
 

HAKAFA WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WEEK OF MARCH 15, 2023 
 
 
PASSOVER IS COMING! 
This year, Passover begins at sundown on Wednesday, April 5. We hope you will celebrate 
Passover with Hakafa. Note the reservation deadlines below to send a Passover Care Package 

to your undergrad or to reserve a spot at our in-person Congregational Second-Night Seder. All 
details for celebrating Passover with Hakafa this year can be found here: 
https://images.shulcloud.com/13470/uploads/uploaded_files/pdfs/PassoverPages2023.pdf  
 

*Congregational Second-Night Seder – RESERVATION DEADLINE: MARCH 24. 
Thursday, April 6, 6:00 PM 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka 
Please join us either in-person or via Zoom for our annual Second-Night Passover Seder! 

Members and their guests are cordially invited to attend this very festive and always 
memorable event. Expect a traditional seder service, lively music, and wonderful 

companionship. (The in-person meal is catered, and there is a fee to participate. 
Scholarships are available. There is no fee to participate via Zoom.) 
 

To reserve your spot for the in-person seder, make your reservation online by March 
24: https://tinyurl.com/HakafaSeder23. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Unfortunately this year, due to higher costs for food and labor, we 

cannot accommodate any reservations or cancellations received after March 
24th. If you are interested in participating, please make your reservation ASAP. Thank 
you for your understanding! 

 
If you have any questions, or if you prefer to make your reservation over the phone, 

please contact Amy Acri (jacri3@comcast.net) or Judy Rose-Epstein 
(missyepstein@att.net).  
 

*Send a Passover Care Package to your Undergrad – ORDER DEADLINE IS TODAY 
If your undergrad is away from home and on campus this term, send them a Passover 

care package! Hakafa member, Karen Berman, will prepare and mail care packages 
(which will include items like matzah, candy, snacks, a letter from Rabbi Elder, etc.) to 
remind our college undergrads who are away from home that they are an important part 

of our Hakafa family and that we are thinking of them. Scholarships are available. 
 
Place your order online by March 15: https://tinyurl.com/HakafaPassoverBox23 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Hakafa member, Karen Berman 

(k.lieberman@sbcglobal.net).  
 

*Sign up to Volunteer with Maot Chitim on 3/19 and/or 3/26 
In preparation for Passover, join Chicago’s Jewish Community in fulfilling the mitzvah of 
Maot Chitim by packing and/or delivering boxes of food and other holiday necessities to 

Jewish families and individuals who are struggling with food insecurity. There are three 
different volunteering options, and pre-registration is required:  

 
 



 

Pre-Packing Boxes - Sunday, March 19  
Volunteers are needed in the morning to assemble boxes and to put non-perishable food 

items in the packages at the warehouse*. Volunteers must be at least 12 years old. To 
sign up for pre-packing on 3/19, please contact Wendy Levy (wlevy@maotchitim.org).   

 
Packing and Loading Boxes on Delivery Day – Sunday, March 26  
On the day the packages are delivered, volunteers are needed to help complete the 

packaging by putting perishable food items into the packages and loading the packages 
into cars at the warehouse*. Volunteers must be at least 12 years old and are needed as 

early as 6:00 AM. To sign up to pack/load on 3/26, click here: 
https://calendly.com/maotchitim2/packing-loading-maot-chitim-
passover23?month=2023-03 

 
Delivering Boxes - Sunday, March 26  
Help is needed to deliver the packed boxes of food and other holiday necessities to Jewish 
homes. Pickup times at the warehouse* run every 15 minutes from 9:00 to 10:45 AM. 
Come with your car (especially large cars and vans) and families – and make sure to 

empty out your trunk! Children of all ages are welcome to participate. To sign up to make 
deliveries on 3/26, click here: https://calendly.com/jstoliar/driver-for-maot-chitim-

passover-delivery-23.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Maot Chitim at info@maotchitim.org or 847-
674-3224.  
 

* The warehouse located at the former Toys R Us in Highland Park (1610 Deerfield Road).  
 

Hakafa on Social Media! 
Over the past few weeks, you may or may not have noticed a new, more active social media 
presence of Hakafa on your social platforms! This is part of Hakafa’s new social media initiative 

to grow our presence in the greater Jewish community, but more importantly to keep our 
community up-to-date and active in all we do. 

 
Hakafa needs YOUR help in growing our social network! Many of you are already 
interacting very positively with our posts, stories, and reels; however, we wanted to provide a 

few helpful tips to our community that can help you stay involved online. 
 

Instagram:  
Instagram is a photo and video sharing app owned by Facebook. If you are signed up for 
Facebook, you can sign up for Instagram through your Facebook account. Follow 

@congregation.hakafa, along with any of your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers 
(anyone you want to have in your network).  

 
It helps Hakafa tremendously if you like our posts, and even leave a comment if you feel 
so inclined. Sharing one of our posts or reels to your story is also much appreciated, as 

then it reaches your network. 
 

Parents with teenage/adult children: Share @congregation.hakafa with your children. 
They likely already use Instagram and are more active with this app. We would love to get 
our younger members involved! 

 
 

 



 

If you are hesitant to add another form of social media, no worries!  
We post everything that is on Instagram to Facebook, as well, and can keep you involved 

through there! Be sure to “Like” Congregation Hakafa on Facebook so that you see 
our posts. Then, liking, commenting, and sharing our posts are just as valuable on 

Facebook. Share our content with your children, and even your grandchildren, if you have 
them!  

 

Points on the Circle:  
Our podcast, Points on the Circle, returns to YouTube in April with all new episodes! Have 

an interesting story? Would you like to schmooze with Rabbi Elder? Contact him 
(rabbi@hakafa.org) about appearing on a future episode! All new/past episodes are 
available here: https://youtube.com/@pointsonthecirclepodcast5061  

 
This is all an effort to keep our community as connected as possible, while growing and 

progressing with the times of the world. We appreciate any and all interactions with our social 
media! 
 

Any questions regarding Hakafa’s social media, feel free to email potchakafa@gmail.com.  
 

Info Meeting about Congregation Trip to Morocco – IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
Thursday, March 23, 7:00 PM 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82154840291?pwd=M3N3WFNRMGI3R0IrTDQ0WDBJMzF
Mdz09 
Meeting ID: 821 5484 0291 
Hakafa is heading to Morocco October 25-November 4, 2023! Get ready for a meaningful 
Jewish journey through Morocco. We will be immersed in Jewish culture both past and present. 
We will learn about Morocco's rich Jewish heritage while exploring the four imperial cities of 

Morocco and we will enjoy Shabbat services with local families at synagogues in both Marrakech 
and Casablanca. We will also experience the essence of Morocco's local cuisine, get lost in the 

exotic souks (markets) and have time to enjoy excursions to the picturesque Atlas mountains 
and the famous blue city of Chefchaoen. Click here for a tentative itinerary 
(https://images.shulcloud.com/13470/uploads/uploaded_files/pdfs/Morocco.pdf). 
 
Want to learn more? Come to this information meeting either in-person or via Zoom! 
 
Musar Class – VIA ZOOM ONLY 
Wednesday, March 15, 10:00 AM 
Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/242631590?pwd=a25iT0tuZzZiR1I1cTNGcU4xKzIzUT09  
Meeting ID: 242 631 590 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Please join Rabbi Elder via Zoom for our Musar Class. Musar is a long-standing tradition of 

exploring Jewish ethics with a particular focus on character formation. Join Rabbi Elder to delve 
into selections from the Musar tradition, in text and in practice. The goal of the class is to not 

only take a more academic approach to Jewish ethics and ethical literature, but also to use some 
of the techniques of the Musar Movement (chavruta study, personal reflection time, and others) 
to deepen our own understanding of ourselves and push to live up to the best that is within each 

one of us. 
 
 



 

Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study – VIA ZOOM ONLY THIS WEEK 
Wednesday, March 15, 1:00-2:30 PM 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/813358443  
Meeting ID: 813 358 443 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Join us via Zoom only this week for weekly Tanach Study! Each Wednesday afternoon we 
proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various interpretations. 

 
Tutoring for Citizenship Exam - VIA ZOOM ONLY 
Wednesday, March 15, 7:00 PM 
Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83849184108?pwd=Q3RKNHJWRlBRS20wdXpjNGhOdWJ
0dz09 
Meeting ID: 838 4918 4108 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
There will be a follow up Zoom meeting of the volunteers interested in tutoring for the 
citizenship exam. There is still time to get involved. This is a chance to make a real difference in 

people’s lives, and it can be done remotely. If you are interested, please contact Barbara 
Anderson (caabaa16@gmail.com).  

 
Shabbat – March 17-18 
Shabbat HaChodesh - Parshat Vayak’heil-P’kudei 
Torah Portion: Exodus 35:1- 40:38 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-25 

 
Shabbat Service – IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
Friday, March 17, 7:30 PM 
Room 101 at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/292137266  
Meeting ID: 292 137 266 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Please join us either in-person or via Zoom for our Shabbat Service. Tory May will be our 
Service Leader and Musical Guest.   

 

For those participating via Zoom, go to this link for a copy of our Friday Evening 
Siddur (prayer book): 

https://images.shulcloud.com/13470/uploads/uploaded_files/pdfs/Shabbatservicefo
rhome1.pdf. You should either print it out ahead of time or have it up on another 
screen during our service. 

 
Religious School 
Sunday, March 19, 10:00-11:45 AM 
Religious School continues this Sunday. Please contact Bibi (education@hakafa.org) or Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org) with any questions. 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Education – IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
Sunday, March 19, 10:15-11:45 AM 
Community Room 1 at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87130675137?pwd=UE8xbG1uYUpyVWQ1NFNiYUxodHY4
QT09  
Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 



 

To Dial-In: 312-626-6799 
 
Sunday Morning Adult Education is Back In-Person (and will still be available via Zoom 
as well)! Come early for a cup of coffee, a snack, and to schmooze. 
 
All Hakafa adults are invited to join us for this last of three sessions during which Dr. David 
Shyovitz will present “Visual Midrash? Decoding Medieval Jewish Art.” We hope you will 

join us, even if you missed the first two sessions! 
 

David Shyovitz is Associate Professor of History at Northwestern University, and Director of the 
Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel Studies. His research and teaching focus on pre-
modern Jewish cultural and intellectual history, with a particular emphasis on Jewish-Christian 

relations. He is the author of A Remembrance of His Wonders: Nature and the Supernatural in 
Medieval Ashkenaz. 

 
Yiddish Class – IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
Monday, March 20, 7:00 PM 
Home of Ellen and Henry Criz (545 Green Bay Road, Highland Park) 
Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86364215324?pwd=RlR6MjBGQm1VRXp3QWxDRnR4Zm
NyUT09 
Meeting ID: 863 6421 5324 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Our Yiddish class continues this Monday in-person and via Zoom. It’s not too late to join the 

class! Please contact Betsy Hersher (betsyhersher@gmail.com) or Sharon Gutan 
(gutan627@comcast.net) with questions or for more information. 

 
Midrash Class – IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
Tuesday, March 21, 10:00 AM 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/696226468 
Meeting ID: 696 226 468 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Join us either in-person or via Zoom to study midrash with Rabbi Elder. Midrash is the creative, 

interpretative process of the rabbis over generations. 
 
Hebrew School 
Tuesday, March 21, 4:15-5:30 PM 
Hebrew School continues this Tuesday. Please contact Bibi (education@hakafa.org) or Rona 

(admin@hakafa.org) with any questions. 
 
Budget and Finance Committee Meeting – IN-PERSON ONLY 
Tuesday, March 21, 7:00 PM 
Home of Mike and Beth McCullough (890 Dorncliff Lane, Buffalo Grove) 
All are invited to the next Budget and Finance Committee Meeting. If you plan to attend, please 
let Mike McCullough (treasurer@hakafa.org) know.  

 
Tuesday Evening Tanach Study - VIA ZOOM ONLY 
Tuesday, March 21, 7:30-8:45 PM 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/662730822 
Meeting ID: 662 730 822 



 

To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Join us either in-person or via Zoom for weekly Tanach Study! Each Tuesday evening, we 

proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various interpretations 
with Rabbi Elder. 

 
Kesher Gathering 
Wednesday, March 22, 7:00 PM 
Curt’s Café (1766 Second Street, Highland Park) 
Join us to schmooze, nosh, and and have a hot drink. We hope you will be there!  

 
Many Hakafa members have been living their congregation experience through their children. As 
their children move away, they begin asking how to engage in our community for themselves. 

Kesher (Hebrew for “Connection”) allows members in this demography to get to know one 
another, share ideas, and create new and deep relationships. Though geared toward new, 

recent, or soon-to-be empty nesters, all Hakafa members are invited to join us. 
 
Group Tour of Hakafa’s Willow Lawn Green Cemetery Section 
Are you interested in seeing Hakafa's Willow Lawn green cemetery section? Please come for a 
group tour on Sunday afternoon March 26. The time will be determined depending on people 

wishing to come, but would be in the 1:00-3:00 PM slot. Please contact Deborah Brown 
(dmb9476@gmail.com) for more information or to indicate you want to come. As always, 

Deborah is also willing to schedule visits individually. 
 
Worship Committee Meeting – IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
Thursday, March 30, 7:00 PM 
Home of Ellen and Henry Criz (545 Green Bay Road, Highland Park) 
Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85212758891?pwd=aXVJVG4yR1Y4dmhLMDdDak5HbWlJ
QT09 
Meeting ID: 852 1275 8891 
To Dial-In (no video): 312-626-6799 
Please join the Worship Committee either in-person or via Zoom to discuss music for the High 
Holidays. If you think you might come, please let Ellen Criz (hecriz@sbcglobal.net) know so that 
we can notify you in the event of last-minute changes. 
 
Hakafa Book Club 

April’s read is Last Summer at the Golden Hotel by Elyssa Friedland. 
All are welcome to join our informal book group dedicated to reading Jewish and Jew-adjacent 
works of fiction and nonfiction. Hakafa member and librarian, David Levinson, will facilitate the 

discussion, and the group meets on the second Sunday of each month via Zoom at 
4:15 PM. Anyone who is interested is welcome to reach out to David (levinson@lakeforest.edu) 

to be added to the email list and to receive the Zoom link information. 
 
Hakafa Turns 40!!! 
Please save the weekend of April 12-14, 2024 for festivities, and contact Marietta Hesdorffer 
(hesdor@aol.com) or Barbara Miller (president@hakafa.org) if you want to help! 
 
Hakafa Movie Group 
Let’s get Hakafa’s Movie Group going again! If you would like to help with any aspect of it -- 

organizing, scheduling, finding movies, food, leading a discussion -- please contact Barbara 
Miller (president@hakafa.org).  
 



 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP/VOLUNTEER: 
 

Third Act Illinois Day of Action – Tuesday, March 21 
Third Act, an organization founded by Bill McKibben, enlists seniors to combat climate 

change and to promote a stronger democracy. They are organizing a National Day of 
Protest on Tuesday, March 21 to highlight the critical role our major banks play in 
funding the fossil fuel industry. In Chicago, Third Act will be protesting at Chase Plaza 

(10 S. Dearborn, Chicago) from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. If you would like to join Hakafa 
member, Anita Goldberg, at the protest, we would love to have Hakafa represented. 

Anyone who is interested can call Anita at 847-363-3866.   
 
Car Seats Needed for Refugee Children 
We are looking for donations of children's car seats for refugee children. Many of these 
children are from Ukraine, and some are from Afghanistan. If you have a car seat that you 

would like to donate, please contact Barb Scott (bams457@gmail.com) who will arrange 
for your donation to be picked up. Thank you! 
 
Oneg Hosts Needed for Friday Evening Shabbat Services 
Hosting a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat is a wonderful way to honor the memory of a 

loved one on his/her yahrzeit or to celebrate a b’nai mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with the congregation. Volunteers are needed to host our 
weekly Onegs now through May!  
 
Click here for all of the details/instructions needed to host: 
www.tinyurl.com/HakafaOnegInstructions  
 
To volunteer to host, sign up online at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-
hosting) or by contacting Gayle Inbinder and Jill Mihailovic-Sternberg 
(oneg@hakafa.org). You can also contact Gayle and Jill for more details. 

 
Join Hakafa to Volunteer at Bubbe Fira’s Food Bank 

Please join other members of our congregation on Wednesday, March 29 from 6:00 to 
7:00 PM as we volunteer with Maot Chitim of Greater Chicago. We will be packing hot 
meals for Shabbat distribution at Chabad F.R.E.E. (2935 W. Devon Avenue, Chicago) for 

Holocaust survivors, seniors living in isolation, and families in need.  
 

You must be registered to volunteer. Please register on the Maot Chitim website at 
this link: https://calendly.com/jstoliar/bubbe-fira-s-food-bank-shabbat-
prep?month=2023-03&date=2023-03-29.   

 
Contact Hakafa member, Laura Prohov (lrprohov@gmail.com), if you have any 

questions. 
 
CONDOLENCES TO: 
John D’Asto and family on the loss of his brother, James D’Asto. 
 
HAKAFA CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022| 
Phone: 847-242-0687 

Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org  
Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  

Rabbi Elder: rabbi@hakafa.org  



 

Bibi Patt, Director of Education: education@hakafa.org  
Rona Elder, Administrator: admin@hakafa.org  

Barbara Miller, Congregation President: president@hakafa.org  
Lori Wilansky, Newsletter Editor: wilanskyl@comcast.net  

 
* If you would like an announcement included in this weekly update, please email your 

announcement to Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org) by Tuesday afternoon. 

 
* If you would like an article included in the monthly newsletter, please contact Lori Wilansky 

(wilanskyl@comcast.net), our volunteer newsletter editor. Articles must be submitted by the 
15th of the month prior to the newsletter’s publication. 

 


