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D’varim 

They Took a Selfie There!?! 
 

 The New York Times reported last week1 that Detroit’s Zekelman Holocaust Center had to rework 
a number of its exhibits. Apparently, visitors were taking selfies in front of mannequins that were costumed 
in Nazi uniforms. Others were taking selfies while giving the Nazi salute next to a life-sized photo of Hitler. 
The article goes on to report the need of the Auschwitz Museum’s staff to post a sign asking people to stop 
taking selfies of themselves “balancing like gymnasts on the train tracks that had brought rail cars filled with 
Jews to the camp.”2 

As shocking as this may seem, it is a behavior that has been a long time in the making. 
Rona and I took a backpacking trip through Europe after our junior year in college. The impetus was 

for us to go to Dachau to see where my father had spent the majority of his time during the Holocaust. 
Many images from the day we visited there have stuck with me for the thirty-six years since we went; a few 
still have me shaking my head. 
 “Barrack X,” the innocuous name of the building that held the gas chamber and newer crematoria 
of Dachau, is located on the opposite end of the camp from its main entrance. During the war, it was hidden 
behind a wall in a restricted SS encampment. Though completed in 1942, and for reasons unknown to this 
day, the gas chamber was never used. The crematoria, however, burned continually from the minute the 
first one was built in a separate building in 1940 until the end of the war five years later.  
 It takes a while to walk to Barrack X. You first have to meander through the museum located in 
what was the processing center at the camp. From there, you walk past a memorial and into the expansive 
plaza where inmate rollcalls took place. Next comes the long line of empty rows that once housed the 
barracks. Only one of the barracks remains standing - the one where my grandfather was detained after he 
was transferred to Dachau many months after my father’s arrival.  
 After passing a row of obelisks at the far end of the camp, the 1960s-era Carmelite convent 
constructed just beyond it, and a guard tower that causes you to shudder even decades after its use, you 
finally get to Barrack X. Rona and I entered it with a bit of trepidation. I remember it as dark and dank, 
especially in contrast to the bright, sunny sky that enveloped the blooming trees that lined both sides of the 
path leading to it. We stayed quiet as we inched our way through the building, words seeming to desecrate 
the memories of the bodies so brutally erased from there. 
 And then it happened.  
 Our reverence was interrupted by the bickering of a middle-aged couple trying to take a photo of 
themselves against the gas-chamber wall. They couldn’t decide how to stand or what their facial 
expressions should be. They wanted to figure out the best angle for their photo-op … in a gas chamber. 
They were using a flash camera – iPhones were still years from being invented - and they were trying to do 
this alone. Thank God they didn’t ask us to snap the picture for them. It was the first selfie I had ever seen. 
 I hope they enjoy the picture they took. 
 I actually don’t mind selfies. I have been known to take a few myself, though my family insists I am 
really bad at it. I fear, however, that our obsession with ourselves is leading us to disrespect the spaces we 
occupy, the people with whom we occupy them, and the history that calls forth from them. When our visits 
to sites with dark histories become chances to trivialize the real trauma that took place at them, when a 
self-portrait is more important to us than the actual moment we are trying to capture, and when we think we 
are being cute or funny or provocative when we are, in fact, realizing our most immature, self-degrading, 
offensive selves, we chip further away at whatever fabric of society we desperately wish still exists. 

Willful naivete leads to indifference, and indifference is the harbinger of malice to the world. I wish 
that were written on every selfie we took. 

Picture it, if you would. 
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

-------------------------------- 
1 https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/26/arts/design/zekelman-holocaust-center-detroit.html 
2 ibid. 
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Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847  8216  0504 

 
Please join us on Saturdays, February 3 and 17 at 
9:00 a.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) for this hour-
long service and study. The service will also be 
accessible via Zoom for those who are not able to 
participate in-person. Our Shabbat Morning Minyan 
is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to attend.   
 

Friday Evening Services  
Zoom Meeting ID: 292 137 266 

 

All are invited to join us for our weekly Friday Evening 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service. All services take place in Room 
101 at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka) AND via Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266) 
unless otherwise noted below. 

 
February 2    Shabbat Yitro 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 18:1 – 20:23 
  Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1 – 7:6, 9:5 – 6 
   
February 9 Shabbat Mishpatim 
7:30 p.m.    Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1 – 24:18  

Haftarah: Jeremiah 34:8 – 22 
  

February 16    Shabbat T’rumah 
7:30 p.m.     Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1− 27:19 

Haftarah: I Kings 5:26 – 6:13  
Note Different Location: Winnetka Congregational Church 
and Zoom 

  
February 23 Shabbat T’tzaveh 
5:30 p.m.     Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20 – 30:10 

  Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10 – 27 
Note Early Start Time on the Last Friday of the Month 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
  

 

Hosts Needed for  
Friday Night Onegs 

 
Hosting a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat is a 
wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one 
on his/her yahrzeit or to celebrate a b’nai mitzvah, 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion 
with the congregation. Volunteers are needed to 
host our weekly Onegs through May! Click here 
for all of the details/instructions needed to host: 
www.tinyurl.com/HakafaOnegInstructions23.  
 
To volunteer to host, sign up online at this link 
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting 
Gayle Inbinder and Jill Mihailovic-Sternberg 
(oneg@hakafa.org).  

Hakafa Rosh Chodesh Gathering 
 
Join us for our Rosh Chodesh Adar gathering on Thursday, 
February 8 at 7:30 p.m. at Yogaview (1231 Green Bay Road, 
Wilmette).  
 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED! To participate, sign up at 
this link: https://forms.gle/Y8VYP4K4d5EfJEzC8.     
 
Inspired by the Jewish ritual of Rosh Chodesh (literally 
"head/start of the month"), a celebration marking the start of a 
new lunar month, this gathering offers a space for us to come 
together each new moon to reset, reflect, and connect in a 
restorative evening steeped in the loving power of community. 
Become grounded in the spiritual energy of the month, gain 
insight into how the themes of the month are shaping your life, 
and enjoy the intimacy of a candlelit space where you will be 
seen and heard with compassion.  
 
While this gathering is focused on those 18 years old and 
beyond who identify as women or nonbinary, people of all 
gender expressions are welcome to come learn and help 
elevate these voices.  
 
Future Rosh Chodesh Gatherings will be March 14 and 
April 11.  
 
 

 

Early Shabbat Service on the Last Friday 
of Each Month  

 
Join us on Friday, February 23 for our second 
“bedtime-friendly” Shabbat service at Hakafa! 
Services will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House on the last Friday of the 
month. This will be a regular service, and it will 
enable families with young children to have a Friday 
night Shabbat experience with the rest of our 
congregational community. A rug with toddler toys 
will be available. Please note: This will be in 
place of our regular 7:30 p.m. service. We hope 
you will be there! 

 
Join Us for Another Kumzits 

 
“Kumzits” is a compound-word in Hebrew derived 
from the Yiddish words “kum” (come) and “zits” (sit). 
The word is used to describe an evening gathering 
where we come together and sing. Join us on 
Saturday, February 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Curt’s Café 
(1766 Second Street, Highland Park) for Havdallah 
Hakafa style! We will sing, schmooze, nosh, and 
warm ourselves with music on a cold winter night. 
Bring friends and your voices, hands, feet, and 
musical instruments, if you’d like! 
 



SundaySunday
SingalongsSingalongs

Mr. Will’s Mr. Will’s 
2/25, 3/3,
3/10, 3/17

www.hakafa.org

11:00 AM - 
12:00 PM

Congregation Hakafa presents

Tots 0-4 and their grown ups are invited to join Mr. Will Fancher from
the Old Town School of Folk Music for a 4-session Jewish music circle!

Each session we will sing, play, and conclude with bagels and cream cheese!

$72 per family OR free with Hakafa Chai enrollment.

Advance

registration is

required, and

space is limited.

Glencoe
location will be

provided upon
registration.

To register for Sunday Singalongs, go to: www.tinyurl.com/HakafaSingalongs

Looking for more tot programs?
Enroll in Hakafa Chai for free access to all our events!

For more information, go to:
www.tinyurl.com/HakafaChai
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Member News  

SAVE THE DATE:  
Hakafa’s 40th Anniverary Celebration Weekend: April 12 – 14 

 
Make sure to mark your calendars for the April 12-14 weekend, as Hakafa turns 40. We are 
gearing up for a grand anniversary celebration from Friday evening through Sunday afternoon with 
many opportunities to come together, reminisce about our origin, and joyfully anticipate our future. 

 

Calling all Hakafa Artists and Musicians  
for Hakafa’s Anniversary Reception on April 13 

We are planning an anniversary reception on Saturday, April 13, and have chosen a large, well-
laid-out space for musical performances and an art display. If you are a musician or an artist who 
wants to share your talent, or want to help organize the event, please contact  Janet Lubetkin 
(janetlubetkin@gmail.com) or Betsy Hersher (betsyhersher@gmail.com). 

 

 

 
 Up Close with Kibbutz Kissufim  

 

Members of Beth Emet, Temple Beth Israel, Congregation Hakafa, and Oak Park Temple have been working together 
to provide Kibbutz Kissufim with the financial resources for much-needed, ongoing trauma counseling and related 
activities for the community’s children.  On Saturday, February 3, at 12:30 p.m., we will hear a live update by Zoom 
from members of Kissufim, including about their current circumstances, challenges and hopes, and thoughts about what 
the future may hold.  

Use the following Zoom link to attend: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81858561921?pwd=4DQwj8R2KoR64Qd2bnzuvY0CL2V0tV.1  
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Thank You to: 
 

Judy Rose-Epstein and Bonnie Koven for coordinating 
and providing a wonderful and delicious Congregational 
Tu B’Shvat Seder 

Congregational Meeting 
Zoom Meeting ID: 850 3496 3619 

 
All Hakafa members are invited and encouraged to 
attend our next Congregation Meeting in person at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) or via 
Zoom on Sunday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m.  
 
Please contact our President, Barbara Miller 
(president@hakafa.org), with any questions. 

 

Condolences to: 
 

Fran Lowtwait and family on the loss of her husband and 
founding Hakafa member, Scott Lowtwait 
 
Jeffrey Sheffield and family, on the loss of his brother 
James Sheffield.  
 
Debra Zisook and family on the loss of her mother, 
Roberta Busch 
 
 

 

Mazal Tov to: 
 

Barb and Larry Scott on the birth of their grandchild, June 
Rose Scott, to Byron Scott and Jules Johnson 
 
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed your 
simcha. Please let us know so that we can include it next 
month. 
 
As always, if you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, 
or the like – please let us know (admin@hakafa.org) so 
that we can share your joy with our congregational 
community. 
 

Please Help Us in Welcoming  
our New Members: 

 
Jenna and Jonathan Siegel and their children,  

Tavi and Shai 

Relief from Financial Stress  
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship and could 
use a little help, please reach out to Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854). We have funds to 
assist you. 

Member News (continued) 

Volunteers Needed to Help with Shmira 
 
When a family member has died, Hakafa's Chevra 
Kadisha has been providing something called shmira. 
Shmira is a way of honoring the deceased by reading 
texts from the time the body has been prepared for burial 
until the funeral. Traditionally, this is done in their 
presence or at the funeral home, however, during the 
pandemic we introduced the option of reading from our 
homes. Reading choices can include Psalms, poetry, 
essays or anything you find meaningful. Also, if there is 
someone proficient in using online sign-up programs, we 
could use your help. 
 
This is, thankfully, an infrequent need, but it has been 
shown to be worthwhile for the families of the deceased 
as well as for those performing shmira. We'd like to 
invite all members of Hakafa to consider participating 
in this practice.  
 
If you are interested in learning more or in adding your 
name to a contact list when shmira is requested, contact 
Deborah Brown (dmb9476@gmail.com) or Linda 
Gordon (lhrgordon@gmail.com). 
 
 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots 
 
Information regarding Hakafa’s green cemetery section 
at Willow Lawn is available on our website 
(www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-cycle-
events/death/endlife-resources/cemetery-options). 
Green burial is more environmentally friendly than 
standard burial. We have very few available full plots 
within our section, plus several plots for the burial 
of cremains. Please contact Deborah Brown 
(dmb9476@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 

Congregation Directory 
 

The 2023-2024 Congregation Hakafa Directory is 
currently being updated and will be delivered later this 
month. Please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) with any changes and/or updates.  
 

 
 

Chesed 
 
The Hebrew word for loving kindness is chesed, and the 
Chesed Committee responds to a wide range of 
situations and events that occur in the lives of our 
congregants. We are in need of more volunteers and 
are asking for people to sign up to help at this link: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYe8O
GJYjguZGn_LgSZXyM6vVSoCtJtMJmrqyxH0zuGcs4
pg/viewform.  
 
If you have questions or comments, contact Beth 
McCullough (mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com) or 
Camille De Frank (camilledefrank@gmail.com). 
 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYe8OGJYjguZGn_LgSZXyM6vVSoCtJtMJmrqyxH0zuGcs4pg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYe8OGJYjguZGn_LgSZXyM6vVSoCtJtMJmrqyxH0zuGcs4pg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYe8OGJYjguZGn_LgSZXyM6vVSoCtJtMJmrqyxH0zuGcs4pg/viewform
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Note from the Director of Education    

 

We begin this month on Sunday, February 4. Our 

Kindergarten through 4th grade students have 

been enjoying their new “Bible Broadway” Chug, 

and our 5th/6th graders have been doing “Hebrew 

for Fun” in addition to their regular studies. Our 7/8th 

graders have been having a few sessions with 

Rabbi Elder and will be learning a bisel (a little) 

Yiddish with Bibi! 

 

Calendar Alert: Please note that we will be off on 

Sunday, February 18, which is the President’s Day 

holiday weekend. In addition, we WILL have 

Religious School on Sunday, February 25. 

 

Parents and students will be packing sandwiches 

for The Night Ministry during the morning service on 

Sunday, February 25. 

 

Our 9th-11th graders will have class on February, 11. 

We are so excited for our high school students who 

will be taking a trip at the end of this month 

(February 22-25) to experience Jewish New York 

City. We can’t wait to hear all about their 

adventures! 

 

Stay warm and have a great February! 

 

L’shalom,  

Bibi 

 

 

 

 

Calendar Alert:  
 

• Religious School will be off on Sunday, 

February 18 for Presidents’ Day Weekend.  

• We WILL have Religious School on Sunday, 

February 25. 

• Hebrew School will meet on every Tuesday 

this month. 

 

              Introducing . . . 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hakafa Chai (Chai stands for Chavurat Yeladim, 

meaning a "community of children") - is a new 

network of families (members and non-members) 

with tots 4 and younger who come together 

throughout the year for Jewish tot programming 

across the north shore. 

 

Families with tots who enroll in Hakafa Chai and 

pay the small registration fee receive...  

 

 Free participation in all Hakafa Chai 

programming (February through June) 

which includes:  

 

 4 sessions of Mr. Wills’s Sunday 

Singalong with Bagels 

 The Prince of Egypt for Tots special 

Passover program 

 4 sessions of Tot Shabbat at Giggles 

Play 

 2 Ice Cream Havdallahs 

 Full support from Rabbi Calamaro and 

Rabbi Elder for any pastoral needs that 

may arise for their family  

 

 A Hakafa Chai t-shirt for their tot/s  

If you know a family who might be interested in 

Hakafa Chai, please let them know about it.  

 

All details and enrollment information can be 

found at www.tinyurl.com/HakafaChai. 

 

Questions? 

Feel free to reach out to Rabbi Calamaro at 

rabbianna@hakafa.org. 
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Yiddish Class 
Zoom Meeting ID: 863 6421 5324 

 
Our Yiddish Class continues to meet both in-
person and via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
evenings. We will meet at the home of Ellen and 
Henry Criz (545 Green Bay Road, Highland Park) 
on February 5 & 26 and at the home of Sharon 
and Eugene Gutan (627 Leamington, Wilmette) 
on February 12 & 19.  
 
Students of all ages are welcome - no prior 
knowledge of Yiddish is necessary. Each class is 
a self-contained unit, and anyone can join at any 
time and have fun and learn.  
 
Contact Sharon Gutan (gutan627@comcast.net), 
Betsy Hersher (betsyhersher@gmail.com) or 
Ellen Criz (hecriz@sbcglobal.net) for more 
information. 
 

 
 

Adult Education  

Sunday Morning Adult Education  
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 

 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both 
congregational and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and 
expertise.  
 
Class meets on Sunday mornings from 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. We will meet both in-person in 
Community Room 1 at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) and via Zoom. Come early for a 
cup of coffee and to schmooze, and grab a bagel at noon before leaving. 
 
February 4:  
 
Join Rabbi Calamaro for the last in her four-session series titled “Sex and The Sages: 50 Shades of Talmud.” What 
do the sages have to say about the birds and the bees? How does Judaism view intercourse and intimacy? In our 
exploration of "50 shades of Talmud," together we will encounter euphemisms for sex, rabbinic pornography and 
prostitution, Shabbat sex, birth control and procreation, the evil inclination, consent, and many other shocking topics that 
might give your grandmother a heart attack. Join Rabbi Calamaro for the last of this 4-part series that will guide us from 
Adam and Eve all the way to modern ways of confronting issues that happen behind closed doors. Come see our sages 
at their best... and worst... in this series that is sure to keep you on the edge of your seat! All are welcome to join us – 
even if you missed the first three sessions!  

 
February 25: 
 
Join Rabbi Reni Dickman for “The Connection Between Law and Love: Two Core Jewish Values.” As Reform Jews, 
we do not often have in-depth conversations about the details of Jewish law. We translate mitzvah as a good deed 
rather than a commandment. But law is central to Jewish thought and practice. How can we, as Reform Jews, 
understand the value of law as an expression of love? What is the connection between law and love? Together we will 
explore these two core Jewish values and how they complement each other.  
 
Rabbi Reni Dickman is Senior Jewish Educator at JUF and the Executive Vice President of the Chicago Board of 
Rabbis. Before taking on these roles, she taught at Rochelle Zell Jewish High School and the Chicago Jewish Day 
School. She previously served as the rabbi at Sinai Temple in Michigan City, Indiana, and also was the Director of 
InterfaithFamily Chicago. 

Hakafa Book Group 
  

All are welcome to join Hakafa's Book Group! We meet at 1:30 
p.m. at the Northbrook Public Library bimonthly on the 
second Sunday of alternate months.  
 
Our next gathering will take place on Sunday, February 11 
when we will be discussing The Secret Chord by Geraldine 
Brooks. We hope you’ll start reading now and plan to join us in 
February!  
 
Contact Allison Blakley (4everblakley@gmail.com) or David 
Levinson (levinson@lakeforest.edu) with any questions. 
 

 

mailto:gutan627@comcast.net
mailto:betsyhersher@gmail.com
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Adult Education  (continued) 

Musar Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
Musar is a long-standing tradition of exploring Jewish ethics with a particular focus on character formation. Join Rabbi 
Elder via Zoom on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to delve into selections from the Musar tradition, in 
text and in practice. The goal of the class is to not only take a more academic approach to Jewish ethics and ethical 
literature, but also to use some of the techniques of the Musar Movement (chevruta study, personal reflection time, and 
others) to deepen our own understanding of ourselves and push to live up to the best that is within each one of us.  
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on February 28.  
 

 
 Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study  

Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 
 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder either in-person at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
OR via Zoom for weekly Tanach study on Wednesday 
afternoons from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Each week, we proceed 
through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and 
various interpretations. New participants are always welcome.  
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on February 28 
 
 

Interstitiality and the Current Conflict:  
A Discussion 

Zoom Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 
 
Rabbi Marx called the Jews “the people in between.” His 
analysis of our historical condition, what he named 
“interstitiality,” was both descriptive in its understanding of 
antisemitism and proscriptive in suggesting ways to navigate its 
various manifestations.  
 
What, exactly, does it mean to be a people in between? How do 
Rabbi Marx’s ideas help contextualize the Jewish community’s 
situation in the United States today? How do they deepen our 
understanding of Hamas’ actions on October 7? And how do 
they help us move forward?  
 
Join us on Thursday, February 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
or via Zoom for a discussion on these timely questions. 
 
 

Tuesday Evening Tanach Study  
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 

 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder via Zoom for 
weekly Tanach study on Tuesday evenings, from 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. Each week, we proceed 
through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its 
content and various interpretations. New 
participants are always welcome.  
 
Please Note:  
Class on the first Tuesday of each month 
(February 6) will meet in-person at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) and via Zoom. 
 
Class will NOT meet on February 27.  

 
 Lattes & Limmud Class 

Zoom Meeting ID: 883 3216 9148 
 
All are invited to join Rabbi Calamaro once 
each month (usually on the second Thursday of 
the month) for lively discussion on a variety of 
topics. We will meet this month on Thursday, 
January 11 from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. both in-
person at the home of Cookie and Ned 
Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe) and via 
Zoom. We hope you will join us! 
 

 

Midrash Class 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 865 5571 6045 

 
Join us either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom 
on Tuesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to study midrash with Rabbi Calamaro. Midrash is the creative, 
interpretative process of the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible 
- its lessons, it messages, its practical applications, and its relevance to them throughout time. Through the study of 
midrash, we will see how much of our understanding of the biblical text has been influenced by theirs.  
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on February 27. 
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Social Action  
 

Jewish Community Resources 
 
The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should you need support. 
Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-
745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive 
to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-
programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or 
serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 
 
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 
services to the Chicago Jewish Community.  
 

Clothing Needed  
 
Hakafa is collecting these specific items for people who are unhoused: 
 
• Men's sweatpants, sweatshirts, hoodies in dark colors in sizes M, L, XL, XXL (new or gently used in good 

condition) 
• Men's and women's underwear and long underwear (new) 

 
Please bring items to the lobby of Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) where there are well-marked bins 
that say “The Night Ministry.” The bins will be there through the end of this month. The Night Ministry will distribute 
these items to people who need them. Contact Janet Lubetkin (janetlubetkin@gmail.com) with questions.  

 

Share Your Skills with our Second Nurture Cohort  
  

In 2023 the Hakafa Community offered amazing support to Second Nurture (www.2nurture.org)! Our 15-families strong 
cohort continues to grow and develop with the love and support of Congregation Hakafa and Temple Jeremiah.  
 
Families often need tutoring help, occupational help, guidance in getting a child a 504 plan at school, someone to work 
with their child musically, legal guidance, childcare for cohort meetings, arts and craft work, etc.  
 
This link will allow you to tell us how you might be available to help in the future. We hope you will take a few 
moments to complete the information: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyFOFOUuUnTF85jb6g10ds3JssiRiw3-
QOk5QXZpDRyJsY2Q/viewform.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Hakafa member, Beth McCullough (beth@2nurture.org).  
 

http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
mailto:janetlubetkin@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyFOFOUuUnTF85jb6g10ds3JssiRiw3-QOk5QXZpDRyJsY2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyFOFOUuUnTF85jb6g10ds3JssiRiw3-QOk5QXZpDRyJsY2Q/viewform


 
 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar              February 2024 – Sh’vat / Adar I 5784 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

  

 
 

1       
 
9:00-10:00 am 
Kadima Trip to American Writers Museum 
 
6:30 pm 
Interstitiality and the Current Conflict: A 
Discussion (NSUMC & Zoom) 

2  

 

 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

3 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
6:30 pm 
Kumzits (Curt’s Café, Highland Park) 

4    
 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Religious School 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (TC) – Rabbi Anna Calamaro:  
Sex and The Sages: 50 Shades of Talmud IV 
 
2:00-3:30 pm 
Confirmation Class (NSUMC) 

5     
 
 
 
 

 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class 
(Home of Ellen & Henry Criz) 

6 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 

 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 

7 
 
10:00 am 
Musar Class (Zoom) 
 

1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 

8 
 
9:00-10:00 am 
Lattes & Limmud 
(Home of Cookie and Ned Robertston) 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Rosh Chodesh Gathering 
(Yogaview) 

9 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Religious School 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 
 

1:00-2:30 
9th-11th Grade Class Session III 
 

1:30 pm 
Book Group (Northbrook Public Library) 
 

2:30-3:00 pm 
High School NY Trip Meeting 

12 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class 
(Home of Sharon & Eugene Gutan) 

13 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom) 

14   
 
10:00 am 
Musar Class (Zoom) 

 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 

15      Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16    
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(Winnetka Congregational Church & 
Zoom) 

17 
 

9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 

18      

 

19     Presidents’ Day 

 
 
 

 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class 
(Home of Sharon & Eugene Gutan) 

20    

 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom) 

21 
 
10:00 am 
Musar Class (Zoom) 

 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 

22    High School Trip to Jewish NYC      23    High School Trip to Jewish NYC       
 

 
 
 

 
 
5:30 pm (NOTE EARLY START TIME) 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

24    High School Trip to Jewish NYC      

25    High School Trip to Jewish NYC       
 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Religious School 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (TC) – Rabbi Reni Dickman 
 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Tot Sunday Singalong 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class 
(Home of Ellen & Henry Criz) 

27 
 
 

 
 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 

28 
 

29  

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congregation Hakafa 
Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 

Phone: 847-242-0687  
Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  

Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 
 

Barbara Miller……..………………………………………………………………….………………………….President 
Janet Lubetkin.....…………………...…………………………………...………………………….Vice President 
Mike McCullough..……………………………………..………….…..................Operations Treasurer 
Allison Blakley.………………………………………………………….………………………................Secretary 
Joli Fridman………………………………………………………………………………Membership Treasurer 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Bruce Elder……………………….....……………….Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Anna Calamaro……………………………..Rabbi (847-826-1291 or rabbianna@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…...................Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…………….Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky..........................The Circle (847-732-7656 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection with 

Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 

The Circle  

February 2024 
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