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Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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(article continued on next page)

We spent Thanksgiving with our son, daughter-in-law, and three grandchildren who live in a

suburb of Philadelphia. Two grandkids are enrolled at Penn State and the other is a junior in high

school. We had not seen them since January of 2018, so we were very thankful to be together.

Although Thanksgiving is not celebrated in Israel, we have our own celebration here, usually not

on the actual date.

Leaving Israel was very involved. We had to have a Covid 19 test no more than three days before

the flight. They required a form that explained our status as Israeli citizens as well as

documentation of Covid 19 shots. All of this was checked at the passenger counter.

What surprised us was that upon arrival at JFK in New York, we were not required to show our

records of vaccination. The entire time in the airport (about three hours) and the 10 hours on the

plane were spent with masks on except while eating. We knew that everyone on that plane had all

three of their COVID-19 shots. However, when we boarded our domestic flight from JFK to

Philadelphia and later to Chicago, we realized we did not know who had been vaccinated.

We had not been back to America in the winter time, and the cold weather was difficult for us. It

helped us realize what we had not missed for the last 12 years. It was a pleasure listening to

Chanukah and Christmas music and we enjoyed the holiday decorations. Now that we have

returned to Caesarea, there are few signs of Christmas. People explained that there is more

holiday spirit this year because of Corona-19 last year, when it was limited.

Our trip was twofold. One was to see our relatives who we had not seen in over two years and the

other was to have many appointments at the VA Lovell Hospital in North Chicago. Howie is a war

veteran and receives excellent medical care at the VA facility. Sadly, he has kidney issues and

dialysis is on the horizon. Lovell confirmed everything that Israeli doctors had diagnosed. He will

continue to have treatment in Israel.
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Our time to visit with our friends was very limited, but we did stop at Beth

Judea. We wish the rabbi a full recovery.

Returning to Israel, we had to comply with Israel’s return requirements.

While we were in the States, the South African variant occurred, and

Israel limited entrance to the state to only Israeli citizens. We were also

required to be tested within 72 hours of our last connection to Israel and

fill out an entrance statement and proof of vaccinations. All paperwork

was carefully reviewed at the ticket counter. Again masks, and then

upon arrival at JFK all passengers had to go through another security

check of their carry-on luggage as well as the electronic wand. Howie and his brothers 

Larry and Mike

Upon arriving in Israel, we had to be tested again for Covid19 at the airport which we had paid

for in advance. We were then informed we were in quarantine for three days or until the second

negative test. We received a negative on our first test and now have to be tested on the third

day of quarantine. No appointment is necessary, and we have prepaid NIS 98 or about thirty

three dollars each. Then we should be out of quarantine unless it is positive. December 15, we

are traveling to the resort town of Eilat for a four day Classical Music Festival which had to be

cancelled last year. It will be great to have a more relaxing travel experience.

It is very puzzling that UNRWA continues to exist. There are two human rights committees that

have been formed for the United Nations. UNRWA is the United Nations Relief and Works

Agency. The purpose of the agency is to enhance the human development of the Palestinian

refugees. This organization is currently facing serious financial problems and is asking member

states to pledge additional funds to the organization. There has been a drop in the countries

funding the organization due to a recent scandal and “management issues,” Organizations have

extensively researched the textbooks and education system in UNRWA-run schools and found

they clearly support terrorism and the cult of martyrdom. Donald Trump discontinued our support

for UNRWA; however, Joe Biden has restored $235 million in aid to the organization.

UNRWA was formed in 1949 to provide a solution for the “Palestinian refugee problem”. Most

other refugees are cared for by the UN’s High Commissioner for Refugees. Their purpose is to

aid refugees in resettling. UNRWA employs a staff of 30,000 and is exclusively focused on the

Palestinian issue. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, which holds a mandate for 135

countries, has a staff of 17,000. Unless anyone believes the conflicts they focus on are less

challenging, these have included providing education and other critical services to refugees from

places such as Syria, Sudan, Afghanistan the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, and

Venezuela.

The Palestinian refugees from the 1948 War have not only not been resettled but their number

has multiplied. Originally there were 726,000 refugees and now, because they can pass their

status on to descendants, there are 5.7 million or eight times as many. They have not only not

solved the refugee problem but have made it a perpetuating problem. Jordan is the host for a

recent conference, which is interesting because the majority of the Jordanian population is

Palestinian, and many meet the UNRWA definition of being “refugees.” Maybe it is time for

UNRWA to close down. It would benefit these perpetual refugees to be handled as real refugees

and to help them be absorbed into the countries in which they are living.
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The purpose of BDS (Boycott, Diversification and Sanctions) is to eliminate Israel- or at least

ruin it economically. Wouldn’t it be more effective to use the funds that they are investing in their

cause toward actually helping the Palestinians? Israel is trying to do this. An example is that

about $6.8 million will be invested in a high-tech park in Nazareth as part of efforts to increase

the number of Israeli Arabs working in the country’s booming tech industry. It is the first of its

kind in the Arab sector in the country. The 10-acre park will be built in Nazareth’s industrial

zone, and will house industrial plants, with an emphasis on the high-tech industry. The ministry

expects the park to supply 200 workplaces in the tech field to the area.

Sometimes real life seems like science fiction. The latest is that Mossad spies hid explosives in

building materials used to construct the Natanz centrifuge hall as long ago as 2019, then

triggered them in 2020. Agents sneaked an armed quadcopter, weighing the same as a

motorbike, into Iran piece by piece, and used it to launch missiles at the TESA site in Karaj in

June. It has leaked out that the operation was done with the help of 10 Iranian scientists who

were recruited by the Mossad. The explosion reportedly caused chaos in the facility and led to a

power blackout, destroying 90% of the centrifuges and delaying Iran's progress towards a bomb

and delaying work at the complex for up to nine months.

After the blast, the Iranian researchers were taken to a safe location, and "all of them are very

safe today," one source said. According to one source the operations were planned over an 18-

month period by a team of 1,000 technicians, analysts, spies, and agents on the ground.

In a different article, The Jewish Chronicle claimed that Israel was planning a "full-on assault on

Iran's nuclear facilities." The paper supposedly received information from Israeli sources, who

said the operation was meant to "target the head of the octopus.”

Term limits for the Prime Minister have now been limited to a maximum of eight years

(continuous or cumulative). It is based on the fear of corruption if legislatures are in power

longer. This would not be retroactive so Netanyahu could run again. It appears no one feels

Knesset members or members of Congress become corrupted after many years in office.

Soldiers in the IDF have very tiny pay cheques. After several years of stagnation, their salaries

will rise by 50 percent next year. The total cost will be about NIS 900 million. The salaries of

combat troops will increase for the first time since 2017. During the third and final year of

service, combat troops will see their salaries rise to NIS 3,048 (983 dollars) a month, that of

Combat support troops to NIS 1,793 (578 dollars), and administrative positions will pay NIS

1,235 (398 dollars). The minimum wage in Israel is NIS 5,300 or $1,709 per month. The state

has also increased the support of lone soldiers as well as soldiers in need of financial aid.

When we were in the states we noticed that the starting pay was $15.00 at McDonalds!

Israel is a conscript military. Even so, about half of the eligible individuals actually serve in the

IDF. A large group of non-participants are the ultra-orthodox, who should be participating, and

the Israel Arab citizens who are not required to serve. National Service is another option.

When asked which government they preferred, 43 percent chose Likud. Thirty-six percent

preferred Bennett and Lapid. This would put the Netanyahu coalition at 57 seats and the

Bennett- Lapid would lose 4 and be at 57 also.
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There was a poll after six months sanctioned by Israel Channel 12 TV station. It showed that the

current government is unpopular. It also showed there are few other options. A new election would

cause parliamentary deadlock as displayed the last few years. Twice as many Israelis prefer

Netanyahu over either Bennett or Lapid. Some feel Bennett’s poll numbers may have been affected

by Bennett’s family traveling out of Israel after the state announced lockdown due to the South African

Omicron variant.

When asked which government they preferred, 43 percent chose Likud. Thirty-six percent preferred

Bennett and Lapid. This would put the Netanyahu coalition at 57 seats and the Bennett- Lapid would

lose 4 and be at 57 also.

Of all the current ministers, Benny Gantz finished best with 55 percent satisfaction as defense

minister. Finance Minister Lieberman and Interior Minister Shaked polled at less than 40 percent

each. Polling in Israel has not been very accurate in the past.

As this article was being finished, a report appeared in the Times of Israel that the current government

was shelving the idea of an egalitarian plaza for the Western Wall. They blame the change because

of concerns of past violence between the ultra-orthodox and the Reform and Masorti groups.

We hope you have a Happy Secular New Year and that 2022 will include a visit to Israel.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.
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