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In thinking about the values behind the High Holidays, 
and the school we aspire to be at BEECC, I cannot help 
but connect the two to the idea of “new beginnings”.  The 
children have been familiarizing themselves with a new 
classroom, they are spending their mornings living with 
and navigating relationships with a new “family” or group 
of peers, they are getting to know their new Morot, and for 
some, this is a new school or even a whole new experience 
of going to school in general. We have many new families 
who have joined our community. So many new beginnings!  
And these new beginnings deserve to be acknowledged and 
considered with thought, care and intention. So, while the 
children experienced many of the tangible symbols of the 
High Holidays from eating round challah and apples with 
honey to hearing the sounds of the Shofar to singing Rosh 
Hashanah songs, our deeper focus was actually on exposing 
them to and living the values of the High Holidays, thinking 
intentionally with the children about HOW to make our 
“new beginnings” together meaningful and sweet.  

• Guiding the children on a daily basis to think about 
and reflect upon on how to treat others and be a good 
friend. 

• Thinking about how and why to ask for forgiveness or 
be forgiving.  

• Discussing the importance of being accepting and 
open-minded – of new experiences, of one another, and 
of ourselves.

• Reflecting upon the kind of classroom community 
they are building together and what it means to be a 
respectful member of their community.  

 
These will likely look different for each classroom and age 
group, but the values and aspirations behind our “new 
beginnings” remains the same, all setting the stage to be the 
best people we can be in the hopes of having a “sweet” year 
together!  

As a BEECC community, our new beginning together came 
to life the evening of our Back to School Kick-off and Social.  
The entire BEECC faculty, many BEECC parents, and even 
some CBE members sat together in a large circle spanning 
the entire Social Hall. It was hopefully the first of many 
gatherings where there will be open, real, genuine, and 
passionate dialogue - where everyone can listen as well as 
feel heard. Where everyone”s voice matters.  It was a new 
beginning that exceeded my hopes and expectations. 

On the High Holidays, we take the time to reflect on the 
people we were last year and how we want to be in the year 
ahead, starting the new year fresh with a clean slate or 
“new beginning.” While round challah, apples and honey, 
and singing Rosh Hashanah songs are greatly anticipated 
and enjoyed just once a year, the High Holiday spirit and 
essence will continue to live on in our classrooms.  Our 
“new beginnings” together set the tone and helped to create 
a foundation.  We will continue to take the time to cultivate 

and nurture these concepts throughout the year, reflecting 
together on an ongoing basis about our learning and 
relationships, helping the children to acquire the intangible 
qualities that make up the people we aspire to be in G-d’s 
image.  

May we all allow for the High Holiday spirit to live within 
us, as we continue to reflect throughout the year on being 
the best we can be.
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The BEECC Parents Association (PA) Indoor Yard Sale is 
coming up next month and donations will be accepted 
starting on Friday, November 3!

Please consider donating any new or gently used toys, 
children’s clothes, and children’s books for kids ages 0-8 
that need a new home!  All proceeds from the yard sale will 
benefit BEECC.
 
Be sure to come shop at the sale, Wednesday, November 8, 
9:45-2:00 and Thursday, November 9, 9:15-11:30. Contact 
the BEECC PA at thebeeccpa@ gmail.com if you have items 
you would like to donate and with any questions. Thank you 
for your support of this fundraising event!
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