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SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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(article continued on next page)

Well, here we are in the early part of April. Many

things have changed while others remain the same.

Much has happened since the March 2, 2020 third

election in Israel. There should be a Las Vegas bet

option on which will end first, the Corona virus or the

impasse on Israel’s formation of a government.

What has happened since that third election? Likud,

as previously mentioned, received the most seats but

could only build a coalition of 58. Kahol and Lavan

(Blue and White) had two seats less than Likud but

with the Joint Alliance Party’s okay, was charged by

President Rivlin with forming a government.

.

Before Pesach!

The swearing in of the Knesset with Gantz since they 
didn’t allow everyone there at the same time because 
of Corona virus.



Page  3

ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s (continued from previous page)

(article continued on next page)

Benny Gantz, head of Kahol Lavan ( Blue and White) had to make a decision. He decided to

form an emergency coalition government with most of what formerly was Gantz’s original

Resilience Party, Likud, Shas, Yamina, United Torah and lose the Yesh Atid faction of the Kahol

Lavan as well as Yaalon’s part of the party. Lapid will lead the opposition with the remaining part

of the Yesh Atid Party.

On April 7th, The Jerusalem Post commissioned Smith Research that took a poll and Netanyahu

had almost a 70% approval rating on handling of the pandemic. At the time of the poll if there

were an election, Likud would receive 42 seats and his right-wing coalition would climb to 64

seats. That would be more than enough to form a stable right-wing government. The Labor Party

is all but gone as they joined Gantz. Labor is the party of Ben Gurion, Peres, and Rabin. Only in

Israel could this happen.

Gantz said he is trying to form this coalition because of the Coronavirus. He has been called a

Benedict Arnold. Others feel he was wise, patriotic, and brave.

Amotz Asa-El is a writer and published an article April 2, 2020 in The Jerusalem Post. Below is a

synopsis of his thoughts:

Asa-El is sure Gantz did make his move for the good of the country. He states: “ In fact, one is at

a loss to understand how anyone could have acted otherwise in these days of awe.

With airports shuttered, schools locked, theaters idle, stadiums deserted, stocks plummeting, a

million Israelis unemployed, and the streets of Tel Aviv, New York, London and Paris emptied –

these people actually thought our routine political boxing should continue unabated?”

Asa-El continues:

“When we feel collectively threatened, we set everything aside and fight together. It’s the Israeli

way. That is what we did in the face of siege in 1967, that is what we did in the face of economic

mayhem in 1984.”

If this coalition comes to fruition, Netanyahu will be prime minister first and then Gantz. Prime

Minister Netanyahu is rescheduled for his trial in late May. Just as this has to be in, it appears

there may be President Rivlin’s decision to allow Likud to form a government. On April 12th, it is

reported Rivlin won’t extend Gantz’s time to form a government. Stay tuned!

Israel had a record tourism business in 2019 and a huge percentage of visitors were coming

from China, Japan and South Korea. It became apparent in February that the virus was being

carried into the country. On February 23 the Immigration and Population Authority decided ad

hoc to not allow 200 South Korean visitors to disembark from their plane. The 14 Israelis on the

plane were put in quarantine for 14 days. This is the requirement of all travelers flying into Israel.

On February 26 Israel was the first country in the world to advise its citizens against all non-

essential overseas travel.

Many special arrangements were made to get Israeli citizens back to Israel from different parts of

the world.
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We have been in Israel for over 10 years. Besides the unfortunate stabbings and other

terrorism, we have experienced two conflicts with Gaza that included rockets and missiles.

Hazzan and Mrs. Weisberg experienced rocket attacks on one of their visits. For the most part,

when these things are happening life continued as normal. We had plans to travel with them

here at the end of April but that has been cancelled due to the virus.

No one, unfortunately, will know what the correct strategy was until this pandemic is over.

Should those with the best chance of surviving the virus return to work? Twenty five percent of

the Israeli workforce is unemployed. It was about 4% before the Coronavirus. Since Israel has

only one international airport, nine million people in a small area,and our borders are very

secure, allowing the quarantine to be quickly imposed. We don’t have a political set up with

governors, senators, and a House of Representatives. We don’t even have a formal

constitution. Outside of mayors, governing in Israel is very centralized.

We have an HMO system with four HMOs. Except for referrals we can’t see our specialists.

When Howie tried to make an appointment on line with a specialist, a questionnaire popped up

asking if you were in the high-risk category and had any symptoms of the virus. Since Howie is

in the high-risk category, the computer screen stated to stay home unless it is an emergency.

We need to put all health problems on hold.

The schools were closed on March 13 and it was only a few days before classes for students

were started online. Apparently, the plan to do this was already in place because of past

situations when schools had to be shut down for times of attack. Our grandchildren are on a

schedule for their classes except for the usual Pesach vacation break. Our daughter who has

classes and students at the University of Haifa is teaching on Zoom. We have noticed many

new classes and lectures now available online. A Masorti rabbi is conducting the weekly class

that had been set up prior to the pandemic on Zoom. It works for us and we don’t have to travel

to classes. We have worked with the 7-year old’s English reading and the kids seem to be

adjusting to the home study plan.

Erez (l)  and Alon(R)  keeping social distances
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At first, the restrictions were that over 100 could not be in

groups, then 50 and now it is 5 for workplaces and they

have to keep the distance of 6 feet. Theaters, restaurants

and malls were closed on March 13. Starting on the eve

of Pesach until April 10 there could be only essential

travel between cities and only those living together could

attend seders. This was an effort to isolate and protect.

There are security guards checking for violators of the

restrictions and our daughter and son-in-law volunteered

to help.The guards give fines, but volunteers just give

warnings to many people who are still trying to get to the

closed beach. For doing this they had a light for top of

car, sign on car door, red guard shirts, and opportunity to

drive around.

When the breakout started the highest percentage of

diagnosed cases were in the ultra-orthodox areas. The

city of Bnei Brak had 25% of its population who tested

positive for the virus. These areas live and worship in

very close quarters. The news of the health risks was

slow to spread because they often have no radio,

television or computer contact with the outside world.

Bnei Brak had to be physically blocked off.
Dani & Beverly Patrolling in Caesarea

during lockdown

Israel has had a shortage of eggs but otherwise no food shortage

and absolutely no shortage of toilet paper. Although, at one point

our grocer limited it to a 4 roll purchase. Only our daughter has

been doing the grocery shopping, and she goes early in the

morning. During the Pesach holiday, there is a 20% increase in

egg consumption. Millions of eggs have been flown in from

Portugal and the rest of Europe, By the end of April, over 32

million eggs are expected to be imported.

Our step-grandson just started basic training for the IDF. Many of

the responsibilities of providing food, assisting the medical

facilities and patients have been taken care of by IDF soldiers.

This is a disaster situation for which they have trained.

(article continued on next page)

Two shortages eggs and toilet
tissue.  The Hebrew is 

“The Jewel in the Crown”
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We have been at home for a month when we submitted this article. We are sorry that many have

suffered in this weird invasion into our lives. Living next to our family has made this much easier

for us than for many of our friends who are alone. The counts are coming in, and we hope that

the measures being followed here will help prevent illness and death. Our hearts go out to those

who are being hurt, and we look forward to this being only temporary.

There are some strange remarks from Israeli haters.

The BDS founder, Omar Barhouti, stated recently, that if Israel discovers a cure for cancer or a

vaccination for the Corona 19 virus, it is permissible to obtain these items. He lives in the West

Bank. How did this person receive the 2017 Gandhi Peace Prize? Israel has created so many

innovations that have changed the way of doing things in the world. Barghouti feels he can select

what should be boycotted or not!

We hope that when you read this the world’s fight against this virus will be more under control.

May you be healthy and back to work and fun! We had planned to come to the states in

September, so we hope that can still happen.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy the this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog for our 
congregation their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there 
are specific topics that you are interested in hearing 
about of if you just want to stay in touch with Howie and 
Suzanne, you can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not

represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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