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Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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Aliyah in Our 60’s – March 2020 - Part 87

(article continued on next page)

As usual, there has been so

much occurring in Israel

since our last newsletter.

March 2 is the third Israeli

election in less than one

year, and the Trump “Deal

of the Century” has been

introduced.

On Tuesday, January 28,

2020, President Trump

introduced his peace plan at

a White House gathering.

Prime Minister Netanyahu

was present. We watched

the event live on one of our

local channels.
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The details will not be mentioned here, but a brief overview follows:

1. Israel will receive full control of the settlements.

2. Jerusalem will be Israel's undivided capital.

3. It will establish a Palestinian state.

4. As for the threat of a destabilized Jordan following the annexation of the Jordan

Valley, the US is in touch with Jordanian King Abdullah II, and Israel has taken

the various possibilities into consideration.

5. No Israelis or Palestinians will be evacuated from their homes under the plan.

6. The status quo on the Temple Mount will remain.

7. The US plan sets a pathway for a Palestinian state if in the next four years they

meet conditions it sets, including stopping incitement to terrorism, payments to

terrorists, and disarming Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

8. If the conditions are met, then a Palestinian state could be recognized, with

limited sovereignty, as Israel would have full security control. A Palestinian

capital could be established in the part of east Jerusalem made up of Abu Dis,

Kafr Akab, and half of Shuafat.

9. Land swaps would also be included in the deal for an eventual Palestinian

state, which would require Israel to hold a referendum before surrendering land

near the Gaza-Egypt border, as well as the neighborhoods in east Jerusalem.

Granting areas populated by Israeli Arabs near the Wadi Ara Triangle is also

proposed in the Trump plan. Trump said the plan will “more than double

Palestinian territory… No Palestinians will be uprooted from their homes.” If the

Palestinians choose to accept the plan, Trump said, some $50 billion will be

infused into this new Palestinian state.

10. Netanyahu in his speech said he has agreed to negotiate peace with the

Palestinians on the basis of Trump’s peace plan. He noted several key

reasons, including especially that rather than “pay lip service to Israel’s

security,” the president “recognizes that Israel must have sovereignty in places

that enable Israel to defend itself by itself.”

11. Palestinian refugees’ Ishtar of return will be to areas that will be designated as

Palestinian.

12. A tunnel linking Gaza with the rest of Palestine would be built.

Some polls in Israel state Israelis only give the plan a 10% chance of gaining peace.

Benny Gantz and the Blue and White Party have agreed to support the plan. Between Likud and

the Blue and White Party, this represents a majority in the Knesset for the plan.
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The fact that a map has been shown is also a

major factor. Kushner has invited the opposition

to this plan to draw their own plan and map. We

don’t believe that the Palestinians would ever

draw a map with Israel as a state.

Reactions from various sources compiled by

Marsha Stein:

Global Commentary and Think-Tank Analysis:

An Arab Case for the U.S. Peace Plan - Ahmed

Charai

Although the new U.S. peace

proposal is unlikely to achieve its

purported goal, it is useful because

it underscores certain facts. The

Palestinians never will accept the

existence of a Jewish state in what

they consider to be "historic

Palestine," which includes present-

day Israel. If there was any doubt

about that, just listen to the

Palestinians' present-day chant for

the "liberation of Palestine, from the

Possible map of the area

Count me among a large number of Arabs who have long believed that the U.S. peace plan

deserves a chance - albeit one of the few who says so publicly. The failure to build vibrant

Palestinian civil, economic, and cultural institutions has always been a significant obstacle to

their dream of statehood. Thus, it is pragmatic to open a four-year window for the Palestinians

to pursue such an outcome, as the U.S. plan essentially does.

No prior conception of a peace settlement has gone as far in articulating a plan to foster

Palestinian civil and economic vitality. The Bahrain economic workshop won large pledges of

financial support from Saudi Arabia and other countries.

Though rejectionist ideologues remain in power, younger generations express greater

interest in economic progress, Let us all hope for peace and give this plan a chance.

Palestinians Are the Only Stateless People Who Turned Down Repeated Offers of Statehood -

Steve Frank
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river to the sea" (from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea, including both the West Bank
and all of Israel).

The Encyclopedia of the Stateless Nations cites the claims for statehood of over 350 stateless
peoples. Many are ancient peoples who have had their own separate identities for centuries,
including 45 million Kurds, 6 million Tibetans, 70 million Tamils in southern India, 30 million Igbos
in Nigeria, 30 million Sikhs in India, 10 million Ahwazi Arabs in Iran, the Basques, and the
Catalans.

The elevation of the Palestinian narrative is especially anomalous given that, unlike other
stateless people, the stateless status of the Palestinians is largely self-inflicted. They are the only
stateless people who have turned down repeated offers of statehood and independence over the
last hundred years.

They are also the only stateless people who have repeatedly and routinely turned to
indiscriminate violence and terrorism in pursuit of their goals. The Kurds, Tibetans, and other
stateless peoples have never turned their call for statehood into an excuse for murder. The writer
served for 30 years as an appellate lawyer with the U.S. Department of Justice.

Gil Hoffman is considered a very accomplished political analyzer for the Jerusalem Post . He
recently came out with an article about what the parties have to do with less than a month to go
before the March 2 election for success in Election 3.0. He quotes Ross Perot in the satire movie
“The Campaign” in 1998 who said, “War has rules. Mud wrestling has rules. Politics has no rules.”
A third election has no rule book to follow. Should the parties do what they have been doing or
completely change to attract attention?

Hoffman’s basic conclusion as of the 10th of February is that the parties are running very
conservative and similar to the first two elections. He thought that in the second election the
parties held their ammunition because it was before school started, and no one was paying
attention to the election. They are basically applying the same strategy now even though school is
in session. There have been few political billboards on the highways. He said, “They know the
Israelis are sick and tired of elections, and there is no point in making them sicker of the
elections.”

Let us look at the eight largest parties and their keys to success:

Blue and White
Current Seats: 33
Poll position: 33-36
Strategy for success: Feeding on the “fed-up.” Try to appeal to voters’ dislike for the belief
it is Netanyahu’s fault there is a stalemate. They will focus on the corruption of Netanyahu
and the leadership qualities of Benny Gantz.

Likud
Current seats: 32
Poll Position: 31-34
Strategy for success: Bank on Bibi.
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He always tells people he is the only one who can run the country, that Benny Gantz is “a nice guy

but unfit to lead.” He also singles out President Obama, whom he says he endured successfully.

Joint List

Current seats: 13

Poll Position: 12-14

Strategy for success: Outreach to angry electorate.

The US President Trump plan that designates the “Triangle” that would put Israeli Arabs in

Palestine may result in a higher Arab turnout.

Labor Gesher Meretz

Current Seats: 11

Poll Position: 7-10

Strategy for success: Focusing on socio-economic issues

Shas

Current Seats: 9

Poll Position: 7-9

Strategy for success: Bear hugging Bibi. Identify themselves as more pro Netanyahu than

Netanyahu.

Yisrael Beytenu

Current seats: 8

Poll Position: 7-8

Strategy for success: Being anti-Haredim

Polls show Beytenu leader Lieberman’s voters are very anti-Netanyahu. The party slogan is there

will not be a fourth election.

United Torah Judaism

Current Seats: 7

Poll Position: 7-8

Strategy for Success: Lashing out at Lieberman. Every election, the number of eligible voters in the

Ashkenazi Haredim sector grows, due to the large birth rate in the sector.

Yamina

Current seats: 7

Poll Position: 7-9

Strategy for success: Maximizing the Defense Minister Bennett. The main message is applying

sovereignty to Jewish Communities in Judea and Samaria.

These parties represent almost all the seats in the Knesset. However, no party has enough votes to

reach 61 Knesset members. Lieberman’s party can make the difference, but most Israelis want a

majority coalition of Likud and Blue and White.



Page 7

ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s (continued from previous page)

What could dramatically change the structure would be if some party would change its allegiance
to a different coalition. Could it happen? Just look again at Ross Perot’s statement!

The city of Jerusalem was “shut down” on January 23 as the city’s largest diplomatic assembly
took place. It was Jerusalem’s 5th annual International Holocaust Remembrance Day. This day
was organized in 2006 by the Holocaust and United Nations Outreach Programme. Its purpose is
to remember the millions of victims, the survivors, and their rescuers. Currently there are 150,000
Holocaust survivors living in Israel. Their average age is 88. The actual day of the remembrance
day in most countries is January 27.

Dozens of monarchs, presidents, and prime ministers came to Jerusalem to recognize the
importance of remembering and educating future generations about anti-Semitism and this sad
time in the history of mankind. This was the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the death camp
of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Among the attendants were Russian President Vladimir Putin, French
President Emmanual Macron, Prince Charles, and US Vice-President Mike Pence.

We listened to many of the speeches given at the assembly. Pence’s speech agreed with
Netanyahu that the “tyrants of Tehran” are among today’s dangers with their aim to destroy the
United States and Israel.

Moshe Klantor, the president of the World Holocaust Forum, said forty percent of European Jews
are considering leaving their countries. French President Macron, speaking to French-Israelis
before the event, said the “dark shadow of anti-Semitism is being reborn.” We have seen this
personally as the wealthy buyer of a house in our Caesarea neighborhood lives in London. He
told us that he bought the house here in case he needs to move out of the UK. Meanwhile, it is
their vacation home and he is remodeling.

Speaking of remodeling, our street has been a construction zone since August. Our next-door
neighbor had their house demolished and is rebuilding on the site. The house across the street
has a dumpster in front of it and occasionally a crane. At the end of the street, what was an open
area of grass and trees, is now getting infrastructure for between five to ten new houses. The
area of palm trees and grass in back of our house now has a biking path and a walking path with
lights and benches. We are thinking, “they tore down paradise and put up a parking lot!” For the
next couple years, we will be living with the dirt, noise, and lack of parking spaces on the street.
There is a run-down house on the lot next to us which was designed and built by an Israeli
bathing suit designer. It has been in litigation for 20 years, but when that is resolved it will most
likely be torn down. We can look forward to that. This is still a beautiful place in which to live, just
different.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy the this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog for our 
congregation their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there 
are specific topics that you are interested in hearing 
about of if you just want to stay in touch with Howie and 
Suzanne, you can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not

represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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