
The Goodman’s Blog

Chapter 96

January 2021



ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s

FROM ARLINGTON HTS, IL 

TO CAESEREA, ISRAEL

(Part 96)

SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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Living in Israel is never dull. Predicting politics or any event is impossible. Here we go again! This

will be the fourth election in two years. Add this to the heavy economic toll on business in Israel,

does it make sense?

If one is interested in voting for national elections often, move to Israel. Because the coalition

couldn’t come up with a budget by December 23, a resolution to dissolve the coalition passed. The

Knesset is talking about elections on the 16th of March, 2021. it will be made more difficult because

of COVID-19.

As of this report date, December 10, 2020, the following is the situation:

Gideon Sa’ar of the Likud Party has resigned from the Knesset and is forming his own party. A poll

immediately done by 103FM showed Sa’ar would become the third largest party. It would draw

seats away from almost all the factions except the ultra-Orthodox parties and Meretz. Likud would

drop to 25 mandates in this poll, with Yamina dropping to 19. Hesh Atid would drop to 14

mandates, while the Joint List (Israel Arab Party) would drop to 11 seats.

Avigdor Lieberman’s Yisrael Beytenu would receive 7 seats, Blue and White would receive 6. Shas

and United Torah Judaism would retain their seats with 9 and United Torah 7 seats. Meretz closes

with 5 mandates. As mentioned many times in past newsletters, 61 mandates are needed to form a

government. A block led by Netanyahu, which includes the Likud and the ultra-Orthodox parties

reaches only 41 seats. With Yamina, it climbs to 60.
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An alternative bloc to Netanyahu, led by Sa’ar and the participation of Yesh Atid, the Joint List,

Yisrael Beytenu, Blue and White, and Meretz, would also reach 60 seats.

These numbers, probably, will not form as mentioned above. However, Gantz, who would have

become Prime Minister next fall will not. Also, the newness of Sa’ar may wear off. Do not count

Netanyahu out either. Two days after Sa’ar’s announcement, a new poll showed a strengthening of

Likud and losses by Yamuna and Sa’ar. It tells us, once more, the unreliability of the polling process.

Recently, Iran’s top nuclear scientist Moshan Fakhrizadeh was killed in his car. Iran claims it was a

machine gun with artificial intelligence. It was so accurate that Fahrizadeh’s wife in the car was not

injured. Iran claims Israel is to blame, but Israel has not admitted any involvement.

Iran, for Israel, is a serious issue. Iran has proclaimed the destruction of Israel a must happening.

The United States is far enough away physically not to deal with missiles from Iran. Israel is not. It

doesn’t appear that Israel will allow Iran to have a nuclear weapons capability. Israel has destroyed

reactor construction in Iraq and Syria in the past. Nothing indicates it won’t deal with Iran in the same

manner.

Just as this newsletter was to be sent to Beth Judea, an announcement of normalization with

Morocco occurred. This is the fourth Arab country to announce normalization with Israel. The UAE,

Bahrain, and Sudan are the other countries. This has shown that the Israel Palestinian issue is not

the stumbling block to relations in the Middle East. President Elect Joe Biden has positively

commented on the normalization process.

Israel still wants to form an agreement with the Palestinians. However, no one should believe that it’s

the exception of Meretz and the Joint Alliance parties in Israel; none of the other major parties will try

to create a peace at the expense of security. Some “experts” on the subject in Israel believe when

President Elect Biden becomes President of the United States, he will ignore the Israel-Palestine

conflict for a while to show adjustments are needed by both sides. It might be a very good idea.

Israelis love to travel, and they are flocking to travel to UAE. The United Arab Emirates is currently

one of just three green, quarantine-free countries for Israelis to travel to due to the pandemic. The

airline Fly Dubai is the first airline to offer direct routes into Dubai. They have recently added a third

daily flight between Ben Gurion and Dubai International. The flight time from Tel Aviv to Dubai, the

most advanced Arab city in the world is just over 3 hours. Until the agreement between Israel and

UAE, traveling there was off limits to Israeli citizens. Now up to 50,000 are expected to make the trip

to UAE in December. Jerusalem and other tourist sights are preparing for a flood of visitors coming

to visit us.

Many economic pluses have started to occur between Israel, Bahrain, and the UAE. Sheikh Hamad

bin Khalifa Al Nahyan of the UAE and Moshe Hogeg have formed a historic partnership agreement

regarding the Beitar Jerusalem soccer club. Hogeg relinquished 50% of the club’s ownership for an

investment of over 300 million NIS. This club has been noted for refusing to sign Arab players and

anti- Arab chants. Obviously, this will change. It has also been noted that products that originate

from Israel settlements will have “Made in Israel” labels on products sold in the UAE and Bahrain.
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Information on the below United Nations report was obtained from UNWatch,ADL, and Un.org.

In early December, the United Nations General Assembly passed five anti-Israel resolutions with

less support than in 2019, and Israel interpreted this as a small victory in an otherwise dismal

situation. “Countries that supported Israel today have understood that this package of resolutions

does nothing to forward peace but serves instead to entrench the Palestinian’s rejectionist position

and deepen the conflict,” Israel’s Ambassador to the UN Gilad Erdan said.

The resolutions are part of a package of almost 20 such texts that the UNGA passes annually in

December. No other country has so many resolutions leveled against it. Palestinians enjoy an

automatic majority at the General Assembly, so Israel often measures success in that forum, even in

small doses, counting each country that swings in its direction as a win.

Four of the five votes were approved with the support of less than half the 193-member plenum

because many countries abstained. Five countries supported Israel on all five texts: Australia,

Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, and the United States. Brazil either voted with Israel or

abstained.

The resolution in which Israel achieved the most significant success was in an affirmation of the UN

Committee for the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights for the Palestinian People, which Israel

considers to be particularly hostile to Israel. Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, and Papua New Guinea all

switched their votes from abstention to voting with Israel in the opposition, casting four new “no

votes,” and Iceland, which often votes in favor of the Palestinians, halted its support of the text this

year and abstained. The resolution was approved 92-17, compared to 92-13 last year. There were

54 abstentions, compared to 61 last year.

Here, however, Israel also recorded some losses. Cape Verde, Fiji, and South Sudan changed their

abstentions to “yes” votes in favor of the Palestinians. Ghana, Tonga, and Vanuatu that had

abstained, were absent. Among the more dramatic voting shifts was Hungary, which went from a

“yes” vote for the Palestinians to a “no” vote in support of Israel on a resolution entitled, “Special

Information Program on the Question of Palestine.” Guatemala, however, changed its “no” vote on

Israel’s behalf to an abstention. Fiji and Nigeria, which had abstained, threw their support to the

Palestinians with a “yes” vote, while Uruguay changed its “yes” vote to an abstention. The resolution

passed 142-8, compared to 144-8 in 2019. This year there were 11 abstentions; last year there were

14. Ambassador Erdan thanked the countries that changed their voting in favor of Israel and against

both UN bias and the promulgation of so many resolutions, often repetitive in nature. “These

countries have sent a clear message on discrimination against Israel at the UN,” Erdan said. “No

other country in the world faces such discrimination in the UN – and it is time for more UN members

to join our struggle to challenge the organization’s anti-Israel agenda,” he said.
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Among the resolutions that had the least amount of support was the one affirming the work of the

“Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat,” which was approved 82-25, compared to 87-23 in

2019. Abstaining were 53 countries, one less than last year. Israel gained an unusual show of

support from Switzerland, which often sides with the Palestinians. This year, however, on the topic of

that committee, Switzerland switched from an abstention to a “no” vote in favor of the Jewish state,

as did Slovenia and Papua New Guinea. Romania, however, which in 2019 stood with Israel and

voted “no,” abstained this year. In contrast, Singapore, which often supports the Palestinians,

changed its “yes” vote in their favor to an abstention, as did Eritrea and Uruguay.

Erdan took issue, in particular, with the existence of so many committees, which he charged promote

“anti-Israel bias.” He added that the “existence of those UN committees is a further stain on this

institution’s reputation… Funding propaganda against a member state is not only outrageous and

shameful, it is a flagrant misuse of valuable UN resources. Those resources should be used to save

lives, not to perpetuate a conflict.”

Among the resolutions that showed clear support for the Palestinians was one entitled “Peaceful

Settlement of the Question of Palestine,” which was approved 145-7, compared to 147-7 last year.

Both times there were nine abstentions. The resolution warned Israel against making changes in

east Jerusalem and affirmed the illegality of West Bank annexation.

A Palestinian representative said the passage of the four texts showed that support for her people

remains strong. She took issue with Erdan’s “flip” and “offensive” comments, including one where he

accused the UNGA of being “detached from reality. On the contrary, what was discussed today in

this debate is the reality. What was discussed today are not so-called ‘Palestinian talking points’ –

these are the international talking points,” she said. “This is the international consensus: that Israel,

the occupying power, continues to object, obstruct, to deny, to belittle, and to attempt futilely to

destroy. Israel has become accustomed to violating the law with zero consequences,” she added.

“Only accountability can change this miserable situation and give hope for a future of justice and

peace.”

“The hypocritical and degrading claim by the Israeli representative that this institution’s approach has

failed, perhaps should highlight even more the need for concrete actions by states to implement the

resolutions adopted by the UNGA to ensure accountability,” she said.

Separate from the issue of the Palestinians, the UNGA also condemned Israeli sovereignty over the

Golan Heights, which it captured from Syria during the Six Day War in 1967 and annexed in 1981. In

2018, the US became the first country to recognize Israeli sovereignty in the Golan, but no other

country has followed that move. The UN has routinely called on Israel to withdraw from the Golan,

including in the last decade, while a civil war has raged in Syria. A resolution rejecting Israeli

sovereignty in the Golan and calling for its withdrawal from that territory passed 88-9, compared with

91-9 last year. There were 62 abstentions, compared to 65 abstentions in 2019. These are very tiny

positive changes.
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A problem in Israel is that thousands of people are unable to get married due to the pandemic. There

is no provision in Israel for civil marriage. All marriages must be conducted through the established

religious institutions of the different religious communities present in the country. Marriages

performed outside of the country are recognized in Israel. Many couples fly to the US, Cypress,or the

Czech Republic rather than get married through the Chief Rabbinate in Israel. Our daughter and her

husband, who is native Israeli, chose to be married in New York City. Some creative solutions have

been proposed to correct this situation but meanwhile couples are unable to marry.

The High Court of Justice will be ruling on another critical case regarding the recognition of non-

Orthodox conversions performed in Israel. Currently, Israeli Reform and Masorti (Conservative)

conversions performed in Israel are not recognized for the purposes of obtaining citizenship under

the Law of Return, as are Orthodox conversions and non-Orthodox conversions conducted abroad.

Something else that is coming is that there are negotiations underway for the opening of seven 7-

Eleven stores in Israel. One of the most comforting things when we permanently moved to Israel was

when we saw Ben & Jerry’s ice cream in the supermarket. Now we can even get Haagen Dazs. So,

for other immigrants it will be good news that they can have the familiarity of seeing 7-Elevens. We

wonder how slurpees will be received.

Interior Ministry and Jewish Agency officials are currently in Ethiopia to assess immigration requests

of Falash Mura community members who have been waiting for years to come to Israel. In

September, the government decided to bring 2,000 people by the end of January. Those most

eligible for immigration in this round are those with parents or adult children in Israel. Immigrants

have continued to arrive in Ben Gurion in spite of the pandemic. “Operation Rock of Israel” is the

latest attempt to bring the Ethiopian Jews to Israel.

Coronavirus virus infections are continuing to increase. Israel is now seeing over 1,000 new cases a

day and nearly 3,000 have died from the virus. Because of COVID 19, some 268,000 households or

9.3 % of the population of Israel were pushed into poverty compared to one year ago. Almost 3 in 10

or 850,000 households live in poverty. In spite of this, or because of this, the second lock down

restrictions are being eased. All schools are open and high school students are returning after 9

months of online. Most citizens are respecting the mask and distancing requirements. However,

merchants are getting impatient with the limitations. A few test malls have been allowed to open with

not the best results. They were opened on Black Friday. We have Black Friday in Israel even though

we don’t have Thanksgiving! So, opening some malls on Black Friday didn’t work too well because

of the crowding and difficulty in maintaining restrictions. It may be another situation of trying to open

up the culture too rapidly.
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Mass vaccinating is planned to start December 27 in Israel. Prime Minister Netanyahu had an official

airport greeting for the first shipment of Pfizer vaccine on December 9. Israel has pre-purchased

millions of doses of vaccine from overseas from Pfizer, Moderna and British pharmaceutical company

Astra-Zeneca. Bri Life, an Israeli company, has a vaccine in the final testing stages so that should be

available in April. There is definitely a bright light at the end of the tunnel.

We hope you had a wonderful Hanukkah and have a Happy Secular New Year which is a non-holiday

in Israel. May you and your families be well.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the Goodmans, 
who have graciously agreed to blog for our congregation 
their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there are specific 
topics that you are interested in hearing about of if you 
just want to stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you 
can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not

represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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