group:  Go to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/ and ask to join. This link allows 
Hakafa members the ability to communicate with each other. If you have an issue you want to discuss, an article or 
reflection you want to share, a meeting you want to announce, an event or organization about which you want us to 
know, and the like, the group is the place to post it. 
 

 

mailto:hersherb@hersher.com
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
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Film Group 
 
Join us when we screen Religulous on Saturday, April 25 at 
7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  We are 
honored to have Rabbi Elder as our discussant. 
 
This provocative movie, directed by Larry Charles (‘Borat”) 
and narrated by Bill Maher, is about organized religions: 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Mormonism, TV evangelism, and 
even Scientology, with detours into pagan cults and ancient 
Egypt.   
 
Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our office. We’ll be ordering 
pizza from Little Red Hen, so please contact Mike Solomon 
(847-835-2040 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) by noon on the 
25th to R.S.V.P. for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come 
for the movie at 7:00 p.m. Feel free to bring friends, family, 
beverages, and a nosh.   

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our April sessions 
of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will be held on 
Tuesdays, April 7 and 21 at 10:00 a.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  PLEASE NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION THIS 
MONTH! Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about 
what halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life.   
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on 
Thursday, April 9 at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 312-322-0290).  Bring your own 

lunch and prepare to participate in a lively discussion with 
Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always welcome.  
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice 
your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us on Tuesday, April 14 at 
noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan 
Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of 

lunch and conversation – all in Hebrew! 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we 

would love for you to join us on either Tuesday 
evenings and/or Wednesday mornings: 

 
Wednesday Afternoons – PLEASE NOTE OUR 
WINTER LOCATION 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) 

  
Tuesday Evenings  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  

 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place 
on Thursday, April 16 at 9:00 a.m. at the Home 
of Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, 
Glencoe).  Join us for a lively conversation with 
Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always 
welcome.    

 

Adult Education 
 

One Congregation, One Book 
 
Join us on June 10, at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) to discuss Helene Wecker’s The Golem and the Jinni.  This novel tells the story of a chance meeting 
between mythical beings in turn-of-the-century New York.  Chava is a golem, a creature made of clay, brought to life to 
by a disgraced rabbi who dabbles in Kabbalistic magic and dies at sea on the voyage from Poland. Chava is adrift as 
the ship arrives in New York harbor in 1899, and Ahmad is a jinni, a being of fire born in the ancient Syrian desert.  
Ahmad and Chava become unlikely friends, and the story weaves strands of Yiddish and Middle Eastern literature, 
historical fiction and magical fable.  Come and enjoy the discussion even if you haven’t finished (or even read) the 
book! 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities  

Takiff Center at 10:35 a.m. 

Schedule for April 19, 2015 
 
Study – David Rieser 
“Seeing Hebrew- The Masoretes and the Reconstruction of a Jewish Language.” 
While the academies of Palestine and Babylon sought to keep alive the questioning dialogue which supported the Oral 
Law, a smaller group of scholars sought to recreate the words and sounds of Hebrew and preserve them for 
generations to come. These Masoretes developed the punctuation and trope marks (the Masoretic text) which allow us 
to read, chant, and understand Hebrew more than a thousand years later. They also created elegant texts such as the 
Aleppo Codex which still inform our understanding of the Torah. This class will discuss the historical background of the 
Masoretes and seek to provide some context for their work. 

 
Culture – Yoga with Sharyn Galindo 
Bring your own yoga mat and meet Sharyn in the Takiff Center Community Hall for our last yoga session of the school 
year! 

 
Discussion – Womens Justice: Life After Prison 
Come hear stories from residents, alums, and staff of Grace House, a transitional home for women released from 
prison on Chicago's Near West Side, where Hakafa members Jenny Hirsch and Penny Hirsch have volunteered for the 
past eight years. Then, we will continue the conversation we began a few months ago on how to get more involved in 
supporting Grace House as part of Hakafa's Justice for Women group.  

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

 
The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should you need support. 
Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their 
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness 
education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring 
and healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced 
illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404)  A program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about social 
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in 
their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to the 
Chicago Jewish Community. 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee, Snacks, and Conversation for Adults – Volunteers Needed  

 
Congregation members take turns each Sunday providing coffee and breakfast snacks for the adults in between the 
morning service and adult education sessions. Please join us for some good drinks, food, and conversation!  If you 
have any questions or would like to help out, contact Jennifer Hirsch (jhirsch683@gmail.com or 847-581-9062). 

 

Jewish Community Resources 
 

mailto:jhirsch683@gmail.com
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Note from the Director of Education 
  

We are very excited to host our very first Open House on 

April 12 - the Sunday we return from break.  Please invite 

friends who have school age children and they will have 

a chance to attend class and an opportunity to learn 

about Hakafa! 
   

We have a short month with Religious School on April 12 

and April 19.  Hebrew School will resume on April 14 and 

go through the end of this month as usual. 
   

On April 19 our 6th graders will be visiting the Holocaust 

Museum as part of their History curriculum. We are looking 

forward to this meaningful field trip. 
 

Also, our 3rd grade Photography Chug will be taking a 

mini field trip to Lakeside Congregation to take pictures 

of ritual objects and their sanctuary on April 19. 
 

Have a great month of April! Wishing all of you a Chag 

Pesach Sameach! Enjoy your seders! 
  

          L’shalom,  BibiBibiBibiBibi 
 

 
 

Youth Group Book Drive 
 

Hakafa’s BBYO Chapter has been 

challenged by the Ahavah and 

Shabak BBYO chapters to a BOOK 

DRIVE between March 11 and April 

18 to see who can collect the 

most books for Bernie’s Book Bank. 

The competition will end with all 3 

chapters volunteering at Bernie’s together (April 30, 

4:30-6:30 p.m.) and then going out to dinner afterwards!  

Bernie’s Book Bank collects, processes, and distributes 

quality new and gently used children’s books to 

significantly increase book ownership among at-risk 

infants, toddlers and school-age children throughout 

Chicagoland. 
 

We are asking for donations of gently used or new 

books (appropriate for ages birth through 6th grade and 

not textbooks, workbooks, or reference materials) to be 

donated to Bernie’s Book Bank.  Donations can be 

placed in bins that are located at Religious School 

(Takiff Center, 999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe), at the 

home of David Pollak (3034 Indianwood Road, 

Wilmette), at the home of Charlotte Office (523 Maple 

Avenue, Wilmette), and at the home of Noah Elder (333 

Green Bay Road, Highland Park).  Please contact David 

Pollak (davidp2020@gmail.com) with any questions. 

 
 

FINAL B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

The final workshop in Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the 

Shabbat Service” b’nai mitzvah service prep series will 

be held on Sunday, April 12 at the Takiff Center (999 

Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  Families with both 

morning and evening services will meet at 1:45 p.m.  At 

that time, Rabbi Elder will break down the concluding 

part of the service, explaining themes and language.  

Also, there will be the opportunity to discuss music 

options for your service.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Rabbi Elder. 

 

Religious School Open House 
 

On Sunday, April 12 (the day we return from spring 

break), we will be holding a Religious School Open 

House for families with children thinking about 

synagogue membership. If you have any non-Hakafa 

friends who have children up through 9th grade and 

who are thinking about synagogue membership, this 

would be an excellent time for them to visit Hakafa 

and get a sense of our Religious School. 
 

Guests are invited to join us for the whole morning (or 

part of it if they prefer).  They can attend our morning 

service for families, students can attend a Religious 

School class, and parents can shmooze with Rabbi 

Elder and Bibi Patt, our Director of Education.  Of 

course, everyone is invited for bagels at noon! 
 

If you have someone who will be joining you, please 

contact Bibi (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

so that we can give our teachers the heads up so that 

they have enough materials prepared.   

 

6th Grade Field Trip to the    
 

 
As part of the sixth grade Jewish History curriculum, our 

sixth grade students will be visiting the Illinois Holocaust 

Museum and Education Center on the afternoon of 

Sunday, April 19.  The student-only program, specifically 

tailored to this age group, will include a docent-led 

tour of the museum, time to share conversation as a 

group, and the opportunity to hear from a Holocaust 

survivor.  This is a very important educational 

experience that we believe will enhance the students’ 

understanding of this time in Jewish history, honor the 

memories of those who were lost, and teach universal 

lessons that combat hatred, prejudice, & indifference.  
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2015 Justice Project: The March Continues 
 

Fifty years ago, in July 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke to a crowd 
of 10,000 on the Winnetka Village Green—calling for fair housing and 
racial justice. This July, there will be a gathering to commemorate that 
historic event and to use its momentum to advance a new social justice 
movement in the suburbs. The goal is to work toward the type of open, 
caring, just, and welcoming community that Dr. King envisioned – to 
embrace people of every race, ethnicity, ability, sexual orientation, and 
income bracket. It’s called the 2015 Justice Project: the March 
Continues. This summer’s event will be held on Sunday, July 26, 2015, 
again at the Winnetka Village Green. It’s being organized by Open 
Communities, a social justice organization that serves the northern 
suburbs, which grew out of the North Shore Summer Project, the 
organizers of the 1965 event.  
 
The work ahead will be guided by a set of Principles for the Welcoming 
Community – a sort of “LEED standard” prepared by the project’s 
organizers—to be used as a template to pursue and promote change in 
the suburbs. The Principles cover not only housing, but also education, 
jobs, the environment, civic participation, gun safety, government 
transparency, and other essential components of a healthy, just, 
welcoming community. A fall conference is also being planned—to 
educate the community about the Principles and to launch organizing 
groups in each of 16 northern suburbs served by Open Communities. 
Given Hakafa’s commitment to social justice and the creation of 
community, we have the opportunity to connect with the 2015 Justice 
Project in several ways. You can:   
 

 Come to the congregational meeting on Sunday, April 12—
where we will discuss the opportunity to become a partner with 
other organizations in support of the 2015 Justice Project.  
 

 Share your stories—if you were there to hear Dr. King’s speech 
in 1965, or if you were involved in civil rights work at that time. 
Contact Nancy Goodman (nancytgoodman@gmail.com), and we 
will find a way to share your recollections.  
 

 Come to Shabbat services on Friday, May 1—to hear Gail 
Schechter, Executive Director of Open Communities, and Hakafa 
member Sherry Medwin speak about the work they’re doing on 
the project. Conversation will follow at the rabbi’s tisch after the 
service.  
 

 Attend the July 26 event—to hear speeches, music, and more. 
Put it on your calendar today!   
 

 Come to planning meetings for the project—which are 
happening now; the next meeting date is always posted on the 
2015 Justice Project web page:  
http://www.open-communities.org/Get_Involved/Justice_2015/ 

 
Contact Nancy Goodman (nancytgoodman@gmail.com) for more 
information.  

Social Action 
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just 

Harvest 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and 
serving food at A Just Harvest on the 
second Sunday of every month.  Each 
month four families from Hakafa share 
this meaningful experience.  The 
volunteer roster still has many 
openings.  Even if you won’t be 
available to serve at the kitchen, you 
can participate by purchasing food or 
contributing financially.  Please 
contact  Joan Fishman (847-853-
1766 or j.fishman@sbcglobal.net) or 
Judy Rose-Epstein (847-501-2856 or 
missyepstein@att.net) if you can help. 
 

An Unforgettable 10-day 

Jewish Summer Experience  

for Teens! 
 
Spend summer 2015 with Or Tzedek, 
JCUA’s (Jewish Council on Urban 
Affairs) teen institute for social justice 
in Chicago. Or Tzedek’s summer 
program is a 10-day overnight, urban 
immersion summer program in which 
Chicagoland Jewish high school teens 
(must have completed 9

th
 grade): 

 EXPERIENCE how a 
grassroots organization 
functions, EFFECT systemic 
change, 
and EXPLORE Chicago's 
diverse communities. 

 Meet Chicagoland teens who 
are unapologetically 
passionate about social 
justice. 

Session options: June 18-28 or July 
30-August 9.  To learn more 
and/or register, go to:  
 
https://jcua.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=407. 
 
If you have any questions about Or 
Tzedek, please contact Deborah 
Goldberg, Coordinator of Teen 
Programs at JCUA (312-663-0960 
X124 or deborah@jcua.org).   

 

http://www.open-communities.org/Get_Involved/Justice_2015/
mailto:nancytgoodman@gmail.com
mailto:j.fishman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
https://jcua.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=407
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2291_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Israel 
 

Are you looking to see Israel in a new and different way?  

Whether you have been to Israel before or not, this trip just might be for you.  

Join us June 18-July 3, 2016! 
 
Once again, we are offering a two-track trip to Israel. One will be a hiking and learning experience – We will walk the 
country, visit sites, and study texts that bring the historical significance of the places we visit to life. If you are good for 
5-10 miles a day, if you like to hike lush hills and rugged desert mountains, and if you would rather explore cities on 
foot than by bus, you will not want to miss this trip!  
 
Our other track will be a more traditional trip. We will visit sites of Israel both on and off the beaten path. Jeep and 
camel rides in the Negev, dinner in a Bedouin tent, a canoe ride down the Jordan River, wine tasting in the Negev, 
swimming in the Mediterranean, and a walk through the beautiful grottos of Rosh HaNikra will be combined with time in 
Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem, and more!  
 
Please note that while the tracks do different things during each day, everyone from both tracks is together each night. 
And, sometimes the tracks do touring together as well. 
 
New to the trip this year will be an opportunity to visit Petra, Jordan and possibly Ramallah in the West Bank as well. 
 
Go to: http://hakafa.org/content/israel-trip-summer-2016 for more information including general trip information, 
pricing, and a detailed itinerary. Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 
 
 

 

 Vote in the World Zionist Congress Elections 
 

The World Zionist Congress is the World Zionist Organization’s supreme institution and legislative body, which meets 
every four years in Jerusalem. The World Zionist Congress is made up of Israeli, American and International delegates 
representing world Jewry. Approximately a third of the Congress is American, and the makeup of the US delegation will 
be determined by these elections. The composition of the American delegation is critically important to Jews in the 
United States and Israel, because the decisions of the Congress influence hundreds of millions of dollars in funding. 
The Congress makes decisions that have impact on religious status issues in Israel and across the world as well as the 
funding available to progressive Jews in Israel. In addition, the Congress will help determine the leadership and 
governance of the three major global Jewish organizations- Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), Jewish National Fund 
(JNF) and World Zionist Organization (WZO). 

Elections for the World Zionist Congress continue through April 30, 2015. Register and vote by visiting 
https://www.myvoteourisrael.com/. This is a moment for American Jews to engage with the worldwide Jewish 
community and to demonstrate our connection to Israel. Learn about the WZO, register to vote, ask questions and 
seize this opportunity to make an impact. 
 

 
 
 

Congregational Israel Trip – Summer 2016 
 

http://hakafa.org/content/israel-trip-summer-2016
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               April 2015 – Nisan / Iyar 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
1 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 
 

 

2 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Solomon Podorovsky (AM) 

 

3 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Erev Pesach 
First Passover Seder 

4         Passover 1 
    (Hakafa Office Closed) 

 

3:30 p.m. 
Robineau Residence Seder 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Congregational Second Seder 
 

2nd Passover Seder 

5         Passover 2 
 

 

6         Passover 3 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Nominating Committee Meeting 
(Winnetka Public Library) 

7          Passover 4 
 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

8       Passover 5 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Finance Committee Meeting 
(Home of Steve & Susan Varick) 

9         Passover 6 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Brad Reiff) 

10       Passover 7 
(Hakafa Office Closed) 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor Service 
(Lakeside Congregation) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

11    (8
th

 Day of Passover) 
 
 

12      
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
   *OPEN HOUSE* 
 

10:35 a.m. 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 
 

12:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 
 

1:45 p.m. 
 Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

13 
 
 
 

 
 

14      
 

12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading 
Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

15      
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 

 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

16   Yom HaShoah   
 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

17         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service & Yom HaAtzma’ut 
Celebration (WCH) 

18     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

19        
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – David Rieser 
      Discussion – Women’s Justice 
      Yoga for Adults 
 

12:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 
 

4:30 p.m. 
Kadima Event (NSUMC) 

20      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Technology Committee Meeting 

21    
 

10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah (NSUMC) 
 

 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading 
Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

22    Yom HaZikaron   
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

23 Yom HaAtzma’ut   
 

24       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

25      
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

26       

 
 
 

27    

 

 

28   
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading 
Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

29   

 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

30 
 
 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group Volunteers at Bernie’s 
Book Bank 
 

 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               May 2015 – Iyar / Sivan 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
7:30 p.m. 
Singing Shabbat Service – Guest 
Speaker: Gail Schechter (WCH) 
 

8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

2  
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 

10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. 
Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 

3      
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – David Rieser 
      Discussion – Individualism, 
              community, and universalism:  
              Which comes first? 
      Music with Bibi Patt 
 

12:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 
 

12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Israel Solidarity Day (Ravinia) 

4    
 

5      
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
   4:50 p.m. Hebrew School Graduation 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading 
Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Congregational Lag BaOmer Bonfire 

7    Lag BaOmer 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

9  
 

Final 10th Grade Retreat 
 
 

10     Mother’s Day 
 

 

11 
 

12       
 

12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Adult Beginner’s Hebrew Reading 
Class (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

14  
 
 
 
 

 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

17  Yom Yerushalayim     
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
Congregation Annual Meeting 
 

12:30 p.m. 
Last Day of Confirmation Class 
(NSUMC) 

18 
 

19  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

20  
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
6:00 p.m. 
High School Seniors 
Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

21 

 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 
 

22  
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
NOTE EARLY START TIME! 
Shabbat Service and  
Confirmation Ceremony (WCH) 

23 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
 

 

Erev Shavuot 

      24    Shavuot  
                    (Hakafa Office Closed) 

 

 

 
31 

25   Memorial Day  
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
  

27 
 
 
 
 

 

28 29 
 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

30 
9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Coby Abt (AM) 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Jack Goldberg (PM) 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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