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Hello, we hope everyone has enjoyed a wonderful summer.

Ben and Jerry’s continues to be in the news in Israel. Unilever, the parent company of Ben and

Jerry’s, has reached an agreement that the Israeli owner of Ben and Jerry’s can sell its product as

long as it is in Arabic or Hebrew. Zinger, the owner, has been selling Ben and Jerry’s in Israel for

35 years. The board of Ben and Jerry’s has been trying to boycott the sale of Ben and Jerry’s in

Israeli settlements. Unilever has seen a huge decline in their stock value in the last year. Many

states in the United States have voted to remove Unilever stock from their pension portfolios. The

end result is that now we in Israel can continue to have Ben and Jerry’s ice cream with a different

name.

In April, there were over 200,000 foreign tourists in Israel compared to

413,999 in April of 2019 before the corona pandemic decimated

international tourism. Israel was closed to foreign tourists from mid-

March 2020 except for those with special permission. It briefly opened in

November but closed again while we were in the States in December.

Israel reopened to fully vaccinated foreign tourists on January 9 and

then to all foreign tourists on March 1. In March and April, 12 million

Israelis traveled abroad compared with 1.4 million in 2019. It definitely

looks like tourism to and from Israel is on the rebound. On July 8, we

were able to meet Ted and Seth Goldberg at the Caesarea Port, which

is near our home. They were here for the Maccabi Tournaments and

squeezed us into their busy schedule. It is so wonderful to see lots of

tour buses again and especially those with friends from Beth Judea.
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Fathers in Israel can now take equal paternity leave starting next year. This will not negatively

impact the mother’s leave. The bill was announced in April and the details of the new paternity plan

are being finalized to be submitted to the government and to be implemented at the start of next

year. Part of the expected law is that fathers can take paid paternity leave starting 15 weeks after

the baby’s birth and the same amount of maternity leave given to most women, although some are

granted 26 weeks. There are 180,000 births recorded in Israel annually and of the number,

130,000 are entitled to paid maternity leave. The current paternity leave law allows the spouse to

split the 15 weeks of maternity leave with the mother, giving her the option to take just the first 8

weeks and then her husband taking the remaining 7 weeks. Only 1% of the men actually exercise

this option, and most allow mothers to take the entire 15 weeks.

There has been a new gas discovery near the existing offshore gas fields in the Mediterranean

Sea. The demand for natural gas in the domestic market is growing and will continue to grow.

However, the new discovery mainly opens options for increasing gas exports from Israel. In the

future Israel hopes to export gas to Europe.

Despite the rise in terrorist attacks in Israel, Israeli schools have only experienced 6 attacks since

1974. This is a result of extensive school security initiatives that evenly distribute the responsibility

through leaders, law enforcement, and now, also community volunteers.

Yigal Arbiv recently explained this system to Fox News, detailing the many layers that provide

school security to children and the teachers educating them each day. He noted that Israeli schools

place a security official 50 meters from the school to watch for suspicious activity. In addition,

visitors are only allowed to approach and enter the school from a single direction. What’s more, the

founder of the Israel Defense and Security Forum (IDSF), Amir Avivi, explained that every school

entrance has an armed guard protecting it. Most recently, the IDSF has begun recruiting

community volunteers due to the uptick in terrorism. Volunteers are trained to defend school

security and even protect the border. Avivi proudly admitted that the program recruited 500 people

in a single day. He believes this is due to the fact that “civilian society understands the

shortcomings of government.”

Our hearts go out to those who were affected by the recent shooting in Highland Park. It is so sad

that joyful events like the Fourth of July are ruined by violence for any reason. One of the

spectators at the parade was a woman and her children who had lived in a city bordering Gaza.

She said that the shooting at the parade was actually scarier than missile shootings out of Gaza.

She said they had some warning with sirens to protect themselves. In Israel, we have known

enemies that want to destroy Israel. It is very difficult to create a safe society wherever you live.

Yair Lapid, who will be acting Prime Minister until the next government is established, has stated

that the current situation at the Kotel is unacceptable to him. Our egalitarian section, the Robinson

Arch, was to be created five years. It was to be an area where families could pray together and was

to have progressive parties on the management. However, Netanyahu did not act on this bill, and

since that time the situation has become even more difficult for Reform and Conservative Jews to

pray in the manner they choose. B’nai mitzvah have been interrupted by Orthodox extremists

attacking attendees, yelling and tearing up prayer books. Recently a boy who came with his family

from the states to celebrate his bar mitzvah had to recite his portion with Orthodox youths calling

him “Christian” and “Nazi”. He did an amazing job and didn’t let it ruin his execution of his portion.

We are so proud of him and so sorry that in Israel he could not pray without these troubling actions.

Our new government has to give us true freedom of worship at this holy site.
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Much has happened politically, as usual, in Israel in the last couple of months. This article will

be submitted before President Joe Biden of the United States has visited Israel. The

expectations on both sides of the spectrum, which includes the Palestinians as well as Israelis,

are pretty limited in outcome regarding his visit.

Although there was a tremendous amount of Israelis who liked President Trump, it is hard to

determine the popularity of President Joe Biden at this time. The hope of Israel is that he will

not pressure Israel to get involved in peace talks that really are doomed to failure if they take

the same venue as the past ones.

What is really difficult for President Biden now is that elections are called to occur November 1.

Yes, it’s hard to believe, but Israel will be having national elections November 1, 2022. It will be

the ninth national election in Israel since we arrived in late 2009. In the same time frame there

have only been three elections in the US for president.

In Israel, we will have experienced after November 1, 2022 seven national elections. That

would be equivalent to 28 years of presidential elections in the USA with one every four years.
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This is what occurs when you have a coalition type of democracy. In researching democracies

throughout the world, it appears that the United States is probably the only democracy that has

two true houses of the Legislature and a separately elected president. Some democracies in the

world do have separate elections for Prime Minister or President, but the remaining elections deal

with building coalitions.

In Israel, in order to have the majority in the Knesset it takes the political party either to win 61

seats with their party or somehow form a coalition that equals 61 seats. No political party in Israel

since its founding in 1948 has ever won a majority on its own. Therefore coalitions have always

been part of the process. In order to reach the threshold of having any seats in the Knesset you

need 3.25 percent of the eligible population of voters.

The coalition of the current Knesset lasted about one year. It was the first time that Arab Israeli

parties were made part of the ruling coalition. Without that party being part of the coalition, there

would not have been the ability to have a coalition. Naftali Bennett, head of the Yamina party,

joined forces with Yesh Atid, Blue and White, Labor, Yisrael Beiteneiu, New Hope, Meretz, and the

United Arab List. This meant that Likud under the leadership of Benjamin Netanyahu would not be

the governing body for the first time in many years. There were 39 political parties that contested

the election.

Bennett was made Prime Minister and would remain Prime Minister for the first year and a half of

the coalition. At the end of that time Lapid would then become the Prime Minister. This would have

happened towards the end of this summer. However, in the last few months ( April to June) the

coalition has started to come apart, and even loyal members of Bennett’s and Lapid’s parties have

decided that they no longer wish to be part of the coalition. Bennett then had the Knesset meet in

early July to dissolve the Knesset which means that there would be elections coming up which

were designated as occurring November 1, 2022. Therefore, Lapid would be the interim Prime

Minister and foreign minister now through the forming of a new government. Just how much can

be accomplished during this interim period is not known.

Now what happens on November 1? The polling that has been done in Israel has not been very

accurate in the last few years. The initial numbers showed in late June that no coalition could be

established by any of the parties. However, a poll that was conducted on July 7 showed for the

first time Netanyahu may gain a coalition of 61 seats. This poll was conducted by Panel Politics. It

also found that the Yamina party under Shaked would not cross the threshold. Bennett announced

with the dissolution of the coalition that he would not be involved in the elections coming up in

November. A reminder is that in Israel you need 3.25% of the valid voting population that is

registered in order to reach the threshold of winning any seats. The Meretz Party would also not

reach the 3.25% threshold.

According to the polls, Likud. would receive 36 seats, the Religious Zionist Party 10 seats, SHAS

eight seats, and United Torah Judaism seven seats. That would give Likud 61 seats and a

coalition.
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The current coalition would have Yesh Atid receiving 23 seats, Blue and White led by Benny

Gantz (Israel’s Defense Minister) would receive nine seats, Labor Party six seats, New Hope five

seats, Israel Beitenu five , and Monsour Abbas’s Rham Party four seats. That would equal 52

seats. Yesh Atid gained one seat in this poll. This is believed to be the result of the fact that

Lapid will be Interim Prime Minister and may gain favor with the Israelis if he does a good job. It

is even possible that his party may even receive more polling votes after the President Joe Biden

visit if all goes well. However, without the threshold being reached by the Meretz and Yamina

parties, it appears that Likud could become the winners.

The reasons for the changes that appear in this poll may be attributed somewhat to the fact that

many Jewish Israelis were not happy with having the Arab Israeli coalition part of the national

coalition. Seventy per cent of Israel Jews polled stated they would not desire the Rahm Party to

be part of any coalition. They felt that this was wrong since many of Rahm’s leaders have not

always spoken well of Israel and wish to see the Palestinian people perhaps take over the entire

area that is now Israel. They do not view them as loyal to Israel.

If anyone believes that this poll conducted on 7 July is going to be the final declarative answer to

what will happen November 1, they are really misinformed as to how politics works in Israel.

Some believe that Benny Gantz is planning a change in messaging to try and become Israel’s

next Prime Minister. Benny Gantz, in the previous coalition with Netanyahu was supposed to

become Prime Minister 1 ½ years after Netanyahu was Prime Minister. However, Likud decided

to break the coalition rather than have Gantz become the Prime Minister.

What has caused Gantz’s bitterness? His party actually had more Knesset seats than Bennett’s

Yamina party. Gantz’s party gained eight seats in that previous election. Bennett’s party had

seven which quickly became six when one of its members left the coalition. Gantz had two more

seats than Bennett’s party and believed he should have been offered the Prime Minister position

ahead of Bennett.

Bennett was trying to create the semblance of a working relationship with his defense minister.

Tensions continued to grow, and in March of this year, Bennett prevented Gantz from traveling to

Ramallah to attend a meeting with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and

Jordanian king Abdullah.

A few weeks later tension was set to boil over in the cabinet when Gantz yelled at Bennett for not

sharing the credit when it came to the government achievements in the war on terror. Bennett

said that he consistently mentioned Gantz in his Facebook posts in a positive light. Since the

elections were called for recently, Gantz has been working hard to break the image of a very

unhappy person.

Gantz hosted Bennett for a farewell meeting with the IDF general staff in recent weeks which

means early July and late June. He is all smiles. Gantz stated in front of the IDF Generals that

Bennet had a great depth of understanding of their needs.
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The same generosity was evident when Interim Prime Minister Lapid was installed. Gantz was

as gracious as you could be. He wished Lapid success. Gantz also shared a photo of the two

of them sharing a friendly moment and stated that he hoped they would continue to work

together for the security of the citizens of Israel and Israeli society as a whole.

There are talks occurring between Blue and White and justice minister Gideon’s New Hope

party. According to the polls, New Hope is unlikely to cross the threshold on its own and has

tasked party members with running negotiations with Blue and White to see if they could find a

way to merge their lists.

Gantz has his most trusted advisor in the talks. If there is a merger of Blue and White and New

Hope, it will help Gantz to rebrand as a center or even center right party and give them more

of a chance to pull votes away from Likud. Gantz thinks that he can gain somewhere in the low

double digits between 12 and 15 seats, and if he can, he can be the dealmaker after the next

election.

Every day there is a new piece to the election puzzle- people retiring from politics and creation

of new political parties. No one is too optimistic that a lasting coalition will be possible.

The issue of the shooting and subsequent loss of life of Al Jazeera journalist Shirin Abu Arkla

shows that the investigation has inconclusive results. The bullet that supposedly was in the

body of the journalist was too damaged to really discern its origin. The US state department

stated that gunfire from IDF positions was “likely” be responsible for her death. This was not

sufficient for PA President Abbas to accept the findings. Abbas continues to use the word

murder in describing the events of the journalist’s untimely death.

It is forgotten in all of the rhetoric the fact that there was a gun battle going on at the time that

she was killed and that she may have been in a crossfire situation regardless of the source

and not purposely targeted by Israel. However, CNN continues to talk about the reckless

conduct of IDF soldiers. Anyone who has been witness to a cross fire situation knows that

there is a high probability of people in the middle being harmed. The worst scenario for Abbas

would be if it was shown Palestinians were the responsible party. Abbas Is also taking heat for

allowing the USA to examine the bullet.

Abbas is concerned about Hamas taking over the West Bank. Rajoub, the district governor in

the area that includes Jenin, stated that Palestine will always be from the Jordan River to the

sea. Some feel that Abbas will use the shooting to his advantage when talking to President

Biden. The family of the journalist have requested a meeting with President Biden while in the

West Bank.

Abbas is hoping that President Biden will be more like President Obama than President Trump

in his dealings with the Palestinians.
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Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

While there are still a high number of Corona infections, life has returned to normal. It is nice to be

together with our Bet Israel Congregation in Netanya for services and kiddushim, although our

meetings continue to be on Zoom, and many choose to wear masks at gatherings. We hope you

are enjoying summer fun and working on plans to visit Israel soon.
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