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“The most important thing is not what you did, it’s what 
you are going to learn from it.” 

When I was asked to write and (literally) frame the 
most powerful quote from my seminar to Reggio Emilia 
in March of 2016, this is the quote I chose.  I heard it 
during an evening reflection session in Reggio by my 
beloved mentor, the Reggio Children International 
Representative for Israel, Naama Zoran.  This frame still 
sits on my countertop at home, available for me to look 
at on a daily basis.  Those simple 18 (Chai!) words had a 
huge impact on my life.  They were integral in bringing 
awareness to the significant value that should be placed 
on “learning” and how the events surrounding and 
leading up to it are vehicles to support the learning itself. 

In last August’s (2017) Shofar article, I stated “Being 
cognizant and intentional about how we view children 
is essential for the teaching and learning we set out to 
achieve with them.”  In that article, I focused mainly on 
“how we view children.”  This August, I would like to 
focus our awareness on the latter part of the sentence: 
“the teaching and learning we set out to achieve with 
them.” 

I think a big mind shift those 18 words I framed helped 
me to achieve was altering the common view of learning 
as a “what” or an end “product” to it being focused on 
the “how.”  At BEECC we view learning as the reciprocal 
process of dialoguing, researching, discovering and 
reflecting with children, and with one another.  Learning 
and competencies are built through relationships with 
others and through the support of the contexts we are 
in and the relationships offered.  Children must have 
educational environments that will encourage them to 

express themselves through hundreds of “languages” 
(speech, writing, painting, clay, movement, music, 
shadow play, drawing...) and when children are involved 
in the process of metacognition (understanding their 
ways of understanding), their “learning narrative” 
comes to life.  Making these stories visible for them, and 
others, and bringing their learning to life is fundamental 
for developing life-long learners – one of our greatest 
aspirations. 
 
It is hard to believe that later this month, the faculty, 
new and old, will be coming together to spend a week 
preparing for our year ahead.  This carved in time to 
learn (dialogue, research, discover and reflect) together 
is precious and sets the tone for our year ahead.  Our 
learning together this year will focus very much around 
this powerful theme of learning. 

Just as I began with a quote, I would like to end with an 
equally thought provoking one.  Loris Malaguzzi, the 
founder of the Reggio approach, shared: “Learning and 
teaching should not stand on opposite banks and just 
watch the river flow by; instead, they should embark 
together on a journey down the water. Through an 
active, reciprocal exchange, teaching can strengthen 
learning how to learn.” 

I am looking forward to sharing our school’s journey of 
learning with you in the upcoming months. 

(Note: I did not forget . . . the “exciting news” I 
mentioned last month will have to wait      .  

-- Robin

Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center
Robin Cohen, Director (robin@bethemeth.org)

L’CHAYIM TO LEARNING!

Beth Emeth Early 
Childhood Center 
Reggio-Inspired, 
Jewishly-Guided 
Registration 
Registration is now open for 
the 2018-19 School Year! 
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Center 
Early drop-off and extended day options available. 

Contact us today! 
www.beecc.org • (703) 860-4515 ext 114 • robin@bethemeth.org 

It’s time for the 5th annual Sweet Summer 
Series, with frozen treats, crafts, socializing 
and PJ Library storytime! For preschool 
through 1st graders (siblings welcome). 
RSVP (http://jconnect.org/pjlibrary) and get 
a thank you gift at the event! 

Wednesday, August 8, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
on the CBE playground.  




