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SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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(article continued on next page)

We are now in September, which is a month of holidays, and there are many people saying,

“Aharay hagim,” or “After the holidays.” It is similar to the last couple weeks of December in

the States when businesses aren’t doing much until after New Year. Schools are just open for

a few days between holidays.

5782 is a schmita year. “You may plant your land for six years and gather its crops. But during

the seventh year you must leave it alone and withdraw from it. The needy among you will then

be able to eat just as you do and whatever is left over can be eaten by wild animals. This

applies to your vineyard and your olive grove.” (Exodus 23:10 -11) This is a pretty stiff

requirement, and the rabbis of the Talmud interpreted the schmita laws in different ways.

They developed the heter mechira (leniency of sale) in 1888 - 1889 that permitted Jewish

farmers to sell their land to non-Jews so that they could continue to work the land as usual

during the schmita. The sages of the Talmud legislated the observance of the schmita, yet

others hold it should be voluntary.

Israeli innovation and technology institutions have developed methods to help Israeli farmers

to keep schmita. Heter mechirah, where land is sold to non-Jews is managed by Torah Ve

Ha’Haaretz and Tzomet. Farmers receive some charity to help them during the schmita year.

Farmers try to perform as many agricultural activities as possible in the year prior to schmita.

Some produce such as apples, cabbages, carrots, and potatoes grown before schmita can

be stored in special refrigeration for several months. Produce grown in unperforated planters

and greenhouses are permitted to be sold.

Etrogim for sukkot are harvested before schmita to avoid performing forbidden work during

the schmita year.
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A week before Rosh Hashanah, a flag went up on the corner of our street. It stated that it was a “Shofar

gathering place on Sept. 7 at 1700 - bring your shofar.” It was a cheerful event when neighbors gathered

to blow their shofars. Our daughter won the “blowing it the longest” competition for the neighborhood.

At the start of the High Holidays, the corona infection rate dropped slightly. The Health Ministry said that

ninety percent of the serious COVID patients are unvaccinated. Our Masorti synagogue did services on

Zoom and in the sanctuary with face masks. A new couple with their young son just made aliyah from

New Jersey and they joined us. They arrived on August 24 and spent their first week here in isolation in a

room at the Dan Panorama in Tel Aviv. The schools opened on September 1. It is not known at this date

how that will affect the corona infection rate.

Seventeen thousand Israelis went to Uman to pray next to the tomb of Rabbi Nachman of Breslov during

Rosh Hashanah. 156 people returning from the Ukraine tested positive for coronavirus which is more than

four times the number of positive cases brought back to Israel from all other countries. Most of those who

caught the virus were unvaccinated, according to the ministry. It is believed that some forged their

documents of negative tests to be allowed on the flight. Upon arrival they were transported by ambulance

at their own expense to isolate at home or the state-run coronavirus hotel. Those presenting false

documents will be prosecuted after recovery with criminal charges.

Our grandkids, 9 and 13, were just transferred to a school at Ma’agan Michael, a kibbutz north of our

home in Caesarea. The kibbutz is located on the sea, and they have large fish farms. They celebrated

tashlich with kids taking the notes out to the sea in little sail boats. It is a beautiful school, and the kids

love it.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/126U8YuCfUmNcwVav7mycwzAXim22ekCw/view?usp=drivesdk

Thanks to those who have inquired about Howie’s operation. It appears to have gone well. He is slowly

spending less time with his neck brace attached and doing physical therapy.

The twentieth anniversary
of 911 occurred just as the
article was due. Israel is
one of the few countries
that has created a living
memorial to honor and
remember the victims of
September 11, 2001. It
opened November 12,
2009. A tiyul was
organized a number of
years ago by Shearim (Our
rabbis’s nonprofit
organization to assist
Russian Olim in Israel).
The memorial should be a
stop on your trip to Israel.

2015 visit to 911 Memorial near Jerusalem
2015 visit to 911 Memorial near 

Jerusalem: A portion of the Twin Towers

https://drive.google.com/file/d/126U8YuCfUmNcwVav7mycwzAXim22ekCw/view?usp=drivesdk
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In Israel, around the beginning of Rosh Hashanah, we are looking at the population of Jews in the

world. Israel has 6.7 million Jews or 74.8% of its total population. The United States has 5.7 million

Jews or 1.75% of its total population, and France has 453,000 Jews or 0.70% of its total population.

In early September, six prisoners escaped from Israel’s top security prison. It appears they used small

spoon-like utensils and may have worked on it for 19 years. A similar escape was almost successful

in 2014 from the same section of the prison. The concrete that was supposed to be added to prevent

a similar escape was only partially filled in. This is the Prison Service’s “Shawshank” moment. Rioting

is occurring in other Israeli prisons.

Friday, September 10, 2021, two of the escaped prisoners were captured near Nazareth. Hours later,

two more were captured, but two are still free. Israeli Arabs assisted the Israeli police by reporting the

escapees and refusing them food or transportation. Pictures of the captured prisoners depicted them

as very tired and worn out. The Palestinian newspapers morphed the pictures to make them appear

smiling. One of the two remaining escapees is believed to be in the West Bank while the other is

believed to remain in Israel.

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett went to Washington to meet with President Joe Biden on September

9th. His original appointment was postponed because of the Afghanistan fiasco. In their press

conference Bennett’s almost spontaneous “Dvar Torah” was called “repentance.” Naftali Bennett is a

religious person who seems to be able to spontaneously give divrei Torah as he did again in the

Washington Shabbat seder. They had to scramble in Washington to get kosher food for the seder for

the Bennett group and the Jewish press as they had not expected to have it in the US.

Bennett’s first objective in meeting directly with President Biden was to have a positive relationship

between himself and President Biden. Both stated they were already close. There seems to be an

understanding that they will not discuss disagreements in the press.

A second objective of their meeting was concerning

money to replenish the Iron Dome system. Biden gave

a “yes” to the request that was already approved by

Secretary of Defense Austin. It does need approval of

Congress.

The third goal was to have a US Visa Waiver Program.

This would allow Israelis and US citizens to travel to

either country without a visa. One of the obstacles is

that Israel blocks too many Palestinian-Americans from

entering Israel. This still has additional issues to be

resolved.
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The fourth goal was to have President Biden and Prime Minister Bennett aligned on Iran. Biden

made the statement that not only on his watch Iran would never obtain a nuclear bomb capability

but never regardless of who’s on watch. Many observers really wonder if the fourth goal will be

achieved.

It is remarkable that Bennett is Prime Minister of Israel. His party “Yamina,” or right, was a very

minority party and normally the prime minister would come from the majority party- or at least a

party that is larger in number than Yamina. Yamina only received 6 seats out of the 120 available

in the Knesset.

Bennett also told the Conference of Presidents on

September 3, 2021 via Zoom that he would not meet

with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas

because of Abbas’s decision to bring Israel in front of

the International Criminal Court. Bennett’s analogy

was that since Bennett comes from the business

world, when someone sues his company, he is not

really that nice to him.

January 2022 will begin the 17th year that Abbas will be president of the Palestinian Authority. His

term was extended indefinitely on the 16th of December 2009 by the PLO Central Council.

Recently calls for elections by President Abbas were postponed.

Even after making his statement about not meeting with Abbas, Bennett felt there were many other

areas that Israel would like to help the Palestinians. This includes work permits for Palestinians in

Israel and in area C. Bennett continues to condemn the use of monies received by the Palestinian

Authority to be used for the families of terrorists.

Leket Israel is a nonprofit organization whose goal is to lead the safe, effective, and efficient

collection and distribution of surplus nutritious food in Israel to those who need it. During the

pandemic, this has been a challenge. Much of the food is collected from the catering industry,

hotels, cafeterias, and army bases. They also work with the farming community, packinghouses,

kibbutzim and moshavim rescuing surplus fruits and vegetables and donating them to individuals

and organizations. Besides the challenge of obtaining enough food, they have had to redesign their

entire operation because of the drop in volunteers. Leket works with more than 300 charitable

organizations and normally supplies them with food, which they, in turn, provide to their clients.

They are an excellent organization and if you would like to donate their website is leket.org/en.

We send you our wishes that 5782 may be a more healthy and sweet year.
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Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

mailto:HOWIEG@aol.com

