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SUZANNE & HOWIE GOODMAN

Howie and Suzanne 

Goodman were valued 

members at Beth Judea until 

they decided to make aliyah 

in 2009. The Goodmans 

have agreed to provide us 

with a blog on their 

experiences as new olim in 

Israel. Though we continue 

to miss the Goodmans, we 

can all look forward to 

reading about their 

adventures in Israel through 

their blog.
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The latest victory of BDS (Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) is that Ben and Jerry’s

announced it will no longer sell ice cream in Jewish settlements in the West Bank and East

Jerusalem. The decision was made by Ben and Jerry’s independent board of directors as a

result of pro-Palestinian groups. BDS practices economic terrorism, and their goal is to

destroy Israel economically. They are the group that caused SodaStream to close their plant

in the West Bank that was employing Palestinians. Unilever, which owns Ben & Jerry’s, seeks

to continue selling ice cream in Israel proper, as they are very supportive of Israel.

Many states have anti-Israel boycott

laws, and Unilever may pay a steep

price for involving itself in settlement

issues. We have decided that other

brands are as good or better than

Ben and Jerry’s. The price of Ben

and Jerry’s ice cream has been

greatly reduced. We hope this

means it isn’t selling. We wish they

would just make ice cream and stay

out of politics. There will be no more

Chunky Monkey at our house..
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Tel Aviv has the highest percentage of dogs to owners in the world, 1 to 11. Dog owners are not

picking up their dog’s droppings, so they are starting a new program to solve the waste problem. They

are recording the DNA of dogs and will be able to track down the culprits from the droppings. The fine

to owners will include the cost of the DNA process.

The number of COVID-19 cases is raising. There are currently no lock down rules. However, there

may be some new limits in effect for the holidays. Travelers are required to have negative Covid tests

within 72 hours of outgoing flights. Flights into Israel are limited to Israeli passport holders, resident

VISA holders, or special entries that have been approved. This has destroyed the tourist business.

Also, starting August 16, all but 10 world country’s visitors will be required to stay in isolation for a

week. Israelis are barred from traveling to Bulgaria, Brazil, Georgia, Mexico, Spain, and Turkey. We

have not been to the States for two years now and hope that things will open up soon. Also, we have

friends who are planning to visit Israel soon, and we don’t think they would enjoy a week in a hotel

room.

House demolition is a method Israel has used in the Israeli-occupied territories since the Six Day

War. House demolitions are a punitive action intended to help deter terrorist actions. Punitive house

demolition involves demolishing houses of Palestinians or neighbors and relatives of Palestinians

suspected of violent acts against Israelis. This targets the homes where the suspects live. Proponents

of the method claim that it deters against violence while critics claim that it has not been proven

effective and might even trigger more violence. There have been situations where parents have

notified authorities because they believe their children are planning terrorist acts. They don’t want to

have their homes demolished. Punitive house demolition has been criticized by human rights

organizations as a form of collective punishment and thus a war crime under international law. We

have mixed feelings about this practice and don’t know if it is effective. Presently the Palestinian

government rewards terrorists and their families financially. Demolishing homes is a clear message

that terrorist acts will not be tolerated by Israel.

Israeli historian Yaacov Lozowick, however, implied that there

is a moral basis for demolishing the houses of families of

suicide bombers, stating: "Demolishing the homes of civilians

merely because a family member has committed a crime is

immoral. If, however,... potential suicide murderers... will

refrain from killing out of fear that their mothers will become

homeless, it would be immoral to leave the Palestinian

mothers untouched in their homes while Israeli children die on

their school buses.“

In May 2004, the Israeli Foreign Ministry publicly stated:

"...other means employed by Israel against terrorists is the

demolition of homes of those who have carried out suicide

attacks or other grave attacks, or those who are responsible

for sending suicide bombers on their deadly missions. Israel

has few available and effective means in its war against

terrorism. This measure is employed to provide effective

deterrence of the perpetrators and their dispatchers, not as a

punitive measure. This practice has been reviewed and

upheld by the High Court of Justice"
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We were so disappointed with the “Pro-Israel rallies in USA in July. A small rally is worse than no

rally. In our part of the world it just shows apathy. We read in Israel of so many young USA Jews

siding with pro-Palestinian groups. Are they not learning about our history? Why was there such a

delay in having rallies? There were only 500 people in Cleveland and 2000 in New York. What did

Israel do? Defend herself?

We recall rallies in Chicago that had busloads of people going to downtown Chicago. We

outnumbered pro-Palestinian protests by the thousands. Have we failed our youth? We need hope in

Israel that we are still important. However, we will still survive regardless. It was encouraging that for

the first time victims of the Munich Olympics killings were recognized with a moment of silence at the

Olympics in Japan.

The Tokyo Olympic Games were Israel’s most successful ever. There was an 89-athlete delegation,

and they won two gold medals and two bronzes, which is as many as the last three Olympic Games

combined. This is the first time Israel has had a baseball team competing.

What does Israel do? When we sent our building recovery group to Florida, there were remarks that

they only came because there were Jews in the building. Was this true in Haiti, Mexico, when we

sent fire planes to Greece, and when we offered help to Iran?

Sadly, an 88 year old Holocaust survivor recently committed suicide next to his son’s grave. His son

was killed in Operation Protective Edge. This father had volunteered to drive Palestinian children from

checkpoints to Israeli hospitals and was the author of the book, “Always on a Journey,” an

autobiography.

Israel continues to have the same government. Naftali Bennett, the prime minister, has lived in

Montreal and San Francisco. Recently Suzanne met his mother at a funeral in Rananna. Suzanne is

often referred to as “Beverly’s mother,” and Mrs. Bennett said she is usually just called “Emma shel

Naftali” or Naftali’s Mother.

Howie just had ACDF neck surgery at Sheba Hospital

in Ramat Gan, Israel on August 4. It is considered one

of top ten hospitals in the world. ACDF surgery is

fusion surgery, and he is now home recuperating.

We have been involved with healthcare in Israel since

we made aliyah in 2009. Besides Israeli health

coverage, Howie has continued to use VA Hospital in

North Chicago because of service-connected

disabilities. Due to COVID, travel, and other

considerations, we chose to have this surgery done in

Israel.
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Our health care in Israel is arranged in kupat holim organizations, which are similar to health

management organizations in the States. Our health service is called Macabi and is a large

network of hospitals, doctors, and services.

When you make aliyah, you are immediately given an ID number, or what it’s called a Tudat Zaut.

This Is very comparable to a Social Security number except that it has your picture on it. Everyone

is required to have this item if you are a citizen of Israel, and it must be shown whenever asked by

official parties. We do not have an issue in Israel regarding showing identification. Another

requirement is to immediately establish a bank account. The monthly fees for the kupat holim are

automatically withdrawn from this bank account.

This is not our first experience with surgery here. About 6 years ago Suzanne had surgery and

chemotherapy at another hospital in Israel. She feels her experience with the system was very

good.

Getting the required paperwork for MRIs, CTs, blood tests, and other procedures is difficult for us.

A tofus 17 form is usually required to guarantee that charges will be covered. This is the key to

everything in the healthcare system in Israel. If you do not have this document from your

healthcare provider, you will not get the service needed. If you do not have a Tofus 17 and come

for the procedure, they will ask for a credit card and then you have about three weeks in order to

get the tofus put together before they will actually charge your credit card. When an MRI is done,

the disk is given to you, and you also receive a copy of the information describing the results of

that procedure in a few days. This information is taken to the specialist or whomever you’re going

to for the issue. That doctor will look at it, record information, and then give you guidelines as to

what are the next steps.

It is a slow process to get medical tests done. This is due to the shortage of medical equipment.

With “non-emergency” tests, it may take months. Sometimes the appointment will be scheduled in

the middle of the night. Due to corona, cancellations, postponements, changes of doctors, and

other unexplained delays, it took a year and a half to finally get the surgery done. In March, Howie

was just about in the operating room when the surgery was cancelled. However, now he is home,

and it will take approximately 4 to 6 weeks for recovery and then the neck brace will be removed. A

physical therapist will be coming to our home soon for treatment.

Staying in the hospital over Shabbat is interesting. Most operations in the facility stop for the day.

There were two other patients sharing the hospital room. As Friday evening approached, an

accordion player, a flute player, and several other musicians visited the room playing Kabbalat

Shabbat music. There were stations in the halls for lighting of candles. However, the wife of the

patient near the windows just put candles outside on the window sill. She entertained some family

members before sundown and had an abundance of food which she shared with us. In the waiting

rooms, there were families celebrating the Shabbat meal with food that they had brought. Howie’s

roommate’s wife was very cheerful as she sang prayers and songs. On Saturday morning they

came around and invited Howie to attend minyan. He wasn’t up to it but appreciated the gesture.
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Hospitals in Israel operate on the principle that families are part

of the experience. They continue to recommend that patients

drink water. However, they do not provide pitchers and water.

There are emergency buttons for patients to call nurses.

However, they assume that family will be attending to most of

the small needs. Of course, while the food is not too bad,

families bring food. Our daughter stayed sleeping on the floor a

few nights and Suzanne was there most of the time. While most

of the nurses speak English, there were some communication

problems. The operation was a success, and the medical care

was good. It was not a bad hospital experience. However, had

the travel situation been different we would have chosen to have

it done at the VA Hospital in North Chicago because of the

delays and the language difficulties.

We wish our friends at Beth Judea a very meaningful holiday

experience. May the New Year be sweet and healthy for you and

your loved ones. Shanah tovah and hag sameah!

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

mailto:HOWIEG@aol.com
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We hope you are enjoying summer and it won’t be too long before travel to and from Israel will return

to normal.

Here are some photos of the Goodman family.

Suzanne and Howie

We hope you enjoy this installment from the 
Goodmans, who have graciously agreed to blog 
for our congregation their experiences as Olim in 
Israel. If there are specific topics that you are 
interested in hearing about of if you just want to 
stay in touch with Howie and Suzanne, you can 
reach them at: HOWIEG@aol.com

-The opinions expressed are those of the authors and

may not represent those Congregation Beth Judea- ed.

Our grandson Alon, 8, is top row and first from the left side

Our 55th Wedding Anniversary Celebration

New family pet named “Major Tom” with Alon
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