
CONGREGATION HAKAFA 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL/HEBREW SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 2023-24 
 

Religious/Hebrew/High School Education is offered FREE OF CHARGE to current members of Congregation Hakafa. 

Please see the Membership Commitment Form for the 2023-2024 year (www.hakafa.org/membership). 

 

GRADE PROGRAM WHEN or WHAT 

Kindergarten - Grade 2 Religious School Sunday Mornings (10:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3 - 7 
Religious School Sunday Mornings (10:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Hebrew School  Tuesday Afternoons (4:15-5:30 PM) 

Grade 8 Religious School Sunday Mornings (10:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 9-11 High School Program 
4 Classes, 3 Social Action Activities, Kick-off Event, & 

Educational Trip 

Grade 12/Confirmation High School Program 
2 Workshops, 3 Social Action Activities, Kick-off Event, 

Confirmation Class/Prep, and Educational Trip 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL (Grades K-8): 
Our Religious School Program takes place at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) on Sunday 

mornings from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  Our Religious school program is an experienced-based and age-

appropriate program that incorporates students’ interests, talents, and learning styles in order to positively 

engage them in Jewish life.  

 

• Core Curriculum:  

Students will be grouped into mixed-grade classes for weekly core curriculum delivered through hands-

on lessons that inspire deeper thinking and discussion.   

 

o In addition to core curriculum, students in Kindergarten through Grade 6 will participate in 

weekly chugim (specialty workshops) designed to explore Jewish culture and concepts. A variety 

of Chug topics will be explored throughout the year in engaging and creative ways. 

 

o Students in Grades 3-7 will also participate in our Hebrew School Program on Tuesday 

afternoons. Our Hebrew curriculum focuses on language acquisition with emphasis on reading 

fluency, basic conversation, and applications to Torah study and Jewish life. (See Hebrew 

Program details below.) 

 

• Tikkun Olam Activities: 

All students will periodically come together to learn about the Jewish perspective on current issues and 

actively engage in Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) as a united school community. 

 

• All-School Programs and Family Programs: 

Several times throughout the year, students will come together as a whole school community to 

participate in experiential and fun Jewish learning on a specific topic. Some of the programs will also 

include parents/families.  

 

• Field Trips: 

Our goal is for each class to participate in at least one educational field trip (with parents) this year.  

 



HEBREW SCHOOL (Grades 3-7): 
Our Hebrew School Program takes place at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) on Tuesday 

afternoons from 4:15 to 5:30 PM. Hakafa’s Hebrew curriculum focuses on language acquisition with emphasis 

on reading fluency, basic conversation, prayer mastery, and applications to Torah study and Jewish life. 

 

• In order to build our Hebrew School community, each week all students will participate in our Hebrew 

School worship service with Rabbi Elder.  

• In addition to the weekly worship service: 

o Students in Grades 3-6 will be grouped by grade level and will be taught by our staff of expert 

Hebrew teachers for 50 minutes each Tuesday.  

o Students in Grade 7 will meet to study Torah with Rabbi Elder for 50 minutes every other Tuesday. 

The remaining Tuesdays will be left available for our 7th graders to assist with our younger 

students and, if needed, meet with Rabbi Elder to prepare for their upcoming b’nai mitzvah 

service. (Schedule to follow.) 

• In addition to Hebrew School, students preparing for b’nai mitzvah will work with a private tutor. 

o B’nai mitzvah tutoring fees are paid directly to the b’nai mitzvah tutor by the student’s family. 

o An informational meeting about becoming a b’nai mitzvah at Hakafa has been scheduled for 

October 1, 2023 at 12:15 PM at the Takiff Center. 

o Please speak with Bibi Patt or Rabbi Elder for information about selecting a tutor.  

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM (Grades 9-12): 
Our High School Program is designed to help our 9th-12th graders gain knowledge and skills as community 

leaders while they grow into Jewish adulthood and become active, voting members of our congregation while 

having fun along the way. 

 

• We will kick off our program with a fun event in October for all 9th-12th graders. 

• Students in 9th through 11th grades will meet four times a year on Sunday late afternoons (4:00-6:15 

PM). These four sessions incorporate educational/cultural programming and dinner with all 9th-11th 

grade students together. 

• Our 12th grade program varies slightly as they prepare for Confirmation at the end of the year with 

two class sessions and two service prep sessions over the course of the year. They also participate in two 

workshops that focus on Jewish life after high school. 

• All high school students (grades 9-12) will meet three times during the year to do social action and/or 

community projects/outings. 

• All high school students (grades 9-12) have the opportunity to participate in an educational out-of-town 

trip each year. We are excited to announce that this year’s trip will be “Exploring Jewish New York City.” 

• For details and dates for this year’s High School program, go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/HakafaHighSchool23-24 

 
 
 

 

You can register students for Religious School / Hebrew School / High School, online at 

www.tinyurl.com/HakafaSchool23-24 



Congregation Hakafa Religious/Hebrew/High School Program 

          Important Dates 2023-2024 
    

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL, HEBREW SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL, 

AND SHABBAT SERVICES ARE HELD AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS AND TIMES: 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL: TAKIFF CENTER (TC) - 999 GREEN BAY RD, GLENCOE – SUNDAYS, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

HEBREW SCHOOL:  TAKIFF CENTER (TC) - 999 GREEN BAY RD, GLENCOE – TUESDAYS, 4:15-5:30 PM 

 HIGH SCHOOL:  NORTH SHORE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (NSUMC), 213 HAZEL AVE, GLENCOE 

SHABBAT SERVICES: WINNETKA COMMUNITY HOUSE (WCH) – 620 LINCOLN AVENUE, WINNETKA – FRIDAYS, 7:30 PM 
 

 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2023 

Sunday  September 10 FIRST DAY OF RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

Tuesday  September 12 FIRST DAY OF HEBREW SCHOOL 

Friday  September 15 EREV ROSH HASHANAH 

Saturday September 16 ROSH HASHANAH 

Sunday  September 17 NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – 2ND DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 

Tuesday  September 19 Hebrew School 

Sunday  October 24 NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – EREV YOM KIPPUR (KOL NIDRE) 

Monday  October 25 YOM KIPPUR 

Tuesday  September 26 Hebrew School 

Friday  September 29 EREV SUKKOT (Sukkot continues through October 6) 
 

OCTOBER 2023 

Sunday  October 1 Religious School (K-8) / B’nai Mitzvah Info Meeting (12:15 PM) / 

High School Program Kick-Off Event (Grades 9-12) 

Tuesday  October 3 Hebrew School 

Friday  October 6 EREV SHMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH (Simchat Torah Celebration at Shabbat Services) 

Saturday October 7 SHMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH 

Sunday  October 8 Religious School  

Tuesday October 10 Hebrew School 

Sunday October 15 Religious School / High School Class (Grades 9-11)  

Tuesday  October 17 Hebrew School  

Sunday  October 22 Religious School 

Tuesday  October 24 Hebrew School 

Sunday  October 29 NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Tuesday  October 31 NO HEBREW SCHOOL 
 

NOVEMBER 2023 

Sunday  November 5 Religious School / 12th Grade (Confirmation) Workshop  

Tuesday  November 7 Hebrew School  

Sunday  November 12 Religious School / High School Service Project (Grades 9-12) 

Tuesday  November 14 Hebrew School 

Sunday November 19 Religious School 

Tuesday  November 21 NO HEBREW SCHOOL – THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Sunday November 26 NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Tuesday November 28 Hebrew School  
 

DECEMBER 2023 

Sunday December 3 Religious School / High School Class (Grades 9-11) 

Tuesday December 5 Hebrew School 

Thursday December 7 1st NIGHT OF HANUKKAH 

Friday  December 8 Student-Led Shabbat Service & Congregational Hanukkah Celebration  

Sunday December 10 Religious School 

Tuesday December 12 Hebrew School 

 

PLEASE NOTE: All dates are subject to change.  Please check the calendar on the 

Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org) for the most up-to-date information. 



Thursday December 14 LAST NIGHT OF HANUKKAH 

Sunday December 17 Last Day of Religious School before Winter Break and  

Tuesday December 19 Last Day of Hebrew School before Winter Break 
 

JANUARY 2024 

Tuesday   January 9 Hebrew School Resumes  

Sunday  January 14 Religious School Resumes 

Tuesday  January 16 Hebrew School  

Sunday  January 21 Religious School 

Tuesday  January 23 Hebrew School  

Thursday January 25 TU B’SHEVAT 

Sunday  January 28 Religious School / High School Service Project (Grades 9-12) 

Tuesday  January 30 Hebrew School 
 

FEBRUARY 2024 

Sunday  February 4 Religious School / Confirmation Class (12th Grade) 

Tuesday  February 6 Hebrew School 

Sunday  February 11  Religious School / High School Class (Grades 9-11) 

Tuesday  February 13 Hebrew School 

Sunday  February 18 NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND  

Tuesday  February 20 Hebrew School 

Thurs-Sun February 22-25 High School Educational Trip to New York (Grades 9-12) 

Sunday  February 25 Religious School 

Tuesday  February 27 Hebrew School 
 

MARCH 2024 

Sunday  March 3  Religious School  

Tuesday  March 5  Hebrew School 

Sunday      March 10 Religious School / Confirmation Class (12th Grade) 

Tuesday  March 12 Hebrew School 

Sunday  March 17 Last Day of Religious School before Spring Break - PURIM CARNIVAL 

High School Service Project (Grades 9-12)  

Tuesday  March 19 Last Day of Hebrew School before Spring Break 

Saturday March 23 EREV PURIM – MEGILLA READING 

Sunday  March 24 PURIM 
 

APRIL 2024 

Tuesday  April 2  Hebrew School Resumes  

Sunday  April 7  Religious School Resumes / High School Class (Grades 9-11) 

Tuesday  April 9  Hebrew School 

Fri-Sun  April 12-14 HAKAFA’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WEEKEND 

Friday  April 12  Student-Led Shabbat Service 

Sunday  April 14  Religious School  

Tuesday  April 16  Hebrew School 

Sunday  April 21  Religious School / Confirmation Service Prep & Parent-Student Meeting (12th Grade) 

Monday  April 22  EREV PESACH – FIRST SEDER 

Tuesday  April 23  NO HEBREW SCHOOL – FIRST DAY OF PASSOVER 

Sunday  April 28  NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Tuesday  April 30  Hebrew School 
 

MAY 2024         

Sunday  May 5  Religious School / 12th Grade Workshop  

Tuesday  May 7  Hebrew School  

Sunday  May 12  NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – MOTHER’S DAY   

Tuesday  May 14  Last Day of Hebrew School / Hebrew School Graduation 

Sunday  May 19  Last Day of Religious School / Confirmation Service Prep & Dinner with Rabbi Elder  

Friday  May 24  Shabbat Service and Confirmation Ceremony 

 

You can register students for Religious School / Hebrew School / High School, online at 

www.tinyurl.com/HakafaSchool23-24 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Students Invited to Help Lead High Holiday Children’s/Family ServicesStudents Invited to Help Lead High Holiday Children’s/Family ServicesStudents Invited to Help Lead High Holiday Children’s/Family ServicesStudents Invited to Help Lead High Holiday Children’s/Family Services    
 

Our High Holiday Children/Family Services will take place on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Students are invited 

to participate in leading the service in the following ways: 
 

 Volunteer to lead a reading in English. 

 Sign Up to read or chant a verse of Torah (7th Grade and up). 
 

If your child is interested in participating in our High Holiday Children’s/Family Services in any of these ways, please 

contact Bibi Patt (847-650-7720/education@hakafa.org) with questions. 

                                            Shabbat Shechina:Shabbat Shechina:Shabbat Shechina:Shabbat Shechina:    
                                        Drag Queen Drag Queen Drag Queen Drag Queen Story HourStory HourStory HourStory Hour    
 

Families are invited to join us at 11:00 AM on Saturday, 

September 9 and again on another Saturday in the spring 

(date TBA) for Shabbat songs and stories led by a special 

guest from Drag Queen Story Hour! 
 

Drag Queen Story Hour helps children develop empathy, learn 

about gender diversity & difference, a tap into their own 

creativity. It can also be life-changing and ultimately lifesaving for 

LGBTQ kids and teens, kids with LGBTQ parents or family 

members, and anyone who feels different because of their 

identity or interests or who may not otherwise see themselves 

reflected in the broader culture. The Shechina is a feminine 

manifestation of the Divine and is known as the Sabbath Queen. 

       

Tayalim (Trekkers) for KTayalim (Trekkers) for KTayalim (Trekkers) for KTayalim (Trekkers) for K----5 Families5 Families5 Families5 Families    
 

Tayalim, Hebrew for trekkers, is Hakafa’s, outdoor, experiential program for member and non-member families with 

children primarily in grades K-5. It is designed to introduce families to the relationship between Judaism, Torah, and 

nature in unique and fun ways. 

 

Watch for dates and programs coming soon!  

                                Tot ShabbatTot ShabbatTot ShabbatTot Shabbat    
 

Families with children/grandchildren ages five and younger 

(including parents, siblings, and/or extended family) are 

invited to join us for Tot Shabbat!  

 

We have exciting changes coming for Tot Shabbat! Please 

watch your email for all of the details and dates for the 

upcoming year! 

Family FunFamily FunFamily FunFamily Fun    
ProgramsProgramsProgramsPrograms    
 

Make plans to connect with Hakafa families for some 

fun social activities this year! Watch the 

announcements for details! 

 

2022022022023333----2022022022024444        
StudentStudentStudentStudent----LedLedLedLed    
Shabbat ServicesShabbat ServicesShabbat ServicesShabbat Services    
 

December 8 & April 12 
 

All of our Religious School and Hebrew School 

students are invited to participate in two Friday 

Evening Shabbat Services. Each student will help 

Rabbi Elder and Rabbi Calamaro with a part of the 

service with which they are comfortable. Attending 

and participating in Shabbat Services is an important 

component of our education program. In addition, it 

is a great way for your family to connect with other 

families and the greater Hakafa community. We are 

providing the dates – in advance – so that you can 

note them on your calendars NOW so that we will 

have robust participation.  



CONGREGATION HAKAFA RELIGIOUS SCHOOL/ HEBREW SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 2023-24 
 

 

To register for Religious School / Hebrew School / High School, go to www.tinyurl.com/HakafaSchool23-24  OR  fill out/mail in this paper form.  
 

Family Name ________________________________         We have made our 2023-24 Membership Commitment. (School Registration if free of charge for current members). 
 

If children do not reside with both parents, please indicate with which:     _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:  Emergency contact if parent cannot be reached during Religious School or Hebrew School: 
  

Name ___________________________________________  Phone ___________________  Relationship __________________ 
 

Physician’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ________________________________ 
 

In case of emergency, if I cannot be reached, I give school authorities permission to take whatever action is deemed necessary, 

and I will accept responsibility for any expense incurred. 
 

Parent Signature _______________________________________________________________________   Date __________ 

 
 

If your child/ren has any food allergies, please provide details here:   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If your child/ren has any learning and/or behavior challenges, and/or if there is any other information that you feel is important for us to know about your child/ren, please 

contact our Director of Education, Bibi Patt, (847-650-7720/education@hakafa.org). 
 

STUDENT INFORMATION REGISTRATION 

Student’s First & Last Name 

(as it should appear 

on a class list) 

Student’s Hebrew Name * 

(if s/he has one) 

-transliteration is acceptable- 

Date of Birth 

(mm/dd/yy) 

School Grade for  

2023-24 

Check () here to 

Register for Religious 

School and/or  

High School  (K-12) 

Check () here to 

Register for  

Hebrew School (Grades 

3-7) in addition to 

Religious School  

      

      

      

      

* Traditionally, Jews are given Hebrew names in addition to their secular names. Throughout history, Hebrew names have been an important way for Jews to identify themselves. Hebrew names are 

used to call someone to bless the Torah, to become b’nai mitzvah, to be confirmed, at marriage, and on many other important Jewish ritual occasions. At Hakafa, we feel that having a Hebrew 

name is completely optional. If your child does not have a Hebrew name, and you would like him/her to have one, please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org). 
 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY 8/15/23 TO: CONGREGATION HAKAFA, P.O. BOX 409, GLENCOE, IL 60022 

Sometimes we like to post photos on the 

Hakafa website, on our Facebook page, or 

on Instagram showing different activities 

taking place at our Religious School / 

Hebrew School / High School. 
  

Please check here if you do NOT want 

your child/ren’s photo to appear:  ____ 

Please make sure that both parents are aware 

of this decision. 


