
Congregation Beth Am TNT Mitzvah Project:
Planting A Tree “Netiat Etz”

Mitzvot reminds us of many sacred relationships; our relationship with our parents, our relationship

with God, our relationship with our synagogue, and also our relationship with the land. Planting a tree

is one of the oldest mitzvot in our Tradition. Beginning in the Garden of Eden, the first thing that God

did was plant a tree. “The Lord god planted a Garden in Eden, in the east, and placed there the man

whom he formed (Gen. 2:8).” Later in Leviticus this is the first mitzvah we are to do when we enter

into the land of Israel. “When you enter the land, you will plant a tree for food (Lev. 19:23).” Next week

we will celebrate the holiday of Tu B’Shevat, popularly known as the birthday of the trees. For our

next class, choose one dimension of the mitzvah to do.

This project will focus on Mitzvot related to the Synagogue.
Please have your mitzvah done prior to the next event.

Remember for each mitzvah take a picture, and write a one paragraph summary!

1. Discuss with your parent(s) about the type of trees that are planted around your house. Take some

time and water them or clean around them.

2. Go to www.jnf.org and pay 18 dollars to have a tree planted in Israel.

3. Volunteer at a local tree planting organization in San Diego. You may want to check the website:

www.ftpf.org. This is the website for the local fruit tree planting foundation.

4. The Beth Am Preschool has its own garden, Ida’s Garden! Schedule an interview with one of our

Preschool Directors, or a preschool teacher and ask them how a garden is a great tool for Jewish

education.

5. Seek out a person who was a Halutz (An original founder of the land of Israel). Ask them why it

was so important to plant trees and to “live off the land.” Ask them what a typical day of a farmer in

Israel is like.

6. Find someone who worked, volunteered, or lived on a kibbutz. Ask them what it was like to work in

the agricultural fields. You may want to ask someone who went on the Nativ program (this is the first

year of college program for the Conservative Movement). Who went on Nativ? Try Rabbi Earne or

Mrs. Earne.

http://www.jnf.org
http://www.ftpf.org

