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On a walk with my mom and children during my visit to 
Long Island over Passover, I discovered a huge branch 
covered with fuzzy buds lying in the middle of the sidewalk.  
I of course needed to figure out a way to take it back home 
to BEECC since it was filled with potential!

The Dalet (pre-K) teachers were the first to see it and were 
delighted to take it into their classroom.  A few days later 
Morah Karen decided to set out some paper and colored 
pencils and sat there sketching it as the children arrived.  
Children trickled over and began making their own 
sketches of it alongside her.  Fortunate for me, I happened 
to come in and visit at the most opportune time!  At first I 
just sat with them and asked the children to tell me about 
the drawings they had made.  Before I knew it, I was sitting 
with them for over 45 minutes observing, dissecting, 
theorizing and exchanging ideas about flower buds.  It felt 
as if we were transformed to another place – a place where 
all that existed were our thoughts, ideas, conversation, and 
the palpable excitement around having one discovery after 
another – from the colors, to the shape, to the texture, to 
the size, to the layers, to the smell.  

The energy of the experience was invigorating and I was 
overjoyed when I received an email later that evening from 
a parent of one of those children with the subject line: “You 
really made an impression.”  She shared how her child 
insisted on going for a nature walk that afternoon to collect 
flowers and buds to bring back to show me for tomorrow!  
I of course replied back what an equally strong impression 
the experience had made on me.  

We were delighted to reunite the next day, in the same 
place, with the same materials along with the new buds and 
flowers that young girl brought, to continue our research 
together.  The excitement was clearly contagious, as slowly 
but surely, more children entered the experience.  One boy 
put down his lego creation and started peeling off the layers 
of the buds to make a “petal ball”.  Two other children came 
over from the writing area, snipped off some buds with the 
scissors as they had learned to do from the other children, 
and taped them onto their drawings.  One boy was creating 
a flower bud using kinetic sand.  

Theories were being developed and shared by the children 
so quickly I could barely keep up:
“Look what happens if I cut the point (tip of the bud) apart!  

Look how many coats there are!  The coats keep the flower 
warm.”

“The flower is like a rainbow because it has different layers of 
petals”

“It’s kind of like an earthquake.  It cracks open.”
“If the rain makes a dot on the flower, if it dries, the petal 

grows more and more cause rain makes stuff grow. The rain 
goes first and the sun goes last to make it grow.”  

“I think it’s a cherry blossom because I think it’s cherry 
blossom season – and they’re going around the tidal basin, 
but I’m not so sure.”

“It’s perfumy.  You can turn it into 
perfume.  I think trees make perfume – 
squeeze out the juice and get perfume!”  
(after cutting open a bud, noticing the 
moisture inside and smelling it)

“The hole is where it grows into a flower – 
because the hole blooms.”

“I do not know how there’s colors on the 
petals.  I think the rain makes the petals 
turn into different colors . . . the rain 
and the sun make a color – like look at 
the sky (looking and pointing out the 
window).”

 
Why am I sharing this with you? This is 
a precious slice of authentic learning, 
and the competency of children, in 
action: the passion, the researching, 
the hypothesizing, the collaborative 
brainstorming and exchanging of ideas, 
the joy of discovering, and the countless directions the 
learning can go from here.  Stimulating and encouraging 
the children’s minds to develop the skills to think, problem 
solve, communicate, examine and develop understandings 
of the world around them is paramount to us at BEECC 
– and according to FCPS are essential skills necessary for 
success for all children.  

“We’re starting to be scientists . . .” is what one of the 
children said to me with a huge smile on her face at the end 
of our second day together.  Lifelong learners are what we 
are growing at BEECC – and watching each child blossom 
in his or her own unique ways brings me joy each and every 
day.   Can you understand why I love what I do so much?.

Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center
Robin Cohen, Interim Director (robin@bethemeth.org)

“BUD”DING  SCIENTISTS

Reggio
Inspired
Full and
Half Day

www.beecc.org
7O3-86O-4515




