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Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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The most exciting news is that Israel-United Arab Emirates relations were formally established on

August 13, 2020. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) recognized Israel as a state, and the two

countries established public diplomatic and economic relations. This is incredible news for Israel

and the Middle East! How did it happen without anyone announcing it such as social media,

newspapers, radio, and television beforehand?

Israel and the United Arab Emirates announced their agreement August 13 in the afternoon. They

“agreed to the full normalization of relations between Israel and the UAE,” they said in a joint

statement with the US that was released by Trump.

A separate report on the Walla news site said the breakthrough happened two months ago, with

Israel’s intention to annex parts of the West Bank playing a key role in shortening the path to a

deal. Israel has agreed to suspend annexation of parts of the West Bank as part of the deal.

The online newspaper Times of Israel stated recently there were Mossad overtures and frenetic US

diplomacy. Head of the Mossad, Yosi Cohen, secretly visited the Emirates several times over the

past year to broker the accord. He was Jerusalem’s point man for arranging the agreement. There

was a breakthrough in June with Netanyahu’s annexation attempt.

The deal was also boosted by cooperation between the two countries in the struggle against the

coronavirus pandemic, according to August 13 reports by Israel’s Channel 12 and The New York

Times. As mentioned,Mossad head Yossi Cohen made several clandestine trips to the UAE in the

past year. And the Mossad arranged for secret shipments of medical equipment from Israel to the

UAE after the onset of the pandemic, the Times reported.

Cohen has met often with representatives of the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Jordan, and Egypt in a

years-long effort to build relations with the Gulf States, the Times said.
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Channel 12 added that establishing relations with Arab states is considered the responsibility of the

Mossad.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu earlier this year announced his intention to annex the Jordan

Valley, which is some 30 percent of the West Bank, and all settlements on July 1, with backing from

US President Donald Trump’s administration. That angered and concerned the UAE, which

lambasted the move both publicly and privately, the Walla news site reported.

But the report said the matter ended up as an opportunity after Yousef al-Otaiba, the UAE

ambassador to the US, proposed in late June the idea of normalization in exchange for halting

annexation plans to Trump’s special representative for international negotiations, Avi Berkowitz.

Trump senior adviser Jared Kushner reportedly liked the idea and told Berkowitz to work on it. On

June 27, Berkowitz came to Israel and met three times with Netanyahu in as many days. Berkowitz’s

visit was barely mentioned in the local news at the time.

Berkowitz was said to demand land concessions to the Palestinians in exchange for annexation,

which angered Netanyahu. US enthusiasm for annexation was reportedly dampened by Blue and

White’s Defense Minister Benny Gantz and Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi telling Berkowitz they

opposed annexation at this time and preferred to focus on the coronavirus crisis.

Walla cited a senior White House official as saying that in one of his meetings with the premier,

Berkowitz presented the idea of normalization with the UAE in exchange for taking annexation off

the agenda. Netanyahu responded that he was open to considering the idea if it would prove to be

serious.

Since then, American officials held intensive talks with Israeli and UAE officials on the matter,

leading up to August 13th tripartite phone call between Trump, Netanyahu, and UAE de-facto ruler

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The director of the Mossad spy agency, Cohen, stated: “We have been talking about this for over a

year.” As for Cohen’s efforts, a statement from the Prime Minister’s Office Thursday night said

Netanyahu had called him and “thanked him for the Mossad’s help over the years in developing ties

with Gulf nations, which helped the peace deal come to fruition.”

On August 14th Israeli TV Channel 12 reported that various former senior officials had called Cohen

the previous night to congratulate him on his work.

“I didn’t think I’d be so emotional,” it quoted Cohen as saying August 13 “ a bit like a schoolboy.

Yesterday was a very exciting day for Mossad,” he said. “Our job in Mossad isn’t only to prevent war

or to stop terror attacks against Israel, but also to identify opportunities for peace across the region

and to give it our all to promote them. That’s what we did, and it is a feeling of huge satisfaction for

all the workers of Mossad who toiled on this important effort and contributed to its advancement. I’m

proud of them.”

Netanyahu on August 14th also thanked Israel’s Ambassador to the US Ron Dermer, saying he

helped bring about the deal. “He worked quietly behind the scenes with great determination and skill

with his Emirati counterpart and the White House team to bring this about,” Netanyahu tweeted,

referring to al-Otaiba.
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Jerusalem and Abu Dhabi, which share a common foe in Iran, already had well established

intelligence and security relations, which were kept quiet but considered an open secret.

The joint opposition to Iran was a significant factor in the decision to normalize relations, and security

arrangements between the two states will continue and will be strengthened in the future, Channel 12

said. Yaakov Katz, Editor-in-Chief of The Jerusalem Post speculates in an opinion article August 16th

that the Joint Agreement regarding Iran that was initiated by President Obama was another reason

the UAE and Israel were brought together. Both fear a strong Iran.

In June, Netanyahu announced that Israel and the UAE were cooperating in the fight against the

pandemic, and last month, companies from Israel and the UAE signed an agreement to join forces to

research and develop technology in the fight against the coronavirus. Group 42, an Abu Dhabi-based

technology company, signed a memorandum of understanding with Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defense

Systems and Israel Aerospace Industries, according to the Emirati state news agency WAM.

Two direct flights from the UAE landed at Ben Gurion Airport in recent months with aid for the

Palestinian Authority, in what was seen as a further sign of normalization with Israel. The PA rejected

the aid on those grounds. We asked ourselves about these flights but never made any connections to

other diplomatic attempts.

In May, a senior official at one of the country’s leading hospitals said several states in the Gulf,

including the UAE and Bahrain, were actively engaged in cooperation with Israel’s health system.

A shipment of 100,000 coronavirus test kits delivered to Israel in March by the Mossad came from the

UAE, the Ynet news site reported. Once again, we asked our Israeli born friends, where did they get

these kits and they all told us, “that is what the Mossad does.”

Netanyahu, Trump, and his son-in-law and adviser Jared Kushner all said August 13th that they

expected more Arab states to follow the UAE’s lead and normalize ties with Israel.

Senior Israeli officials reportedly said August 13 that they are in advanced talks with Bahrain about

normalizing ties with the Gulf state, hours after the announcement on ties with the UAE.

Friendly Arab states, including Egypt, Bahrain, and a Saudi official welcomed the accord. Presumed

Democratic Presidential Candidate, Joe Biden, congratulated the events. Many people in Israel

believe this shows that Israel can establish relationships with Middle Eastern Arab countries without

an Israeli-Palestinian Agreement.

Michael Oren stated the following:

“For more than half of a century, the paradigm of Middle East peace-making has proven

highly resistant to change. Yet even the fiercest advocates of that belief system must

recognize the seismic shift that will take place once the UAE-Israel treaty is signed. Some

will no doubt insist on adhering to disproven assumptions. Those who care about peace

will abandon them.”

Iran and the Palestinians have vowed to thwart the UAE Israeli deal, which is to be expected.
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Bad news is that a massive explosion at the port in Beirut, Lebanon did incredible damage on August

4. It killed almost 200 people and injured more than 6,000. It left 250,000 people homeless. Lebanon

is our neighbor to the north, and it is believed that they have 150,000 missiles aimed in our direction.

After this great disaster, Dr. Masad Barhoum, head of one of the largest hospitals in northern Israel

asked the Lebanese government to accept Israeli aid. There is a crossing point on the Israeli

Lebanese border where Israel is ready to set up a field hospital as we have done in other countries in

similar situations. He reached out to the president of Lebanon offering to take injured people into

Israeli hospitals. Barboum speaks Arabic and told him we were opening the doors of the hospital to

receive any wounded person, as every minute that passes more will die. There may be a collapse in

their health system, and by helping each other it may help bring peace. Other Israeli hospitals have

offered to take in injured saying, “It is our duty to help anyone who needs it, and especially our

neighbors.” Besides reaching out to help them, this is a reminder that we need to continue to clear

explosive materials out of our port in Haifa .

Link to message Dani Birnbaum sent to the people of Lebanon offering help in Arabic. It has received

very ugly comments.

https://www.facebook.com/105976054517837/posts/148114270304015/?vh=e&d=n

There are currently a record number of protests in Israel. The last time this happened was the cost of

living rebellion in 2011. Thousands are gathering, and there have been protests near our home in

Caesarea. One of the major reasons for the protests is Prime Minister Netanyahu. Many are very

displeased with the government, his handling or mishandling of the coronavirus crisis and the

economy. He has a house not too far from ours, and Saturday night there were around 1,000

protestors. His administration ordered strict isolation at the start of the pandemic. At first this lessened

the infection, however, it caused incredible economic damage. Unemployment is now 20 percent. The

demonstrations here have been largely peaceful. No looting or destruction of property has been

reported. Netanyahu’s son, Yair, is not very popular. He recently called the demonstrators “Aliens”.

This has led many demonstrators to dress up in alien costumes for the demonstrations!

Currently Israel has a decline in new cases of the virus, however, the number of seriously ill patients

is increasing, and hospitals are at full capacity. Certain cities are “hot spots” and are being restricted.

Most public places, restaurants, health clubs, stores, and parks are open with the required

coronavirus restrictions such as face masks. July 23 the director of a Tel Aviv hospital, Prof. Ronni

Gamzu, was named Israel’s “coronavirus czar” to lead the pandemic fight. So far our family here is

well and the number of cases in our area is very low.

Finance Minister Israel Katz said on August 15th that "fear of new elections is over" and that "it's all

about agreements," according to N12 news. Finance Minister Israel Katz (Likud) told KAN Radio on

August 10th that even if the deadline for passing the budget is extended, it should still be passed as

soon as possible.

Our Masorti Synagogue has been closed for a number of weeks for all religious services. We have

had Kabbalat Shabbat Zoom services as well as Tish b’Av on Zoom. We have not held morning

Minyans or Shabbat Zoom. We don’t have Wi-fi in our sanctuary, and the Masorti movement has not

approved “Zooming” services on Shabbat or other Hagim. Cameras are not allowed at services.

The physical maximum number of people for services allowed right now is ten. We, when we had

people attending services that allowed 50, had two-meter distancing, wore masks at all times, and

took temperatures.

https://www.facebook.com/105976054517837/posts/148114270304015/?vh=e&d=n
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For the Torah service, we had the reader at one desk and the person with the aliyah at another. No

touching or kissing of the Torah was permitted. We did not have a processional or recessional and

no Kiddushim. We are still trying to determine our High Holiday situation since the government has

not changed the number allowed to pray indoors beyond ten people.

As with most Masorti synagogues in Israel, our finances have collapsed. We can't have people using

our building. We have laid off personnel. Our other stream of income has been events in the shul

such as movies and tiyulim (trips). We are trying Zoom events with a small fee. Our synagogue has

only fifty members, and most have paid their dues. The next several months will determine our

future.

Would you like to go on a tour of the new Itzik Rabin Museum in Tel Aviv? Our synagogue is offering

a Zoom tour at 9 AM CST on September 7. It will be a guided tour of the museum and information

about Israel’s history and the part played by Rabin. The tour is offered and presented by the

museum. The cost for a Zoom invitation is only $10. You can email office@betisrael.org and charge

on a credit card. Or any questions suzygoodman@gmail.com.

We have been very impressed with Beth Judea’s response to the Coronavirus. The quality and

variety of topics and events are wonderful. We only wish the time difference would not interfere with

our watching many of the programs. We also watched the video about Beth Judea. Kol haKavod.

One of the future sources of members may be olim. Israel is expecting a large number of olim due to

the virus and the social issues in the United States. Nefesh B'Nefesh stated that the number of

inquiries regarding making aliyah is the largest in many years.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the Goodmans, 
who have graciously agreed to blog for our congregation 
their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there are specific 
topics that you are interested in hearing about of if you 
just want to stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you 
can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not

represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

Erez riding “Amigo”

One of our grandsons in Israel, Erez, is 11. He is

learning how to ride horses at a nearby kibbutz, Sdot

Yam, home of Caesarea Stone. He takes lessons

and doesn’t have to but wears a mask.

We wish everyone in the world a healthy future as we

go into 5781. May peace and understanding be the

goal.
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