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As many of you know, our dear long-time beloved 
congregant, Shelly Kaplan, passed away tragically in 
July. Somehow amidst the darkness in their grief, Shelly’s 
husband Mark and children Leslie and Jeff mustered up 
the strength to set up a fund in memory of Shelly at the 
Community Foundation for Loudoun and Northern Fauquier 
Counties called “Shelly’s Fund for a Beautiful Tomorrow.” 
Being that Shelly had a strong bond with her Jewish 
faith as well as taught for a year at BEECC (affectionately 
known as “Morah Gram”) Mark met with me to see if there 
was any way his foundation could support BEECC. In my 
desire to genuinely honor Shelly in a meaningful way, it 
was important for me to first learn about her. When he 
mentioned how passionate she was about art, and that she 
was an artist herself, I literally felt a spark (and goosebumps 
at the same time). 

As you know from previous 
articles I have written, 
(see my October 2018 
article under “Robin’s 
Reflections”) we have 
been slowly getting our 
atelier (art studio) up and 
running. The atelierista 
(art studio teacher) works 
alongside children and 
teachers to introduce 
materials, concepts and 
mediums that allow 
children to explore their 
wonder and curiosity, 
test their theories, and 
express their ideas and 
interests. Being that this 

is not a “typical” preschool position, we have been trying to 
think creatively how to fund having an ateliersita as I feel 
strongly that having an atelier, and atelierista, elevates the 
level of learning for teachers, children, and parents alike, 
and the relationships we all build together. After speaking 
with Mark, there was no question in my mind that this was a 
perfect match, and thankfully he and his family felt the same 
way ... they presented us with an incredibly generous grant 
to ensure that our atelier will have an atelierista that will 
guarantee to keep our atelier up and running and thriving for 
at least the next year. We couldn’t be more grateful. 

I was delighted to have a chance to meet with Mark, Jeff and 
Leslie and show them the atelier so they could see hands on 
the kinds of high-quality work that is happening and I look 
forward to staying connected and growing our relationship 
with them. “Our mom would be so proud to know a place 
she loved so much, and put so much of her heart and soul 
into, was benefitting in such a lasting way through the next 
generation. Clearly the kids are thriving creatively, and that 
will ultimately provide for a more beautiful tomorrow,” said 
Jeff on behalf of the family.

The darkness of Shelly’s passing will never leave us, however 
her family has found a way to spread her light. Through 

Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center
Robin Cohen, Director (robin@bethemeth.org)

FROM DARKNESS COMES LIGHT

Tot Shabbat
Saturday, January 18, 10:45-11:45 AM

Children are naturally inquisitive, joy-filled, and excited 
about life. They often love hearing stories, including 
stories about their own families. They are also often deeply 
spiritual beings who are filled with wonder and awe at God 
and the world.

Our Tot Shabbat service is a 
child-focused, music-filled, and 
joyful experience recognizing 
the unique perspective children 
bring with them to synagogue.

Join us each month for 
(abbreviated) Shabbat morning 
prayers, a Torah parade, a story, 
an activity, and snack. Our monthly service is led on a 
rotating basis by our Rabbi Michelle “Mina” Goldsmith, lay 
leaders, and parent volunteers.

Questions? Contact rabbimina@bethemeth.org or  
(703) 860-4515 ext 104.

Baby & Me Playgroup
Wednesday, January 8, 9:30-10:30 AM

Socialize and get to know one 
another while giving the babies an 
opportunity to interact and play 
as well! Open to children born 
after September 30, 2017; siblings 
welcome. No need to be a member 
of CBE or to RSVP – just show up! 
Contact renee@bethemeth.org.

supporting our arts program at BEECC (and physically 
having some of her paintings on display in the atelier!) - 
Shelly’s light shines on the children daily as they create, 
experiment learn and grow through exploration of materials 
and various art forms. While our children and faculty will not 
have the fortune of knowing Shelly, her spirit and her family 
will most definitely be supporting our BEECC children in 
having “a beautiful tomorrow.”

-- Robin 

Mark Kaplan and a budding artist

Preschool Open House
Wednesday, January 29

10:00 am - 11:30 am  
Join us to learn more about BEECC’s 
Reggio-inspired preschool program.
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5% Sibling Discount BEECC/Torah Camps

Half/Full 
Day Options

BEECC Adventures
Preschool Summer Camp – ages 2-5 years old

1 week sessions
June - August

1st-4th Graders
Four, 1-Week 

Sessions in July

Vacation Torah Camp

 Registration & Questions: zachm@bethemeth.org

Science, Art and Sports Infused with Jewish Values

5% Sibling Discount 
@Torah Camp & 

BEECC Adventures

in Herndon, VA Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center • Herndon, VA
Questions: beeccinfo@bethemeth.org • (703) 860-4515

5% Sibling DiscountBEECC/Torah Camps

Half/Full
Day Options

BEECC Adventures
Preschool Summer Camp – ages 2-5 years old

1 week sessions 
June - August

in	MahJongg
Thursdays	(ongoing), 12:30 pm–4:00	pm

Drop-in	for	a	friendly	game	of	“mahj” and	conversation	at	CBE.	 All levels of	
skill welcome. Please	bring	a	card	table;	chairs	provided	by	the	synagogue.		
Bring	your	friends!	

Fee:	$5	to	support	Gift	Shop	and	Sisterhood	activities,	cash	or	check	only	
please.	We will	not	be	playing	each	hand	for	money.	If	you	are	interested,	
send	an	email	to	Ellyn	Hirsch	at cbegiftshop@gmail.com

Drop−in	Ma
Thursdays	(ongoing), 12:30 pm–4:00	pm

Drop-in	for	a	friendly	game	of	“mahj” and	conversation	at	CBE.	 All levels of	
skill welcome. Please	bring	a	card	table;	chairs	provided	by	the	synagogue.		
Bring	your	friends!	

Fee:	$5	to	support	Gift	Shop	and	Sisterhood	activities,	cash	or	check	only	
please.	We will	not	be	playing	each	hand	for	money.	If	you	are	interested,	
send	an	email	to	Ellyn	Hirsch	at cbegiftshop@gmail.com

(BEECC-related ad on page 8 of January, 2020 Shofar)




