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ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s
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(Part 99)

SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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(article continued on next page)

The Mediterranean Sea is a treasure given to mankind. That treasure has just suffered what it is

believed may be “eco-terrorism.” A ship traveling within Israel’s economic waters spilled large

amounts of oil on February 1-2. One of the first signs of this disaster was the giant carcass (55

feet in length) of a young fin whale that was found in Nitzanim nature preserve. An autopsy

showed large quantities of oil in its intestine. Other victims were turtles, birds, and lizards

covered with tar and unable to breath.

There were large storms around the time of the spill

which swept the tar up on 160 km of Israel shoreline and

on Lebanese beaches. A group of organizations formed

clean up teams and our daughter, grandson, and

Suzanne went one morning to volunteer. When these

spills happen the tar comes up on the beach in very

small and up to an inch pieces of soft tar. Rakes can be

used, but most clean up needs to be done by hand. We

could only be there for a short time but later heard that

some volunteers had gotten sick from the oil vapors in

the air. During the weeks since the spill, there has been

more clean up by IDF soldiers and volunteers.
Beverly helping cleanup
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The damage of this spill will be felt for years.

Tar covers some unique coastal

environmental habitats and will have an

effect on the entire food chain. The northern

coastline was hit the worst. Our beach in

Caesarea still has some small bits of tar. The

Mediterranean Sea is relatively small and

closed sea which does not have the flow of

an open ocean to remediate this extent of

environmental damage.

Purim this year was lackluster compared to past years, as there was a

curfew after 8:30 at night for three nights. The infection rate has not gone

down, and there is talk of a fourth lockdown for corona. Most people over

60 have been vaccinated and shots are now being given to those over

sixteen years of age. Bet Israel, our synagogue, had our megillah reading

on Zoom and then a Saturday night party with Purim quizzes and a

movie. Soon, households will be doing the annual Passover house

cleaning. At this date, we don’t know what the “corona police” will be

allowing us to do for our seders. Our synagogue has begun having

services in the sanctuary by following rules: only 20 people wearing

masks and distancing. The malls, national parks, and health clubs are

now open. Soon entertainment venues will be allowed, and restaurants

are open with limitations. Some hotels are open. Schools are now back in
session. Seventh through tenth graders have not been in class for a year.

Environmental Protection Minister Gila Gamliel and the Environmental Protection Ministry research

has found the ship that leaked the crude oil, called the Emerald, was owned by a Libyan company

and sailed from Iran to Syria. It was within Israel’s economic waters for nearly a full day, spilling large

amounts of oil. It sailed to Syria and then returned to Iran. The oil reached Israel’s shores on February

17.

European satellites caught the underwater stain on February 5, and it is unsure why it took the

amount of time it did for damage prevention measures to go into action. Had the spill been contained

at sea before reaching the shores, the impact would have been much less severe. This question

should be addressed with the Environmental Protection Ministry which recently had a drill for such an

emergency situation. This disaster should reinforce the need to move from fossil fuels to cleaner,

renewable energy. Gamliel said, “This pollution has people who are responsible for it and have to pay

the price. Our nature is damaged, our animals are harmed, thanks to merciless environmental

criminals.”

Clean up at Atlit beach

Now most teachers have had their shots or have recovered from the virus. We, along with over 50

percent of Israelis, have had both of our vaccinations and have our “green card” certification allowing

us to travel and other privileges. Studies are showing that the mass vaccinations are leading us to a

drop in severe COVID19 cases. Ben Gurion airport is gradually opening. Our observation is that most

people still are cautious of the virus. However, there is definitely impatience in wanting the world to
open up again.

Alon (left) and Erez( Right) 

Purim



Page  4

ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s (continued from previous page)

(article continued on next page)

Another Israeli election will have occurred when you receive our newsletter. The date is March 23

and Pesach begins March 27th. A column by Micah Halpern in The Jerusalem Post stated that

“hardly anybody in the United States knows about the Israeli election.” The author based this on

asking fervent Israeli backers when the election will be, and few knew the correct date. Some of

these friends have been to Israel numerous times and even have homes in Israel. Some have

children living in Israel. None of his friends had the date correct.

Micah claims there has been almost no coverage of the Israeli election in the American media.

Therefore, it has generated no interest. An explanation might be boredom with all the elections in a

very short period of time. Suzanne and Howie have tried to continue to discuss the election and

even they have questioned whether anyone really wishes to read about it.

Micah believes the most crucial reason this election has been uncovered is that the Middle East and

Israel are no longer high on the general news agenda. This may also coincide with the Biden

administration not putting Israel and the Middle East high on their agenda. This is probably a good

thing..

Many believe the Biden administration doesn’t want to appear favoring Netanyahu or any candidate

slated to run in the election.

Micah believes this is great news for Israel- being a diplomatic dream come true. Israel, for now, is

not under the microscope of American media. This includes Israel policies and politicians.

When the media does not cover Israel, they then focus on the bad news and take situations and

really dramatize them.

Recently, what played well in the US press was a joke on “Saturday Night Live” that stated Israel

had vaccinated 50% of the population - the Jews. This was in the press here because it is so untrue

and unfair. Israeli citizens received the shots regardless of religion. We have no cable or satellite

television and didn’t see the show.

We did not think the skit was funny. However, it seemed to capture the attention of the American

media. In Israel, there were numerous opinion articles written that were total condemnation of the

event and others more lenient in allowing for all types of “humor.”

Another thing we know from personal experience of living here over ten years is that the multi-party

parliamentary system in Israel is difficult to understand compared to the system in the US.

Over twenty seven parties are in this impending election and a small fraction of those will meet the

3.25% threshold. Because of the way the United States selection process occurs, Micah believes the

American media focuses on candidates rather than parties. It will concentrate on all the religious

parties and the “Center Right” will be labeled right wing extremists or religious right wing extremists.

June 18th is a scheduled Iranian election. This is very important. What happens in Israel’s March 23

election will not change much in US/Israeli relationships. However, the presidential election in Iran

could have a different outcome on US/ Israeli relationships.
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So, what will be the outcome? No one knows. Polls are not very reliable. As of March 2, a new

television poll predicted the following:

1) Meretz would fail to clear the

minimum of 3.25%

2) Likud (Netanyahu) shows in the

channel 12 news poll a total of 28

seats. It currently has 36 seats

3) Yesh Atid( Lapid) 19 seats

4) New Hope (Sa Ar) would receive

14 seats

5) Yamina 12 seats

6) Arab Joint List 9

7) Shas( Ultra-orthodox) 8

8) United Torah Judaism 6

9) Yisrael Beytenu (Lieberman) 7

10) Center Left labor 7

11) Religious Zionism 5

12) Blue and White (Gantz) 5

And the coalition would be?

1) Likud, Shas, UTJ, and Religious Zionism 47 and if Yamina joined would equal 59 seats still
short of 61

2) Parties opposed to Netanyahu would have 61 but the divisions are deep ideologically and
no faction has a path to forming a government.

Another election? Who knows?

A very important pronouncement by the Israel High in a court of Justice occurred in early March.
It recognized conversions by the Reform and Conservative Movements that are performed in
Israel. Up until this ruling, conversions by the Reform or Conservative (Masorti) were not
recognized. This paves the way for all streams of Judaism to be eligible for Israeli citizenship
under the Law of Return. The Orthodox monopoly has been sent a clear message including, the
Knesset, the government, and Diaspora Jewry, that the Orthodox monopoly is not sustainable.
Over fifteen years have passed since a mandate was supposed to occur.

This 8 to 1 ruling has created a political firestorm. Shas leaders called it a mortal blow to the
Jewish character of the state.

A reminder: Israel operates without a constitution. Many feel the high court interferes with the
legislative and executive powers, but none are as well defined as they are in the United States.

We hope everyone has a wonderful Pesach whether it is “Zoom” or otherwise!

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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