
9Congregation Beth Emeth    Av-Elul 5777

Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center
Robin Cohen, Interim Director (robin@bethemeth.org)

At BEECC, we are inspired and influenced by many 
prominent researchers and theorists.  We are also 
influenced by various philosophies.  One of the main 
philosophies that we are inspired by is the Reggio Emilia 
Approach. Reggio Emilia is a small town in Northern 
Italy where this highly regarded philosophy originated.  
In March of last year I had the privilege to go to Reggio 
Emilia, along with Jamie Paul, a longtime teacher at 
BEECC, to attend a ten day Early Childhood Study Seminar 
called “Looking At Reggio Through a Jewish Perspective.”  
It has come to my attention that many in our community 
are not familiar with the Reggio Emilia Approach.  In the 
spirit of trying to connect CBE and BEECC together more, 
I thought it would be valuable to take a moment to share a 
little about it.  

One of the things that makes this philosophy so unique 
is that it is not a defined curriculum, rather it is a set of 
guiding principles - core beliefs, values and attitudes – 
that relate to every aspect of creating a culture of learning 
and teaching.  That is why we refer to ourselves as Reggio 
INSPIRED – we are inspired by the principles of the Reggio 
Emilia Approach.  Since my trip I have spent a lot of time 
thinking really deeply about these principles I had the 
fortune to see up close and in action, and how to apply 
them in a way that is realistic and fitting for our unique 
setting here at BEECC.  It is a constant work in progress – 
but it all begins with one thing...

Take a moment to think about the thing without which 
BEECC couldn’t exist; Children.  Notice what thoughts, 
feelings or words come to mind when you think of children.  
The image of the child is the cornerstone of the Reggio 
Approach.  Being cognizant and intentional about how we 
view children is essential for the teaching and learning we 
set out to achieve with them.  It ultimately underlies and 
guides everything we do – and it is something we think, 
reflect and dialogue about on an ongoing basis at BEECC.  

We...

• Think about children as joyful and filled with wonder.

• Think about how children learn.

• Think about children as having valid, rich ideas, 
thoughts, and theories of how they make sense of the 
world. 

• Think about children as curious and constantly 
researching and searching for meaning.

• Think about children not only as recipients of care, but 
as producers of relationships - constantly engaged in 
seeing the meaning of their actions and things around 
them.

• Think of children as equipped with enormous potential 
with hundreds of ways in which they make life 
meaningful and construct knowledge.

 One of the primary reasons we are genuinely inspired by 
the Reggio Emilia Approach is because of how deeply they 
respect children, and the process of learning.  How one 
views children makes all the difference as to how one treats 
children.  I would love to expand more on that, but I am 
out of space...  clearly I have barely grazed the surface, but 
hopefully I whet your appetite for more – and you can be 
sure more is coming!

In the meanwhile, if someone asks you “What is that 
Reggio Inspired preschool at your synagogue all about?” – 
you can tell them that while you may not know all the ins 
and outs yet, at BEECC they respect children as thinkers 
and researchers and work hard to give them the quality of 
education they deserve.
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