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FROM THE RABBI:

A SYMBOL OF SOLIDARITY 
There’s a famous photograph of a Hanukkah menorah in a 
window, with a building across the street clearly displaying 
the swastika. On the back of the photo was written “’Death 
to Judah’ so the flag says. ‘Judah will live forever’ so the light 
answers.’” (1932)

Whenever I see this photo, I am struck by the courage it took 
the Posner family to follow the ancient tradition of publicizing 
the miracle in a time when doing so was so dangerous. They 
didn’t have to do it. According to Jewish law, in a time of 
danger, one is permitted to light the Hanukkah lights inside. The caption they chose to 
accompany it clearly shows that it was meant as an act of defiance. In a world which 
told them not to exist, they chose not only to keep existing, but to do so with pride 
and dignity. 

Whenever I have seen this photo, I have always been grateful that the question “What 
would I have done?” has been hypothetical. This year, the unfortunate reality is that the 
question doesn’t feel hypothetical anymore. 

For me, at least, it is an easy decision. While I am never one to telegraph my identity 
(I don’t wear tzitzit out, I don’t wear jewelry, and I usually wear a hat rather than a 
kippah), I also feel very strongly that I will not change who I am out of fear. If I have 
never been afraid to put the Hanukkah lights in my window before, then I refuse to 
let fear prevent me from doing so now. Quite literally, I will not dim my light because 
others don’t like it. 

Choosing to publicize the miracle in a time of danger isn’t just an act of defiance. It is 
also a symbol of solidarity. It tells every other Jew “This is a place where you will be 
welcomed. This is a place where you are safe.” By putting my Hanukkah lights in the 
window this year, I am not just pushing back against the Jew-haters of the world, I’m 
telling all other Jews that they are not alone. 

In the American imagination, and for most American Jews, Hanukkah is a warm-fuzzy 
holiday. The miracle of Jewish survival seems pretty abstract in a sea of candles, gelt, 
draydels and wrapping paper. This year, while our celebrations should be as joyous 
as always, we should remember the miracle of Jewish survival was not one of direct 
intervention, but of individual action and will. As we light our lights, let us resolve to be 
participants in the miracle of Jewish survival, rather than just its recipients. 

Rabbi Warner Ferratier

SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Shabbat (CBE/online)

 Erev Shabbat 6:30 PM 
 Shabbat Morning 9:00 AM 

Minyan (CBE/online)

 Sundays 9:00 AM 
 Wednesdays 8:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Pub Trivia Night (CBE) 
 Saturday, December 2 6:30 PM

Sisterhood Paid-Up Member Brunch (CBE) 
 Sunday, December 3 12:00 PM

Special Congregational Meeting: CBE Governing 
Documents (CBE/online) 
 Sunday, December 3 2:00 PM

Congregational Shabbat Hanukkah Dinner (CBE) 
 Friday, December 8 5:30 PM 

BEECC Family Hanukkah Party (CBE) 
 Saturday, December 9 4:30 PM 

Religious School Hanukkah Party (CBE) 
 Sunday, December 10 12:00 PM 

Hazak: Guest Speaker Rabbi Bruce Aft, “The 
Modern Message of Hanukkah” (CBE/online) 
 Tuesday, December 12 7:30 PM

Community Hanukkah Candle-Lighting (CBE) 
 Wednesday, December 13 6:00 PM

Music to Our Ears Musical Shabbat (CBE/online) 
 Friday, December 15  6:30 PM

Torah for Tots (CBE) 
 Saturday, December 16 11:00 AM

Family Movie and Kosher Chinese Dinner (CBE) 
 Monday, December 25 3:00 PM

HANUKKAH 
5784



RSVP: www.bethemeth.org/form/pub-trivia-night

Community 
Candle-Lighting

Wednesday, Dec. 13 
6:00 PM at CBE 

(7th Night of Hanukkah)

Singing, dancing, blessings, 
noshing, schmoozing and 

more!
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HANUKKAH AND SYNAGOGUE SECURITY: 
PRESERVING THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Ellyn Hirsch (president@bethemeth.org)

Hanukkah commemorates a historical event that took place in the 2nd century 
BCE. Under the oppressive rule of King Antiochus IV, the Jewish people were 
prohibited from practicing their faith, suffered the destruction of the Second 
Temple, commemorated the miracle of the oil that lasted eight days in the Second 
Temple of Jerusalem, and rejoiced in the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
These events symbolize resilience, the victory of light over darkness, and the 
enduring strength of the Jewish spirit. Hanukkah is now a time when families and 
communities come together to celebrate their heritage and faith. It is a time for 
family gatherings, the lighting of our menorahs, and enjoying traditional foods like 
latkes and sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts). 

However, in today’s current world, the safety and security of our Jewish 
communities and our synagogues have become a matter of paramount concern. 
Jewish communities worldwide are facing challenges and threats that jeopardize 
safety. Synagogues, as places of worship and communal gatherings, are particularly 
vulnerable to acts of violence and hate crimes. I want to emphasize that in our 
local area, the Fairfax County Police Department, the Secure Community Network, 
and the FBI report that there is no current credible threat in the Washington, DC 
metro area. 

Protecting our CBE community from harm sends a powerful message that the 
Jewish community is resilient and unwavering in the face of adversity. It is a 
statement that hate, and violence will not deter us from celebrating our traditions 
and practicing our faith. Yet our synagogue security must balance safety with a 
welcoming environment.

In recent years, CBE has taken steps to enhance our synagogue security by engaging 
a variety of measures that were made possible through your generous donations 
and with the availability of a variety of grants. Some of these steps include:

1. Access Control: Implementing access control measures such as always keeping 
our doors locked, establishing controlled entry points with surveillance 
systems, the installing and subscription activation of our ASR Alerting System, 
the registering of unaffiliated guests for Shabbat and events, and restricting 
access to the synagogue by unknown individuals. Adding bollards and 
redesigning landscaping has been done to dissuade potential threats.

2. Community Involvement: Encouraging community members to be vigilant 
and report any suspicious activity can enhance security.

3. Emergency Plans: Developing and updating a comprehensive Emergency 
Action Plan (EAP), including marking exits, lockable safe rooms, “Grab and Go” 
bags in each room, and practice drills and training to prepare our staff and 
community for potential threats.

4. Security Personnel: Employing armed security personnel to be on the 
premises during certain special events and at times when we have larger 

Members are asked to RSVP to attend in person, and are REQUIRED to 
register for Zoom participation, by noon on Friday, December 1. Log into 
your CBE ShulCloud account and click on the “Constitution Update” tile.
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With Hanukkah around the corner, I know it may seem 
strange to be talking about High Holidays, but I wanted to 
take time to thank all of you who gave feedback through our 
online survey. I would also be remiss if I did not thank Carl 
Feigenbaum and Denise Moldover, our High Holiday Chairs, 
for all the hours and effort they put into every detail of our 
services, as well as our gabbaim, service leaders, Torah and 
Haftarah readers, ushers, staff, and, of course, Rabbi Warner. 
The holidays are the ultimate group effort and I am grateful 
for every individual’s contributions.

The Ritual Committee met and based on the feedback from 
all of you will be making the following recommendations for 
next year’s High Holiday services:
• Babysitting will continue. We’ll send out an email to 

BEECC and religious school families to better assess when 
we’ll offer babysitting and how many children will need it.

• Children’s service times – We’ll better sync children’s 
service times with the times of the service in the main 
sanctuary. Our teen talk will have a new time as well.

• Teen participation – We will continue our teen 
participation in our mincha service for Yom Kippur.

• Honors – Despite extensive outreach, we had a difficult 
time filling all of the honors. Next year we’ll reduce the 
number of honors given, specifically those during the last 
hour of each service. (If you would like to have an honor, 
we will be more than happy to accommodate you!)

• Meditation/Break rooms – Our meditation room and 
break rooms will continue next year.

• Yizkor – We received lots of positive feedback about 
the expanded Yizkor service. Yizkor will continue at the 
afternoon time with an updated Yizkor booklet that is 
available online as well.

We hope the entire CBE community will join us at our 
community candle lighting on Wednesday, December 13th 
(see p. 2). 

Future Plans

Check your emails in the coming weeks for information on Tu 
Bishvat, Purim services and our community Pesach seder. 

See you in shul! 
Shari Hirsch/Ritual VP

Shari Hirsch, VP for Ritual (ritualvp@bethemeth.org)
RITUAL MATTERS

For more than 1,000 years, the prayer Acheinu (brothers and sisters) has been recited 
when Jews are gathered together in the presence of the Torah. Acheinu calls us to 
attention and reminds us that the Jewish people are all family. The request is a simple 
one: God, please bring home the captives so brutally taken on October 7, 2023. Just as 
our ancestors were redeemed from Egypt, may the capitves journey from darkness to 
light — right now.

ACHEINU KOL BET YISRAEL:  
A PRAYER FOR CAPTIVES

Acheinu kol beit yisrael,
Acheinu kol beit yisrael, han’tunim 
b’tzara, b’tzara uvashivyah, haomdim bein 
bayam uvein bayabasha. Hamakom 
Y’racheim, Y’racheim Aleihem v’yotziem 
mitzara lirvacha, um’afaila l’orah 
umishiabud lig’ulah, hashta ba’agala 
uvizman kariv.

Our brothers, our sisters, the entire family 
of Israel, all who are in distress or taken 
into captivity, whether on the sea or on 
dry land, may God have mercy upon them 
and bring them out from suffering to relief, 
from darkness to light, from subjugation to 
redemption, now, speedily, and soon, and 
let us say, Amen.
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Bring your little one and come experience the joy of
Shabbat at our interactive program for young children
and their grown-ups.  

We’ll sing, dance, hear stories, eat challah and so
much more!

Bring your little one and come experience the joy of
Shabbat at our interactive program for young children
and their grown-ups.  

We’ll sing, dance, hear stories, eat challah and so
much more!

Torah for TotsTorah for Tots
Join us at Congregation Beth Emeth for Join us at Congregation Beth Emeth for 

Torah for Tots is held once a month on 
Saturday morning at 11:00 am. 

Torah for Tots is held once a month on 
Saturday morning at 11:00 am. 

Mark you calendars and plan to join us!Mark you calendars and plan to join us!

We are pleased to welcome “Rabbi 
Bruce” back to CBE on December 
12th. Topic: The Modern Message of 
Hanukkah: Do we Really Have Religious 
Freedom? We will discuss what we learn 
from the Maccabees that can guide us in 
the world in which we live.

Rabbi Aft was our Interim Rabbi at Beth 
Emeth in 2021-22, and was Interim 
Rabbi for Congregation Sha’are Shalom 
in Leesburg the prior year. Previously, he 
was the spiritual leader at Adat Reyim in Springfield, VA, 
1991-2020. 

Rabbi Bruce Aft

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 7:30 PM
GUEST SPEAKER: RABBI BRUCE AFT

Please invite friends and family to join us for these highly 
respected monthly talks, now held in the evening so all can 
participate. The Zoom link is bethemeth.org/hazak-zoom. Info: 
bethemeth.org/hazak. Questions? Email hazak@bethemeth.org. 

Music has been a part of Jewish life since 
biblical times. There is truly something 
special about a congregation filled with 
voices singing praises to God and the gift of 
Shabbat. Please join us Friday, December 
15th beginning at 6:30 PM for a spiritual, 
soulful, joyous, and very musical welcome 
to Shabbat. Fun and meaningful for all ages. 
Don’t miss it!  

Thank you to the following CBE families for their generosity in 
bringing Music To Our Ears Shabbat back to CBE this year: 

Nick May

Robyn & Stan Feuerberg
Alina & Mark Goldman
Ellyn & Gary Greenspan
Ellyn & Bill Hirsch
Sharon & David Kamerling
Joanne & Paul Levine
Ita & Mark Mandel
Susan & Paul Moskowitz

Diane & Mark Novick
Jan & Hank Pohl
Steve & Jeri Pregozen
Gail & Bob Shor
Lauretta & Jeff Skigen
Gwen & Jim Sloan
Debbie & Mary Zelman

December 16
January 20

February 17
March 17
April 13
May 18
June 15

Music to Our Ears

Gadeer Kamal-Mreeh is an Israeli but 
not a Jew, an Arab but not a Muslim, a 
minority within a minority. “My mother 
tongue is Arabic, my religion is Druze, 
and I am an Israeli citizen. Good luck! I 
was the first non-Jewish anchorwoman 
to broadcast the main evening news in 
Hebrew and Arabic languages in Israel. 
I was the first Druze woman to become 
a Member of the Knesset. Today, I 
am the first non-Jewish Senior Envoy 
of the Jewish Agency of Israel to the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. I symbolize the 
diversity and complexity of Israeli society. My identity is a 
mixture of factors full of challenges and potential. My story 
is full of glass ceilings breaking. Come listen to my unique 
story and learn about the Druze people, the Arab minority, 
and Israeli society.“

Gadeer Kamal-Mreeh

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 7:30 PM
GUEST SPEAKER: GADEER KAMAL-MREEH

New Security Procedures for Services

Reminder that guests/visitors must make a reservation by Friday 
noon to come to services and related events for the following 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Weds. services at Beth Emeth. CBE 
Members and BEECC families do not require reservations, nor 
do guests arriving with them. Info and reservation form: https://
www.bethemeth.org/form/guest-reservations

ADULT EDUCATION / HAZAK
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SOCIAL ACTION & COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Rich Weisman (social-action@bethemeth.org)

Fall Activities:

• Support for First Responders – Thanks to Robin 
Schulman and Valerie Cohen for their efforts to 
provide breakfasts for 3 Tuesdays in a row to the Fair 
Oaks police department. We supplied breakfasts as 
well as some additional snacks and desserts. We’re 
also planning to provide meals to our local fire 
departments, tentatively in the spring time.

• Support for Israel Crisis Relief Fund – Thanks 
to Steve Pregozen and others for their efforts to 
provide monetary support to the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Washington for their Israel Crisis Relief 
Fund. Please see https://www.shalomdc.org/israel-at-
war-2023 for ways that the Federation is using those funds. 

• Thanksgiving Food Drive – Thanks to Jill Weisman and 
Susan Berger for helping to organize this drive in support 
of Cornerstones, a local charity umbrella organization. This 
is a wonderful way for CBE to help less fortunate families 
in our community have a full, healthy Thanksgiving dinner. 
Todah rabah to all who contributed to this worthy effort. 

Coming Up in December and January:

• Christmas Eve Dinner – Thanks to Rachel Foster, Event 
Organizer for the Social Action Committee, for her ongoing 
efforts to coordinate with CBE’s partners to provide less 
fortunate families in our community with a dinner on 
December 24th. 

Changes to Our Usual December 24/25 Hypothermia 
Prevention Efforts:

Unfortunately, this year the sponsoring organization, 
FACETS, was unable to sign up a church in the Tysons or 
Reston/Herndon areas to support our unhoused neighbors 
for these dates. FACETS has indicated that next year CBE 
will be on the initial lists of supporters so we can ensure 
we get a church to support, and free up our Christian 
friends to celebrate their holiday, as we have in the past.

Instead, we will join the Pozez JCC in supporting FACETS at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 8922 Little River Turnpike in 
Fairfax. The JCC has committed to helping with breakfast 
and lunch on December 25, with volunteers and dropped-
off items. There are slots available for the evening 
of December 25, if you are not participating in CBE’s 
“Spoonful of Sugar” movie & Chinese dinner.

Please go to https://www.bethemeth.org/dec-25-2023-
jccnv-signup and offer what you can to support their 
effort.

• St. John Neumann Hypothermia Week – Thanks to Jill 
Weisman for her efforts to organize a MLK Day dinner, 
Monday, January 15, 2024 as part of St. John Neumann’s 
Hypothermia Week.

The next SAC meeting is on Monday, December 11, at 7 PM 
and will be via Zoom; all are welcome to join in. Please contact 
me for the Zoom link.

Rich

Help for Hawaii

THE CLOSET 
The Closet of Herndon 
is a thrift shop managed 
by 20 local faith-based 
organizations. Support 

this worthy community resource by Donating 
your former treasures, SHOPPING and 
buying bargains, and VOLUNTEERING in the 
store located at 845 Station St. in downtown 
Herndon. Go to www.bethemeth.org/closet 
for more info. Next CBE volunteer dates: 
Wednesday 12/13, Monday 1/15.

Frst responders at the Fair Oaks police station appreciated the breakfast items provided by 
our Social Action Committee.

A FREE monthly support 
group for anyone who 
has recently and not-so-
recently lost a husband, 
wife, or partner. Join us for 
an open forum for frank 
discussion with a focus 
on grief, bereavement 
and continuing on after 
great loss. Facilitators: Dr. 
Rebecca Fleischer and Dr. 
Libby Robbins.

Info/RSVP (recommended, but not required):  
shari.berman@thej.org

NEXT MEETING:  
Tuesday, December 12 

5:15 - 6:30 PM

POZEZ JCCNV WIDOW/WIDOWER  
SUPPORT GROUP @ BETH EMETH 
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Shopping at the Hanukkah Boutique

SISTERHOOD NEWS
Sandy Brody and Felice Schulz,Co-Presidents (sisterhood@bethemeth.org)

Sisterhood’s Paid Up Brunch will be held Sunday, 
December 3. The brunch is open to all paid-up Sisterhood 
members (or pay at the door), RSVP by November 28 
to sisterhood@bethemeth.org. A hearty thank you in 
advance to all of the lovely volunteers who will shop and 
chop to make the day happen!

Thanks to our new gift shop maven, Alice, the Hanukkah 
Boutique was a huge success. Shoppers of all ages were 
able to find holiday gifts, gelt, and staples to meet all of 
their holiday needs. 

Calendar of Planned Events

• Tuesday, January 16 – Paint and Sip (tentative)
• Friday, January 26, 6:30 pm – Sisterhood Shabbat 

(tentative)
• Saturday, February 10 – Movie Night
• Monday, March 18 – Hamantaschen Exchange
• Sunday, April 14 – Mock Seder
• Thursday, May 16 – Spring Spritzer/Installation

We hope to see you soon!

Sandy and Felice

BOOK CLUB
Next meeting: Tuesday, December 5
Book: The Matchmaker’s Gift by Linda Loigman
For info or to be added to the email list, email  
bookclub@bethemeth.org.

KNITTING & CROCHET CLUB 
We meet on the 2nd & 
4th Sundays of the month, 
9:30-11:30 AM in the CBE Lobby. 
All skill levels encouraged. If you 
are working on a project, please 
bring it!

MARILYN ROSENBERG JUDAICA SHOP 
The Judaica Shop has a great 
selection of gifts for anyone 
on your Hanukkah list. There 
are new kippot, mezuzahs, 
menorahs, Shabbat collections, 
and much more. We have 
thoughtfully curated some items 
from Israel, too.

The Shop is open Wednesdays 4pm to 6pm and Sundays 
9am to 12 noon and by appointment. We will be closed 
December 17 – January 3 but you can shop online anytime 
and pick-up at CBE. Go to www.bethemeth.org/gift-shop-
online. You may also schedule a private appointment at 
gift-shop@bethemeth.org. 

HIKING CLUB 
We gather at local scenic areas 
and parks weather permitting, 
for easy/moderate hikes. We’re 
taking a break for winter, but 
please plan to join us when the 
weather warms up. Beginners 
and more experienced hikers 
are welcome. Info: sisterhood@
bethemeth.org.

MAH JONGG CLUB 
All levels of players welcome! 
We meet twice per month on 
Thursdays at 7 PM and rotate 
homes. Even if you’ve never 
played before, come and try the 
classic tile game and meet other 
members of Sisterhood. Contact 
us at sisterhood@bethemeth.org 
to be added to the notification list. There is also a drop-in 
game every Monday at CBE from 1:00-3:00 PM (with a 
$5.00 donation to Sisterhood). 

Order 2024 Mah Jongg Cards through Sisterhood! 

Standard size card $14.00; Large size card $15.00. Make 
checks payable to CBE Sisterhood and mail to CBE, Attn: 
Gail Levine, Mah Jongg Cards. To pay by Venmo, email 
sisterhood@bethemeth.org for the Venmo QR code. 
(No cash or credit cards for this purchase.) Cards will be 
sent directly to you from the Mah Jongg League. Orders 
must be received by January 15th. Questions? Contact 
Gail Levine at sisterhood@bethemeth.org.
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MAZAL TOV TO
Debbie & Charles Colby on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Asher Peter Colby, son of Matt Deis Colby 
and Molly Colby Deis. Asher was born November 
13th in Los Angeles. 
Gail & Bob Shor on the marriage of their daughter, 
Dr. Rachel Shor to Michael Lowry, November 18th 
in Reston. Rachel is a Clinical Research Psychologist 
with CSTS in Bethesda, and Michael is Chief 
Technologist for QBE, a government contractor.

TODAH RABAH TO
Michael Ginsburg for coordinating the discussion 
with Attorney General Jason Miyares in October, 
to Stan Feuerberg for moderating the event, and 
to Robyn Feuerberg for preparing a scrumptious 
luncheon (as she does every week).
Gwen Sloan and Ita Mandel for helping clean up 
after Shabbat luncheon and for jumping in to help on 
many other occasions.
Lori Heisler for taking charge of Religious School 
Shabbaton meals, and to everyone who helped.
Shawn Dilles for donating many hours to re-organize 
the CBE Library, and putting everything into an 
online catalog system.
Rich Weisman, Jill Weisman and Robin Schulman 
for delivering breakfast to the Fair Oaks police 
station in appreciation their extra coverage of our 
synagogue during this difficult time.
Diane Novick and Judy Brown for assisting with 
cleanup after Kiddush lunch.
Everyone who made the Hanukkah Boutique 
so successful – Ellyn Hirsch, Robyn Feuerberg, 
Sandy Brody, James Tackett, Anibal Blanco, and 
main organizer Alice Hanson for her tireless work, 
and of course all who purchased the wonderful 
merchandise to support CBE.
Jamie Paul, Jerri Pregozen, Sheri Cerny, Sandy 
Brody, and Robyn Feuerberg for the beautiful and 
tasty luncheon for Veterans Day Shabbat!
Michael Poliakoff for arranging the very interesting 
Shabbat speaker Marc Zvi Brettler.
All who attended Rally for Israel and related activities 
in support of Israel during this difficult time, and to 
Robyn Feuerberg, James Tackett, Ellyn Hirsch, and 
Susan Berger for organizing the bus and riders.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Sarah Weinstein

Samantha & Max Fleisher

REFUAH SHLAYMA TO
Rita Citrenbaum

Stephanie Freidin
Vince Sescoe

ONEG & KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS
Ted & Millie Benjamin in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Berman family in honor of Shauna Berman 
Peters’ birthday
The Berman family in honor of Layla Peters’ birthday
The Berman family in honor of Josh Peters’ birthday
The Berman family in honor of Shauna & Josh Peters’ 
wedding anniversary
Stephen & Judy Berman in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Brody family in honor of Allison’s birthday
The Brody family in honor of Melissa’s birthday
The Brody family in honor of Eric’s birthday
The Brody family in honor of Scott’s birthday
The Burnick family in honor of Sasha’s birthday
David & Valerie Cohen in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
Joanne & Tom Fleeter on the birth of their grandson 
Bennett Orchant
Zach & Miriam Greenberg in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
Perry & Debbie Immerman in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Katz family in honor of Jonathan’s birthday
The Kirshon/Goldman Family in honor of Alina’s 
birthday

The Lesch family in honor of Timothy’s birthday
The Lesch family in honor of Patrick & Pamela 
Lesch’s wedding anniversary
Paul & Joanne Levine in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
Sheri & Russ Levitan in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Mihal family in honor of Cheryl’s birthday
Allison & Jonathan Mitchell in honor of their 
wedding anniversary
The Susan & Paul Moskowitz family in honor of 
Susan’s birthday
The Susan & Paul Moskowitz family in honor of 
Jason’s birthday
The Susan & Paul Moskowitz family in honor of 
Mark’s birthday
Richard Noth in honor of his birthday
The Diane & Mark Novick family in honor of Diane’s 
birthday
Diane & Mark Novick in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
Martin & Jamie Paul in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Pohl family in honor of Shana’s birthday
The Pohl family in honor of Evan’s birthday
Jan & Hank Pohl in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
Howard Seid in honor of his birthday
Bob & Gail Shor in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Silberstein family in honor of Carol’s birthday
The Silberstein family in honor of Steve’s birthday
Steve & Paula Slavsky in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
Greg & Jodi Smith in honor or Matthew’s birthday
Diane & Lawrence Urban in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Wallace family in honor of Joshua’s birthday
Joy & Gabriel Walsh in honor of their wedding 
anniversary
The Zelman family in honor of Liz’s birthday
An Anonymous Donor

A
ROUND CBE

Wait. We just finished the High Holidays and now we are talking 
Purim Carnival?  Of course we are. 

We need to raise money, find volunteers, and secure the best 
games and activities for our youth (and adults too). If you would 
like to make a donation now, we can secure an inflatable obstacle 
course ($600), a rock wall ($600), or a jousting ring ($500) to make 
our next Purim carnival the best. Think of this as an opportunity to 
donate in 2023 for fun in 2024.   

We also need volunteers to help run the games, the prize table, 
serve food, and communicate with our vendors. If you are 
interested in underwriting a game, contributing your time or just 
making a general donation toward the carnival, please let me know 
at VPdevelopment@bethemeth.org.

Thank you, Paul

PURIM CARNIVAL PLANNING IN DECEMBER?
Paul Moskowitz, VP for Development (VPdevelopment@bethemeth.org)

Purim carnival 2023
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The 3rd & 4th grade Religious School classes have graciously invited the congregation to 
join their previously-scheduled Shabbaton dinner before services on Friday, December 8, 
the second night of Hanukkah. We’ll enjoy chicken, latkes with applesauce, roasted carrots, 
raw veggies and salad, for $18/adult (ages 18+), and no charge for those under 18. Then at 
6:30 PM, we can all kvell as the 3rd & 4th grade students help lead our Erev Shabbat service, 
followed by a festive oneg. 

The deadline to RSVP for the dinner is December 1, but you are advised to RSVP as soon as 
possible, as attendance is limited to 185 guests and we expect a sellout! 
• To RSVP: https://www.bethemeth.org/event/dec8 
• To help serve or clean up: https://www.bethemeth.org/dec8-help. 

BEECC NEWS
Renee Williams, BEECC Operations Director 

(renee@bethemeth.org)

BEECC/BEECC PA HAPPENINGS
Scott Wollek, BEECC Committee Chair 

Kids’ Havdalah and Movie Night  
Saturday, January 20th, 6:00 PM

Join the BEECC PA to wave farewell to Shabbat and 
welcome the new week. We’ll have a kid-friendly Havdalah 
service beginning at 6:00 PM, followed by a movie and 
munchies at 6:15 PM. All pre-school aged families are 
welcome. Dress: PJs if you feel like it. Stay tuned for RSVP 
information.

Want to volunteer? Contact TheBEECCPA@gmail.com.

BEECC PA Silent Auction and Bagel Brunch 
Sunday, January 28th, 9:45 AM

Looking for something to do while the kids are at 
Religious School? Come to Minyan and stay for 
breakfast! Join the BEECC PA on Sunday, January 28th 
for a bagel brunch and 
schmoozing beginning at 9:45 
AM. Silent auction to benefit 
BEECC. Be on the lookout for 
registration info.

BEECC Family Hanukkah Party 
Saturday, December 9th, 4:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Home File Magic Switch NEW Share

Position

+ Add page

Notes Page 1 / 1

Design

Collage Photo collage Christmas Birthday

Templates Styles

Untitled design - Photo Collage (Portrait) https://www.canva.com/design/DAF0uupQzm0/JAprnspyxeUBOI4V1...

1 of 1 11/20/23, 1:21 PM

Come join friends for a BEECC Family Hanukkah Party! We’ll have dreidel games to play with 
and latkes to eat, as well as candle lighting, a kid-friendly Havdalah service, and a Hanukkah 
movie. Snack and games starting at 4:30 pm, candles and Havdalah shortly after sundown at 
5:40 pm, with movies and more noshing to follow.
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CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE 
Monthly donations received in the office from August 1 – October 31, 2023

ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My loving mother, JEAN GERSHNER from Jan 
Woodhead
DR. STANLEY I. GOODHART, father of Ilene Cohen, 
from Bob and Ilene Cohen 
PEARL HENDIN, mother of Linda Harber, from Linda 
& Harlan Harber
EVELYN GRUBER KLAYTON from Janet Lindsey 
Klayton & Ronald Klayton
NATHAN S. NACKMAN, father of Barbara Waldman 
from Barbara & Jeffry Waldman
RUTH NEBELKOPF from Anita Cohen
In memory of:
BERTHA BELLOWS from Sandy & Sapat Mitrani
MARVIN BELLOWS from Sandy & Sapat Mitrani
ANJEL BENROMANO from Sandy & Sapat Mitrani
YAAKOV BENROMANO from Sandy & Sapat Mitrani
EVELYN GRUBER KLAYTON from Janet Lindsey 
Klayton & Ronald Klayton
NAFTALI MITRANI from Sandy & Sapat Mitrani
RENAN MITRANI from Sandy & Sapat Mitrani
REYNA (REJIN) MITRANI from Sandy & Sapat 
Mitrani
SAMUEL NEBELKOPF from Judy & Richard Bergman
In honor of:
The marriage of EVAN POHL, son of Jan & Hank 
Pohl, to KATHRYN ECOFF, from Glenda McConn

BEECC FAMILIES-IN-CRISIS FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
MURIEL GOLD from Lille & Robert Gold
LEO KAZHOKIN from Sophia & Semyon Kurtsman

BUILDING FUND
In honor of:
MARK KLEIN’s excellent care of me during my 
recuperation, from Sharon Doner

GENERAL FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
ALAN ABRAHAM BERLIN from Aviva & Lyle Berlin
LILY M. LEOPOLD from Estelle Guttman
DOROTHY R. SIMON from Sarah & David Raymond
ISADORE LEO SIMON from Sarah & David Raymond
In memory of:
HARRY BUTOWSKY from Gerald Gellin
Additional donations were received from: 
Stanley Bernsteen, Jenna & Stephen Boutwell, 
Sandy & Lawrence Brody, and Lauren & Andrew 
Moses

KITCHEN FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My mother, GERTRUDE PERETZ, from Myrna 
Feigenbaum 

MEGAN MIRIAM BERMAN YOUTH FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
BESSIE BERMAN, mother of Stephen Berman, from 
Judith & Stephen Berman

MARK B. BERMAN, father of Stephen Berman, from 
Judith & Stephen Berman
LOUISE LEFFERT, mother of Judy Berman from 
Judith & Stephen Berman
FRED RICHTER, grandfather of Josh Peters and 
great-grandfather of Brooke and Layla Peters from 
Shauna & Josh Peters

MILTON & SHIRLEY WEINER  
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND

In memory of:
ROSE BOORD, mother of Lawrence Boord, from 
Janet Rothman and family

PAULA COMER SLAVSKY BEECC FUND
In memory of:
JULIUS POLANSKY from Diane & James Norman
MRS. BETH SLAVSKY, mother of Stephen Slavsky, 
mother-in-law of Paula Slavsky, grandmother of 
Matt and Melissa Slavsky from Paula & Stephen 
Slavsky
In memory of:
SUSAN SARA (ROPKIN) RODILL, mother of Tobias 
Rodill from Suzanne Goldlust, Ellyn & Bill Hirsch, 
and Eleanor Kitces respectively
In honor of:
The 80th birthday of JUDY STARTZ LASS, beloved 
mother, grandmother, aunt, and friend, from 
Lauren Pachman & Kevin Reiss

PRAYER BOOK FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
EMMA UNGURYAN from Sophia & Semyon 
Kurtsman

PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
ANITA BAKER, mother of Steve Baker from Kathleen 
& Stephen Baker
My mother, VIOLETTE ESKENAZI-ASSAYAS, from 
Danielle Edgell
MIKE RIFKIN from Kathy & Steve Baker 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
ABRAHAM BARBASH from Susan Barbash & Brian 
Allen
DANIEL BURNICK from Barrie Burnick
NORMA EISINGER, mother of Howard Eisinger from 
Linda & Howard Eisinger
PHYLLIS HARBER from Linda & Harlan Harber
HARRY LOWE from Susan Barbash & Brian Allen
CLARA PRESSMAN from Eileen & Richard Rosenthal
JACK PRESSMAN from Eileen & Richard Rosenthal
LEON REIF from Martin Reif 
AUGUSTA ROSENTHAL from Eileen & Richard 
Rosenthal
PATRICIA SCHREIBER from Glenda McConn
ROBERT J. SEID from Howard Seid
ESTHER SEID from Howard Seid

In memory of:
FRANCES IMMERMAN, mother of Perry Immerman, 
from Debbie & Perry Immerman
SHOLOM IMMERMAN, father of Perry Immerman, 
from Debbie & Perry Immerman
JEANNETTE SIEGEL, mother of Debbie Immerman, 
from Debbie & Perry Immerman

RABBI STEVE & ANDREA GLAZER 
ELDERCARE ASSISTANCE FUND 

To mark the yahrzeit of:
HAIAM BITCHATCH from Eric Weinstein
ALEKSANDRA LIBERMAN from Irene & Michael 
Liberman
GAIL MIHAL from Cheryl & Jim Mihal
STEPHEN MIHAL from Cheryl, Jim & Matthew Mihal
ALBERT POLAK from Janet & David Polak
LEON REIF from Debra & Martin Reif
MARTIN ROSENZWEIG from Lisa Stern
ABA WARD from Sarita & Larry Kaplan
EDWARD WEINSTEIN from Eric Weinstein
ETHEL WEINSTEIN from Eric Weinstein

SECURITY FUND 
To mark the yahrzeit of:
RHODA RICHARDS from Cynthia & Joel Richards
Additional donations have been received from:  
Ilene & Robert Cohen, Leslie & Andrew Glaser, 
Ellen & Mark Grimley, Mark Kaplan, Janet Lindsey 
Klayton & Ronald Klayton, Ita & Mark Mandel, 
Ashley Muskett & Chas Bowling 

SISTERHOOD MEGAN’S MUSE FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
SYDNEY BLASKEY, father of Sandie Dorfman, from 
Sondra & Gerald Dorfman
MELVIN JACKSON from Karan & Steve Robinson
RITTY MARGULIES, grandmother of Josh Peters, 
great-grandmother of Brooke and Layla Peters. 
from Shauna & Josh Peters
LILA MEIZELL from Robin & Abraham Rosner

TORAH FUND
A donation was received from Janet and Ronald 
Klayton   

ZELMAN CANTORIAL FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
MARJORIE BRODER ROSENTHAL from Joanne & 
Paul Levine
In memory of:
BELLE COHEN LEVINE from Joanne & Paul Levine

MEMORIAL BOARD
In memory of:
SCOTT DAVID CRANE from Rhonda Crane
RUTH H. ROSENBERG from Irving Rosenberg

TREE OF LIFE
A leaf was dedicated in celebration of the wedding 
of Matthew Myerson and Annie Savage on 
September 3, 2016, from Barbara & Jay Myerson 

Donation form next page >
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Welcome to Sarah Weinstein, 
a Data Center Technician for 
Amazon Web Services and a 
student. Sarah grew up nearby 
in Chantilly, spent a few years in 
Manassas and Richmond, and 
currently lives in Leesburg.

“I love the gym and cooking, and 
I was a personal trainer,” said 
Sarah. “It is more of a lifestyle 

than a hobby. If I am not working or studying, you’ll find 
me in the kitchen or at the gym. If I’m not in either of 
those places, I am spending time with my family and those 
closest to me.” 

Sarah is very excited to be more involved with the Jewish 
community. Words she lives by: “Everything I do, I strive 
to do better than before. Whether it’s to study harder, eat 
better, work more efficiently, pray or love – I will seek to do 
so better than before.” 

Welcome
NEW MEMBER

These are the currently available Board-designated funds. Fund descriptions and online form are available at bethemeth.org/contributions-funds.

Date: ______ From: __________________________  $ Enclosed: ______  Fund: ______________________

o To Mark the Yahrzeit of:  o In Memory of:   o In Honor of:  o In Appreciation of:  o Speedy Recovery to:
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgement to: ________________________________________________________________    

Acts of Loving Kindness Fund
Adult Program Fund
BEECC Families-in-Crisis Fund
Building Fund
Ebstein-Magun Israel Quest Fund
Faye Gottlieb Cascio Education Fund
General Fund
Keruv Fund

Kitchen Fund
Library Fund
Marilyn Rosenberg Memorial Fund
Megan Miriam Berman Youth Fund
Milton & Shirley Weiner  
  Scholar-in-Residence Fund
Oneg/Kiddush Fund
Paula Comer Slavsky BEECC Fund

Prayer Book Fund
President’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Steve & Andrea Glazer   
  Eldercare Fund
Religious Articles Fund
Scholarship Fund
Security Fund

Sisterhood Camp Cash Fund
Sisterhood Megan’s Muse Fund
Torah for Tots Fund
Torah Fund
Zelman Cantorial Fund

To honor or memorialize your loved 
one, fill out this form and return it 
to the office. Please make checks 
payable to Congregation Beth Emeth. 
A minimum contribution of $18 is 
required for a notification to be sent. All 
contributions will be acknowledged in 
The Shofar unless you check here:  
o Anonymous donation

Make a Donation: 
#

David Benjamin Goldman, son of 
Mark Goldman and Alina Kirshon-
Goldman, will become a Bar Mitzvah on 
December 16th. His brothers, Yonatan 
(16) and Aaron (11), will also be part of 
the celebration.

David’s parasha is Miketz. “God can 
bring light and hope in the darkest of 
times,” said David. “At the beginning of 

the parasha, Joseph is saved from the prison and becomes 
the viceroy of Egypt. Joseph’s family found food and safety 
in Egypt. He reunited with his family and reconciled with 
his brothers.”

David is in 7th grade at Rachel Carson Middle School. 
He enjoys music and has played the cello for four years 
and piano for five. He also enjoys playing basketball and 
hanging out with his friends and siblings. 

For his mitzvah project, David will sell homemade challah 
and other baked goods in January and February 2024. All 
proceeds will be donated to Cornerstones in Reston to 
support housing and food for local low-income families. 
You may sign up to buy the baked items using this link: 
https://www.bethemeth.org/davids-project-2024.

BAR YY MITZVAH
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CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 
DEDCIATED TO HELPING ISRAEL

Here are a few of the most reputable organizations. Thank 
you to Andy Golkow for his research.

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND
https://my.jnf.org/gaza-emergency/Donate

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF MAGEN DAVID ADOM
https://afmda.org/donate/

FRIENDS OF THE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES
https://support.fidf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1647&mfc_
pref=T&1647.donation=form

HOSPITALS IN ISRAEL:
Barzilai Hospital: https://www.bmc.gov.il/?CategoryID=511
Hadassah Hospital: https://hadassah.gospringboard.com/
secure/israelatwar
Saroka Medical Center: https://www.soroka.org/

UNITED HATZALAH
https://israelrescue.org/donate/

JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON:
https://www.shalomdc.org/israel-at-war-2023/
or mail a check payable to The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Washington to 6101 Executive Blvd,
Suite 100, North Bethesda, Maryland 20852. Indicate 
“Israel Crisis Fund” on all checks. Todah rabah.

Cover photo: Top – Some of Beth Emeth’s participants in the Rally 
for Israel on the National Mall, Nov. 14, 2023; Left - Justice Thomas 
P. Mann, the first Jewish Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia, 
speaking at Beth Emeth, Nov. 19, 2023.

HANUKKAH/SECURITY (Cont’d from p. 3)

numbers of members in the building. This represents the 
greatest percentage of our current security expenditures. 

5. Community Security Professional Involvement: CBE is 
working with our private security company, local law 
enforcement, the Secure Community Network, the 
Jewish Federation, and the FBI to ensure a visible and 
trained presence during services and events. The above 
sources report that there is no credible threat reported at 
this time. 

CBE will continue to make improvements to our synagogue 
and surrounding grounds to further augment our protection. 
The Security Task Force will continue to apply for grants as 
the opportunity presents and seek additional donations 
to support security enhancing upgrades to our facility to 
ensure our safety and security. In a world where the safety 
and security of our Jewish community is of paramount 
importance, it is crucial to ensure that the traditions and 
values of Hanukkah are preserved. By taking proactive steps 
to protect our community and place of worship, we can 
continue to celebrate our heritage, spread light, and send 
a powerful message we will not be deterred by hate or 
violence. Our synagogue security measures are a means of 
safeguarding not only our physical place of worship but also 
the spirit of Hanukkah itself.

Ellyn

Vigil for Israel, October 11, 2023

CBE’S BIKE CLUB –  
ALL ARE WELCOME!

We ride on Sundays at 9:30 AM when Religious School is 
in session. Meet in the CBE parking lot. Sponsored by the 
Beth Emeth Men’s Club. 
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Hosted by Gesher Jewish Day School
Thursday, December 7, 5:00 - 7:00 PM

at the Village at Leesburg
1602 Village Market Blvd, Leesburg, VA 20175
RSVP: https://forms.gle/14Khqs34ch9XnGqN6

COMMUNITY EVENTS

After funding is cut for the school musical, a high 
school teacher resolves to earn it back by cheating 
at an underground card game run by the Hasidic 
Jewish community.

The only screening in the DMV area is Sunday, 
December 10, 7:00 PM at the Cinema Arts 
Theatre, 9650 Main Street, Fairfax, VA. Ticket 
price: $20.00. For tickets, go to https://www.
yanivfilm.com/events. 10% of all proceeds will be 
donated to the Fund for Victims of Terror through 
the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Above: Religious 
School’s Torah 
scavenger hunt. 
Right: CBE’s 
Blessing of the 
pets.

PLAN AHEAD FOR NEW ADULT 
EDUCATION “SEMESTER”

TWO OPPORTUNITIES STARTING IN 
JANUARY

 
The Prophets – From Joshua to 2nd Kings 
Monthly on Wednesdays, starting in January

Focus will be on history of the people Israel from the 15th to 
the 6th century BCE.
 
Talmud in Translation – New Series 
Two Wednesdays/month starting in January

We’ll study Tractate Sanhedrin; topics include courts, the 
death penalty, the rebellious child, and who has a part in
the world to come. There are no prerequisites; new 
participants welcome!
 
Details & registration coming soon: watch your email, or 
contact office@bethemeth.org.
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NATIONAL 
FUNERAL HOME • MEMORIAL PARK 

> KING DAVID MEMORIAL GARDENS < 

FALLS CHURCH

NationalFH-MP.com

The cost of living keeps going up.

The cost of your funeral doesn’t have to.

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now 
and your cost will be locked in.

Proudly serving the Jewish faith in Falls Church since 1933.  
Call 703-560-4400 to speak with an associate today.
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Licensed Agents: Dinta Patel, Lea Wiggins, Barbara Waldman*,  
Jon Katz*, Kimberly Hartsoe, Laura O’Connor, Craig DuBois

Your Trusted Source for Insurance



Congregation Beth Emeth
12523 Lawyers Road
Herndon, VA 20171

Rabbi: Warner Ferratier 
President: Ellyn Hirsch
Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism
703.860.4515 x101
www.bethemeth.org (email info@bethemeth.org)

CBE

Plan now to join us for the 

Religious School Hanukkah Party!
Sunday, December 10, 12-2 pm

DECEMBER 2023 

Pub Trivia Night/Community Candle- 
Lighting/Family Movie & Chinese Dinner  2
Hanukkah & Synagogue Security/Special 
Congregational Meeting 3
Ritual Matters/A Prayer for Captives  4
Music to Our Ears/Torah for Tots/Hazak 5
Social Action/The Closet/JCCNV 
Widow-Widower Support Group 6
Sisterhood/Judaica Shop/Clubs/2024 Mah 
Jongg Card Orders  7
Around CBE/Purim Carnival Planning 8
Congregational Shabbat Hanukkah Dinner/ 
BEECC/BEECC Hanukkah Party/BEECC PA 9
Contributions from Thoughtful People 10
Bar Mitvzah/Welcome New Member/Youth 
Hanukkah Pizza Party/Donation Form  11
Help for Israel/Night of Lights/Bike Club 12
Community Events/Adult Ed 13

Join your religious school friends for Spin, Pop, Boom! 
an interactive science show to kick off Hanukkah 
and winter break. There will be food, activities, and 
back by popular demand, CBE’s second annual pickle 
tasting! Watch your email for details and RSVP.

Show your religious school teachers and madrichim how much you 
appreciate them! Teacher cards are available for purchase through 
December 10. Go to https://www.bethemeth.org/form/rs-hanukkah-card-
fundraiser-2023 to purchase and pick up your cards in the lobby during 
religious school pick-up. Proceeds go toward gifts for teachers and staff.


