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Imagine you are a quilter.  You put a lot of time and thought 
into the kinds of fabrics and patterns you want to use.  It 
can be the highest quality fabrics and the most elaborate 
and intricate designs, but ultimately, without the thread, 
it won’t all come together.  We often ”ooh’”and “ahh” the 
final product of things, but do we ever take the time to 
acknowledge the unseen yet essential threads that made it 
happen?  It isn’t until you acknowledge these threads that 
you can begin to appreciate and understand how the big 
picture comes together.  This month I would like to share 
how and why at BEECC, we place value on the “threads”.
 
In education, while the big picture is important, the process 
of getting there is where all the learning happens.  It is the 
respect, awareness and nurturing of children’s individual 
processes, their “threads” of thinking and understanding, 
that allows them to take ownership of and understand their 
big picture.  
 
I promised you once school began I would share how we 
are bringing the theory I write about to practice.  When 
it came to learning about Sukkot this year, the teachers 
weren’t as focused with the actual decorations that got hung 
up in the Sukkah as they were with involving the children 
in the process of thinking about it.  Each class did this in a 
different way.  For example, instead of planning out intricate 
decoration ideas for the children to make for the Sukkah, 
our pre-K (Dalet) teachers intentionally planned to have 
the children build a relationship with the Sukkah.  The 
teachers took the children outside and listened actively 
and patiently as they gave them time to observe, notice 
and even compare similarities and differences between 
our two CBE Sukkahs.  They were there as guides to 
encourage the children’s questions and wonderings 
about the Sukkah – and Sukkot in general, and facilitate 
dialogue amongst the children.  Once the children 
had a shared experience and context upon which to 
understand the Sukkah, they were invested in and 
excited to share their ideas of how to add their special 
touch to it.  Ultimately, WHAT they ended up creating 
for the Sukkah was not as important to us as having 
them invested in WHY they were doing it and HOW they 
were led through a meaningful process to get there.
 
Jewish values emphasize that we inspire children 
to question their world and appreciate multiple 
perspectives.  At BEECC, we see the process of learning 
like a journey together – a meaningful, fulfilling, joyful 
and eye-opening journey into the unknown, where 
everyone’s thoughts, ideas, and viewpoints are valued.  
It is our job to bring their processes of learning, threads 
of thinking, to light, so children can visibly see the 
worlds they are creating come to life in front of them.
 
It was incredibly rewarding, especially knowing the 
intention and thought the teachers had put into it, to 
have a parent email me about this experience.  She 

wrote: “Usually our evening conversations are short at the 
dinner table as I get one word answers--- “good”, “nothing”, 
or “fine.”  You can imagine my delight when she came 
home talking all about the sukkah!  She said they went to 
the sukkah today.  She told me that there were walls, and 
... she pointed up, as she tried to think of the word... she 
couldn’t think of the word ... I literally felt like we were 
playing charades. As she acts out the [roof] word.  I was 
just letting her go on, intently listening with a smile. Finally, 
she comes to the word “ceiling”!  She goes on that there is 
no ceiling... BUT that there is bamboo on the ceiling! . . .  
She then asked if WE could build a sukkah--- THIS was the 
first time we’ve ever gotten information out of her without 
probing for answers.  She was so excited to tell us all about 
her day.  We thought it was so neat, and we truly appreciate 
everything you and her teachers are doing to expose her to 
these Jewish experiences. I have found myself searching for 
Sukkah kits for next year!” 
 
While this does not hang in the Sukkah for everyone to 
“ooh” and “ahh” at, no finished product can be as valuable 
as the threads of joy this child was given the time and 
opportunity to discover and weave into her understanding 
of Sukkot.  In the end, not only does this young child 
benefit, but being able to see the Sukkah through her eyes 
was a gift to us all.  

THREADS

Looking for new and gently used 
children’s toys, clothes, and books for 

ages 0-8? 
Come and shop:

Wednesday, November 8:
9:45 AM - 2:00 PM

Thursday, November 9:
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Please e-mail thebeeccpa@gmail.com ASAP 
if you have items you would like to donate 
for the sale. Thanks for your support of this 
fundraising event!




