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As I was walking a small group of children from the flex space to the 
classroom to make latkes last month, one child suddenly stopped in 
her tracks in front of the gift shop, pointed to the couch area, and 
said enthusiastically “I been there!”  Indeed she had. The previous 
three days we had lit the Hanukkah candles and sang songs 
together as a school every morning in that little alcove.  

I always seek opportunities to learn from children, and the way she 
paused to share her pure joy about remembering that she had “been 
there” brought a new meaning to that area – and those three words 
– for me.  So many thoughts went flooding through my mind  . . .

It reminded me how different things look through a child’s eyes and 
the fresh perspective they take on things that may seem mundane 
and ordinary to us. 

It made me happy that this child could identify so strongly with a 
space within the synagogue – not just in the preschool wing.

It confirmed to me that we are sending messages to the children 
through EVERYTHING we do – and to be mindful of not just the 
“what” – but the “where” and the “how.”

It made me wonder how layered the term “there” actually was.  On 
the most obvious level, she was referring to the physical space, but 
I’m sure those three words also held a treasure chest of meaning 
connecting to “there” in a deeper sense. 

At first glance having “been” somewhere can take on a negative 
connotation. “Been there, done that!” or “I’ve been there – I 
know what you’re going through!”  But hearing this child’s 
genuine excitement upon where she had been inspired a shift in 
my perspective.  It reinforced the value of reflection in our work 
with children and how important it is to acknowledge and revsit 
experiences, interactions and where you’ve been to encourage 
connections and building relationships.  Which leads me to the 
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Our friends at the Fairfax County Police Department stopped by to 
help BEECC celebrate Hanukkah. Together, we sang songs and lit 
the fourth candle on our menorah. Many were wearing something 

green as part of the week’s lesson about colors of the rainbow.
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belief that being “there” could mean much more than the 
space itself.  When you are fully present, when you are 
wherever you are, you can look back and recall being 
“there” as a place that engages all of your senses.   

As you begin this new year, I challenge you to reflect upon 
the notion this young girl shared of “I been there!”:  Where 
have you “been” – spiritually, physically, and emotionally? 
Where would you like to be?  How can you get “there” in 
every sense of the word?

A very Happy and Healthy 2019 to you filled with moments 
where you can look back at where you’ve been with a smile 
on your face and with the same enthusiasm that young girl 
shared that morning with me.

--Robin
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