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SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN
Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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The typical life steps for Israeli youth are that they graduate from high school and then, along with

their friends, join the IDF. Depending on their choice of brigades, the time spent in the army is

from 3 to 5 years. During that time, they are saving for their travel year before they enter college

and complete preparation for career and life plans. This travel year takes them anywhere in the

world, Thailand, India, China, Italy, and other places to explore the world. This is after growing up

in a country the size of New Jersey. They share information on good places to go and do their

trips with friends or independently. There is great excitement among those finishing their IDF duty

as they go off to explore the world.

Gil, the 25 year old son of someone we know from our health club, was on this path. He finished

an elite brigade in the IDF and worked for a while at our neighborhood grocery store to get the last

of money needed for his trip. He went off to Ecuador, where his goal was to climb the second

highest volcano. One night in mid-August at two o’clock in the morning, his parents got a call that

he had been climbing by himself, fell, and was dead. Before this tragedy, he had met a very

special girl from New York in the hostel he was staying at. She and another girl knew that he was

out climbing, and when he didn’t return they assisted in the search. It took two weeks to get his

body transported back to Israel. His parents had to be on the phone dealing with people constantly

telling him that he might be on the next flight. The Israeli government offices were involved, and

the cost involved for the transport was two-hundred and fifty thousand dollars, covered by

insurance.
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Our friends flew his new girlfriend and the other girl to their home in Caesarea. They wanted

to meet them and to hear firsthand about his experience and what lead up to the accident.

There was no regular shiva as they had two weeks of shiva before the funeral. Their house

was filled with Gil’s friends, their relatives from Scotland, and many friends from Caesarea.

Their house and backyard chairs were filled with his friends sharing stories and memories of

him. At the funeral his father spoke and said they were trying to celebrate Gil’s life. They

were trying to treasure the joy that he had brought to their lives for twenty-five years and after

their long shiva they were going to try to continue on with their lives as he would have

wanted. Even though there was just short notice, there were a few hundred mourners at the

funeral. The beautiful flower filled cemetery is on a hillside next to banana orchards

overlooking the sea in Caesarea. The hot sun shone brightly and there was a light pleasant

breeze. They played the song “Walk On;” it was a reminder of how fragile life is and that we

never know in life when great and exciting adventures can end abruptly and in tragedy.

Technology progresses and some farmers in Israel may find their jobs replaced by drones.

Two farmers from Upper Galilee developed an automatic farming system that uses special

drones and optimizes outdated work methods. The system, called “Joe” after the shepherd

dog that was their inspiration, is a sophisticated system. After calculating a route, it can go

out in the field and locate heads of cattle, sending back a detailed report to the farmer on

location and health status of the animals. It can also report on the condition of the field and

problems such as breaches in the fence, empty water troughs, and other problems.

No new foreign students will be accepted in Israeli medical schools. The graduating classes

of 2026 will be the last for the American and Canadians who came here for the four-year MD

degree. This decision was made because of the large number of Israelis who go to Europe to

become physicians because they are not accepted at faculties here. This was announced in

a letter to foreign medical students by the executive dean, Dr. Stephen Lazar, who stated that

Israeli graduates have been ambassadors for Israel and they showcase the excellence of

medical education at Israeli institutions. But, he said, there is no choice since we need more

Israelis to study medicine here. A large number of Israelis studying medicine abroad choose

to remain in those countries and are lost to Israel. The retirement of thousands of physicians

who came to Israel from the former Soviet Union in the 1990s has worsened the ratio of

doctors per 1,000 population. OECD average is 3.4 per 1000 while in Israel it is 3.1. There is

great displeasure towards the decision by foreign graduates who are ambassadors for Israel.

However, Israel needs to find ways of increasing the number of doctors in our medical

system.

In August, our synagogue, Bet Israel, lost our rabbi emeritus, Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum, 93. He

was important to Congregation Bet Israel, to the State of Israel, and the world. The Rabbi

was a Holocaust survivor and was on the ship Exodus. Besides being a rabbi, he was a

professor of Political Science, a social activist, and the author of four books.
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In 1988, when Rabbi Birnbaum saw the plight of Russian musicians arriving in Israel with no

prospect of work and performing on our streets, he started inviting them to perform concerts at

Bet Israel Masorti Synagogue and telling his congregants to attend. This was the beginning of

Shearim (Open Gates) in Netanya and except for summer breaks, those concerts have been

held at noon every Monday for thirty years. They feature some of the best musicians in Israel.

The proceeds from concerts helped Russian olim finance

a daycare center. Shearim also provides and subsidizes

monthly tiyulim (tours) where the Russian olim learn

more about Israel. We went along on many tiyulim with

other English speakers and helped subsidize the cost.

During Covid, Dani Birnbaum, one of the rabbi’s three

sons, managed to continue the concerts on Zoom. This

allowed concerts to continue with musicians from as far

away as Mexico.

We were fortunate to know Professor Rabbi Birnbaum.

His smile radiated love. His main joys were family,

Zionism, and music. May his memory be for a blessing.

Rabbi Birnbaum (z”l) with two of his ten 

grandchildren and the father of the twins Dani 

Birnbaum former CEO of SodaStream

https://www.idf.il/en/articles/2022/ervin-s-story-of-resilience/

Prime Minister Bennet and interim Prime Minister Lapid have tried a different strategy than

former Prime Minister Netanyahu regarding the Iran Nuclear deal. Netanyahu was very verbal

with then President Obama. He spoke to Congress and the UN. Bennet And Lapid have gone

behind closed doors and have not directly confronted President Biden. Will it work? Most

experts doubt it, but it seems Biden will not block Israel if it feels it must act militarily. Time will

tell what approach was the correct one.

On September 5, 2022, it was 50 years since the Munich Massacre at the Olympics. Surviving

family and friends of the killed Israeli participants threatened to boycott the event in Germany

unless there was an apology and a better compensation package. No conclusion had occurred

after all these years.

In 2002 Germany agreed to $4.5 million in compensation. Germany has now agreed to $28

million. It is also beyond belief that Arafat addressed the UN two years after the deaths of the

11 Olympian’s.

Germany has agreed to the new compensation and apologizing for the events. Germany will

also investigate more thoroughly the events leading to the loss of Israeli lives. They already

admit the protection for Israeli athletes was not present. The event went on and everyone

attended.

https://www.idf.il/en/articles/2022/ervin-s-story-of-resilience/
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Polling concerning the November 1, 2022 National election continues, although past results have

been fairly inaccurate. On September 8, Maariv had Likud with 31, Yesh Atid 22, National Unity

12, Shas 10, Zionist Spirit 1.9%, Labor 5, UTJ 7, Yisrael Beitein 6, RZP-OY 10, Joint List 6, Meretz

5, Raיam 4. That gives no one the 61 needed to govern.

Blue and White and New Hope parties are now called Zionist Spirit. Gantz appears to be trying to

become the next prime minister. There is even talk of Bennett coming back. September and

October will really heat up the polls. Stay tuned.

The IDF believes a bullet from a soldier’s weapon accidently killed Abu Akleh. The investigation is

not completed.

Israel is becoming an even better place for biking. There are many bike paths where we live in

Caesarea, and there are plans to put a bike path from Tel Aviv to Caesarea along the sea. The

country’s first cycling tunnel just opened in Jerusalem. The Kerem Tunnel has been inaugurated

as part of the Jerusalem Ring Path, a 42-kilometer cycling route that surrounds the capital city.

Heritage Minister Ze’ev Elkin said they have invested hundreds of millions of shekels each year in

the development of all aspects of Jerusalem’s tourism and in the creation of innovative attractions

and ventures that connect the glorious historical past of our eternal capital to its future; he invites

cycling enthusiasts to come and enjoy a modern and well-maintained cycling route that overlooks

the special landscape of Old Jerusalem.

Enjoy the election time both in USA and Israel. Vote! We wish you good health and much

happiness in the New Year.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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