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Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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Stand With Us is an organization with which you may be familiar. One of their major purposes has
been to fight BDS (Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions), which is a Palestinian-led campaign that
promotes various forms of boycotts against Israel. Stand With Us does much of its work on college
campuses and uses young people to deliver Israel’s message. They now have a headquarters in
Jerusalem and have created a grassroots movement of young and old from different backgrounds to
be activists for Israel. They send emissaries all over the world to speak about Israel. In February, we
attended a beautiful breakfast that they sponsored at a hotel in Ra’anana along with some of our
friends from Netanya. Our reason for attending was that we support their cause and the speakers
sounded interesting.

The Stand With Us breakfast program consisted of showing a segment called “Voices for Israel,” a
video showing non-Jews and Jews who live in Israel and speak on Israel’s behalf. The video showed
students with Stand With Us at Wits University in South Africa during the Israel Apartheid Week.
These students and SWU representatives printed up posters of Israeli victims of Arab terror to hold
up to the protesters and managed to get activists to their side. They sang Israeli songs amid the
demonstrations. This South African campus is considered ground zero for the BDS movement. This
film was followed by three speakers who made strong cases for the organization’s work.

The first speaker was a 30-year-old commander in the IDF whose grandmother was a Holocaust
survivor. His unit opened the gates to Syria to take out the injured and to bring them to Israeli
hospitals for treatment. He was part of an IDF delegation to Auschwitz and showed a photo of himself
in his IDF uniform, holding a large Israeli flag in front of the barracks in which his grandmother had
been a prisoner.

The second speaker was an Ethiopian woman who spoke of the traditional way of life in Ethiopia as a
Jew. Her family always yearned for Jerusalem, and she was part of the wave of mass emmigration
from Ethiopia to Israel. She is now the director of the Ethiopian Village that we visited on our Dimona
tiyul in October.

An Israeli Arab woman who grew up near Be’er Sheva was the third speaker. She speaks Arabic,
Hebrew, and English, which helps her communicate to Arabs and Palestinians in representing Israel.
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The breakfast ended, of course, with an appeal for donations. We give to the organization as we
support the work they are doing. They are working hard to fight the anti-Israel activity on
campuses in the United States.

Our friends Marsha and Alan Stein made aliyah a few years ago
from Massachusetts. They own an apartment in Netanya and also
own a condominium in Boston, where they spend the summer
months. They have been coming to Israel for many years and, as
we did, they made aliyah after retiring. Recently, they came to
spend the day with us and visit the new museum at the Caesarea
Port. We have been there several times, but after having lunch
together at a new restaurant in our Caesarea Center, we joined
them to revisit the new museum. The Visitor’s Center Museum at
Caesarea National Park has recently been rebuilt in the ancient
harbor vaults. Besides interesting exhibits illustrating the
construction and history of the port, there is a very nice theatre.
One of the exhibits is the largest discovery of gold coins in Israel in
the harbor five years ago. We remember that happening and the
excitement when the divers called our daughter. Now, for the third
or fourth time we watched the film which features Herod and the
construction of the port along with the story of him having his wife
and sons executed. It took 12 years to build the port of Caesarea
and it was the headquarters of the Roman government in Palestine
by the year 6 BCE. The sides of the harbor went out a mile and
attracted trade from Europe, Turkey, and Egypt. Caesarea was a
planned city with a network of roads, a temple, theater,
amphitheater (which has been updated and has performances
now), and a hippodrome where executions and other entertainment

Caesarea National Park photos courtesy 

of Alan Stein

was held in ancient times. As residents of Caesarea, we can go into the port free of charge, and we
love to go there. There are shops and restaurants. Port Cafe is a very lovely place to eat good fish
and chips, hummus, and other yummy dishes while looking out at the harbor. Sometimes, we just
bike down with the kids to eat gelato and watch the tourists from around the world. How lucky we are
to live here and have this is our “backyard”!

Hello to " Groundhog Day" three. The results are in, and Likud has 36 seats compared to Kahol
Lavan (Blue and White), which has 33 seats. As you are aware by now, a coalition of 61 is needed to
control the Knesset.

The exit polls, once again, were unreliable. The three major polling outlets declared Likud would have
60 seats with the other parties joining them. Now, it is 58 seats.

Likud will try to get individuals to defect to its party. The chances appear slim to none.

On March 8, 2020, it was suggested that The Blue and White Party will gain 62 seats. The
predominantly Israeli Arab Joint List Party will sign an agreement that they want Blue and White to
form a government. That would give the Gantz led party 48 seats. Mtanes Shehadeh, head of the
Balad faction of the Joint List, said Sunday that the slate wouldn't recommend tasking Gantz with
forming Israel's next government. Speaking in an interview with Army Radio, Shehadeh said that "The
Joint List won't repeat the same mistake of recommending Gantz," adding that as far as he's
concerned, Kahol Lavan and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party are the same.

The Labor Gesher Meretz Party will join Gantz with their 7 seats to reach 55 seats and Lieberman’s
seven seats would total 62.
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As usual, every day brings a new situation.On March 10, 2020 , two

Blue and White MKs, Yoaz Henkel and Zvi Hauser, ruled out

backing a minority government backed from outside the coalition by

the Joint List. MKs Gabi Ashkenazi and Chili Tropper also oppose a

minority government but have not joined Hauser and Handel.

Without Henkel and Hauser, Gantz’s majority would fall to 60 to

Likud’s 58. Gantz would have to get the three MKs from Balad,

which have been the most extreme party in the Knesset and whose

past MKs have been convicted of aiding terrorist groups. As of this

writing, President Rivlin has not announced who he has chosen to

try and form a government first. He has until March 17th.

Yisrael Beytenu chairman MK

Avigdor Liberman set out his

demands for joining a government

on March 8th, which focused

primarily on matters of religion and

state. The Yisrael Beytenu

chairman demands ultra-Orthodox

enlistment, civil marriage, local

control over public transport, and

commerce on Shabbat.

Supposedly, Gantz tweeted “okay.”

Lieberman would think about

supporting Likud if Netanyahu

resigned.

Likud added more total votes and

Blue and White received less votes

than in September. Many felt Likud

did a better job in campaigning.

Gantz appeared to be a poor

campaigner according to many

people in the press.

One must also realize that Blue and

White and Likud have 70% of the

total votes. The turnout was the

highest since 1999 reaching over 70%. The government even

created voting locations for eligible Israeli voters quarantined with

the Coronavirus.

There were 29 parties that ran in this election. Only 8 reached the

3.25% voting threshold to receive a Knesset seat.
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Some feel the real winner from this election is the Joint List Party. They feel they can force Blue and
White to do more for the Israeli Arab population.

The Joint List is an alliance of the four largest Arab-Majority Parties in Israel. Its policy platform
includes the following:

1) Ending Israel’s rule over the Palestinians
2) Establishing an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital
3) Dismantling of all settlements and the security barrier
4) Freeing all “political prisoners”
5) Just solution for Palestinian refugees that would give them the ability to return to lands now a

part of Israel
6) Arab Israelis are the indigenous inhabitants of Israel
7) Battle poverty and unemployment in Arab society

Alan Stein, a member of our synagogue and a very active pro-Israel member of CAMERA
(Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting) in America who received an award a few years
ago) in a March 9, 2020 letter to the editors of the Jerusalem Post stated that the Joint List has some
very reasonable demands such as government investments in Arab cities and towns, including
schools and infrastructure should be equal to that of Jewish areas. This should be a given.

However, other demands include Israel not defending itself against terrorists from Gaza.

Interestingly, polls taken of Israeli Arabs shows that most would prefer to remain Israeli citizens
rather than become citizens of a new state called “Palestine.” A Jerusalem Post article dated
February 4, 2020 by Daniel Pipes written after the Trump Peace Plan showed that the majority of
Israeli Arabs living in what is known as “the Triangle” inhabited by 300,000 Arabs, want to remain
Israeli citizens. Halal Bana reports that many Triangle residents have bought property in Jewish
cities, and some have moved in.

The Islamist mayor of Umm el- Fahm, the largest predominately Muslim town in Israel, responded
negatively when Ariel Sharon proposed this and stated, “the democracy and justice in Israel is better
than the democracy and justice in Arab and Islamic countries.” Ahmad Tibi, a viciously anti-Zionist
member of Israel’s parliament, called PA control “a dangerous anti-democratic suggestion.”

In Jerusalem, Arab residents in sizable numbers have moved to predominantly Jewish areas as
French Hill and Piscataway Ze’ev (areas the PA considers illegal Israeli settlements). The
distinguished journalist Khalid Abu Toameh, who lives in a “Jewish settlement,” humorously calls
himself an “Arab settler.”

Netanyahu is scheduled to go on trial March 17th. He is trying to get the date postponed so he can
spend his time on gaining the majority. His party appears stuck at 58 seats. Obviously, the fact that
he was indicted and going on trial did not dissuade his followers from voting for him in larger
numbers than the September election.

Lieberman and Gantz are also stating that legislation would be introduced in the Knesset that would
prohibit someone to be the prime minister while being on trial. The “anyone but Bibi” campaign
continues. We don't know what the outcome will be.

Reaction to the Coronavirus in Israel has been swift. Flights to almost all of Europe, China, Japan,
and even a few to USA, have been canceled. Israelis returning from the AIPAC Convention are
being placed in home quarantine.



Page 6

ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s (continued from previous page)

One of the advantages Israel has is the existence of one international airport as well as very

secure borders. Israelis and non-Israelis returning to Israel are voluntarily quarantined for 14 days

in their homes. All public events of 2,000 or more individuals have been cancelled including the

Holon Purim Parade. The March Jerusalem Marathon has been postponed to October. We wonder

whether the Summer Olympics in Tokyo will be held

Our 7-year-old grandson, Alon, is
now playing hockey. Recently we
went to his first game which they
won, 5 -3. Rules were not observed
concerning “offsides” and no
checking was allowed. Afterwards
we celebrated at McDonalds. As we
were leaving, a young employee
asked where we were from. Our
daughter told her that we were
originally from the USA, except for
Alon who was born in Hadera. We
believe she was asking because of
the concerns regarding the
Coronavirus. Some of the workers
were wearing masks.

Alon with his “emah” Beverly

Many of the traditional Purim events
in Israel have been cancelled.
Anyone who hasn’t been here for
Purim can’t imagine how big a
holiday it is. People working in stores,
businesses, and restaurants dress up
for several days prior to the holiday.
School age kids are given a couple
days of vacation.

Erez’s “Zombie versus 

plants” costume made 

by Beverly.

Many Anglos we know are happy that it appears Bernie Sanders may not be the Democratic
Nominee for President of the United States.
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In early March, Senator Sanders hired Phillip Agnew as a top advisor. Agnew makes his anti-
Israel surrogate, Rep. Ileana Omar, look like Hadassah founder Henrietta Szold, according to
The Jerusalem Post journalist Herb Keinon. He also called Israel an apartheid state and in a visit
in 2015 called Israel “cold, calculating racism and ethnic privilege masquerading as a Jewish
state.” Agnew has also bashed President Obama when he was president.

In 2017, two Israeli Arabs were appointed to the Israel Supreme, Court Salim Joubran from Acre,
and George Kara from Jaffa. Is this a sign of an apartheid state? Not all things are perfect in
Israel. However, the economic situation of Israeli Arabs is much better than most of their
surrounding neighbor countries. Israeli Arabs are employed in construction, the medical field, and
other occupations in Israel. Many of the pharmacists are Israeli Arabs, as are clerks in our local
grocery stores. On the eve of Purim, Howie saw an Israeli Arab wearing a head covering and a
Purim costume!

We hope you enjoyed Purim and wish all our friends at Beth Judea good health!

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy the this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog for our 
congregation their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there 
are specific topics that you are interested in hearing 
about of if you just want to stay in touch with Howie and 
Suzanne, you can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not

represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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