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FROM THE RABBI:

A HERITAGE TO BE CELEBRATED
I once had the parent of one my religious school students ask whether it was 
ok for them to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Just as with Halloween, St. Patrick’s 
Day, and Mardi Gras, these religious observances have crept out of churches, 
and shed much of their religious meaning (at least in the awareness of most 
Americans). While the truth is that I’m not particularly comfortable with Jews 
celebrating these things, it’s a battle that I’m not very interested in fighting, let 
alone trying to win. 

The real question shouldn’t be “Is it OK to celebrate Halloween, St. Valentine’s 
Day, St. Patrick’s Day, or Mardi Gras?” The real question should be “What are 
you doing to celebrate Simchat Torah, Purim, Lag B’Omer, and Tu B’Av?” 

In other words, what bothers me is not so much that Jews participate into the 
overwhelmingly commercialized observances, it’s that Jews put more time, 
effort, and money into celebrating others’ holidays than into our own. While 
most Jews who went through religious school are probably at least vaguely 
familiar with Simchat Torah and Purim, there’s a pretty good chance that most 
people reading this aren’t even aware of Lag B’Omer and Tu b’Av. It’s a real 
shame, because both of these days have as much potential for fun as Simchat 
Torah and Purim. Lag B’Omer is a day for bonfires, picnics, and archery contests, 
and Tu b’Av is similar to, but older than, Valentine’s Day, and has a history that is 
much less dark.

There are real consequences when we choose not to participate in these Jewish 
celebrations, especially for our children. When we allow kids to wear costumes 
and go trick-or-treating, exchange valentines, throw beads, or wear green, but 
don’t also have them get dressed up, shake groggers, and eat Hamantaschen on 
Purim, or when we don’t give them the opportunity to dance, wave flags, and 
eat too much chocolate on Simchat Torah, we’ve just implicitly taught them that 
the non-Jewish holidays are more important, and that the non-Jewish holidays 
are always more fun. How can we expect our children to value Judaism if we 
encourage them to celebrate other holidays while not celebrating our own? 
How can we expect our kids to take any pleasure in being Jewish if we don’t 
make them celebrate the fun holidays along with the serious ones? 

Cont’d on p. 4 >>

Adult Education: Talmud for the Intimidated – 
weekly, starting Thursday, Feb. 2, 7:00 PM
Musical Shabbat with Shy Ashkenazi – Friday, 
Feb. 3, 6:30 PM (CBE/online) 
Sisterhood Shabbat – Friday, Feb. 10, 6:30 PM 
(CBE/online)
Super Bowl Shabbat – Sat., Feb. 11, 9:00 AM 
(CBE/online)
World Wide Wrap – Sun., Feb. 12:  
   9:00 AM - WWW with 6th & 7th graders (all  
   are welcome).  
   10:00 AM - WWW Minyan (special time)   
   11:00 AM- Brunch to celebrate our learning
Hazak/Adult Ed: “A Psychological Look at 
Biblical Characters” with Rabbi Bruce Aft – 
Tues., Feb. 14, 8:00 PM (CBE/online) 
Israel Government Structure and Recent 
Elections with Dean Bagdadi – Tues., Feb. 21, 
1:00 PM
Adult Ed: “There’s a Psalm for That” with Rabbi 
Warner – Wed., Feb. 22, 7:00 PM (CBE/online)
Music to Our Ears Shabbat with Nick May – 
Friday, Feb. 24, 6:30 PM (CBE/online) 
Shabbat Honoring CBE’s Board of Directors – 
Sat., Feb. 25, 9:00 AM (CBE/online) 
Minyan & Munch with Oren Liebermann – 
Sun., Feb. 26, 10:00 AM (CBE/online)
Purim Carnival – Sun., March 5, 11:00 AM - 
2:00 PM (see inside)
Erev Purim – Mon., March 6, Megillah readings 
and Purim shpiels, with dinner for all in 
between (see inside and watch for details)
Men’s Club Shabbat – Sat., March 11, 9:00 AM 
(CBE/online) 
Rabbi Warner Installation Weekend: 
  March 24 – Shabbat dinner/musical service 
  March 25 – Shabbat service with guest  
   Cantor Steven Stoehr/Kiddush Lunch; 
   Havdalah and musical program (evening) 
  March 26 – Minyan
Communal 2nd Seder at CBE – Thurs., April 6. 
See inside - More info to follow.

Two Musical Services in Feb.!
Friday, February 3, 6:30 PM we welcome 
guest musician Shy Ashkenazi, former shaliach 
(emissary) to the JCCNV, and Friday, February 
24, 6:30 PM is Music to Our Ears led by our own 
Nick May. Don’t miss them!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Ellyn Hirsch (president@bethemeth.org)

The past few years have brought significant changes, disruptions, 
financial challenges, and uncertainty to CBE, with many 
happenings outside our control. We have had substantial senior 
staff changes as well as significant losses in membership, each 
resulting in real challenges for us at CBE. How many of us have 
felt that discomfort, had to pivot, and had to find new ways to 
operate outside our comfort zone? The CBE Board of Directors 
and the staff have certainly experienced these disruptions and 
emotional upheavals but have learned to adapt to needed 
changes and embrace new challenges and uncertainty. We have 
no choice but to treat these challenges as new opportunities. 

As a congregation, we need to continue to embrace change and 
to shore up our financial position and provide stability. This will 
require discipline, changes in spending habits, and efforts to 
increase membership and enrollment in Religious School and 
BEECC. Equally important, we must generously open our hearts, 
minds, and spirit to donate more to cover operational expenses 
and underwrite significant portions of programming. Food 
services, engagement programs, and youth programs tend to 
have deficits and require additional financial backing. Our budget 
does not cover the costs of all our programs and Annual Appeal 
efforts have come up short this year. 

Every gift of every size is important to our ability to come 
through this year as close to the budget as possible. For those of 
you who have already contributed, I thank you for your support 
of CBE and I am asking you to consider making an additional 
commitment. For those of you who have not contributed, this 
is a great time to start your own tradition of giving to CBE. This 
meshes nicely with Rabbi Warner’s High Holiday Homework and 
his call to action. 

Consider supporting CBE if you have not already. Consider 
increasing your donations this year. Encourage fellow 
congregants to do the same. Dig deep into your pockets to make 
an additional contribution toward Annual Appeal, the General 
Fund, or sponsor one of your favorite activities at CBE. 

Increase Shalach Manot donations to include congregants 
you do not know or even send it to the entire congregation. A 
synagogue hug goes a long way toward making people feel as 
though they belong. Love hearing our speakers, sponsor the 
breakfast. Love Music to our Ears, sponsor the kiddush following 
services. There are so many ways to help bridge the gap between 
income and spending. 

Recruit your friends to join CBE and get involved. While we have 
welcomed 16 new member families this fiscal year, and we 
have continuing inquiries, our membership count stands at 292 
families versus the budgeted number of 300. 

BEECC enrollment is down, with 28 students rather than the 
budgeted 50 students. Talk up BEECC to your neighbors and 
friends. Its quality programming, and the before and after care 
allowing coverage for working families is from 8 am to 6 pm 
Monday-Thursday and 8 am to 5 pm on Friday. Our new BEECC 
director, Jocelyn Dorfman, is expanding the core hours in the 
classroom to 9:15 am - 3:30 pm for next year and adding creative 
changes to the BEECC programming. 

 Is Security on your mind, it’s heavily on my mind?  I know we 
added a security fee, but that does not cover all our security 
costs, which are projected to be about $45K.  For $160, you can 
sponsor a security guard on Friday evenings during Services.  For 
$200, you can sponsor a security guard for Saturday morning 
Services and for $250, you may sponsor the security guard on 
Sundays to cover Religious School and Chai School. Consider a 
one-time sponsorship or a monthly sponsorship.  Thank you for 
those that have already donated; these thoughtful contributions 
chip away at the deficit, one expense at a time. 

Concerned about helping to maintain our beautiful building and 
grounds, consider funding a dedicatory item. The program will be 
rolling out during the coming months. Look for the information 
and beautiful booklet. Consider honoring your family, a simcha, 
or commemorating a loved one who has passed. 

We have an amazing, invigorated community with many virtues; 
CBE is a very special place. To sustain, we need your engagement, 
both your personal and financial commitment. Courage requires 
those in a leadership role to step up when it seems too hard 
for others. Each and every one of us is a leader at CBE in our 
own way. As leaders, many things that make it to your desk are 
complex or have many ways that they may be accomplished. 
Making brave decisions requires courage. Courage is also 
required when you are the one that needs to bring conviction and 
enthusiasm to the table. Courage doesn’t mean being frightened. 
Courage is about having the moral strength to venture, persevere, 
withstand difficulty, and show up anyway. We need you now – 
your engagement and financial commitment matters!

Ellyn

JOIN CBE FRIENDS FOR 2ND SEDER –  
THURSDAY, APRIL 6! 

Planning ahead for Passover? We will be holding a 2nd seder at 
Beth Emeth on Thursday, April 6. Perfect for those who can’t travel 
mid-week, don’t have local family, or just want a hassle-free seder 

with Beth Emeth friends, old & new, young & less-young. Stay 
tuned for more information.
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Celebrate Erev Purim, March 6  
with Mordechai & Esther!

There’s something for everyone on Erev Purim; watch your mail and email for more details!
• 5:30 PM, Children’s/Family Fun Megillah-Reading/Shpiel
• 6:30 PM, Multi generational Dinner – whether you’ve just enjoyed the family event or are arriving for 

the adult doings, join us for dinner together.
• 7:30 PM, Adult Megillah-reading, followed by a Purim Costume Party! Get creative with your 

costume, and enjoy music, dancing, alcoholic beverages and refreshments.

Congregation Beth Emeth’s World-Famous

Purim Palooza

                      Fun Activities for All Ages
• Carnival games, inflatables, crafts & more for kids of all ages - with PRIZES!
• Delicious lunch with HAMENTASCHEN
• COSTUME parade & contest
• Raffle!
• Vashti’s Shuk: “lots” of great deals in the gift shop
• Tzedakah opportunity
• Shalach Manot pickup
• Guests welcome -- Bring your friends!

The ALL-YOU-CAN-PLAY BRACELET
Early-Bird (by Feb. 26): $20/Bracelet, $10/age 2-5 Bracelet  

**LUNCH INCLUDED**
After Feb. 26: $25/bracelet, $15/Age 2-5 Bracelet

Family maximum: Pay for your oldest 3 children; more are free!
Food also available for sale at carnival.

Questions? office@bethemeth.org or 703.860.4515x101

Sponsorships 
Available!

Queen Esther’s Courage $500
Mordechai the Mesch $360

Ahasuerus’ “Aha” Moment $180
Hamentaschen Heaven $100

Details and online pre-orders  
http://bethemeth.org/ 

purim

Indoor/Outdoor, Sunday, March 5, 2023, 
11:30 AM-2:00 PM

(Opens at 11:00 AM for Preschool, Kindergarten & 1st Grade & families)
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SISTERHOOD NEWS
Sisterhood Clubs are under way, with Knitting and 
Crocheting, Mah Jongg, Hiking, and Book Club. 
Thank you to Sue Reilly for hosting the January Book 
Club. I haven’t laughed that much in a long time!

Please join us for Sisterhood Shabbat (Friday, February 10) 
– always a lovely event, with the ladies taking the lead on 
prayers, songs, and readings. Thank you to Gwen Sloan for 
leading the service that night. 

Calendar of Planned Events:

• February 7 – Sisterhood Book Club
• February 10 – Sisterhood Shabbat
• February 12 – Sisterhood Knitting & Crochet Club
• February 18 – Half Sleep-Over
• February 26 – Treasures in the Attic
• March 5 – Purim Carnival
• April 16 – Let’s Bake Bread
• May 21 – Inova Blood Drive

Hope to see you soon,  Sandy

MAZAL TOV TO 
Robin & David Cohen on Dahlia becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah. 
Kathleen & Alex Stillman on Moriah becoming a Bat Mitzvah. 
Leslie & Andy Glaser on Zack becoming a Bar Mitzvah. 
Judy Brown on the birth of her granddaughter Isabella Marie 
Brown, born January 4th to Ariel & Katie Brown. Isabella’s big 
brother Josh and their grandparents are thrilled! 
Joanne & Paul Levine on the birth of their grandson Logan Axl 
Schaffer, born January 19th to Sharon & Andrew Schaffer. Logan’s 
big sister Scarlett and the whole family are delighted!  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Wendy & Joseph Rosner 

CONDOLENCES TO
Pam Rubin on the death of her mother Doris Brown, mother-in-
law of Keith Rubin and grandmother of Jenny and Daniel Rubin.
Sally Levinson on the death of her mother, Dorothy Cohn Luber, 
grandmother of Al and Noah Levinson.
David Kamerling on the death of his brother Josef Kamerling, 
brother-in-law of Sharon Kamerling.

A
ROUND CBE

HERITAGE (Cont’d from p. 1)

What is true for our children is also true for adults. When 
we only allow ourselves to acknowledge the religiously 
weighty holidays, and don’t allow ourselves to experience 
the joyful ones, we also begin to think of Judaism as a 
burden to be endured rather than a heritage to celebrated. 
If we are to remain a healthy community, we need to come 
together in celebration. When we point with pride to the 
tenacity with which our ancestors held on to Judaism for 
thousands of years, we can’t lose sight of the fact that it was 
these joyful celebrations which helped them to hang on. 
We do no honor to their memories if we refuse to seize the 
opportunities for joy that their sacrifices have provided us. 

So here is my real answer to the parent who asked 
me about Valentine’s Day: if you want to let your child 
exchange cards, eat chocolate, or go on a date, go ahead. 
But I expect to see your child (and you) in costume a few 
weeks later, eating hamantaschen as we read the Megillah 
on Erev Purim, Monday evening, March 6, and having fun 
at the Purim Carnival the day before on Sunday, March 5.  

 Rabbi Warner

REMINDER: IT’S SHALACH MANOT TIME!
At CBE, fulfilling the mitzvah of Shalach Manot (mishloach 
manot, gifts of food to friends) has evolved into an annual 
fundraising event as well. Thanks to you, Shalach Manot was 
a huge success in past years supporting CBE’s fundraising 
goals. In the past week, members should have received 
a “snail mail” letter with information and easy ordering 
instructions and an email with the same. Place orders 
through February 19th.
 
Each gift includes a special bag filled with goodies, 
and a list of members who contributed toward 
your gift. Participants submit a list of the names 
you wish to send to, along with the fee for 
each name. (All the details are in the mailing.) 
This is an easy way to fulfill the mitzvah of 
Shalach Manot without having to buy, wrap and deliver gifts 
personally. Please contact me at fundraising@bethemeth.
org if you have not received the information or if you have 
any questions.

       Rachael Fineberg, Fundraising Chair

Mitzvah Mavens: Beth Emeth 
members supported the 
unhoused on Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day by bringing and 
preparing dinner at St. John 
Neumann Catholic Church. 
Thank you to everyone who 
helped make this event happen.



FE BR UARY 2023  |   5

Thank you to Rachel Foster for her leadership and the more than 20 congregants who 
volunteered their time and energy to help make a successful December 25th dinner 
at Christ Lutheran Church in Fairfax (see photo on cover and at right). Our congregants 
provided a roast chicken dinner for about 70 unhoused individuals at the church as 
part of their efforts to host an overflow hypothermia prevention shelter. Thanks also 
to Rabbi Warner for providing blessings before the meal. 

Thank you also goes to Jill Weisman and the congregants who provided a dinner on 
MLK, Jr. Day at St. John Neumann church in Reston as part of their Hypothermia Week. 
CBE has been providing dinner as well as additional food and supplies at this location 
for many years and it is always very well-received. Kudos also to Gail Greenberg for 
organizing the evening entertainment throughout the week. 

Planning is underway for the Social Action Committee to conduct a tzedakah project 
at the CBE Purim Carnival (March 5), including helping to provide critical cleaning 
supplies and personal care products for a local community resource center. Look for 
more information soon about how you can become involved.  

It was in February of 2022 when Rabbi Warner first came to CBE 
for his interview weekend. What some do not realize is that as 
much as we were interviewing him, he too was interviewing us. 
Aren’t we fortunate that we all did so well during that interview!

Rabbi Warner has now been with us at CBE for 7 months. He has 
embraced our congregation and its members. He has brought 
new ruach and spirituality to our Kabbalat Shabbat and Shabbat 
morning services. He has inspired us to be kinder. He challenged 
us during High Holidays to reach out to meet new people, renew 
old friendships and involve ourselves within our community. 
He is working to help us understand how we can become 
more involved within the walls of CBE and how to embrace our 
Judaism both in the building and in our homes. 

I would often hear my parents referring to someone as “a real 
mensch.” I have been visiting and working with Rabbi Warner for 
these past 7 months and I can say without any hesitation – he’s a 
real mensch. 

So now it’s time to officially welcome Rabbi Warner as he will 
be officially installed as our Rabbi at CBE during the weekend 
of March 24-26, 2023. Several of Rabbi Warner’s past mentors 
will join us that weekend along with his family and Rabbi Steve 
(Glazer) as we spend a Shabbat Weekend celebrating our 
bringing Rabbi Warner to CBE and his wanting to make CBE his 
new home. 

SHABBAT DINNER – We will begin the weekend with a beautiful 
Shabbat dinner on Friday, March 24th. We will be sending you 
more information and a reservation form in the next month. 
Seating will be limited so please make your family’s reservation 
sooner rather than later. We are thrilled that Nick May will join 
Rabbi Warner at the pulpit that night for a spirited Friday night 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

SHABBAT MORNING will be filled with music and prayer. We 
will be welcoming Cantor Steven Stoehr to our sanctuary to 

lead us in morning prayer. Cantor Stoehr is the senior cantor at 
Congregation Beth Shalom in Northbrook, IL (the congregation 
that Rabbi Warner came to us from). The installation service will 
take place during our Shabbat morning prayer.

We will be treated to a wonderful KIDDUSH LUNCH where we 
can schmooze and get to know all of the special guests who will 
be with us that weekend. We will keep our building open the 
entire day for folks to come, join, and spend Shabbat together in 
a very meaningful way.

HAVDALAH AND MINYAN – Saturday evening, we will join 
together starting with Havdalah and then enjoy a musical 
program and tasty treats. On Sunday morning, we hope many 
will join us for minyan. 

In order to do things up “right”, we are looking for some 
individuals and families to become SPONSORS of the events 
over the weekend (especially the Kiddush luncheon on Shabbat 
morning). We have created several categories of sponsorship 
for you to choose from and we are hoping you will find a 
category that is comfortable for you and your family and give 
from your heart:

Genesis  $54.00 +
Exodus  $90.00 +
Leviticus  $180.00 +
Numbers  $360.00 +
Deuteronomy  $500.00 +

The congregation would like to make the weekend of March 
24, 25, 26 very special for Rabbi Warner and for all of us at CBE. 
Please email Robyn Feuerberg at adminvp@bethemeth.org 
with any questions and/or to commit to a level of sponsorship. 
We will be honoring our sponsors in a special commemorative 
booklet for the weekend.

MARCH 24-26: RABBI WARNER INSTALLATION WEEKEND
Robyn Feuerberg, Administrative VP (adminvp@bethemeth.org)

SOCIAL ACTION
Rich Weisman and Joy Walsh, Co-Chairs

ADDRESSING HYPOTHERMIA IN OUR COMMUNITY

Congregants preparing dinner on December 25th
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During the Hebrew month of Shevat, we will celebrate Tu 
B'shvat (February 6), the "birthday of the trees" and the 
beginning of spring in Israel. Trees and the environment play 
an important role in our everyday lives and are a pivotal part of 
Judaism. For Tu B’shvat this year, our Religious School classes 
will be exploring how Judaism gives us a special opportunity to 
appreciate their presence. While a minor 
holiday, it provides lots of hands-on ways 
to connect to Judaism. Our students will 
have the opportunity to eat fruits from 
trees and examine the significance Judaism 
has for these fruits – so much that there 
is a special bracha (blessing) expressing 
our gratitude for fruits from trees. I hope this holiday will 
inspire our students to have greater appreciation for plants and 
nature. Some of the classes will grow parsley ("little trees") that 
will be ready to be harvested for Passover seders. Witnessing 
the process of planting and observing a plant grow from a tiny 
seed into a full-grown plant is a wondrous experience that I 
hope our students will experience. Our older students will have 
Tu B'shvat seders that connect learners to the changing of the 
seasons and appreciate all the things that trees have to offer us 
as food.
 
Stay tuned for a special Purim presentation during Religious 
School on Sunday, March 5th, immediately before the Purim 
Carnival. Parents are invited to join us. 

SCHOOL NEWS
Luisa Moss, Interim RS Director (luisa@bethemeth.org)

Ben Cole, son of Robin and Jason Cole, will 
become a Bar Mitzvah on February 18th. His 
older brother Sam will also be a part of the 
celebration. Ben’s Torah portion is Mishpatim 
(laws). Parshat Mishpatim is filled with laws 
and principles relevant to all aspects of life. 
These laws outline how we should treat 
one another with respect and fairness, and 

they provide guidance on how to resolve disputes and conflicts 
peacefully. Ben is in 7th grade at Franklin Middle School. He 
enjoys Tech Theater, playing percussion in the Franklin band, and 
Minecraft.

BAR YY MITZVAH

1st-5th Graders
Two, 2-Week  

Sessions in July

CBE Camp S.T.A.R.s

 Registration & Questions: zachm@bethemeth.org

 Sports, Technology, Arts & Recreation Infused with JEWISH VALUES

$100 off if you register 
for both sessions

 in Herndon, VA

A Reggio-inspired, play-full preschool that 
welcomes children and families of all faiths 
and background into our loving, joyfully Jewish 
community in Northern Virginia.  

Learn More About BEECC!
• We believe our children are capable citizens of their classrooms, school, and the world. Our Jewish

values form the roots of who we are as learners, educators, and citizens of our community. 

• Students contribute to their environment and curriculum; their rights are recognized, honored, and
prioritized.

• Through daily play, young children are able to enrich key areas of development, including social-
emotional learning, cognitive skills, and communication skills. 

• Our teachers are co-researchers with their students as they experiment, explore, and engage with the
world around them.

Core Hours: 9:00am - 3:30pm 
Class rosters are set based on students’ ages to ensure 
developmentally-appropriate materials, experiences, and curriculum. 
Each class will have daily time spent outside in addition to music,  
art, gathering time, and stories into their daily routines.

Early & After Care: 8am-9am and 3:30pm - 6pm 
Staffed by BEECC educators, these add-ons extend your child’s day at BEECC.

Connect, 

Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center 
bethemeth.org/beecc-preschool | beeccinfo@bethemeth.org | 703-860-4515 x114

Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center 
bethemeth.org/beecc-preschool

beeccinfo@bethemeth.org | 703-860-4515 x114

Enjoy treats that TASTE good and 
DO good too! Goodies are kosher, 
pareve, nut free; GF options are 
available. Your orders support 
individuals with developmental 
and cognitive disabilities trained at Sunflower. 

Place orders by noon Monday, February 27th 
for pickup at CBE March 2 (10-5), March 3 
(10-2) and at the Purim Carnival on March 5.

www.sunflowerbakery.org/shop/purim

CELEBRATE PURIM WITH
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JCCNV Widow/Widower Support Group 
at Beth Emeth

Taught by Rabbi Warner, this class will 
cover parts of Tractate Megillah, including 
rules about Purim, Torah reading, 
synagogue life and other issues relevant 
to modern day life. No previous Talmud 
knowledge is required. The class will be 
held weekly with some exceptions for 
holidays and Rabbi Warner’s other commitments, ending in 
late May for a total of 10-12 sessions. 
 
Please register for the series at www.bethemeth.org/form/
talmud. Suggested donation to the Library Fund is $120 for 
CBE members, and $150 for non-members (other amounts 
also appreciated). Your donations will fund a complete copy 
of the Talmud for our library. While the class will be accessible 
on Zoom, in-person participation is strongly preferred if you 
are able. Materials: PDFs of needed pages will be supplied, 
however if desired you may order the volume we will be using 
for $9.95. The link is on the registration form. Your registration 
also includes a “Gemara Card,” a 4-page laminated guide to 
abbreviations and references helpful in studying Talmud.

WHO’S READY FOR THE SUPER BOWL? 
Religious School invites the entire CBE community to join 
us for a family-friendly Super Bowl Pool Fundraiser. Your 
participation will help the Education Fund with purchases 
of technology, transportation for field trips and special 
events for our students and families – all while watching 
the Big Game! It’s easy! Just go to http://bethemeth.
org/super-bowl for all the details and to reserve your 
square(s) on the grid. Deadline is Saturday, February 11 
at midnight, but why wait?

ADULT EDUCATION:  
TALMUD FOR THE INTIMIDATED

Sign Up Now for Thursday 7:00-8:00 PM Class,  
Starting February 2

Info/RSVP (recommended, but not required): shari.berman@thej.org

A FREE monthly support group for anyone who has 
recently and not-so-recently lost a husband, wife, or 

partner. Join us for an open forum for frank discussion 
with a focus on grief, bereavement and continuing on 
after great loss. Facilitators: Dr. Rebecca Fleischer and  

Dr. Libby Robbins.

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, February 21, 

5:15 - 6:30 PM
in-person at Beth Emeth

WORLD WIDE WRAP
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12

OPEN TO THE CONGREGATION!
Learn (or Teach) How to Wrap Tefillin. Can you help mentor 
first-time wrappers? Do you have tefillin that you can bring, 
loan, or donate? Contact mensclub@bethemeth.org.

• 9:00 AM: World Wide Wrap with 6th & 7th Graders
• 10:00 AM: Special WWW Minyan for All (special time)
• 11:00 AM: Brunch to celebrate our learning

Details and RSVP at www.bethemeth.org/event/wrap

FOOD SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED – PLEASE!

Remember last year when over 50 congregants came together to help 
after the remodel of the Beth Emeth kitchen??? It was an amazing 
opportunity to work for the good of our “BETH EMETH FAMILY.”

Now that programing is back in full swing, there are SO many volunteer 
opportunities for you and your family members:

• The Sisterhood needs volunteers to bake before Sisterhood 
Shabbat on February 10. 

• Minyan & Munch needs volunteers to help prepare food when 
Oren Liebermann comes to speak February 26.

• The Purim Carnival needs volunteers to help prepare and/or serve 
food, as well as for Men’s Club Shabbat on March 11.

• The entire weekend of March 24-26 offers myriad ways to be 
involved in Rabbi Warner’s Installation weekend.

Please join together with our community for these upcoming events and 
many more in friendship and fellowship. Many hands working together 
makes easy work for all. We cannot do it alone – we need YOU!

During the High Holidays, Rabbi Warner challenged each of us to get 
involved in even more activities this year, so let’s keep our pledge to 
him and support CBE in every way you are able. Please contact Robyn 
(adminvp@bethemeth.org) or Ellen (ellen@bethemeth.org). Thank you! 

Jamie and Sheri, Food Service Co-Chairs
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Congregation Beth Emeth
12523 Lawyers Road
Herndon, VA 20171
Rabbi: Warner Ferratier 
President: Ellyn Hirsch
Affiliated with the United Synagogue  
of Conservative Judaism
703.860.4515 x101
www.bethemeth.org (email info@bethemeth.org)

CBE

“A PSYCHOLOGICAL LOOK AT BIBLICAL 
CHARACTERS”

SPEAKER: RABBI BRUCE AFT  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 8:00 PM (SPECIAL TIME)  

– REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS –

Have a college student? Sign up for them to 
receive a care package from their CBE family: 
www.bethemeth.org/form/College-care-package

Marilyn Rosenberg Sisterhood Judaica Shop: 
25% off all regularly priced jewelry in February. 
Shopping our online shop? gift-shop@
bethemeth.org for the discount. 

2nd Mondays are back! Fun, friends, crafts, gaga 
and more for Grades K-6. Next: February 13th, 
4:30-6:30 PM. Contact zachm@bethemeth.org.

Rabbi Bruce D. Aft was Interim Rabbi at 
Beth Emeth in 2021-22, and was Interim 
Rabbi for Congregation Sha’are Shalom in 
Leesburg, VA the prior year. Previously, Rabbi 
Aft was the spiritual leader at Adat Reyim in 
Springfield from 1991 until June, 2020. Now 
in retirement, Rabbi Aft is a visiting scholar at 
George Mason University in the Jimmy and 
Rosalynn Carter School for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution, among other pursuits. Please join us in person or 
online for this interesting presentation.

Oren Liebermann is a CNN Pentagon 
correspondent based in Washington DC. A 
journalist with a wealth of experience, he 
covers the Department of Defense and issues 
related to national security. Liebermann joined 
the network in 2015 and spent the next six 
years as CNN’s Jerusalem correspondent. 
During his time in the Middle East, he 
interviewed Prime Ministers Benjamin Netanyahu, Shimon 
Peres and Ehud Barak. He covered four Israeli elections and 
a changing Middle East as Gulf states normalized relations 
with Israel. His reporting also took him to Russia, England, 
Serbia, and Nepal among other places. Liebermann has won 
two Emmys and three Associated Press awards. Liebermann 
has a degree in Business from the University of Virginia and 
a master’s degree in Broadcast Journalism from Syracuse 
University. Oren is a keen traveler and private pilot. He and his 
wife Cassandra Kramer and their two children recently joined 
Beth Emeth.

MINYAN & MUNCH – 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST WITH  

CNN CORRESPONDENT OREN LIEBERMANN
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 10:00 AM

Dean Bagdadi, Senior Shaliach (Emissary for 
the Jewish Agency in Pozez JCC of Northern 
Virginia), will discuss Israel's parliamentary 
structure and the election process, including 
the results of the recent election in Israel. In 
addition, Shaliach Bagdadi will discuss the 
recently formed Israeli government and how 
it affects the connection to American Jewry. 
Note this program is available in-person only.

ISRAEL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND 
RECENT ELECTIONS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1:00 PM AT CBE

BEECC’s annual Passover FUN-draiser is on! 
For delicious Passover chocolates and more, go 
to  https://shop.misschocolate.com, and enter 
BEECC’s code: 114639. 


