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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

 

A Visit from my Rabbi 
 
Rabbi Elder came up here to Saugatuck a few days ago, and the two of us had a marvelous time. At least I 
did, and I hope he did, too. It is important to nurture old rabbis and to humor them, too. Rabbi Elder did just 
that, and he even stoked the flames of memory to the point that I imagined that it was March of 1965 and 
that I was back in Selma, Alabama pretending to do something significant. I say “pretending” only to 
underscore the real difference between symbols and significance, between one act and the whole play. For 
Selma was an act—a memorable one to be sure—but it was nothing compared to the hard task that justice 
demands of its advocates. No wonder the Bible says: “Justice, justice shalt thou pursue.” Justice is not one 
act, one deed; it is a continuous commitment; a life-long pursuit. 
 
You won’t be shocked if I tell you that the pursuit of justice is the most important thing modern Jews could 
do. I think I need to explain what I mean by that. A synagogue is motivated by many needs. And, they are 
all legitimate. There is the need to study and the need to teach and inspire our children. There is the need 
to be with people who think like us, and occasionally there is even the need to pray with people who think 
like us. But each congregation has its own character, its own predisposition to do this or that. More and 
more people are choosing their affiliations on the basis of common ideals and common purpose. I play 
bridge on Wednesdays (yes, I have become that corrupt), and one afternoon a substitute joined our quartet. 
“I’ll play bridge,” she proclaimed as she sat down, “with anyone except with Republicans.” We are becoming 
more and more polarized, more and more hostile to ideas that do not coincide with our own. 
 
Well, that is what seems to be happening here in western Michigan. And it seems as if it is happening, too, 
in our entire country. At times, it even sounds as if we have embarked upon a toxic Civil War of words. 
Instead of Blue against Grey, it is now Blue against Red. There was a moment in our history when our 
differences were what made us great. Today, our differences make us angry and petty and unforgiving. 
 
Here I am—suggesting a justice agenda for the Jewish community and simultaneously deploring the very 
bitterness that such an agenda invariably engenders. I am aware of the paradox. But I am also aware that 
the old agendas are dead. And that what is required is a new vision. Congregations cannot sustain 
themselves on an Israel diet, nor can they survive on meaningless calls for Jewish survival. Israel becomes 
increasingly remote from American Jews; its moral role as an occupying power is becoming difficult to 
justify. And calls for survival seem increasingly opaque. For what shall we survive? What is the meaning of 
it all? When survival becomes an empty word, then Judaism becomes a tautology, a cup that is empty and 
useless. 
 
Our mission is to study and study and study. And then to act—for Jewish study has always had action as its 
goal. Will our action add to the general tension that has embittered our age? Perhaps. But perhaps not. The 
cause of justice is abetted not by anger, but by patience and determination and constancy. It was not so 
many years ago that our country viewed blacks as less than human; gays and lesbians as less than normal. 
Too many Americans still measure their manliness against the power of their assault weapons. But, things 
can change. They do change. 
 
We went to Selma, Alabama so many years ago. We went to secure justice. Were we angry? No, we were 
not; we were determined. It was they--the rock throwers, the name callers—it was they who were angry. 
And, anger is no substitute for justice. 
 
Rabbi Elder came to see me a few days ago. It was a good visit. 

 
-Rabbi Robert J. Marx 
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 Friday Night Services    

 
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House on the following evenings: 

 
April 5   Shabbat Sh’mini 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 9:1-11:47 
  Haftarah: 2 Samuel 6:1–23   

Family Service 
  
April 12  Shabbat Tazria M’tzora 
  Torah Portion: Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
  Haftarah: II Kings 7:3–20 
  Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 
  
April 19 Shabbat Acharei Mot-K’doshim 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 16:1-20:27 
  Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 
  Yom HaAtzmaut Celebration 

 
April 26 Shabbat Emor 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 21:1-24:23 
  Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31 
 
 
 
  

 
 
       

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us on April 6 and 20 at 8:30 a.m. 
at the home of Leanne Star (1109 Lake 
Avenue, Wilmette) for our April Shabbat 
morning minyanim.  This hour-long service 
and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat.   
 
People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  Please contact Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 
with any questions.  
 

Yizkor Service – Last Day of Passover 
 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, 
in addition to the anniversary of the death of a loved 
one, we are to recall the memories of those who have 
died.  These four times, known as yizkor 
(remembrance), coincide with major holidays on the 
Jewish calendar.  The last day of Pesach is a day on 
which yizkor is recited.  Please join us on Monday, 
April 1 at 10:30 a.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green 
Bay Road, Glenoce).  We will be joined by members of 
Lakeside Congregation, Congregation Solel, and 
Congregation Sukkat Shalom.  Contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions. 
 

 

April Family Shabbat Service 
 
Our next Family Shabbat Service will take 
place on Friday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).  Our Family Service is 
shorter than our regular services and is held 
an hour earlier so that families with children 
are able to attend.  Of course, the service will 
fit the needs of everyone – no matter what age 
– and all are welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  An oneg will follow.  
 

Pre-Shabbat Sing  
 
Do you like to sing? Want to learn some new 
songs for Shabbat Services? Want to help 
infuse worship at Hakafa with even more 
exciting and uplifting music? Then come join 
Adrian Durlester before services on Friday, 
April 26 from 7:00 to 7:45 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka) for our third Pre-Shabbat 
Sing. At each Pre-Shabbat Sing we'll learn 
some new songs which we'll then use at 
services that evening or in the near future. 
There's so much wonderful music that can 
enhance the worship experience. We'll explore 
all kinds of musical genres - folk, pop, rock, 
gospel, hassidic, Israeli, and more.  
 
Come join us! Sing! Clap your hands! Raise 
your voice! You'll be glad you did! 
 

Come to the Rabbi’s Tisch 
 
A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit 
around after Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim 
(wordless melodies), and study the weekly Torah 
portion. Join Rabbi Elder for Hakafa’s next tisch on 
Friday, April 26 after services and the oneg. We’ll learn 
a little, schmooze a little, sing a little, and enjoy one 
another’s company. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Yom Hashoah Commemoration  

A poignant Holocaust Remembrance program from the 
Fellowship of Rabbis and Chicago’s Cantors that 
commemorates the 70th anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising will be presented at the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum and Education Center (9603 
Woods Drive, Skokie) on Sunday, April 7 from 3:00 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. To reserve a spot, go to the 
museum’s events page (www.ilholocaustmuseum.org). 

 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs throughout 

the winter and spring. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to help support 
Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation.  Many people have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  If 
you would like to host an oneg, please contact Lynn Sanders 
(LSanders0608@gmail.com or 847-501-2768) to reserve a date. 
 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to share 
holidays with fellow congregants 
and do not have the opportunity to 
do so.  If you would like to host a 
fellow congregant for a holiday 
meal, or if you need a place to go 
for the holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

 

 

Join Us for a Lag Ba’Omer Bonfire  

 
On Saturday evening, April 27, beginning at 6:00 p.m. we will gather at the beach at North Shore 

Congregation Israel (1185 Sheridan Road, Glencoe) for Hakafa’s annual Lag Ba’Omer bonfire!    

You bring dinner, we’ll provide the s’mores! 
 
We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days starting from the second day of Passover.  On the 
fiftieth day, we celebrate the festival of Shavuot, commemorating the giving of the Torah.  This 50-day period 
is called “Counting the Omer.”  The Omer was a barley offering brought to the Temple on the day we start 
counting, the second day of Passover.  “Lag Ba’Omer” is the thirty-third day of counting the Omer.  The word 
“Lag” means 33 because it is comprised of the letters “lamud” and “gimmel,” corresponding to the numerical 
values of “30” and “3.”  In the time of Rabbi Akiva, who witnessed the destruction of the Second Temple and 
who was the greatest Torah Sage of his generation, twenty-four thousand of his disciples died in an epidemic 
during the counting of the Omer.  Since the epidemic was suspended on the 33rd day, Lag BaOmer has 
become a joyous day of celebration, complete with bonfires – especially in Israel.  So, come join us around 
the fire for dinner, singing, and dessert! 

 
Parking/Location Information: 
Park in the northern parking lot of North Shore Congregation Israel (1185 Sheridan Road, Glencoe).   
You will need to walk down the access road at the very north side of the building.  At the end of the access 
road, people will be there to direct you down a short path (a bit rocky) to the beach where our fire pit will be 
waiting. 

 

Congregational Yom HaAtzmaut 

Celebration   
 
Hakafa’s annual Yom HaAtzma’ut celebration 
will be held on Friday, April 19 at 8:00 p.m. at 
the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  This will be a 
special event during which all Hakafa 
members can come together to welcome 
Shabbat and celebrate Israel.  Our service and 
celebration will be followed by an oneg. 
 

http://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/
mailto:LSanders0608@gmail.com
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Member News 
 

Growing Our Circle 
 
As discussed at the last congregation meeting, we 
are forming a task force to supplement the activities 
of the membership committee and to continue the 
conversation about the various ways that we can 
more consistently attract new families. Please check 
the weekly announcements for date, time, and 
location. Contact Jeff Rosenberg (847-853-0121) 
for more information.  

 

Congregation Meeting 

 
The next congregation meeting will take place on 
Friday, April 12 at 6:45 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka). 
All Hakafa members are encouraged to attend the 
meeting and to stay for Shabbat Services 
immediately thereafter.  Please contact our 
President, Peter Office (president@hakafa.org or 
847-256-2941), with questions.   
 

It's That Time Again: Share in the Shaping 

Of Our Encirclement 

 
Every five years, Hakafa members come together 
to envision our next five years. Please join us at 
one or more of the following coffees to share your 
ideas about what we are and what we can be. 
Whether it be at a general or topic-specific 
conversation, your input is vital to us moving 
forward together. 
 
Please note date, time, location, and topic for 
each discussion: 
 
Sunday, April 7 at 7:00pm (open topics) 
Home of Gayle Inbinder 
1149 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette 
  
Wednesday, April 10 at 7:30pm (focus on 
social justice) 
Home of Julie Campbell and Mark Kusatzky 
1228 Lake Avenue, Wilmette 
  
Monday, April 15 at 7:30pm (open topics) 
Home of Debbie and Andrew Charen 
1109 Blackthorn Lane, Northbrook 
  
Sunday, April 21 at 5:00pm (focus on worship) 
Home of Sara Kurensky and Steve Philoon 
1636 Elmwood Avenue, Wilmette 
  
Monday, April 22 at 7:30pm (open topics) 
Home of Julie Levine and Michael Wolf 
975 Ridgewood Drive, Highland Park 
  
Sunday, April 28 at 7:00pm (focus on 
education and family engagement) 
Home of Marnie and Paul Schindler 
2434 Seminole Court, Riverwoods 
  
Wednesday, May 1 at 7:30pm (focus on 
empty-nesters) 
Home of Betsy Hersher 
1444 Stratford Road, Deerfield 
  
Sunday, May 5 at 5:00pm (open topics) 
Home of Ellen and John O'Dwyer 
825 Sheridan Road, Glencoe 
   
Contact Peter Office (312-656-9184 or 
president@hakafa.org) for more information. 
 

Hakafa Officer Nominations; 2013-2014 
 
The Nominating Committee approved the following 
slate of officers for Fiscal 2013 – 2014 and will be 
brought to members at the May 19th annual meeting.  
 
President:                  Peter Office  
Vice President:      Jeff Rosenberg  
Operations Treasurer:         Rachel Lee  
Dues Treasurer:          John Thomason  
Secretary:                  Scott Lowtwait  
Endowment Trustees:         Mark Kaufmann  
                          Leanne Star  
 

 Condolences to… 
 

Lee Feigon and family on the loss of his mother, 
Ethel Feigon. 
 
Eileen Goldberg and family on the loss of her 
mother, Delle Buffens. 
 
Sara Goodman and family on the loss of her aunt, 
Diana Kleinman. 
 
Lloyd Shore’s family on his recent passing. 
 

mailto:president@hakafa.org
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Member News (continued) 
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one another.  If you 
know of anyone in our congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death 
in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit from support, such as 
a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-
8854). 
 
You can also contact Jill Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864) 
to volunteer. 

 

Thank you to… 
 
Amy Acri for once again 
coordinating our beautiful 
congregational Passover 
seder. 
 

 

 

Join us April 12-14 for our annual Scholar-in-Residence weekend as we welcome Dr. Joseph E. Kraus, 
Associate Professor of English at the University of Scranton.  Dr. Kraus will give three lectures on The 
Jewish Gangster:  
 
Friday, April 12 
During 8:00 p.m. Friday evening services at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka), he will give a brief talk entitled, “Communal Memory and the Jewish Gangster, or Why is a 
Nice Jewish Boy Bringing up such a Shonde in the First Place?”  
 
Saturday, April 13 
Our Saturday evening program will be held at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Carol Anne Been and Dan 
Freedman (562 Oakdale Avenue, Glencoe). Dr. Kraus will present “Dreidels, Blackjacks, and 
‘Gonnegtions’ Across the Globe: A Brief History of the Jewish Gangster.”  
 
Sunday, April 14 
Dr. Kraus’ Sunday lecture will be held at 10:30 a.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  
He will speak on “The Kosher Capones: A History of the Jewish Gangster in Chicago.”  
 
Dr. Kraus intends the talks as interactive, and he welcomes questions and interruptions. 
  
Dr. Kraus directs the Honors Program and teaches American literature and creative writing at the University 
of Scranton. He is co-author, with Walter Roth, of An Accidental Anarchist (Academy Chicago 2001), and he 
won the 2008 Moment Magazine/Karma Foundation Award for Short Fiction with a Jewish theme. His 
academic and creative work has appeared in The American Scholar, MELUS, Oleander Review, and 
Riverteeth, among other places. 
 
Even more important, Dr. Kraus’ extended family – the Kraus, Miller, and Kelly families – are all members of 
Hakafa.  

 
We hope you will join us for a wonderful, informative weekend. 

 

 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
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Note from the Director of Education 
  

Welcome back!  I hope everyone had a wonderful 

and refreshing break! It is hard to believe that there 

are only a few months of school left! We will be 

packing in a great deal of learning before May! 

 

On April 14, our 6th grade class will be visiting the 

Holocaust Museum as part of their Shoah (Holocaust) 

unit.  We will also be listening to a survivor speak.  It 

should be a very enriching experience.  We are so 

fortunate to have such a resource available to us. 

 

On Sunday April 21 at 10:30 a.m., I will be having a 

meeting with all 2nd grade parents to talk about 

Hebrew school for next year.  I look forward to 

meeting with all prospective Hebrew school parents! 

 

On behalf of our Religious School, I would like to wish 

Rebecca Starck (one of our 6th grade teachers) a 

Mazal Tov on the birth of her baby boy!  We look 

forward to her return! 

 

Have a great month of April! 

  

L’shalom, 

BibiBibiBibiBibi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

The final workshop in Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the 

Shabbat Service” b’nai mitzvah service prep series 

will be held on Sunday, April 21 at the Takiff Center 

(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  Families with both 

morning and evening services will meet at 2:30 p.m.  

At that time, Rabbi Elder will break down the 

concluding part of the service, explaining themes 

and language.  Also, there will be the opportunity to 

discuss music options for your service.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-

8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 
 

 

6th Grade Field Trip to the    
 

 

As part of the sixth grade Jewish History curriculum, 

our sixth grade students will be visiting the Illinois 

Holocaust Museum and Education Center on the 

afternoon of Sunday, April 14, immediately following 

Religious School.  The student-only program, 

specifically tailored to this age group, will include a 

docent-led tour of the museum, time to share 

conversation as a group, and the opportunity to 

hear from a Holocaust survivor.  This is a very 

important educational experience that we believe 

will enhance the students’ understanding of this time 

in Jewish history, honor the memories of those who 

were lost, and teach universal lessons that combat 

hatred, prejudice, & indifference.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Note. . .      
 

April 1 – Last Day of Passover 

April 2 – Hebrew School Resumes 

April 7 – Religious School Resumes 

            – B’nai Mitzvah Workshop, 3:30 (TC) 

April 9 – Hebrew School 

April 14 – Religious School 

             - 6th Grade Field trip to the IHMEC 

  (12:45-3:00 p.m.) 

April 16 – Hebrew School 

April 19 – Congregational Yom HaAtzma’ut Service  

    and Celebration (WCH) 

April 21 – Religious School 

   – B’nai Mitzvah Workshop, 2:30 (TC) 

April 23 – Hebrew School 

April 27 –Lag BaOmer Bonfire, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

April 28 – Israel Solidarity Day & Walk With Israel 

April 30 – Hebrew School 

 

 

 

Join Hakafa at Israel Solidarity Day! 
 

If you would like to share the day 

(April 28) with other Hakafa 

members at Ravinia and/or walk 

with Hakafa in the “Walk With 

Israel,” please let Rona Elder know 

(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-

0687). 
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Film Group 
 
The film group will screen My Trip to Al Qaeda (2010) on 
Saturday, April 20 at 7:00 pm at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). If you 
like, meet for dinner at 5:45 p.m. at Vernon’s (Vernon 
Avenue, Glencoe).  Or come directly to the church for the 
movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to bring friends, 
family, and a nosh. Please contact Mike Solomon (847-
835-2040) with questions. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love for 
you to join us on Wednesdays at the home of Sandy 
Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 
2:30 p.m.   
 
Torah study is offered as well on Tuesday evenings from 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).PLEASE NOTE:  There will be NO evening class on 
Tuesday, April 9. 

 

Adult Education 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Our April Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon 
on Thursday, April 4 at the office of Phil Zisook (225 W. 
Washington Street, Suite 1700).  Bring your own lunch and 
prepare to participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  
New participants are always welcome. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
Our April session of “Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will 
take place on Thursday, April 18 at 9:00 a.m. at the home 
of Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe, 847-
835-5077).  Join us for lively conversation!   
 
 

 Adult Study Yoga Class  
 
Rabbi Heather Altman’s Jewish Yoga 
Class will continue on April 7 and 21 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon at the Takiff Center 
(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  Jewish 
yoga infuses Jewish wisdom, prayer, and 
teaching into the compassion, strength, 
and power of yoga.  Participants should 
bring their own yoga mats.  We hope 
you will join us!   
 
 

 

Hebrew Circle  

If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking 
to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us on Tuesday, April 23 at noon at 
the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th 
floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and conversation 
– all in Hebrew! 

 

Adult Study 
 

Adult Study takes place on Sunday mornings 
during Religious School from 10:30 a.m. to 

noon at the Takiff Center 

 
April 7 and 21 – Rabbi Elder will be 
discussing the intersection of sectarianism 
and messianism throughout Jewish 
history. Focusing on different offshoots, 
movements, and denominations, he will 
highlight how fringe ideas crept into or 
influenced “mainstream” Jewish thought.  
 
April 14 – Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. 
Joseph E. Kraus, will be speaking on “The 
Kosher Capones: A History of the Jewish 
Gangster in Chicago.”  
 
Please contact Judith Joseph 
(judithstudio@yahoo.com or 847-564-
5452) with questions.   
 

 
 

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  
Our April sessions of Mishneh Torah 
(Jewish law) will be held on Tuesdays, 
April 9 and 23 at 10:00 a.m. at the home 
of Allison Blakley Davis and Kenneth 
Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook, 
847-571-3201).   
 
Come join us to learn more about what 
halacha has to say on almost every aspect 
of life.   
 
 
 

 

mailto:judithstudio@yahoo.com
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New Justice Group for Women 
 

Are you interested in learning about the 

oppression of women and girls, both locally and 

around the world, and in taking action and 

advocating the empowerment of women? 
 
On Sunday, May 5th, 10:30-11:45, the inaugural 
meeting of the new Hakfafa JUSTICE FOR WOMEN 
GROUP will take place at the Takiff Center (999 
Green Bay Road, Glencoe). This meeting will serve 
as a starting point to determine the group's focus and 
generate ideas for education, action, and advocacy.  
 
Both men and women are encouraged to attend; this 
group may be about women, but it's definitely not only 
for women! Feel free to contact either Beth Gordon 
(bbgordon1@gmail.com) or Heather Ross 
(hross@rossandzuckerman.com) with questions. 

 

Social Action 
 

JCUA corner 
 
Café Finjan is a series of interfaith arts 
exchanges begun in 2002 by the Jewish 
Council on Urban Affairs as part of its Jewish-
Muslim Community Building Initiative. Art 
brings us together at Café Finjan, where 
Jewish and Muslim artists foster relationships 
and celebrate shared experiences in a spirit of 
mutual respect, social justice and civil rights. 
Cafe Finjan features Jewish and Muslim poets, 
singer-songwriters, storytellers, comedians, 
actors, dancers, bands, painters, 
photographers, and filmmakers. 
 
This year, Café Finjan will be held on 
Thursday, April 4 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at 
the American Islamic College (640 West 
Irving Park Road).  

 
 

 

A Just Harvest: 30th Anniversary and New Volunteer Opportunities 

A Just Harvest is seeking five dedicated administrative volunteers who are willing to come in on a weekly 
basis from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to answer phones, file, do data entry and manage office supplies. A Just 
Harvest is also seeking one dedicated volunteer to help staff the Community Kitchen on Friday’s from 3:00-
8:00 p.m. Please contact Mary Frohna (773-262-2297 x24) for more information. 

 

Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  
The kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience.   

The volunteer roster for our summer dates (June 9, July 14, and August 11) still has many openings.   
Even if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by purchasing food or simply by 
contributing financially, a critical need.   
 
If you would like to help, please contact Judy Rose-Epstein (missyepstein@att.net or 847-501-2856). 
 

 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:missyepstein@att.net
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Hakafa Emergency Fund – If you are in need of financial assistance or a small loan to pay a bill or help with 
basic necessities, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we can help, 
and know that this will remain completely confidential. 
 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a 
resource guide of members’ services and skills in order to support one another. Please contact Betsy 
Hersher (847-272-4050 or HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 
 
Career Counseling – As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members 
who are currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems – Hakafa is in partnership with the 
following community agencies: 
 

1. Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen at 847-568-5154 or 
www.jvschicago.org)  
 

2. Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy at 847-295-5626 or 
www.careerresourcecenter.org) 
 

3. parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers 
with qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 
 

Reaching Out 
 

Israel 
 

Israel Solidarity Day and Walk with Israel 

 
The 2013 Israel Solidarity Day will be held on Sunday, April 28 from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at Ravinia 
Festival in Highland Park, with registration opening at 11:00 a.m. This year, as we celebrate Israel’s 65th 
anniversary, we will come together for one big, festive event filled with Israeli spirit!  Event highlights will 
include the Walk with Israel (a three-mile walkathon to raise funds to provide Israeli children with the 
supplies they need to enrich learning and literacy), fabulous all-day entertainment in Ravinia’s Pavilion 
featuring the King David Drummers, The Maccabeats, and our headliner, Matisyahu, food for purchase 
and festivities for all ages. A teen J-Serve project will also take place on site from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Register online to participate, volunteer and/or donate at www.juf.org/ISD. 
 
If you are planning to attend and would like to enjoy the day with other Hakafa members and/or walk 
with Hakafa in the Walk With Israel, please let Rona Elder know (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) 
so that we can plan accordingly. 
 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
http://www.juf.org/ISD
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               April 2013 – Nisan / Iyar 5773 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1          Passover 7 
(Hakafa Office Closed) 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor Service (TC) 
 
 

 

2     (8
th

 Day of Passover) 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

3 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

4 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

5  
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH) 

6 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 

7         Yom HaShoah 
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study – Rabbi Elder (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Jewish Yoga (TC) 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 
7:00 p.m. 
     Coffee (Home of Gayle Inbinder) 

8          
 

9           
 
10:00 a.m. 
     Mishneh Torah 

 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 

10         
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Coffee (Home of Julie Campbell 
& 
Mark Kusatzky) 

11          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12         
 
 
 
 
6:45 p.m. 
Congregation Meeting (WCH) 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Scholar-in-
Residence Weekend (WCH) 

13     
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence Program (Home 
of Carol Anne Been & Dan Freedman) 
 

14      
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study - Scholar (TC) 
12:45-3:00 p.m. 
     6th Grade Field Trip to the IHMEC 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 

15   Yom HaZikaron   

 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Coffee (Home of Debbie & 
Andrew Charen) 

16    Yom HaAtzma’ut   
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

17  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 

 

18     
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North 
Shore 
 

19     
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service and  
Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration (WCH) 

20    
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

21 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Study – Rabbi Elder (TC) 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Adult Jewish Yoga (TC) 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 
2:30 p.m. 
     Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 
5:00 p.m. 
     Coffee (Home of Sara 
Kurensky &  
     Steve Philoon) 

22  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Coffee (Home of Julie Levine & 
Michael Wolf) 

23    
 
10:00 a.m. 
     Mishneh Torah 
12:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew Circle 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew School (TC) 
7:30 p.m.  
     Torah Study (NSUMC)   

24      
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 

 

25    
 

26       
 
7:00-7:45 p.m. 
Pre-Shabbat Sing (WCH) 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
 
9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

27      
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Congregational Lag BaOmer 
Bonfire 

 
Erev Lag BaOmer 

28      Lag BaOmer 

 
11:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Israel Solidarity Day & Walk With Israel 
(Ravinia Festival, Highland Park) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Coffee (Home of Marnie & 
Paul Schindler) 

29      

 

 

30   
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
     Hebrew School (TC) 
7:30 p.m.  
     Torah Study (NSUMC)   
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               May 2013 – Iyar / Sivan 5773 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
 

 
 
 
 

1  
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Coffee (Home of Betsy Hersher) 

2  
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH)  

4  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Hannah Stein (PM) 

5      
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School (TC) 
12:15-1:45 p.m. 
     Adult Study (TC) 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 
     Confirmation Class (TC) 
5:00 p.m. 
     Coffee (Home of Ellen & John 
     O’Dwyer) 

6     7      
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah  
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 

8   Yom Yerushalayim     
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

9     10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

11  
 
 

12     Mother’s Day 
 

 

13 
 

14      Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
Shavuot Tikkun 

 
Erev Shavuot 

15          Shavuot  
(Hakafa Office Closed) 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor Service 
 

 

16  
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
 
 

 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service and  
Confirmation Ceremony (WCH) 

18 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m. 
Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services 
(NSUMC) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

19   
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Congregation Annual Meeting (TC) 

 

20 
 

21  
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
     5:00 p.m. – Hebrew School  
                          Graduation 
 
  

22  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
High School Seniors 
Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

25  
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Matt Adler (AM) 
 
 

 

26       

 

 

27    Memorial Day  
 

28 
 
 
 
 
  

29 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

31 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Peter Office ………………………………...…………...………………President 

Jeff Rosenberg…..……………………………………..….………Vice President 

Rachel Lee………...………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

John Thomason…....………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 

Scott Lowtwait.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Mark Kaufmann...……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
April 2013 
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