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Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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(article continued on next page)

At first Israel was doing well in the Corona pandemic. We have done extremely well in

vaccinations and most people over 60 have had two shots. However, now as we are going out of

We had two friends here who died (not Corona), and only family could attend their funerals. The

the fourth lockdown (more than any other country), we

don’t have the situation under control. There have been

numerous failures by the government and especially in

some segments of the society where there has not been

compliance to the safety rules. While synagogues were

closed, demonstrations were permitted. Haredi (ultra-

orthodox) communities had three funerals for rabbis who

died from corona and on occasion thousands attended

shivas were done on Zoom. Occasionally we hear of Haredi

“secret” weddings with several hundred people attending. While

all Israeli schools were closed, Haredi schools and yeshivas were

open. These irresponsible actions, plus the sad crowded

conditions in the Orthodox communities, have resulted in 22

percent of the infections of Corona in Israel being in Haredi areas,

according to the Health Ministry. They are 12 percent of the

population. This difficult time is making us even more aware that

our actions need to be in the best interest of the health of our

world or “refuah nefesh.”. It would seem that those who attend

mass funerals during a pandemic show more respect for the dead

than for the living.

Netanyahu is slow to crack down on the Haredi because we have

another election approaching. He has just been asking for them to

follow the laws instead of acting with the conviction of a leader to

protect all of us.

This is “Green Pass” that 

Israel is using for 

individuals to show they 

have had both 

vaccinations. To be used 

for travel etc.
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The selective enforcement of restrictions in the repeated lockdowns has led to the public not

taking government decisions seriously. Some shopping malls have decided to open contrary to

restrictions. The price of the lockdowns is being paid by the public in unemployment, mental

illness, domestic violence, a rise in crime, and of course, coronavirus cases.

After nearly a year, Netanyahu endorsed closing the airport as new mutations of the virus were

coming into the country. There are some exceptions to the ruling such as returning to Israel,

death of an immediate family member and others. For the first time in history Israel is not

allowing immigrants due to the corona. Nefesh B’Nefesh has had a rise of 126% with 67,000 in

applications. Some immigrants had to put their moves on hold until the airport opens.

Known as the “people’s army,” because with certain exceptions such as attending yeshiva and

the Arab segment of the population, young men and women are required to serve in the IDF,

or Israel Defense Forces. For some civil service can be substituted for serving in the army. IDF

is a melting pot of soldiers from vastly different backgrounds. They proudly serve alongside

each other in protecting our nation.

After soldiers have finished their regular duty they may be called back for reserve duty. Our

son-in-law, Dani, 53, still gets called to duty in times of national crisis. He was a colonel and

has valuable skills. Israelis in all professions may be utilized when needed.

Tu B’shevat marks the beginning of spring and it is truly beautiful with

spring flowers blossoming. This winter has been mild. We seldom wear

more than sweatshirts. The Kinneret began the winter at its highest level

for years, after well above average rainfall over the past two winters and

at one point in late April the lake came within 12 centimeters of being full.

The fact that last winter the Kinneret did not reach its current level of less

than a meter from the maximum level until late February, also promises

that the lake should reach its maximum level this year. For the first time

since 1992 there is talk of building a dam to direct water to the Dead Sea.

Recently our daughter, Beverly, who has special skills as an underwater

scientist was asked to assist the IDF in projects. It will be continuing so

she was asked to be part of the IDF Reserves. This would be for when

she does work for them and takes time off from her position at Haifa

University. Of course, she didn’t hesitate to agree as she has always

wanted to serve in the IDF. As citizens of Israel being part of the IDF is an

important time of bonding that continues in the Reserves. Some reserves

are assigned to their same units they served during their regular military

service. We will send a picture of her in her uniform when available as we

are very proud of her, Dani and her stepson who is 22 and on active duty.

Friday night Sushi 

made by Dani. It 

was as good as it 

looks!
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The race for the March 23 election really started

February 4, 2021. That is when all the proposed

political parties had to submit their lists and decisions

on whether to go forward with a try at governing.

The poll, which was the first taken by Panels pollster

Menachem Lazar found that Netanyahu’s Likud

maintained its commanding lead over all other

parties. The survey predicted 30 seats for Likud, 18

for Yesh Atid, 14 for New Hope, 11 for Yamina, eight

for the Joint List, 8 for Shas, 7 for United Torah

Judaism, 7 for Yisrael Beytenu and 5 for Labor. Suzanne in the woods near our 

house in February

Three parties narrowly crossed the 3.25% electoral threshold with four seats: the Religious Zionist

Party, Meretz and Blue and White. The New Economy Party and Ra’am (United Arab List) were

among the 27 parties running in the election that would not cross the threshold. Can you imagine in

the USA over 30 parties for a national election?

The 50 seats predicted for parties that support Netanyahu forming a government, Likud, Shas,

United Torah Judaism, and the Religious Zionist Party could be supplemented by Yamina’s 11 to

enable Netanyahu to build a coalition.

The 52 seats predicted for parties opposing Netanyahu forming a government- Yesh Atid, New

Hope, Yisrael Beytenu, Labor, Meretz and Blue and White could be supplemented by Yamina’s 11

to enable Lapid to build a coalition.

Both New Hope and Israel Beytenu have stated they will not form a coalition with Likud.

The Joint List is not included in either calculation, because its leaders have said they would not

support either Netanyahu or Lapid in forming a government.

To understand the process, so different than the United States system, the parties have to submit

their list of candidates; this can occur through primaries or just selection by the governors of the

parties. Primaries in Israel occur with only the members of that party meeting and deciding the order

of candidates. It is not the same as the United States where, depending on the state laws, one has

to declare a party in a primary and can only vote for that party’s candidates or may have an open

primary where one can vote for either party.
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In Israel, the parties submit their lists to be published. They list more people than they will

probably win spots. The party needs a minimum to 3.25% of the total people voting to receive

seats in the Knesset. Reminder, no party has ever received a majority of votes in an election

including Ben Gurion. An example would be that if a party has 30% of the total votes, they will

receive 30% of 120 seats or 36 seats.

Israelis do not have a candidate who represents their area since there are no states. Few issues

in Israel are not national in scope. It is almost like voting and not really knowing who the coalition

members will become. The number one individual on the party’s list is the possible prime minister

if that party receives enough seats and can form a coalition. There are municipal elections

separate from national elections. Confused yet?

Right now, Likud led by Prime Minister Netanyahu, is the party to beat. Some of his fiercest critics

have dropped out of the race including two of the three former IDF Chiefs of Staff. Benny Gantz is

the only one left and according to polling, his Blue and White Party may not reach the threshold of

3.25%.

The scenario of Bennet (Yamina) and Sa’Ar ( New Hope) joining together did not happen. They

are actually tearing each other apart verbally and have no new star on their lists.

Yesh Atid’s Lapid has emerged as the rival to Netanyahu that Netanyahu wants. The Prime

Minister will attempt to paint Lapid as a Leftist. Lapid has survived all former rivals. However, the

Center Left has remained split into three parties that could result in them not reaching the

threshold. The Labor Party has put Merav Michaeli, the head of the Reform Movement on their

list at number four. It may be doubtful for Labor to gain enough votes to have four seats. If neither

factions can gain a 61 coalition, Israel could face another election.

In addition to Israel’s election, The Palestinian Authority has announced elections. It has been

sixteen years since Abbas was elected to a four-year term. Some feel it is an attempt to gain

acceptance with President Biden. Many believe it will not occur and will again be postponed.

Gershwin Baskin is an Israeli Jew who has dedicated his life to peace, although many of our

friends are not real Baskin fans. He does speak Arabic and recently wrote an open letter to

President Abbas in The Jerusalem Post. He was basically telling him it was time to step aside.

Baskin feels Abbas’s regime has become less democratic and more corrupt. If the election for

president happens it is to occur in July.

On Friday, February 5, 2021, the International Criminal Court at The Hague made a terrible

decision announcing it had legal jurisdiction to open a war crimes investigation against Israel. The

vote was two in favor and one against. By this decision they believe they have jurisdiction over

Gaza and the West Bank. This could be drawn out for years or put on a fast track. Murder arrest

warrants could be the result of the hearings. These warrants could be for Netanyahu, Gantz, and

ministers of defense.
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Pizza Hut Israel plans to test delivering pizza by drone starting this summer, according to The

Wall Street Journal. They will test this at one location in Bnei Dror, a village near Netanya.

Delivery wouldn't be to customers' homes, but to designated drop spots, like parking lots. This

will need government approval. From there, drivers would be waiting to pick up the pies and

complete the delivery. That would allow the Pizza Hut branch to reach several thousand

customers that it doesn't currently service. Regulatory and safety issues will probably mean

that drone deliveries straight to one's front door won't happen anytime soon. The drones will

only be allowed to fly within a designated area within 100 km of the store and they will be

allowed to carry only 2.5 kg at a time. This is roughly the equivalent of two pies and a drink.

Dragontail Systems Ltd., an Australian restaurant tech company, will manage the project.

We hope all of you will have had your two vaccinations by the time you receive this. May we

all be stronger from this experience. Be well.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the Goodmans, 
who have graciously agreed to blog for our congregation 
their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there are specific 
topics that you are interested in hearing about of if you 
just want to stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you 
can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not

represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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