
The Goodman’s Blog

Chapter 85

January 2020



ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s

FROM ARLINGTON HTS, IL 

TO CAESEREA, ISRAEL

(Part 85)

SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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(article continued on next page)

Our ten-year anniversary of making aliyah to Israel was December 1. We love living in Israel

and while there are times we find it hard, we usually find these problems challenging,

interesting, and sometimes funny. We wake up every morning in a place that people come to

for vacations or come to fulfill a life dream. We would like to share some of the things that are

different here and maybe aren’t part of anything a shaliach (envoy, emissary) interview would

include.

To start at the end, literally, the National Insurance Institute pays for all burial expenses and

related services for every person who dies and is buried in Israel. However, an Israeli citizen is

buried in the city cemetery that you are registered as living in. Recently, a friend who lives in

Caesarea lost her husband. The funeral and burial were in Ra'anana because they had not

registered the change in address. If you would like anything other than the normal plan in

burial, it can be arranged with extra charge.

Some differences in car insurance are that if no one under a certain age such as 30 or 40

drives your car it will lower the premium. Also, if you do not drive on Shabbat or other non-

driving Jewish holidays, that will also give you a discount.

When you go shopping at a grocery store here, you need to bring a five-shekel coin. You

won’t be able to get an agallah or grocery cart without it because the coin needs to go in a slot

on the cart to detach a chain from the next row of carts. When you are done shopping, you

return the cart to the row and take your coin out. Our neighborhood store isn’t so worried

about people taking the carts, so they don’t always put the carts together, but you should have

the coin handy in case.



Page  3

ALIYAH IN OUR 60’s (continued from previous page)

(article continued on next page)

Another thing that you might not know is that when you go to a falafel booth, there is a row of

salad items out in front of the counter where they make the falafels. These are part of the

package and are complementary. Help yourself. At the neighborhood falafel stands, they will

trust you to pay after you have eaten. They just ask you what you had. Once when we took a key

to the hardware store to be copied, they didn’t give any receipt for leaving the key. Suzanne

questioned it, but the reply was the normal, “Ain beyah,” no problem. And there wasn’t any issue

when she returned and got new keys.

Driving here is pretty awful. Now the licensing law has changed, and they will allow immigrants

who have a license in the States to get an Israeli driver's license without doing training and the

driver’s test. When we moved here, we had to do both, and it was a project to get our licenses.

Also, then if you failed the driver’s test two times, you had to take a written test in Hebrew.

Turning right on a red light is not allowed. Also, it is very dangerous to signal when changing

lanes on the freeway, as the car behind you will speed up. Drivers are very unpredictable, and

there is a lot of horn honking. Pedestrians have the right of way even if they are just standing at

the cross way. Howie got a police warning from a very polite policeman last week in Netanya.

Howie saw the woman but didn’t think she was going to cross. This would make you think that

the laws on this are very strict which is not the case. Probably half the time drivers don’t stop.

Sometimes when we are stopped for pedestrians the car behind us will honk! If you have your

choice, maybe you don’t want to drive a rental car here. Some companies that have people here

on business have a policy of not allowing car rentals.

If you are looking for a parking place, you will be shocked at the way and places that cars are

parked. There doesn’t seem to be any regulation or ticketing for this in parking lots or anywhere

else. Quite often they are way over the white lines for parking spaces. Maybe they must think

the lines are just a “suggestion” of where one parks. Four-wheel drive vehicles are popular

because they will go over curbs for parking, which is common.

The dress code here is very casual. It is easy to cut back on wardrobes because jeans will work

for almost every occasion. We had lived here for about nine years when I found out our son-in-

law owned a suit because we had never seen him in one.

Weddings are an experience here. They don’t start on time. The first time we went to a wedding

we arrived exactly on time and felt very awkward, as there was no one there. It started about an

hour late. Unlike in the States, there isn’t any wedding gift registration and there aren’t wedding

showers. They just give money. Guests will bring a check or cash to put in the box at the door of

the wedding venue. It is normal here for the gifts to pay for the wedding. Several times we have

been invited to weddings at the last minute. This is because the wedding venue charges for a

certain number and there may be still places at tables that need to be filled. Often guests bring

kids and babies to weddings. When our grandkids were both in strollers, they came along to a

wedding party and slept at the side of the tables. All the weddings that we have attended have

very loud music and drums. It’s great, and the dancing is fun. However, we leave as soon as

possible after dinner to avoid additional hearing loss.
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It was a real problem recently for those planning a wedding in the area surrounding Gaza, as

rockets were being fired. Large gatherings are prohibited by the Home Front Command during

periods of attacks. It caused some to downsize their celebrations considerably. In one case it

was reduced from a thousand guests to one hundred. One couple whose wedding was reduced

in size was surprised by the appearance of Netta Barzilai, the winner of the Eurovision

competition. She heard on TV about their wedding in this under siege area and decided to go

make it really special for them. One bride from Ashkelon called into a radio show, asking

listeners to help find a place for her wedding further north. Another couple planning their wedding

north of Tel Aviv offered to make it a double wedding with any couple from the South who

needed it and posted their offer on Facebook. It is this kind of crisis that brings out the best in

Israelis.

There is a cultural personal space difference here in that people seem to stand closer. In the

schools the teachers often hug the kids. Sadly, in the States this might be a problem. Also, it is

not at all unusual to see fathers, sons, and men embracing each other in public. There is nothing

strange about men walking holding hands with kids. Generally, there is just more comfort in

hugging people.

Shabbat laws make observing Shabbat almost mandatory. This is a major inconvenience for the

non-observant and other religions, so there is much disagreement on this issue. Kosher

restaurants are closed on Saturday. Except the new McDonald’s at Ben Gurion has been able to

get around kosher laws. Trains and buses are stopped on Saturday. Recently bus service was

started within certain cities but not between cities. Many stores are closed, but there are several

shopping malls near us that are open on Shabbat. Since there are really only 1½ days of

weekend here, it doesn’t leave much time for families to shop if the stores are closed on

Saturday.

A big change in shopping now in Israel is that we have Amazon. They just started shipping

orders over forty-nine dollars free to Israel. This is a big change because in the past it was

expensive to ship to Israel with customs taxes. Tax-wise, if Israelis start ordering certain articles

outside of Israel and there is no VAT or value added tax of 17%, it could be stopped. Delivery of

things ordered from Amazon is not to the home and buyers need to go to the post office to collect

them. The post offices are already a place where people go to pay bills and do banking among

other things. Service there is very slow. They realized a few years ago that numbers might work.

Now there are lines of people waiting to pick up their Amazon purchases. So, Amazon is in the

test phase right now in Israel.

If you are planning to go to a park or museum in Israel, it is wise to go early in the morning or as

soon as they open. This is because Israelis stay up late and sleep later on weekends and

holidays. Also, they have kids so that it takes time to get out of the house. Arriving early, you will

totally avoid the rush and can get parking.
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Israel has so many holidays because of all the Jewish holidays. American holidays such as
Valentine’s Day, Thanksgiving, and Halloween are not usually observed here. We celebrate
Thanksgiving, but rarely on the actual holiday. Israel is the largest consumer of turkey meat per
person in the world. But if you want to have a whole turkey, it has to be a special order at the
butcher. This year we got a twenty-pound turkey, which is unusually big here. Cranberries in a
can are hard to find, and fresh cranberries are not to be found here. Our Israeli part of the family
is starting to love Thanksgiving that we help prepare. On Halloween, our daughter and a group of
other immigrants from the US have started organizing Halloween activities for their kids. They
trick or treat to each other's houses, as most people would open the door and not know what it
was all about! Today is December 8, and aside from some Christmas chocolates in the grocery,
there are no signs of the holiday. The bakery sections are full of the smell of sufganyot, and
Hanukkah decorations are starting to appear. The secular New Year isn’t celebrated very much
here.

There are many other differences living here. Since we have been here for ten years, maybe I
don’t recognize the differences as much as you would. We are looking forward to seeing Sherry
and Dan Weinburg soon, and Cantor Weisberg and Audrey will be visiting in May. We hope you
will be able to visit Israel.

On a more serious note, as we had predicted, elections in Israel for the third time are now going
to occur. No real last minute negotiate happened and all parties are blaming each other.

The latest polls of December 11, 2019 show Blue and White having as many as five more seats
than Likud, putting them in the high thirties. The people polled blamed Netanyahu and Lieberman
with Gantz only receiving about nine per cent of the blame.

To review the events, two elections have already occurred. One was April 9, 2019, and the
second one was September 17, 2019. In April, after the election, Likud couldn’t gain the 61 seats
necessary for a coalition majority and new elections were called for September 17, 2019. Once
again, Likud had the first chance to form a coalition and couldn’t. The Blue and White Party then
was given an opportunity. They couldn’t.

Prime Minister Netanyahu has been indicted on four counts including bribery, fraud, and breach
of trust. He is the first sitting prime minister in Israel to be indicted. A court date has not been
announced. He has refused to resign. President Rivlin has hinted he might pardon Netanyahu if
he would resign. Netanyahu has stated he won't resign, but now there are hints he might accept a
pardon by the end of the month.

March 2 is the date the Knesset has determined for the next election to be.

Sa’ar’s demand for new primaries to lead the party has brought Netanyahu to agree with other
party officials that a vote will be held in the coming weeks, should new elections be called. Only

Likud members would vote in such a poll,
though the survey could be indicative of the
national mood, as Netanyahu loses some of
his luster as the undisputed party leader.

Confused? Frustrated? We certainly are both.
Imagine, a third possible election with
basically similar results. A party headed by
Liberman with 8 seats is holding up the
country.
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What sport would you think Israel doesn’t

participate in? If you thought it would be

hockey, you would be incorrect. The

Lermans will be happy to know there is

hockey in Israel. There are three rinks -

one in Metula, one near Netanya, and one

in Holon. Because of the large number of

Russian immigrants, as well as Americans

and Canadians, hockey and figure skating

are alive in Israel. To even make you

believers, our seven-year-old grandson

Alon just began learning at a rink about 45

minutes from us near Netanya. Initially, our

daughter Beverly took Erez and Alon to

Metula in northern Israel to experience

skating. She didn’t know there were other

skating rinks. Alon immediately took to the

ice and now is doing lessons twice a week.

We hope you had a Chanukah filled with light and joy!

Remember, since we moved here, Netanyahu has been our only Prime Minister. He has been Prime

Minister longer than anyone, including Ben Gurion. Generally, many believe he has done many

good things for Israel. However, many feel it is time for change.

We are amazed, as relatively new citizens of Israel, that Israel continues to work without a new

government. The cost of just another election is estimated at 475 million shekels, or over 135 million

US dollars.

A Knesset member who is doing absolutely nothing is receiving $11,650 equivalent to the shekel

amount per month for ten months- plus the cost of aides. There are 120 members of the Knesset

receiving pay for doing nothing. In the meantime, people in Israel continue to work, pay their taxes,

raise their families, and some are receiving hundreds of rockets from Gaza.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy the this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog for our 
congregation their experiences as Olim in Israel. If there 
are specific topics that you are interested in hearing 
about of if you just want to stay in touch with Howie and 
Suzanne, you can reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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