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TO CAESEREA, ISRAEL

(Part 111)

SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN
Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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The Will Smith "slap" was heard around the world and was in the news in Israel. However, it isn’t

as important as other pressing issues such as stopping terrorism, the safety of Israel, and helping

Ukrainian refugees.

Our synagogue, Bet Israel in Netanya has a program with the purpose of bonding with Emanu-El

Synagogue Sisterhood in Palm Beach, FL. About a year ago, we did a zoom that showed Israeli

dancing and the Israeli singer Bet Ella. Recently, I volunteered to create a virtual tiyul of our

Caesarea, where we live. The Caesarea National Park with the aqueducts, ancient harbor, and

sites from Herod’s reign are literally in our backyard. Our daughter, Dr. Beverly Goodman-

Tchernov, does research here. Fifteen years ago a college archeology class here was the start of

her career as an underwater geo-archeologist. She agreed to host the video, and we had a great

time putting together what turned out to be a fun and educational video. The video, along with

questions and answers, was shared with Beth Judea on March 29. If you missed that zoom which

was mid-day on a Tuesday, we are enclosing the link of the video portion of the zoom.

https://youtu.be/6Y2WZ-VJwxw

.There are 200,000 Jews in Ukraine and 650,000

Jews in Russia who are eligible for aliyah under the

Law of Return. Israel is planning to possibly

accommodate 100,000 from both. The actual

amount predicted is 25,000. Unless citizens in

these countries have relatives in Israel and/or feel

Jewish identity is important, they may choose to

relocate to other European countries such as

Germany and Poland. These countries are willing

to take them and may be an easier adjustment.

Israel is expensive and becoming more crowded all

the time.

https://youtu.be/6Y2WZ-VJwxw
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However, in 2022 Israel went up in the World

Happiness Report from 12th to 9th happiest place to

live. The United States was 16th. This rating is based

on GDP, social support, life expectancy, freedom to

make life choices, generosity, and perceptions of

corruption. We have lived here since 2009 and are

happy most of the time.

Birthright has brought over 750,000 young people to Israel. Now the organization is starting a

“Brightcode” program for eligible Jewish adults (18-32) to receive a free full stack training bootcamp

with the ultimate goal of finding them employment in Israel’s burgeoning hi-tech sector. Young

adults will start in June with a five month virtual course which will be followed by a month of in-

person study and scheduled social activities in Tel Aviv. “Brightcode” is a perfect win-win solution,”

said Shelly Landemann, a former general manager of Microsoft Israel, entrepreneur, and Birthright

Israel board member. Maybe you know someone who should check out this opportunity.

In March, 850,000 people attended the funeral of Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky. Considering the

population of Israel is nine million this means one in 10 people attended the remembrance. He was

a cultural hero to the Orthodox who lived a humble life and devoted his life to studying the Torah.

The police handled the situation well, although it shut down traffic in Jerusalem.

There continues to be a debate in the way hametz should be handled in Israeli hospitals during

Pesach. Hospitals and army bases are kosher so that anyone can eat there. However, every

Pesach there are issues of allowing hametz onto army bases or into hospitals. In April 2020, the

High Court of Justice ruled that hospitals cannot ban patients and visitors from entering their

premises with hametz during the holiday. A letter was sent recently by the government to directors

of hospitals demanding they follow this ruling. It was stated as necessary because Hadassah

Hospital in Jerusalem had asked employees not to bring non-kosher for Passover food into the

hospital and was asking security guards to politely ask the same of all visitors. Not every issue

should need to go to court. After all, how many Jews are going to sneak bagels into the hospital

and eat them near the bed of a religious Jew? Non-Jews should be free to bring non-kosher food to

patients. We don’t need to make it a religion-state crisis that divides us.

We have experienced four separate deadly stabbings and shootings, as well as people being

wounded, since March 23 through April 7, 2022.

It began with four stabbed and two wounded in Be’er Sheva by a Bedouin. B’nei Brak had five

shooting victims that included an Arab Israeli police officer and two Ukrainian workers. The shooter

was killed by the mortally wounded motorcycle policeman. The terrorist was from a village near

Jenin in the West Bank.
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On March 27, two Islamic State gunmen opened fire at a bus stop in Hadera and were killed by

two undercover police officers who were having dinner nearby. Two other police officers were

also having dinner in a separate location and were killed. Ten more people were wounded

including three police officers. The assailants shot at a bus as it unloaded passengers. The

terrorists were eventually killed.

We believe Orin Rotman mentioned in the past he had friends and or relatives in Hadera.

We’ve spent a lot of time in Hadera since our Ulpan Beginning Hebrew class was there for six

months. The class was not far from where the shootings occurred. We also, unfortunately,

frequent Hillel Yaffe Hospital, also located in Hadera, which is about 7 miles from our home.

On April 7th, two civilians were killed and twelve wounded in the heart of Tel Aviv on Dizengoff

street. A reminder that Thursday night is a big night that ends the week before Shabbat. Sunday

is a regular work day. Dizengoff is a popular area with many restaurants and bars. The last time

this type of incident occurred on Dizengoff was in 2016.

The perpetrator was from Jenin and was found in Jaffa a few hours later, where he was killed

by police personnel. The father of the terrorist praised him. People in the West Bank were

honking their car horns and handing out sweets in celebration of the killings. President Abbas

has condemned all of the incidents. Unfortunately, the families of the terrorists are given

compensation by the Palestinian Authority and streets in the West Bank are named after them.

What are the causes of the current uptick in violence? One of the commonly mentioned reasons

is the start of the holy Islam Month of Ramadan. It seems to happen every year on this holiday.

In May of 2021, Israel had a war with Hamas in Gaza. According to conjecture in the papers

and television, Hamas wants the flames not to spread to Gaza, so the attacks will be in Israel

proper, East Jerusalem, and the West Bank.

That last bout in 2021 was devastating to Gaza. Repetition of May 2021 is not desirable,

especially with the help that Egypt, the Qatar, and some international agencies have made with

new investments to rebuild Gaza.

It is not believed that Hamas and other similar believers have lost interest in their causes.

Hamas believes it has secured itself as “Defenders of Jerusalem.” The other belief, probably

true, is that violence in the cities of Israel and Jerusalem is covered more often by international

press types.

Hamas is also trying to drag Israeli Arabs into the new ethos of conflict, which will demonstrate

to the world that the Israeli Arabs do not like being part of Israel. In March, Hamas announced a

coalition of various anti-Israel factions. Their goal is to stop “the Judaizing“ of Palestine. They

have reached out to the Bedouin community in the Negev to prevent Israel taking away

Bedouin culture.
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The biggest challenge for Hamas originates in Gaza from the PIJ which is the second largest

terrorist group in Gaza. All factions are not happy with the current calm in the area. Sky cranes are

everywhere in Israel with building everywhere. Many of the workers at these sites are Israeli Arabs

and in some instances Palestinians. We see road construction sites where many of the workers

are staying overnight so they do not need to deal with crossing the border every day. Our

grandson’s hockey arena is only a few miles from the West Bank.

The question is not whether there will be a war with Hamas, but when. The ability to control all the

factions in Gaza from firing rockets towards us by Hamas is probably unsustainable. Welcome to

Israel.

When Israeli officials traced how the assailants arrived in Israel, it showed an opening of the fence

wide enough to drive a truck through. Benny Gantz, Israeli Defense Minister, stated the fence was

never built to totally prevent entrance.

Even more disturbing is the silence by some of our United States brethren after so many deaths in

Israel. The article by Gil Troy in the Jerusalem Post lamented on how much time was spent about

the Will Smith “slap” and the correct concern about the hostages in the Coryville, Texas hostage

situation in January. He went on to wonder if thoughts were given to the police personnel and

civilians killed during the last month in Israel. Gil asks if anyone will leave an empty seat in their

memory at their Seder as was done concerning Soviet Jews. He mentions that there were two

nineteen-year-old police personnel, one from a Druze village and the other an immigrant from

France. AmIr Khoy, a thirty two year-old Christian Arab police motorcyclist who drove in the path of

danger and also died. Yehezkel was strolling with his two year old when the shooter aimed and he

covered his son to save the two year old and he died leaving his pregnant wife.

Our step sons have been in the military. One of them currently is assigned to the West Bank. Our

neighbor’s brother was killed during one of the Gaza incursions. Our swimming exercise

instructor's brother-in-law was killed during one of the past conflicts. Tragedy happens here often

and to individuals invariably known by many.

American Jews,Troy goes on, feel the American victims are innocents menaced by evil. They don’t

perceive the fallen in Israel as innocent. We read about an anti-Zionist synagogue in Chicago who

completely disregards Israel and relies on the diaspora as true Judaism. Gil calls out “anti-Zionist

Un -Jews who call Israelis settler colonists, racists, or imperialists”. Beyond all of it is also the

judging.

We feel fortunate that Beth Judea has a strong sense for Israel. We feel, to some degree, it is our

objective, to help others understand Israel. It does not imply we are perfect. We must show zero

tolerance to terrorism. It can metastasize unless they realize their cause will suffer.
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On April 9, 2022, special Israeli troops entered Jenin and engaged in gun battles. One PIJ

(Palestinian Islamic Jihadist) was killed. The speakers on many of the Mosques urged the

Palestinians to take up the fight.

Many Americans are missing the “historic boat” as Troy puts it. Prime Minister Naftali Bennett

met with Egypt and the UAE.Foreign Minister Lapid hosts his peers from America, Egypt,

Morocco, Bahrain, and the UAE and President Herzog met with the King of Jordan. When one of

the attacks occurred while they were meeting near the burial site of Ben Gurion, all attendees

condemned the acts of violence. These heads of state realize there are many conflicts in the

world and especially the Middle East. Iran is a country all members are concerned about.

We were told there was little coverage in America about the meeting in the Negev. We also know

the “Abraham Accords” were dismissed because President Trump initiated them.

At the end of 2022, we will have lived as citizens of Israel for 13 years. We have been told, most

Americans do not last more than a few years. We have seen this to be true with our own

experiences at our synagogue with people from the US returning to the United States. It is not

easy to be Israeli. Foreign language, foreign HMO Health Care system, almost $8.50 / gallon

gasoline. Also high prices of groceries, clothing, eating out, electronics and $30,000 Toyota

Corollas. Super Bowl is on about three in the morning (haven’t seen a live Super Bowl, Final

Four, seasonal NFL game since coming here). Yet, Israelis are the ninth happiest people in the

world! Hope we have convinced some of you to at least visit Israel and see for yourselves.

Where else would all people get out of their cars when the siren goes off on Yom HaZikaron for

one minute? People don’t even want to stand for the National Anthem in the USA.

After the Dizengoff tragedy, Prime Minister has given the police and IDF the ability to do anything

necessary to stop the terrorism. He also had asked citizens who have licenses to carry weapons

should do so. At a bazaar in early April at our synagogue, our past president came armed with a

weapon. We have learned that no one will protect us except ourselves. The Ukrainian-Russian

War has convinced many Israelis that we won’t be protected by others.

In the midst of all of this, there is a Coalition Crisis. Just as everyone was commenting on the fact

that one year of the coalition was completed without a new election, the possibility raises its ugly

head, On April 6, 2022 MK Coalition whip Idit Silman resigned and declared her determination to

help engineer a right-wing coalition in the current Knesset. Bennett’s eight party coalition was

wafer thin, and he couldn’t maintain the loyalty of his own party members.

The coalition has not fallen yet. The path to an alternate headed by Netanyahu is complicated.

Also, the dissolving of the Knesset and new elections is a difficult road. No matter what, the

government’s days are numbered.

The first thing Likud could do is to pass a bill dissolving the current government. It would require

61 MKs to vote in favor of the bill. It would require [the vote] of the current opposition, including

members of the six Arab joint list and some lawmakers not currently in the opposition such as

Silman and rebel Yamina MK Amichai Chikli.

The Knesset is in recess and will be until Pesach is over. Therefore, a vote is unlikely right now.

If such a bill were to pass, Foreign Minister Lapid would be automatically appointed prime

minister for the transition period through new elections and the establishment and swearing in of

a new government.
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Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

The second option is for Likud to form an alternate government without elections. It is probably

unlikely as Likud has 29 seats and its allies have 23, Religious Zionism has 7, Shas has 9, and United

Torah has 7 for a total of 52.

Even with a possible few others joining Likud, they would still need some of Benny Gantz’s eight Blue

and White or the six seat New Hope party. Silman hopes she can convince friends to return home and

another government can be formed in the Knesset.

A third path is preventing the passage of a budget, which would cause the coalition to fail, but that

option would only be possible next year.

Benny Gantz, with his 8 seats, could defect only if he becomes prime minister, since he is upset

Bennett received the position with only six seats and now 5.

Nothing here is dull.

We hope all will celebrate Yom Haatzmaut with us in May. It is a month away, and Israeli flags are

already being hung everywhere.

mailto:HOWIEG@aol.com

