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ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s
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TO CAESEREA, ISRAEL
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SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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Aliyah in Our 60’s – February 2020 - Part 86

(article continued on next page)

“Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do

without,” is a statement from Confucius. It is a true escape, and we

enjoyed escaping to Eilat for five days in January with the Raanana

Symphonette Orchestra and guest artists. We left the winter rains in the

north to enjoy warm and sunny days in Eilat. It is the southernmost

point of Israel on the beautiful Red Sea and is next to Jordan and

Egypt. The ride there can be about five hours drive from Caesarea with

a few stops. The scenery is desert and mountains and aside from being

a dangerous curvy road it is a beautiful ride. It is possible to fly to Eilat

from Ben Gurion. However, that takes almost as long with waits,

parking, and taxis. There are now international flights into the new

airport in Eilat.

Eilat
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(article continued on next page)

There was a rehearsal before the actual performance which was done with the help of the Arava

Choir. Yishai Steckler, the conductor, led the audience in singing O mia babbino Caro in Gianni

Schicchi, humming in Madama Butterfly, parts of Carmen, and other songs. The last song was

Handel’s Messiah - Halleluia. It was a pleasure worth staying up past our bedtime to be

surrounded by those singing along with the 35-piece orchestra. This concert started at eleven

PM, as was another which we skipped.

The concerts were held three or four times a day, and we went to most of them. The venue 

location was a short walking distance from the hotel. There was Israeli folk, Irish Music, and 

Yamma Ensemble playing Jewish spiritual heritage music. 

Besides the concerts, there was time to do excellent shopping with no VAT (17%) tax. Sherry 

and Suzanne spent one morning at a local shopping mall where they found a great shoe place 

selling Maot shoes that are made at an Israeli kibbutz. Sherry bought sandals and Suzanne 

found a pair of black boots. Next stop was a Fox store where the bargains made the long wait in 

line worthwhile. The wait was longer because, as often happens, a woman pushed ahead of the 

line. Sherry saw her do this and quietly told her as she left that it wasn’t very nice.  Pushing 

ahead seems to be a not so nice part of the Israeli culture. Also, it takes a bit longer at Fox 

because they check all the possible discounts for which you may qualify. Another shopping stop 

was Dora Frankfurt. an Israeli designer’s shop. One of her boutique stores is near the hotel in 

Eilat. We shopped there between concerts and found some stylish new garb.

This is the fifth time that we have attended the

Eilat Classical Music Festival, and it was

special. This is an annual tiyul, and there were

37 in our group. We travelled by bus from

Netanya. Besides being with some friends from

our synagogue, Bet Israel, Netanya, we were

joined by Dan and Sherry Weinberger. They

were here visiting their daughter’s family and

made the festival a part of their trip. Before

meeting us at the Isrotel Laguna Hotel they did

a day tour of amazing Petra in Jordan with their

son and his friend. Petra is the site of a

Nabetian people. It takes about three days to

see most of the city.

The festival theme was Rachmaninov to

Vilenski with original arrangements. There was

a unique repertoire of classical literature

presented especially for the festival with guest

artist soprano Tali Ketzef. This year had an

unusual concert with audience participation.
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(article continued on next page)

The festival package is all-inclusive with full buffets three meals a day inside a lovely dining room

or at tables at the pool. (Only 4800 NIS for 5 days and 4 nights or $1,400.00 for two.) We took a

bottle of wine but never opened it because drinks were provided in restaurant and bar. For

breakfast, you could ask for an omelet and different types of coffee. Besides delicious salads,

soups, entrees, and desserts at the hotel almost every evening, the concert had appetizers,

drinks, and desserts provided in foyer of the concert hall. There was an abundance of excellent

food everywhere! In past years, there has been wine tasting. However, this year just better wine

at events. Howie swam several mornings in the hotel pool, which was cold. It probably was 65

degrees.

The water in the sea is around 68 degrees this time of the year. Our other exercise was walking

down the boulevard next to the sea where there are palm trees, carnival type rides, hotels, and

restaurants. There are street performers, shops, and booths for toys and souvenirs. It is an

amazing fun place of beach, boats, lights, and music.

An added benefit this trip was Saturday morning when our daughter,

Beverly, met us and we went for breakfast at the south beach. She

was there for a 10-day course that she directs and teaches at every

year in January at the Intercultural University Institute. She is a

professor of Marine archaeology at Haifa University. It was interesting

to walk around outside at IUI and see the tanks with coral experiments.

The institute has added a new building since we spent time when

visiting ten years ago before we made aliyah. We have great memories

of swimming and snorkeling the coral reefs in Eilat. Next to IUI are a

beautiful public aquarium and the Dolphin Cove where you can dive

with dolphins.

If you are planning a trip to Israel next

year, maybe you can join us at the Eilat

Classical Music Festival! We plan to do

it again and again!

Photo of Beverly used for 

National Geographic Kids’ 

Magazine

IUI experiment regarding coral survivability under 

different conditions
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The never-ending story of the Israeli elections doesn't have a closing scenario. March 2, 2020 is
the third election in less than one year. Right now, the next results don’t show much hope for a
different ending.

Polls in early January are showing the Blue and White Gantz led party gaining six more seats
than Likud lead by Netanyahu. What will change the outcome rests with Lieberman’s predicted
eight seats.

Israel broke a more than 50-year record for the highest amount of rainfall in northern Israel on
January 9, 2020, according to the Israel Meteorological Service. In the northern coastal plain and
Ramot Menashe, some 350 to 400 millimeters have accumulated over the last two weeks, and
more than 400 mm. fell in the Western and Upper Galilee – in some areas reaching as much as
450 mm. The service reported that this amount of rainfall over a two-week period is highly
unusual. Since it began taking official rain measurements 80 years ago, such large quantities of
rain have been measured in northern Israel only twice: in December 1951 and January 1969.

A record was also broken in southern Israel where, according to the meteorological service, some
122 mm. fell, breaking a 76-year-old record. In the Hermon and northern Golan Heights, snow is
expected, and temperatures will be below average on January 8, 2020.

At the Regavim High School in Moshav Emunim, located near Ashdod, students had to be
evacuated by members of the Fire and Rescue Services on large inflatable boats and tractors
after all accesses to the school were blocked off due to the rain.

The good news regarding the rain is that the Kinneret level is rising and our new synagogue roof
didn’t leak!

http://carolineglick.com/donald-trump-and-the-mythmakers/

The link above is an article discussing the recent killing of Soleimani

Our son-in-law received another call up call from the IDF. He doesn’t know when. This was on
January 8, 2020. Hezbollah has threatened an attack on Israel if the USA responds to Iran’s
retaliation to the air strike killing Soleimani. Iran has also stated it would attack Tel Aviv and Haifa.

The Democrats’ response is concerning to many Israelis. They fear that the USA will remove itself
from the Middle East and its position will be filled by Iran and Russia.

2Hanukkah at Bet Israel with a children’s 

choir of Netanya

Dani and Beverly in Arava in December 

near Mitzpah Ramon where they went 

camping with our grandkids.

http://carolineglick.com/donald-trump-and-the-mythmakers/
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Have a wonderful Tu B’Shvat Seder! We look forward to seeing Cantor and Audrey Weisberg at

the end of April when we have a trip planned to Safed.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy the this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog for our 
congregation their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there 
are specific topics that you are interested in hearing 
about of if you just want to stay in touch with Howie and 
Suzanne, you can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

mailto:HOWIEG@aol.com

