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Think of a two-year-old that is digging in the sand table and 
just keeps shoveling the sand outside of the table instead 
of keeping it inside.  Or a three-year-old that grabs the 
cereal box on the table and dumps the whole thing out.  
Or a four-year-old who touches every switch and button 
imaginable in your house – over and over again.  What’s 
your reaction?  How you think about and handle these 
situations are a direct result of your perspective, and your 
perspective is a result of how you view children.  At our 
parent’s night of learning last month, our goal was to help 
parents see our perspective on how we view children, and 
relate it to why we do what we do.  

Children are constantly trying to make meaning of the 
world around them.  They are researching, seeking 
understanding, and constructing knowledge through each 
and every interaction. The world is made up of big concepts 
and if you take the time to look closely and observe, you 
will see more often than not, from the child’s ego-centric 
perspective, they are exploring these big ideas:  motion, 
cause and effect, transformations, to name a few.  When 
you are able to view children in this way, your mind shifts 
from getting frustrated that the child isn’t following your 
rules, to respecting that the child is exploring the world 
from his/her perspective.   What theories is he testing when 
he switches on and off the light switch?  What big concepts 
is she investigating when she watches the sand pour off 
of her shovel far down onto the ground? What knowledge 
is he constructing when he turns the cereal box upside 
down and everything comes falling down?  I’m not saying 
it’s always appropriate to allow children the freedom do 
whatever they want.  Rather I am suggesting that if we 
view their actions through the lens of exploration, we can 
understand where they might be coming from, and provide 
opportunities for them to test these theories and conduct 
their research.  This sends the powerful message that we 
respect them as competent thinkers.   

One parent commented 
after our evening of 
learning, “It was eye 
opening to consider all 
of the transformative 
moments that come from 
one project.   So often as 
parents we want to know 
that our children have 
the correct answer, when 
really we need to help 
them engage in deeper 
thinking and learning 
– even in preschool.  At
the core the students
are learning the same
skills to prepare them for
elementary school, but
how they get there varies
based on what inspires
them.”

Whereas adults are 
able to express their 
meaning making through 
language, oral language 
is not always the first 
thing accessible for children – which is why they are always 
touching, tinkering, and, ahem, often times seemingly 
“ripping apart” the things around them.  We can view them 
as testing our boundaries, or we can view them as testing 
their own theories about how the world works.  At BEECC, 
we choose the latter –we view children as capable and 
competent.  Children have amazing, unique, and thoughtful 
ideas, questions, and theories about how the world around 
them works, and if we set up the environment in an 
intentional way to foster exploration of these concepts, and 
observe their interactions, we can get a peek into what they 
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are thinking, feeling, and wondering about.  That helps 
inform what we will do in the following days in order to 
present that concept in other ways so they can continue 
their exploration, thus allowing them more time and 
opportunity to construct their own knowledge.   

What better holiday than Passover to contemplate this 
perspective of children?  After all, the holiday focuses 
around having children ask questions, no matter if they 
are wise, wicked, simple or don’t know how to ask.  I 
suggest the question to ask ourselves this Passover is 
how do we view children? – and if the answer is “as 
competent and capable researchers of the world around 
them,” then hopefully your answers will not be answers, 
but rather questions that encourage them to think, and 
help you understand their perspective of the world.  As a 

parent said after that evening, “A key take away for me was 
using open-ended questions to further my child’s thinking, 
feeling, and wondering about.  That helps  exploration.  
Since the Parents Night of Learning, I have been 
peppering my child with lots of open-ended questions to 
help understand her thinking and her interests. It has 
been fascinating to hear her answers and to further open 
the window into her world.”  

Hopefully this fresh perspective of how we view children 
at BEECC will encourage you to think outside of the 
sandbox next time you are in the company of a child.

--Robin
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