
The Shofar      February 20208

After sharing about the generous grant we received from the 
Kaplan family for our atelierista position last month, I felt 
inspired this month to share more specifically about some of the 
quality work that is happening in our atelier.  I invited Morah 
Kat Klein to write the article this month so you can hear directly 
from her about some of the most current happenings  Read on 
... 

At BEECC we embrace the atelier as a studio or a laboratory – a 
place for children’s creative exploration and experimentation 
where they can communicate their thoughts, ideas and research 
concepts.  It is a place where children can demonstrate their 
thinking in many languages or art forms: through clay, music, 
movement, light, paint, wire, fabric, photography etc.  Often, 
the art making which happens in the atelier are the children’s’ 
personal interpretations of an idea or of their own experi-
ences, desires, ideas, thoughts, or feelings.  The children have 
a dialogue and a relationship with the materials, which they 
investigate and explore and build a deeper understanding of as 
tools for communication and expression.

BEECC children have worked with a wide range of materials in 
the atelier and have communicated through many languages 
this school year.  They have worked with wire and beads, light 
and shadow, paint and watercolor on a variety of surfaces, up 
cycled materials to create sculptural works, engaged in the 
process of making paper and selecting materials to do so, clay 
techniques and using clay to tell a story, and more.  

Last week children began the process of creating “story blocks.”  
Dozens of clear plastic cd cases were brought in by Morah Neta, 
which she no longer needed.  They have been transformed in 
the atelier as materials that can be used as a vehicle for storytell-
ing.  Children are currently in the process of creating what 
we are calling, “story blocks.”  Children are drawing on the 
exterior of the cases and gluing photographs, images and cut 
paper inside along with other found materials such as feathers 
or leaves.  When the cd’s are combined together, they become 
“story blocks’ which children use in creating and telling stories 
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Tot Shabbat
Saturday, February 15, 10:45-11:45 AM

Our Tot Shabbat service is a child-focused, music-filled, 
and joyful experience recognizing the unique perspective 
children bring with them to synagogue.

Join us each month for 
(abbreviated) Shabbat morning 
prayers, a Torah parade, a 
story, an activity, and snack. 
Our monthly service is led on 
a rotating basis by our Rabbi 
Michelle “Mina” Goldsmith, lay 
leaders, and parent volunteers.

Questions? Contact rabbimina@bethemeth.org or  
(703) 860-4515 ext 104.

Baby & Me Playgroup
Weds., February 12 & 26, 9:30-10:30 AM

Socialize and get to know one another while giving the babies an 
opportunity to interact and play as well! Open to children born 
after September 30, 2017; siblings welcome. No need to be a 
member of CBE or to RSVP – just show up! Contact renee@
bethemeth.org.

and as a launching point for imagination and further creation 
on the projector, on the light table, in the classrooms or even 
outdoors.  They become storytelling prompts which children 
will have created themselves.   As children created, some 
commented about their narrative:

“Monkey is playing in the garden and wants to dance.”   
– Maria, age 4
“Leah is running.” – Leah, age 2
“The wind was swirling and whirling so fast and pushes me.”  
– Caroline, age 3
“The water became the ocean.” – Jordana, age 4.

Children have much to explore, create, and share and it’s 
vitally important that they are given opportunities for expres-
sion to make meaning about themselves, others and the world 
around them.  In addition to “story block” creating, children 
are currently exploring, communicating and sharing stories in 
clay with natural elements incorporated (sticks, leaves, stones, 
pinecones) and also with loose parts (screws, clips, shells, 
beads, etc.) – materials they can move, manipulate, control and 
change within their play and creative process.  Children can 
photograph their scenes or compositions, which can continue to 
be used in storytelling and further project work.

We will continue storytelling and exploring a variety of materi-
als and techniques through our next study which will be 
Aboriginal Art, inspired by a trip Morah Jamie took to Australia 
and New Zealand recently.  We’ll be learning about the various 
methods of aboriginal stone arrangements, woodcarvings, 
weaving, sand painting and the Dreamtime Stories.  We are 
looking forward to seeing what further stories children will tell 
and what ideas they will explore as they engage in the aborigi-
nal art methods, techniques, and art forms.  

We invite you to come by and visit us and see what we are up to 
and share a story by creating along with us!  

Morah Kat 

1st-4th Graders
Four, 1-Week  

Sessions in July

Vacation Torah Camp

 Registration & Questions: zachm@bethemeth.org

 Science, Art and Sports Infused with Jewish Values

5% Sibling Discount  
@Torah Camp &  

BEECC Adventures

 in Herndon, VA

 Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center • Herndon, VA
Questions: beeccinfo@bethemeth.org • (703) 860-4515

5% Sibling Discount  BEECC/Torah Camps

Half/Full  
Day Options

BEECC Adventures
Preschool Summer Camp – ages 2-5 years old

1 week sessions 
June - August




