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Last month I wrote about what is at the core of our 
program here at BEECC – our image, or view of children. 
We respect them as competent and capable thinkers and 
researchers. One important piece I didn’t get to was what 
we strive to do at BEECC to support this view. 

You know when you taste something so amazing - like a 
fresh crisp juicy apple right from the tree - and you tell 
yourself you can never go back to the store-bought variety? 
That’s how I feel about the quality of play children can have 
. . . and deserve. Play is an integral part of childhood - yet 
not all play is made the same - especially in an educational 
environment, and if “crisp juicy” play exists out there, why 
accept anything less for our children?

What do I mean by “crisp juicy” play? Imagine you have 
invited some guests over to your home. Wouldn’t you 
intentionally set your home up in a particular way to be 
more than just presentable – but to have it be at its best? 
To make sure it reflects your values? This is what we 
strive for on a daily basis. An environment that is inviting, 
joyful, full of wonder and amazement. An environment 
that is stimulating, challenging and filled with potential; 
when you walk in, it feels alive and busy - bustling with 
children engaging with materials and each other in such a 
way that you can practically taste the enthusiasm for the 
work - or rather “play” - they are focused on. You can see 
that within the play they are developing theories, figuring 
things out, exploring mathematical and scientific concepts, 
creating their own knowledge, problem solving, taking 
risks, experiencing pre-reading and writing skills, working 
collaboratively and having fun. If children are researchers 
– their environment is their laboratory. So rich, and full of 
flavor! Just like the apple does for your taste buds – this 
kind of play heightens the senses, stimulates the mind and 
provides pure and genuine feelings of fulfillment and joy. 

Setting up an environment for this kind of play to exist 
takes much thought, time and planning on the teacher’s 
part; it’s hard work!! But that is also what is so exhilarating 
about this kind of teaching. No two days are ever the 
same - yet they are connected to the day before in a 
meaningful way to foster connections in the child’s mind. 
Children are our partners in this process, as it is through 
observation and dialogues with them that teach us and 
help to inform our research and thinking. It is their growth 
and understanding we are keeping in mind as we learn 
alongside them. Materials are set out purposefully and in 
context to provoke thinking. Intentionally thinking about 
how to foster meaningful interactions and relationships 
through play is an ongoing process we reflect about on 
a consistent basis. Why go through all of this when you 
can have easy good old fashioned simple play? Because 
as I mentioned last month, children have a right to be 

stimulated and challenged to their highest potential.
Now that September is here and school is about to start, 
stay tuned for some of the ways we are bringing the 
theories I’ve described to practice! 

In the meanwhile, when you take a bite into a fresh crisp 
juicy apple on Rosh Hashanah, think about the kind of 
joy and fulfillment I’ve described that we strive for each 
of our preschoolers to experience, as well as the joy and 
fulfillment I am wishing for each of you in the New Year. 

L’shanah tovah tikatevu ve techatemu, may you be 
inscribed and sealed in the Book of Life for a good year.

-- Robin
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