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Last month I attended a NAREA (North American Reggio 
Emilia Alliance) conference in Atlanta.   It was the closest 
I felt to my study tour in Reggio Emilia, Italy itself three 
years ago!   It’s like I went through a proverbial car wash 
and my focus on this upcoming year feels clean and 
refreshed - I’m shining!   Of course I can write pages 
and pages about it, but as we begin gearing up for the 
2019-2020 school year, I decided to share a little about 
our view of the most core and essential element needed to 
bring our theory to practice - the teacher.  

When people think of a “teacher” they often picture an 
adult, planning lessons, standing in front of a classroom, 
and sharing their knowledge of a given subject.  To truly 
understand the work we are doing with the children 
at BEECC, you must first recognize that our image 
of the teacher is quite different.  We see ourselves as 
researchers and our main subject area is the children: 
their understanding, thoughts, ideas, thinking processes, 
interests, relationships and ways they are making 
meaning of the world around them. As teachers, we 
need to be by the side of children in THEIR research - 
letting them be protagonists of their own strategies and 
thoughts, while we simultaneously conduct our research 
by observing, listening and documenting along the way.  

Being that our main area of focus as “researchers” are 
the children, people may wonder whether we teach 
important academic concepts.  In fact, it’s not a matter of 
whether that takes place – it’s HOW it takes place.  The 
key is, we choose to do it in a way that speaks to the child 
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in an authentic way – a way that is interesting, exciting and 
joyful.  The more we research alongside them, the more 
we can understand what big concepts they are curious 
about and exploring, the more we can create engaging 
experiences (based on reflecting on our observations and 
documentation) that delve deeper into the content areas and 
concepts we see they are curious about, the more they will 
be able to express themselves, the more they will acquire 
new areas of awareness, construct knowledge and learn 
abilities, skills and concepts.  This doesn’t even acknowledge 
that inherent in the process they are learning strategies for 
listening to each other, collaborating, respecting one another 
and appreciating each others’ differences. 

This barely grazes the surface, but when you view the 
image of the teacher through this lens, you can imagine 
how exhilirating, interesting, and rewarding our work is 
on a daily basis.  No two days are the same, yet each day is 
connected to the next.  In the spirit of teachers we were sad 
to say good-bye to some of our beloved teachers who retired 
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this past year, and we are delighted to welcome quite a few 
passionate new teachers for this upcoming year.  I look 
forward to sharing tidbits of our research with you over the 
course of the year.  




