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FROM THE RABBI:

THE MOST SPIRITUAL OF SEASONS 
Back in July, when I arrived in NoVa, people would often say to me, “It’s hot now, 
but you’re going to love the winters here.” Well, it’s December, and the truth is 
even though the Fall seemed very brief (it always does for some reason), I’m happy 
that it’s winter.

I understand why most people dislike winter. It’s dark, it’s cold, the weather is 
even less predictable than usual. Many find the bare trees, the grey skies, and the 
wind to be desolate. The weather discourages venturing out, and so many people 
feel lonely and isolated. Most of us probably know someone who does their best 
to avoid winter – someone who migrates to a warmer climate during the winter 
months or takes a tropical vacation.

Although I am not immune to the winter-time blues and cabin fever, I find winter 
to be the most spiritual of seasons. Winter is a time for introspection and study. 
During the cold months, it is much easier for me to settle down with a book, to 
block out distractions, and take time to think my way through things. In winter, I 
don’t feel as though I should be taking advantage of beautiful weather outside. 
There is a stillness and timelessness in winter which allows me to give myself 
permission to pause, and to plan. 

While it is true that winter can be isolating, it doesn’t have to be. Although it may 
be harder to convince oneself to leave the house, this is the time when it is most 
important to make the extra effort. Coming out of the pandemic, this winter we 
should appreciate the opportunities to be in community, and we should take 
responsibility for providing community to others.

While I am sure there are many opportunities in the greater NoVa community, 
there are always things going on here at CBE. Between the classes, various 
committees, and our large selection of programming options, there is always 
something to do. When we feel lonely, CBE is a place where it’s safe to reach out. 

As I said at Yom Kippur, though, community is a two-way street. If we want to 
be able to use CBE as a place where we can come when we need others, it must 

Details at www.bethemeth.org 
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SERVICE SCEDULE 
Shabbat – 
 Erev Shabbat (CBE/online) 6:30 PM 
 Shabbat Morning (CBE/online) 9:00 AM

Minyan – 
 Sundays 9:00 AM 
 Wednesdays 8:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sisterhood’s Hanukkah Boutique  
 Sunday, December 4 9:00 AM -1:30 PM 
 Sunday, December 11 9:00 AM -1:30 PM 
 Additional dates and times – see inside 

Adult Ed with Rabbi Warner: “There’s a Psalm 
for That”  
 Wednesday, December 7 (CBE/online) 7:00 PM

Holocaust Torah 25th Anniversary Rededication 
Shabbat 
 Saturday, December 10 (CBE/online) 9:00 AM

Hazak/Adult Ed: “Miracles Past, Present, and 
Future” with Rabbi Warner  
 Tuesday, December 13 (CBE/online) 7:30 PM 

Music to Our Ears Shabbat with Nick May  
 Friday, December 16 (CBE/online) 6:30 PM

Beth Emeth’s “Holy” Hanukkah Happening!  
 Saturday, December 24 6:00 PM 
 (RSVP deadline December 15!)
Hypothermia Prevention Dinners (offsite) 
 Sunday, December 25 & Monday,  
 January 16 

Happy Hanukkah!



GREAT FOR ALL AGES!

Details:
• Havdalah & Hanukkah: We’ll join together in song to end Shabbat and 

celebrate the 7th night of Hanukkah
• Dinner: Delicious kosher Chinese food from Holy Chow (vegetarian and 

non-vegetarian available)
• Cost: $18/person, $10 for ages 9 & under, maximum $72/family
• RSVP: Deadline Thursday, December 15th: http://bethemeth.org/dec24 

Please note: We order food based on RSVPs by the deadline. Late 
RSVPs and walk-ins will be asked to join the buffet line after those who 
responded by the deadline.

• Movie: The Wizard of Oz (1939) – Rated G, 95 minutes

Beth Emeth’s “Holy” Hanukkah Happening!
Havdalah, Hanukkah Menorah Lighting, Kosher Chinese Dinner and a Movie

Saturday, December 24 starting at 6:00 PM

Hanukkah Boutique
Sunday, December 4 & 11, 

9:00 AM to 1:30 PM

Shop online  
anytime at 

bethemeth.org/
gift-shop-online

Hanukkah is December 18-26 this year, and 
Sisterhood’s Hanukkah Boutique is back –  
IN PERSON! Get your shopping done while 
supporting CBE and Sisterhood. 

We have beautiful candles, menorahs, 
chocolate gelt, decorations, dreidels, books, 
jewelry, wrapping paper, kitchenware, 
Judaica, children’s items, gifts, and more!

Volunteers are needed to help at the 
Boutique. Please contact us at  
gift-shop@bethemeth.org to volunteer. 

Dropping by outside regular Shop and 
Boutique hours? The front office staff 
will be pleased to help you. For questions 
or an appointment, contact gift-shop@
bethemeth.org. 

Additional Hours:
Mon.-Tues.-Wed., December 5-7 – 12:30 to 2:00 PM

Wed., December 7 – 5:30 to 6:30 PM
Mon.-Tues.-Wed., December 12-14 – 12:30 to 2:00 PM

Sisterhood’s
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CONGREGATION BETH EMETH
Executive Committee:
 President: Ellyn Hirsch
 Executive VP: Martin Paul
 Administrative VP: Robyn Feuerberg
 VP for Development: open
 VP for Education: Diane Lowenthal
 VP for Ritual: Denise Moldover
 VP for Finance/Treasurer: Marty Zelman
 Secretary: Phil Noyovitz
 Past President: Leslie Lesch
 
Committee Chairs: 
 Adult Program: Richard Noth &  
  Steven Pregozen
 BEECC: open
 Communications & Publicity:  
  Marissa Appelbaum
 Endowment: open
 Finance & Budget: open
 Food Service: Sheri Cerny & Jamie Paul
 Fundraising: Rachael Fineberg
 House and Facilities: open
 Long Range Planning: open
 Membership: Faith Rodill
 Ritual/Holiday Director: Josh Winston
 Ritual/Lifecycle Director:  
   Alina Kirshon-Goldman 
 Ritual/Shabbat & Weekday Director:  
  Helen Levy-Myers & Stan Bernsteen
 School: Shauna Peters
 Social Action and Community Relations:   
  Richard Weisman & Joy Walsh
 Technology: Dave Cohen & Rob Shear
 Youth Activities: Michelle Tinkoff
 Sisterhood President: Sandy Brody 
 Men’s Club President: Russ Levitan
 BEECC PA Chair: Jodi Smith
 At Large: Monica Epstein

Trustees:
 Melissa Heifetz & Jon Kraden
 
Synagogue Administration:
 Rabbi: Warner Ferratier
 Rabbi Emeritus: Steven M. Glazer
 Executive Director: David Bass
 Interim Religious School Director: Luisa Moss
 BEECC Director: Jocelyn Dorfman
 Communications Director: Susan Berger
 Engagement & Youth Director: 
  Zach Moskowitz
 Food Service Manager: Ellen MacDonald
 Office Manager: James Tackett
 Accounting Administrator: Heather Holway
 
Shofar Staff:
 Editor/Designer: Joanne Rosenthal Levine

Send submissions to: 
shofar@bethemeth.org
Deadline for next issue:
Monday, December 5

DEADLINE POLICY: Submissions must 
be received on or before the 5th of the 
month prior to publication (or the next 
day if the 5th is Shabbat/Jewish holiday.)
Thank you.

Twenty-five years ago, our community was honored to receive the permanent 
loan of a Holocaust Torah scroll from the Memorial Scrolls Trust (MST) in 
London, England. On December 10th, we will rededicate the Holocaust Torah 
to commemorate its 25th year with CBE. What is most important for our 
commemoration and our ongoing use of scroll MST#11 is that, unlike so many 
of the six million Jews who were annihilated in the Holocaust whose names 
are still unknown, we are connected to this holy survivor that was once at the 
center of a vibrant faithful community. 

We are grateful to Liz Cordeiro for chairing this sacred rededication event in 
coordination with Rabbi Warner and Robyn Feuerberg. We will honor the 
children, grandchildren, and other living relatives of survivors and remember 
our loved ones who perished. 

The scroll MST#11, originally from an unknown town in Bohemia or Moravia, 
was confiscated during the Holocaust and put into the Jewish Museum in 
Prague under the Nazis. After the war, the Czech government took ownership 
of the museum, and in 1964 sold 1,564 scrolls to the Westminster Synagogue 
in London, financed by donor Ralph Yablon. This then became the Czech 
Memorial Scrolls Trust, which eventually sought new homes for these scrolls. 
These scrolls were distributed to communities and organizations around the 
world, including here at Congregation Beth Emeth. 

The journey to acquire the Torah was led by several former Beth Emeth 
families. Michael and Cookie Marks conceived the idea to acquire one of the 
“Czech Torahs” in 1995, to coincide with the opening of our major building 
addition in 1996. Michael worked with our then Rabbi Steve Glazer (now 
CBE Rabbi Emeritus) and then CBE President David Kamerling to arrange for 
the loan of a Czech Torah. The Marks family traveled to London to pick it up. 
The Schatz family donated the funds for the required donation to the Centre, 
in memory of Anna Perl. The Amsel family donated the ornate crown, in 
memory of Amsel family members of Slovakia. Families of the confirmation 
class of 1998 donated the Torah’s cover. The Torah was restored and is now 
in much better physical condition, but is still not considered repairable to 
kosher standards, thus cannot be read during regular worship. This effort was 
completed in December 1996 and the Torah was dedicated on May 2, 1997. 

At Beth Emeth, we call MST#11 the Holocaust Torah and also call it the Zachor 
(Remember) Torah. The Torah is kept in our Ark and is given a seat of honor on 
the bimah at many b’nai mitzvah. This Torah is used for educational purposes, 
and we read from it on Shabbat Zachor. In our sanctuary there is a beautiful 
display that includes photos of the Torah and the official certificate of loan. 
Our Zachor Torah lives, and serves as a moving tribute to the lost communities 
of the Shoah. Please join us for its rededication on December 10th.

Ellyn

THE ZACHOR TORAH LIVES!
Ellyn Hirsch (president@bethemeth.org)

The Zachor Torah arrived at CBE in 1996.

HOLOCAUST TORAH 
REDEDICATION 
SHABBAT 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 
BEGINNING AT 9:00 AM 
@CBE
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 4\5 FOR 
MORE ABOUT THIS SPECIAL 
SHABBAT SERVICE!
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Denise Moldover, VP for Ritual (ritualvp@bethemeth.org)
RITUAL MATTERS

The holidays in Tishrei were very festive this year and it was 
so nice to see so many people at services and Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah events. 

Tishrei brought with it this year a “new beginning” as CBE 
welcomed everyone back to the building. Many events took 
place during Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah. I hope you were able to take part in some of the 
religious services and events. 

Tishrei ended and we moved on to Cheshvan, also known as 
MarCheshvan. This is the only month in the Hebrew calendar 
that does not contain a holiday. But that’s okay because we all 
needed a rest from so much celebration during Tishrei. 

We are now in the month of Kislev, the month of many 
children’s favorite holiday. It was mine as a child. Now, my 
favorite holiday is during the month of Adar – Purim!! But 
that’s for another issue of this newsletter.
Kislev brings with it the holiday of Hanukkah, the festival 

of lights. While the tradition over the past hundred or so 
years has been to give presents for each night of Hanukkah, 
we are supposed to do much more. Lighting the candles 
reminds us of the miracle of the oil burning for eight days 
when there was enough for only one day. We eat food fried 
in oil to remind us of this miracle too. Okay, I’ll admit, I do like 
latkes more than hamentashen. But both are good. We play 
dreidel to remind us that the Israelites tricked the Greeks. 
The Israelites kept studying the bible, but when the Greeks 
checked in on them, they quickly hid their books and pulled 
out spinning tops. 

This year, Hanukkah begins the evening of December 18th 
and the last candle is lit on the evening of December 25th. 
There are many celebrations happening both at CBE and in 
the wider Northern Virginia community and I hope you and 
your family are able to take part in many of them.

Chag Sameach, Denise

THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Whenever we experience strong 
emotion, it can be difficult to find 
words to express what we are 
feeling. The book of Psalms contains 
150 sacred poems which express 
the entire range of human emotion. 
Each session of this six-week course 
will examine a selection of Psalms 
which relate to a specific emotion, examining multiple 
translations and where, applicable, musical settings for the 
how we can use sacred texts to validate and balance out 
our feelings. 

Each session stands on its own, dealing with: Joy, 
Gratitude, Grief, Fear, Sadness/Despair/loneliness, 
and Anger. While the class will be accessible on Zoom, 
in-person participation is strongly preferred if you are able.

Instructor: Rabbi Warner
For the series, suggested donation to the Acts of Loving 
Kindness Fund: $54 members, $72 non-members.  
Register at http://bethemeth.org/form/psalms

THERE’S A PSALM FOR THAT!
SELECT WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 7 & 21, JANUARY 25, 

FERUARY. 22, MARCH 22
7:00-7:55 PM, FOLLOWED BY MINYAN

REMEMBER WHEN?? SCENES 
FROM HANUKKAH PAST AT CBE 

Latke 
dinner, 
2014

BEECC, 
2018

Outdoor 
menorah 
lighting, 
2021
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THE TORAH OF THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE
JOIN IN AS WE REDEDICATE THE HOLOCAUST TORAH FOR ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY BEING ON LOAN TO CBE!

Liz Cordeiro, Ritual Committee Member and Rededication Coordinator 

If you’ve ever attended CBE b’nai mitzvah, you may 
have seen the Holocaust Torah sitting on the bimah 
during services. For some celebrations, you may 
have seen the same Torah pass from grandparents 
to parents to b’nai mitzvah while we sing l’dor v’dor 
(from generation to generation).

But have you ever wondered where this Torah is 
from, and how it came into our possession? CBE’s 
Holocaust Torah has been on permanent loan from 
the Memorial Scrolls Trust in London, England, 
since 1996. This year on December 10th, we will 
recognize the 25 years this Torah has been in our 
Ark with a special Saturday morning rededication 
service and luncheon – and we want you to be 
there!

Come to Shabbat services to learn the story of the Holocaust 
Torah and how it got to CBE. We will have supplemental 
readings by children and grandchildren of survivors and 
victims, and a special guest speaker.

Our Holocaust Torah bore witness to the lowest cruelty of 
mankind, but it also now bears witness to us as we carry on 
the traditions of our ancestors through prayer and ritual. It 
bears witness to every Jewish child in our congregation who 

takes their first steps into Jewish adulthood. And 
it bears witness to the next generations, who will 
take up the mantle of our faith and continue to tell 
our stories.

Join us to recognize the history of the Holocaust 
Torah, to realize our own dreams of perseverance 
as a community, and to nosh – there will be a 
Kiddush luncheon following services.

If you are related to a survivor or victim of the 
Holocaust, we welcome your participation by 
accepting an Aliyah, reading Torah, submitting 
names and pictures of your relatives for display, or 
joining the planning committee. You can find more 
information and reach out to committee chair Liz 
Cordeiro here: https://www.bethemeth.org/event/

holocaust-torah-rededication. 

RSVPs for the luncheon following services are appreciated so 
we can have enough for all. RSVP by November 30 if possible. 
(In case the Shofar arrives after that date, RSVPs are still 
appreciated!) RSVP to Robyn at adminvp@bethemeth.org. 
Also, please contact Robyn if you would like to help sponsor 
the luncheon.

Liz

WELCOME, NEW BOARD MEMBER!
At their November meeting, the 
Board of Directors approved the 
appointment of Marissa Appelbaum as 
Communications & Publicity Committee 
Chair and member of the Board. 

Marissa grew up in Silver Spring, MD 
and has lived in the Northern Virginia 
area since 1999. She and her family 
have been members of CBE since 2016. 
Her son graduated from BEECC and is currently in 4th 
grade at CBE Religious School. 

Marissa, a former librarian, was an active BEECC parent, 
serving as BEECC Parents Association (BEECC PA) 
Communication Chair and BEECC PA President. Marissa 
was also a co-chair of the CBE Membership Committee 
for 2018-2019, and is currently a member of both the 
Religious School Committee and Ritual Committee. 
Marissa says she is looking forward to working with the 
CBE community to help ensure that we are maximizing our 
communication and publicity resources.
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Our own Rabbi Warner was born and raised in Springfield, 
Illinois. He received his undergraduate degree in History at 
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, with minors in 
Secondary Education and Teaching of Spanish. He taught a 
variety of subjects in the Champaign public schools, where he 
also supervised several extra-curricular activities and was active 
in the local teachers’ union. 

His activity within the local Jewish community led him to 
pursue the rabbinate as a calling. After a year studying at the 
Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, he entered the Rabbinical 
School at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and was 
ordained in May 2019. Rabbi Warner served as student rabbi at 

Congregation Sons of Israel in Amsterdam, NY and at Congregation Torat El in Oakhurst, 
NJ, and was assistant rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom in Northbrook, IL. He became 
rabbi at Congregation Beth Emeth in July 2022. In his spare time, he enjoys reading many 
types of literature, practicing music, pub trivia, walking his dog, and crafting. 

Please join us on January 10th, when Susan and Shawn Dilles will speak about their new 
book, The Jewish Community of Northern Virginia (Images of America).

Rabbi Warner Ferratier

Please invite friends and family 
to join us for these highly 
respected monthly talks, now 
held in the evening so all can 
participate. The Zoom link is 
bethemeth.org/hazak-zoom. 

More info: bethemeth.org/
hazak.

Have you renewed your Hazak 
membership? Dues are only 
$18.00 for the entire 10-month 
program. Join in advance or at 
the door. Make checks payable 
to CBE Hazak. We welcome 
ideas for future speakers. 
Questions? Contact Larry at 
hazak@bethemeth.org. 

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM: 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 7:30 PM (CBE/ONLINE)

“MIRACLES, THEN AND NOW”  
SPEAKER: RABBI WARNER FERRATIER 

Beth Emeth is partnering with Florida Indian River Groves of Vero 
Beach, FL to bring you fresh-picked delicious citrus fruit, delivered 
direct anywhere in the United States. 

Fruit makes a wonderful gift for friends and family (or buy some for 
yourself!) Oranges, mandarins, honeybells, tangelos, pink grapefruit, 
as well as premium apples, pears, nuts and toffee are available – all 
backed by a 100% quality guarantee. 

To order, go to http://bethemeth.org/citrus and follow the easy steps 
to place your orders online. The last day to order is December 11th 
(11:59 PM) for guaranteed delivery by December 24th (6th day of 
Hanukkah). Questions? Call 1-800-468-3168. 

DELICIOUS CITRUS, DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR!

ORDER BY 12/11 FOR DELIVERY DURING HANUKKAH 

Sale extended through December 11!
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As Communications Director at Beth Emeth, I spend more 
time editing than writing, but after listening to Pete Earley 
at the Sunday Minyan & Munch on November 13th, I was 
moved to write this article. 

Imagine, as a parent, seeking help for your child dealing with 
mental illness, without success and with nowhere to turn. 
Pete told of his own heartache and frustration over a period 
of quite a few years, trying to arrange help for his son right 
here in Northern Virginia. Pete’s story took us through a legal, 
policy, and lack-of-resources labyrinth, seemingly designed 
to be ineffective even with dedicated parent action, good 
insurance, personal connections and financial means. 

But Pete didn’t stop there; as a former investigative journalist 
he has researched the “whys” of our seemingly callous and 
broken system and has worked hard to change things.  

My takeaways: 
• Mental health challenges affect so many Northern 

Virginia families, including here in our own 
congregation. Our personal support is needed.

• Even for those of us not directly touched by someone 
with mental illness, it’s upon us to make sure our 
elected officials at all levels hear again and again 
that changes to laws, community policies and budget 
priorities are important to us, their constituents. 

• Some of the easiest questions to ask: how can someone 
be on the road to recovery when they are sent to jail 
instead of treatment, often for minor offenses? Or are 
left in the ER for days without available, specialized beds 
and doctors in hospitals? With no supportive housing 

available? Without insurance companies authorizing 
more than a 15-minute evaluation? Without treatment, 
available BEFORE they become a threat to themselves 
or others?

If you missed the session, or even if you were there, you 
can gain more perspective on Pete’s work in this area, which 
we can help support. His book is Crazy: A Father’s Search 
Through America’s Mental Health Madness. I couldn’t put it 
down. 

A big THANK-YOU to Steve Pregozen, Adult Program 
Committee Co-Chair, and Jay Myerson for bringing us 
this important program, and to Steve for sponsoring the 
continental breakfast. 

Susan

Author Pete Earley speaking at Minyan & Munch

FOOD FOR THOUGHT – AND ACTION
Susan Berger, Communications Director                                                                                                                          

Welcome
NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to Nikki & Scott Bender 
of Fairfax, and their children Eli 
(12) and Addie (10). Eli is in 6th 
grade and Addie is 5th grade at 
Navy Elementary School. The 
family also includes their dog, 
Kona. 

Nikki is a high school counselor 
at Fairfax High School, and 
Scott works for the Federal 
government. They moved to 
Northern Virginia in early 2021 
from Los Angeles. Nikki grew up in Dallas and Scott in 
Walnut, CA. They met as students at the University of 
Arizona. Eli plays baseball and Addie plays softball and 
soccer. The family enjoys going to the kids’ games.
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Music to Our Ears Shabbat!

If you haven’t attended a Music to Our Ears Shabbat 
with Nick May, you are missing something special. 
(*It’s usually the first Friday of the month, except 
in December when it’s the 16th.) Music to Our Ears 
Shabbat in October was enhanced by the 3rd and 
4th graders from Religious School who participated 
in the Kabbalat Shabbat service. As ruach filled the 
sanctuary with voices, young and old, the smiles were 
contagious. Rabbi Warner and Nick led a service filled 
with the joy and the spirituality so many of you asked 
for in the surveys and Town Halls held the past couple 
of years. 

Many CBE families have already stepped up to underwrite this monthly musical 
addition to our services. Immediately following the October date and while 
remembering Rabbi Warner’s High Holiday appeal to financially sponsor events 
at the synagogue, additional congregants stood up to join the generous group of 
underwriters of this program (see list at right). Thank you! 

Thank you to these generous sponsors 
who have graciously supported this 

program for our community:
Robyn & Stan Feuerberg

Miriam and Richard Goldin
Alina & Mark Goldman
Ellyn & Gary Greenspan

Ellyn & Bill Hirsch
Sharon & David Kamerling

Joanne & Paul Levine
Ita & Mark Mandel

Denise & Dan Moldover
Susan & Paul Moskowitz

Janet & David Polak
Jerri & Steven Pregozen

Gail & Bob Shor
Gwen & Jim Sloan

Debbie & Marty Zelman

Join us for this spiritual, soulful, joyous, and very musical welcome to Shabbat. 
Great for all ages! The next Music to Our Ears will be December 16th* at 6:30 PM. 

Don’t miss it! 

Robyn & Stan Feuerberg 
Ellyn & Gary Greenspan 
Ellyn & Bill Hirsch 
Sharon & David Kamerling 
Joanne & Paul Levine 

Ita & Mark Mandel 
Denise & Dan Moldover 
Susan & Paul Moskowitz 
Janet & David Polak 
Jerri & Steve Pregozen 

Gail & Bob Shor 
Gwen & Jim Sloan 
Debbie & Marty Zelman 

Thank you to these generous sponsors who have graciously supported 
this program for our community. 

Nick May is a singer/songwriter, educator, songleader, and inclusion ac�vist based in Fairfax, Virginia. Grow-
ing up in New Orleans and being the son of two accomplished musicians, he was raised with a variety of musi-
cal influences from contemporary Jewish and folk to funk and hip hop. Being a person who stu�ers (PWS), 
Nick latched on to music as a way to fluently express himself from a young age. As an enthusias�c member of 
the Jewish summer camp and day school communi�es, Nick furthered his formal educa�on at Louisiana State 
University where he earned a Bachelor’s of Interdisciplinary Studies with concentra�ons in Jewish Studies, 
Religious Studies, and Sociology.   We are extremely fortunate that Nick and his wife, Taylor, has chosen to 
become a part of our CBE Community.  

Nick May Nick May

More Opportunities to Celebrate and Show Your Support

While the Board of Directors does budget for programming throughout the year, there are many 
additional opportunities to assist in bringing quality programs to our congregation. Our Adult 
Programming team has begun a series of breakfast speakers to join us after Sunday morning 
minyan called “Minyan and Munch.” 

In September, Eric Gray spoke about his book Backyards to Ballparks and in November, we 
welcomed Pete Earley, bestselling author and mental health advocate. These programs always 
include food, which creates an easy opportunity for someone (like you!) to underwrite the event. 
We also welcome your sponsorship of a weekly oneg or Kiddush. 

CBE is all about celebrating – we celebrate life cycle events, we celebrate friendships. We 
celebrate when someone recovers from an illness. We celebrate our children, our parents, our 
friends and even our pets. Consider celebrating these times with your CBE family by choosing to 
financially support an event. For more information, please contact CBE Executive Director David 
Bass (email davidb@bethemeth.org or call (703-860-4515 x106) and he will direct your inquiry to 
the right person.
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Shalom! The Religious School is having a great year so far. 
Our students are engaged in active exploration of Judaism 
and Hebrew and our teachers are offering great ways for 
the children to build community. 
 
At our recent staff meeting, the Rabbi and I introduced 
a new way of preparing learning experiences called 
Understanding By Design. This technique begins with 
developing learning goals and assessment evidence first 
and then the teacher designs a learning plan that meets 
those criteria. So often, teachers are inclined to plan 
activities first and lose track of what the goals of the lesson 
are intended to address. We used Hanukkah as our topic 
and teachers were able to come away with an outline for 
their Hanukkah lesson. I am looking forward to using this 
model as teachers plan their lessons in the future.
 
As we approach Hanukkah, I wish you all a Chag Urim 
Sameach, Happy Hanukkah!

Luisa

SCHOOL NEWS
Luisa Moss, Interim Religious School Director

BAT YY MITZVAH
Sasha Vivian Brown (Rachel Leah), 
daughter of Kate & Ted Brown, will 
become a Bat Mitzvah on December 
3rd. Her brother Ryan Brown (9) is also 
looking forward to the family’s special 
day. 

Sasha’s Torah portion is Vayetzei. She 
is in the 7th grade at Langston Highes 
Middle School. She enjoys figure 
skating, writing, reading and dancing. 

Members/Volunteers:
Michael Aarons
Rona Ackerman
Ben Alliker
Kathy Baker
Judy Bergman
Rich Bergman
Stan Bernsteen
Chuck  Bernstein
Fran Besalel
Sandy Brody
David Cerny
Dave Cohen
David Cohen
Michael Cohen
Robin Cohen
Liz Cordeiro
Monica Epstein
Carl Feigenbaum
Myrna Feigenbaum
Robyn Feuerberg
Stan Feuerberg
Robyn Feuerberg
Lori Flanagan

Brian Flanagan
Robyn Freidin
Leslie Glaser
Yonatan Goldman
Mark Goldman
Ellyn Hirsch
Alina Kirshon-Goldman
Fara Klein
Mark Klein
John Kraden
Leslie Lesch
Patrick Lesch
Joanne Levine
Paul Levine
Russ Levitan
Helen Levy-Myers
Oren Liebermann
Andy Loggia
Diane Lowenthal
Ita Mandel
Mark Mandel
Cheryl Mihal
Jim Mihal
Dan Moldover

Denise Moldover
Bradley Moskowitz
Richard Noth
Phil Noyovitz
Alex Osinovsky
Rafa Osinovsky
Jamie Paul
Martin Paul
Hank Pohl
Jan Pohl
Steven Pregozen
Judy Rabinek
Joel Richards
Abe Rosner
Julia Sakowitz
Felice Schulz
Rob Shear
Bob Shor
Gail Shor
Gwen Sloan
Debbie Smith
Gary Smith
Alex Stillman
Michelle Tinkoff

Josh Winston
Scott Wollek
Marty Zelman
 
Staff:
Rabbi Warner
David Bass
Susan Berger
Anibal Blanco
Jocelyn Dorfman
Heather Holway
Sheri Levitan
Ellen MacDonald
Zach Moskowitz
Luisa Moss
James Tackett
Renee Williams

We would like to thank everyone who made our holiday season services and events meaningful, inspiring and (in 
some cases) fun! From Selichot through Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, 
MANY people made it happen. Some, especially the Ritual Committee and staff, “lived holidays” for months, 
while others answered the call and helped when and where they could. Please forgive us if we missed you in the 
following list. We appreciate you! A huge TODAH RABAH to:

Shalom, 
Ellyn Hirsch, President 
Rabbi Warner Ferratier 
David Bass, Executive Director

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MADE OUR HOLIDAYS GREAT!

L’Shana Tova!  Wishing Everyone a 
Happy, Healthy & Sweet New Year!

Greg, Jodi, Taylor, Teddy, Millie & 
Matthew Smith

Wishing everyone a Healthy, Joyful,  
and Prosperous New Year

Janet and Ron Klayton

High Holiday Greetings
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SISTERHOOD
Sandy Brody, President (sisterhood@bethemeth.org)

Sisterhood’s main event in November was the wonderful 
Paid-Up Membership Brunch (November 6th). We had 
close to 40 lovely ladies in attendance; a fabulous mix of 
newer and long-time members. A delicious assortment 
of goodies were prepared by several of our members and 
board members. A shout-out to Valerie Cohen for finding 
great recipes, shopping for ingredients, and organizing the 
prepping and baking.

Following is an excerpt from the presentation that I made at 
the brunch, which gives a little history of Sisterhood and its 
connection to Women’s League. 

Sisterhood’s Calendar of Planned Events

December 4 & 11 – Hanukkah Boutiques
December 15 – White Elephant Gift Exchange
January 20 – Sisterhood Shabbat
January 22 – Coffee Social 
February – An exciting thrifting presentation … more info to 
follow!

Keep an eye on our Facebook group (“The Sisterhood of 
Congregation Beth Emeth”) and your e-mail for dates and 
locations. Evites will be sent, so please RSVP when you 
receive them! Hikes are open to all current Sisterhood 
members and those interested in joining. 

I hope to see you soon, Sandy

Noshing at the Paid-Up Membership Brunch

What is Sisterhood?

Mathilde Schechter was born in Prussia and moved 
to England to study in London, where she met and 
married Solomon Schechter, thought by many to be the 
father of Conservative Judaism. In addition to literary 
pursuits and editing all of her husband’s writings, she 
established a vocational school for Jewish girls and 
organized the Society for Ancient Hebrew Melodies. 

The crowning achievement of her career was founding 
the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, 
which became one of the largest Jewish women’s 
organizations in the United States.

Through its programs, publications, classes, and 
affiliated sisterhoods, it links women with one 
another, providing mutually supportive community 
that promotes social connection, wellness, religious 
commitment, and spiritual wellbeing.

Tuesday, December 6
The Secrets We Kept, by Laura Prescott

Tuesday, January 3
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, by  

Taylor Jenkins
Info: bethemeth.org/sisterhood-book-club

SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB

A great opportunity to be out in nature, exercise 
and see friends. Hikes range from easy (paved or 
gravel paths and relatively flat) to moderate with 
marked trails and some elevation and/or uneven 
terrain.Upcoming hikes: January 29th, March 19th, 
and May 7th. Watch for details!

SISTERHOOD HIKING CLUB

Hanukkah White Elephant Gift Exchange

Thursday, December 15 
7 - 9 PM at a member’s home 

Watch for your Evite or contact Sandy
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Standard size cards $14.00; Large 
size $15.00. Make checks payable 
to Sisterhood (no cash or credit 
cards for this purchase.) Mail to 
CBE, Attn: Sue Reilly, Mah Jongg 
Cards. Cards will be sent directly 
to you from the Mah Jongg 
League. Orders must be received 
by January 15th. Questions? 
Contact Sue Reilly - sisterhood@
bethemeth.org.

2023 Mah Jongg Cards  
Now Available  

through Sisterhood!

Wednesday, December 7
7-9 PM at Sue Reilly’s home
• All skill levels encouraged
• If you are working on a 

project, please bring it

Sisterhood Knitting 
& Crochet Club’s First 

Meeting

SOCIAL ACTION
Richard Weisman & Joy Walsh, Co-Chairs (social-action@bethemeth.org)

The Social Action Committee has been busy planning a variety 
of events to support those in need in our community. Every 
year we provide CBE families the opportunity to help less 
fortunate families have a full, healthy Thanksgiving dinner. 
Thank you to all who organized, participated, and donated. 

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Hypothermia 
Prevention Dinners on December 25th (sign up at http://
bethemeth.org/dec25) and January 16th (watch your email 
for the sign-up link). Additional information on ways to get 
involved will be forthcoming. 

Do you have any special talents you would like to showcase at 
one of these dinners? Play the guitar? Sing? Paint? If so, please 
reach out and let us know so we can provide some additional 
“magic” to these events – or others throughout the year. As 
we look toward 2023, we encourage those of you who are 
interested in social action, want to help at an event, have an 
idea or charity you would like us to support or would like to 
join one of our committee meetings to contact us at social-
action@bethemeth.org.

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE, HYPOTHERMIA DINNERS & MORE

Jill & Richard Weisman with the Thanksgiving food boxes donated by 
generous congregants. Jill & Rich brought all of the donations to St. John 

Neumann Catholic Church for distribution to the needy in our area. 

THE CLOSET is a thrift 
shop managed by 20 local 
faith-based organizations. 
Support this worthy 
community resource by: 

• DONATING your former treasures, children’s 
outgrown outfits, small appliances in good 
condition, and lots more

• SHOPPING for and buying bargains
• VOLUNTEERING in the store, located at 845  

Station St. in downtown Herndon
• Go to www.bethemeth.org/closet for more info.

SISTERHOOD MAH JONGG CLUB

SISTERHOOD KNITTING & CROCHET CLUB

All levels of players welcome! We
try to meet twice per month on 
Thursdays at 7 PM and rotate 

homes. Even if you’ve never played 
before, come and try the classic 
tile game and meet some other 

members of Sisterhood. Contact us 
at sisterhood@bethemeth.org.
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SPIRITUAL SEASON (Cont’d from p. 1)

also be a place we go when we are not in need. It is our 
individual responsibilities to participate in a community 
so that others have a place to come, and so that when we 
are in need, we know we will also be cared for. We need to 
brave the weather to attend services, minyanim, religious 
school, and programs. 

Just a few of the special events happening in December: 
Sisterhood Hanukkah Boutique (p. 2), Sisterhood Book 
Club and Knitting & Crochet Club (p. 12), Holocaust Torah 
Rededication Shabbat (p. 3 & 5), Hazak (now for all ages!), 
where I will discuss “Miracles, Then & Now” in the spirit of 
Hanukkah (p. 6), my monthly adult class “There’s a Psalm 
for That,” (p. 4) and the big “Holy” Hanukkah Happening 
on December 24 (p. 2) with Havdalah, Menorah lighting, 
kosher Chinese from Holy Chow, and a movie. And lastly, 
we’ll provide our traditional December 25 dinner (p. 11) 
for our homeless neighbors at a local church. 

It is unlikely that winter will be most people’s favorite 
season, but it does not have to be the low point of the 
year. I hope that each of us is able to find inner warmth, 
both at home and at CBE to counter the cold outside. 

Rabbi Warner Ferratier

Cover photo: At Blessing of the Pets, Rabbi Warner blessed human 
congregants and their favorite creatures to mark the reading of 
Parshat Noah (Oct. 30th).

Shalom Beth Emeth! As the calendar year is coming to an 
end, I talk about the fantastic things we have done this year 
through the Engagement and Youth departments and the 
different activities to look forward to!

JYP

Jewish Young Professionals 
started out “on fire.” For our 
first event, we welcomed our 
members to join us for a bonfire 
under the stars as we welcomed 
in Sukkot with s’mores, drinks, 
and meaningful conversation. 
For our second event, we met up 
for a walk around Lake Thoreau as we got to know each other 
better and enjoy the surroundings many of us have not taken 
the opportunity to get to know. 

Did you know that we are looking into starting a JYP Book 
club? Email zachm@bethemeth.org for information as we 
work to start this new branch of our young professional 
group. Are you or someone you know interested in joining us? 
You can find much more information and sign up to receive 
emails/texts at www.bethemeth.org/jyp!

Put December 18th on your calendar for our Hanukkah Booze 
and Board Game Night. 

Youth Department

We are excited to announce that 5th graders are finally 
invited to Kadima. In doing so, we saw a huge wave of 
excitement for our first off-site trip to Monster Mini-golf We 
had nearly 20 kids in attendance. Everyone 
left with massive smiles across their faces!

We also returned to an amazing Second 
Monday as we bring dinner back for an 
opportunity for our kids to bond across the 
grades. We invite anyone enrolled in  
Religious School for free. This activity is open 
every second monday of the month through May. 

Kadima invites you to save the following dates:
December 11th – Kadima Pre-Hanukkah Party
January 21st – Kadima Ice Skating

Contact me at zach@bethemeth.org with any questions.

Zach

YOUTH & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Zach Moskowitz, Engagement & Youth Director (zachm@bethemeth.org)
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The House & Facilities Committee has been working 
diligently for years to brighten and update the look of our 
sanctuary. Much of our work came to fruition for this year’s 
High Holidays. 

For years we were in need of better lighting in the sanctuary. 
It was a very dim room, especially at night and on cloudy 
days, making reading the prayer books difficult for many. 
The new overhead lighting is not only beautiful, but we are 
able to set up many different lighting scenarios for services 
to weddings and everything in between.

If you were with us for the High Holidays, we hope you 
noticed that all seven of our Torahs are in our newly 
reconfigured Ark. The two-level design fills the interior space 
of the Ark much better, and the ergonomically designed and 
lowered Torah cradles make it easier for the gabbaim to take 
the Torahs in and out of the Ark. We also have a gorgeous 
new Etz Chaim Torah mantle donated by Rich and Judy 
Bergman. 

The bimah is home to four beautiful new chairs. The bronze 
color was chosen to enhance the beautiful art pieces in the 
room and Rabbi Warner is very pleased that they are as 
comfortable as they are attractive. 

Two new Torah holders as well as the beautiful new Torah 
Table now sit in our sanctuary. I heard someone mention 
that the Torah table is like a transformer! The table top is 
designed to be lowered for those who need it. And on top, 
one can lift the right or left side to hold their prayer book 
while leaving flat space for a Torah. The opposite side of the 
table has a shtender (book holder), so the prayer leader can 
daven along with the congregation. I’ve seen this table being 
used from all sides. Having the Torah table on the floor and 
the sanctuary chairs situated around it gives both a spacious 
feeling to the room as well as a feeling of intimacy between 
the service leaders and the congregation. Come to services 
and experience this feeling for yourselves and I think you’ll 
see what I mean. 

HOUSE & FACILITIES UPDATE
Sheri Cerny, House & Facilities Committee

We hope the next phase of our sanctuary update will 
include a new Ark “curtain”, but that may take some time to 
raise the funds necessary. 

Thanks to all who have worked to make these dreams and 
wishes become a reality. As they say, it takes a village! 

Sheri

The Food Service Committee was happy to 
commemorate Veterans Day with a lovely Erev 
Shabbat service and a dinner followed by an 
acapella musical presentation by the Vienna-Falls 
Daytimers Chorus. Thank you to Glenda McConn 
(a member of the chorus) for making preparations 
for the entertainment. Thanks to our committee 
members and all who helped us honor our 
Veterans and Active Duty service members.

With the momentum of having a Friday night 
dinner on Veterans Day and a dinner with the 

religious school in early October, the Food 
Service Committee and the synagogue leadership 
would love to see us have more Friday dinners 
together. We would like to join with Religious 
School, BEECC, Hazak, Sisterhood, Men’s Club, 
and other groups to help coordinate dinners 
once a month – but we can’t do it alone. Please 
let us know if you would be willing to attend and/
or help with these lovely evenings to welcome in 
Shabbat togther. Please contact us if you are able 
to volunteer. 

Jamie & Sheri

FOOD SERVICE
Jamie Paul & Sheri Cerny, Committee Co-Chairs (food-service@bethemeth.org)

Centerpieces and booklets for the 
Veteran’s Day service and dinner



14  |   CONGREGATION BETH EMETH SHOFAR

SOMETHING TO KVELL ABOUT
Susan & Shawn Dilles have published The 
Jewish Community of Northern Virginia 
(Images of America). The 128-page book 
uses photographs to tell the story of the 
rich history, continued growth, and broad 
range of 175 years of Jewish life in Northern 
Virginia. Susan & Shawn will speak about 
their book at the Adult Education/Hazak 
program on January 10th at CBE. 

MAZAL TOV TO
Jordanna Bergman and her parents Judy 
& Rich Bergman on her marriage to 
Henry Appel. The wedding took place on 
November 12th in Arlington, VA. 
The Langer family on Keith becoming a bar 
mitzvah 
Alex Osinovsky, Shirley Gross, Susan 
Barbash, Steve Pregozin, Jim Sloan, and 
Rob and Rachel Shear (on behalf of Kay 
Shear), who participated in the special 
Shabbat (Nov. 5) celebrating those who 
became b’nai mitzvah as adults, and to 
Alina Kirshon-Goldman for coordinating the 
honors. Laura Gorbach, Katie Schuman and 
Susan Berger were unable to attend.

TODAH RABAH TO
Robyn Feuerberg for creating the beautiful 
and meaningful booklet honoring our 
Veterans, to Jamie Paul and Sheri Cerny 
for chairing the Congregational Shabbat 
Dinner and for the beautiful decorations 
(Nov. 11). Thank you to everyone who 
helped: Danielle Edgell, Monica Epstein, 
Lori Flanagan, Ellyn Greenspan, Gary 
Greenspan, Shari Hirsch, Joanne Levine, 
Susan Moskowitz, Martin Paul, and Paula 

Slavsky. Special thanks to Glenda McConn 
and the Vienna-Falls Daytimers for their 
beautiful renditions of patriotic songs 
honoring those who served. 
Susan Moskowitz, Ellyn Soefer, Sheri 
Cerny and Joanne Levine for labeling the 
kitchen shelves and storage areas to keep 
everything ship-shape in the kitchens.
Steve Pregozen for coordinating the Minyan 
& Munch with guest speaker Pete Earley 
(Nov. 13) and for sponsoring the continental 
breakfast.
Linda Eisinger and Janet Polak, who have 
been spending hours each week sorting the 
huge archive of documents and records in 
our storage area. They are organizing many 
historical gems and needed archives, and 
discarding a lot more “non-gems” to clear 
up space. We are thrilled to have Linda & 
Janet apply their combined Beth Emeth staff 
experience of almost 50 years to carry out 
this big mitzvah!
Robin Schulman for sharing her impressive 
efforts and accomplishments furthering 
religious freedom around the world, and 
to Stan Feuerberg for his insights into the 
the challenges for the U.S. electric energy 
supply and electrification of the nation’s 
transportation system. CBE is blessed to 

have so many experts in their fields who are 
willing to share their knowledge.
Jill Weisman and everyone who donated 
to the Thanksgiving Food Drive and helped 
make the holiday brighter for those in need.

REFUAH SHLAYMA TO
Rita Citrenbaum

Stephanie Freidin
Vince Sescoe

CONDOLENCES TO
John Fagelson on the death on his mother 
Helen Fagelson, grandmother of Sam and 
Max Fagelson. 

The congregation sadly mourns the loss of 
 Jenna Ariel Schwartzman, 

daughter of Julie & Jeff Schwartzman and 
sister of Alexa and Zachary.  

Our sincere condolences to the entire 
Schwartzman family.

ONEG & KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS
The Langer family in honor of Keith 
becoming a bar mitvzah.
The Religious School in honor of our 3rd & 
4th grade students.
Please note: there is currently a billing issue with 
Oneg/Kiddush contributions, so we do not have 
an up-to-date listing. If you sponsored an Oneg 
or Kiddush recently, we will acknowledge you in a 
future issue. 

***

If you have a lifecycle event that you would like to 
acknowledge above, please contact the Main Office 
at 703-860-4515 Ext. 101 or office@bethemeth.org. 

A
ROUND CBE

JCCNV Widow/Widower Support Group 
at Beth Emeth

Info/RSVP (recommended, but not required): shari.berman@thej.org

A FREE monthly support group for anyone who has 
recently and not-so-recently lost a husband, wife, or 

partner. Join us for an open forum for frank discussion 
with a focus on grief, bereavement and continuing on 

after great loss.

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, December 13, 5:15 - 6:30 PM

In-person at Beth Emeth

About our Facilitators:
Dr. Rebecca Fleischer is a licensed clinical 
psychologist in Virginia. Throughout her 
career she has facilitated many psychotherapy 
and support groups, and understands the 
complex and often long-term consequences of 
losing one’s spouse. Dr. Fleischer holds a PhD 
in Clinical Psychology, an MS in Psychology 
from Yeshiva University and a BA from Emory 
University.

Dr. Libby Robbins earned a BA from Kirkland 
College in 1977. She earned a master’s degree 
in special education from Columbia University 
Teachers College in 1981. Dr. Robbins has 
taught preschool and spent three years as a 
teacher/play therapist at a therapeutic nursery 
school for emotionally disturbed children in New Rochelle, NY. She 
received an MSW from Catholic University and a PhD from The 
Clinical Social Work Institute. She worked in private practice for 
18 years. Currently, Dr. Robbins treats children, adolescents, and 
adults with a variety of mental health problems, including anxiety, 
depression, mood disorders, and behavioral difficulties.
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CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE 
Monthly donations received in the office from August 1 – October 31, 2022

ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My uncle, JACK CHERNOW, from Anita Cohen
My grandmother, SARAH CHERNOW, from Anita 
Cohen
My mother-in-law, ROSE COHEN, from Anita 
Cohen
TOBY FELDMAN, mother of Sheri Cerny, from 
Sheri & David Cerny
My father, DR. STANLEY I. GOODHART, from Ilene 
Cohen
PEARL HENDIN, mother of Linda Harber, from 
Linda & Harlan Harber
FRAN JACKSON, mother of Karan Robinson, from 
Karan & Steve Robinson
My mother, EVELYN GRABER KLAYTON, from 
Ronald Klayton
NATHAN S. NACKMAN, father of Barbara 
Waldman, from Barbara & Jeffry Waldman
My mother, RUTH NEBELKOPF, from Anita Cohen
In memory of:
IRVING BASS, grandfather of David Bass, from 
Janet & David Polak
SYDNEY BLASKEY, father of Sandie Blaskey 
Dorfman, from Sondra & Gerald Dorfman
THOMAS LINDSEY, father of Janet Lindsey 
Klayton, from Janet Lindsey Klayton & Ronald 
Klayton
PAUL RUBIN, father of Hilary Malyn , from Paula 
and Jay Yass 
In honor of:
JOEL NATHANSON, from Barbara Glick
In appreciation of:
JOSH WINSTON’S kindness and assistance in 
preparing for shiva minyan for my mother, from 
Patti & Alan Brownstein

BEECC FAMILIES-IN-CRISIS FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My brother, LEO KAZHOKIN, from Sophia 
Kurtsman
My father, MOSHE KAZHOKIN, from Sophia 
Kurtsman

BUILDING FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My father, AARON PERETZ, from Myrna 
Feigenbaum

EBSTEIN-MAGUN ISRAEL QUEST FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My father, LEON REIF, from Martin Reif

FAYE GOTTLIEB CASCIO EDUCATION FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My grandfather, RICHARD DUBRON, from Allison 
Deur

GENERAL FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My mother, HARRIET ABZUG, from Jesse L. Abzug
My father, ZELEG BEREZ, from Rhoda Abzug 
ALAN BERLIN, father of Lyle Berlin, from Aviva & 
Lyle Berlin
EMANUEL “MANNY” BURDACK, father of Gail 
Shor and grandfather of Rachel, Joel and Jess, 
from Gail Shor
My brother, ROBERT SEID, from Howard Seid
In memory of:
MELVIN SALTZ, father of Susan & Shawn Dilles, 
from Robyn & Stan Feuerberg
FLORRI LISS, sister of Patti Brownstein, from Lila 
& Lou Tinkoff
ROSALIE LISS, mother of Patti Brownstein, from 
Lila & Lou Tinkoff
In appreciation of:
JAMIE PAUL and GWEN SLOAN’S assistance in the 
Rosh Hashanah preschool service, from Robyn 
Feuerberg
Thank you to Joy and Gabriel Walsh for their 
donation to the General Fund 

KITCHEN FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
NATHAN ROSENTHAL, father of Joanne Levine, 
from Joanne & Paul Levine
MILTON MALYN, father of Neil Malyn, from Hilary 
& Neil Malyn

MARILYN ROSENBERG MEMORIAL FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My sister-in-law, BARBARA SCHECTER, from Irving 
Rosenberg
My cousin, SHEILA NATHAN, from Irving 
Rosenberg

MEGAN MIRIAM BERMAN YOUTH FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
BESSIE BERMAN, mother of Stephen Berman, 
from Judith & Stephen Berman

My father, MARK BERMAN, from Benjamin I. 
Berman 
MARK B. BERMAN, father of Stephen Berman, 
from Judith & Stephen Berman
LOUISE LEFFERT, mother of Judith Berman, from 
Judith & Stephen Berman
RITTY MARGULIES, grandmother of Josh Peters, 
great-grandmother of Brooke and Layla Peters, 
from Shauna & Josh Peters
In honor of:
JUDY AND STEVE BERMAN’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY, 
from Benjamin I. Berman

MILTON & SHIRLEY WEINER  
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND

In memory of:
RUTH TURKANIS, mother of Michael, Barry, Joan 
and Dick Turkanis, from Robert Seidenberg and 
Janet Rothman

ONEG/KIDDUSH FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
ANITA BAKER, mother of Steve Baker, from 
Kathleen & Stephen Baker
In honor of 
JIMMY STLUKA’S birthday, from Suzanne Goldlust
PETER STLUKA’S birthday, from Suzanne Goldlust
SUZANNE GOLDLUST’S birthday, from Suzanne 
Goldlust
HOWARD and LINDA EISINGER’S anniversary, 
from Linda & Howard Eisinger
HOWARD EISINGER’S Birthday, from Linda & 
Howard Eisinger

PAULA COMER SLAVSKY BEECC FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
JULIUS POLANSKY, from Diane & Jim Norman
In honor of: 
The marriage of BENJAMIN MIHAL and JULIA 
BLUMENTHAL, from Paula & Stephen Slavsky
The marriage of BECCA WALDMAN and JAYSON 
HIRSCHMAN, from Paula & Stephen Slavsky
The birth of SAMUEL CORDEIRO, son of Liz and 
Josh Cordeiro and grandson of Marty and Debbie 
Zelman, from Jamie & Martin Paul

PRAYER BOOK FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My mother, GERTRUDE PEREZ, from Myrna 
Feigenbaum

Cont’d on p. 14 >

Updated ad!
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SHOFAR HANUKKAH RECIPE: 
WAFFLE MAKER LATKES

1. Place potato, onion and salt in a large bowl. Transfer to a 
colander over a medium bowl. Let drain about 15 minutes. 

2. Preheat an electric waffle iron to high. Liberally coat the hot 
waffle iron with olive oil cooking spray. 

3. Squeeze the potato mixture, a handful at a time, over the 
bowl to release excess moisture (don’t oversqueeze—some 
moisture should remain). Discard the liquid and return the 
potato mixture to the bowl. Stir in egg and pepper. 

4. Place a heaping tablespoon of the potato mixture in each 
quadrant and spread each to a 2-inch-wide circle. Close the 
lid and cook the latkes until golden brown, 6-8 minutes. 
Repeat with the remaining mixture.

2 cups (8 oz.) shredded russet 
potato

½ cup shredded sweet onion
½ teaspoon salt

1 large egg, lightly beaten
¼ teaspoon ground pepper
Olive oil cooking spray

CBE’S BIKE CLUB– EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

We ride on Sundays when Religious School is in 
session, beginning at 9:30 AM. Look for us in the CBE 
parking lot. Sponsored by the Beth Emeth Men’s Club. 

#
CORNERSTONES COAT CLOSET NEEDS YOUR COATS!
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PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of: 
The marriage of HILLARY HIRSCH and DANIEL 
LAKIN, from the following families: Judy & Richard 
Bergman, Robyn & Stan Feuerberg, Janet & David 
Polak, and Paula & Stephen Slavsky 
The marriage of BEN MIHAL, son of Cheryl and 
Jim Mihal and grandson of Anita Cohen, to JULIA 
BLUMENTHAL from Janet & David Polak

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
ABRAHAM BARBASH, from Susan Barbash & 
Brian Allen
My cousin, JOSEF DUCHOVNY, from Alina Kirshon-
Goldman 
NORMA EISINGER, mother of Howard Eisinger, 
from Linda & Howard Eisinger
My grandfather, MORRIS HECHT, from Terry 
Swartz
FRANCES IMMERMAN, mother of Perry 
Immerman, from Debbie & Perry Immerman
SHALOM IMMERMAN, father of Perry Immerman, 
from Debbie & Perry Immerman 
HARRY LOWE, grandfather of Susan Barbash, 
from Susan Barbash & Brian Allen
ALBERT POLAK, father of David Polak, from Janet 
& David Polak
My mother, AUGUSTA ROSENTHAL, from Richard 
Rosenthal
JEANETTE SIEGAL, mother of Debbie Immerman, 
from Debbie & Perry Immerman
My beloved father, EBEN SMITH, from Gary Smith
ABA WARD, father of Sarita Kaplan, from Sarita & 
Larry Kaplan
In memory of:
REVA BELLE KRAMER, mother of Elaine Ticatch, 
from Anita Behn
My mother, DOLORES SCHWARTZ, from Sheri 
Holzel

In appreciation of: 
RABBI WARNER’S kind assistance, from Patti & 
Alan Brownstein
RABBI WARNER leading our High Holiday Services 
from Jan and Hank Pohl
Thank you to Samuel Supnick for his donation to 
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. 

RABBI STEVE & ANDREA GLAZER 
ELDERCARE ASSISTANCE FUND 

To mark the yahrzeit of:
My grandfather, HIAM BITCHATCHO, from Eric 
Weinstein
EDWIN BLECKER, father of Mark Blecker, from 
Lisa & Mark Blecker
FREDA BLECKER, mother of Mark Blecker, from 
Lisa & Mark Blecker
ISIDORE DASHER, grandfather of Lisa Blecker, 
from Lisa & Mark Blecker
My mother, LILY M. LEOPOLD, from Estelle 
Guttman
GAIL MIHAL, sister of Jim Mihal, from Jim, Cheryl, 
Ben and Matt Mihal
STEPHEN MIHAL, father of Jim Mihal, from Jim 
and Cheryl Mihal and family 
BETH SLAVSKY, mother of Stephen Slavsky, from 
Paula & Stephen Slavsky
My father, EDWARD WEINSTEIN, from Eric 
Weinstein
My grandmother, ETHEL R. WEINSTEIN, from Eric 
Weinstein 
In memory of:
FLORRI LISS, sister to Patti Brownstein, from Judy 
& Richard Bergman
ROSALIE LISS, mother of Patti Brownstein, from 
Judy & Richard Bergman
SAMUEL NEBELKOPF, grandfather of Judy 
Bergman, from Judy & Richard Bergman
PAUL RUBIN, father of Hilary Malyn, from Judy & 
Richard Bergman

In appreciation of: 
RABBI STEVE GLAZER, from Julia Blumenthal

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of: 
HILLARY HIRSCH AND DANIEL LAKIN’s WEDDING, 
from Leslie & Erford Porter

TORAH FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My mother-in-law, RACHEL BOROVOY, from 
Yelena Borovoy
My sister, EMMA UNGURYAN, from Semyon 
Kurtsman

ZELMAN CANTORIAL FUND
To mark the yahrzeit of:
MORTON RUBIN, grandfather of Paul Levine, from 
Joanne & Paul Levine
In memory of:
ANITA BESALEL CANO, mother of Samuel Besalel, 
from Debbie and Marty Zelman
SUSANNAH (SUSIE) GELBART, sister of Rabbi Mina 
Goldsmith, from Debbie and Marty Zelman
ROSALIE LISS, mother of Patti Brownstein, from 
Debbie and Marty Zelman
MELVIN SALTZ, father of Susan Dilles, from 
Debbie and Marty Zelman
TOM STLUKA, from Judy & Richard Bergman
TOM STLUKA, from Debbie and Marty Zelman
In honor of: 
The birth of SAMUEL HARRIS KALANI CORDEIRO, 
son of Liz & Josh Cordeiro and grandson of 
Debbie & Marty Zelman from the following 
families: Judy and Richard Bergman, Jan & Hank 
Pohl, and Janet & David Polak
Thank you to Debbie & Perry Immerman for the 
donation to the Zelman Cantorial Fund. 

CONTRIBUTIONS (Cont’d from p. 20)

These are the currently available Board-designated funds. Fund descriptions and online form are available at bethemeth.org/contributions-funds.

Date: _____  From: ____________________________   $ Enclosed: ______   Fund:__________________

o To Mark the Yahrzeit of:    o In Memory of:     o In Honor of:    o In Appreciation of:    o Speedy Recovery to:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Send Acknowledgement to: ________________________________________________________________    

Acts of Loving Kindness Fund
Adult Program Fund
BEECC Families-in-Crisis Fund
Building Fund
Ebstein-Magun Israel Quest Fund
Faye Gottlieb Cascio Education Fund
General Fund
Keruv Fund

Kitchen Fund
Library Fund
Marilyn Rosenberg Memorial Fund
Megan Miriam Berman Youth Fund
Milton & Shirley Weiner  
   Scholar-in-Residence Fund
Oneg/Kiddush Fund
Paula Comer Slavsky BEECC Fund

Prayer Book Fund
President’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Steve & Andrea Glazer     
   Eldercare Fund
Religious Articles Fund
Scholarship Fund
Security Fund

Sisterhood Camp Cash Fund
Sisterhood Megan’s Muse Fund
Torah for Tots Fund
Torah Fund
Zelman Cantorial Fund

To honor or memorialize your loved one, 
fill out this form and return it to the 
office. Please make checks payable to 
Congregation Beth Emeth. A minimum 
contribution of $18 is required for a 
notification to be sent. All contributions will 
be acknowledged in The Shofar unless you 
check here: o Anonymous donation

Make a Donation: 
#
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Great Falls’ New Senior Living Community is Now Open!

Discover an active senior living community with advanced resident safety 
technology, inviting front porch with fire pit, rustic-inspired pub, and more.

Hurry, apartments are going fast! Schedule a tour today!
703.223.5226

TheResidenceAtColvinRun.com

   

NATIONAL 
FUNERAL HOME • MEMORIAL PARK 

> KING DAVID MEMORIAL GARDENS < 

FALLS CHURCH

NationalFH-MP.com

The cost of living keeps going up.

The cost of your funeral doesn’t have to.

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now 
and your cost will be locked in.

Proudly serving the Jewish faith in Falls Church since 1933.  
Call 703-560-4400 to speak with an associate today.

Updated ad!
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Licensed Agents: Dinta Patel, Lea Wiggins, Barbara Waldman*,  
Jon Katz*, Kimberly Hartsoe, Laura O’Connor, Craig DuBois

Your Trusted Source for Insurance



Congregation Beth Emeth
12523 Lawyers Road
Herndon, VA 20171

Rabbi: Warner Ferratier 
President: Ellyn Hirsch
Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism
703.860.4515 x101
www.bethemeth.org (email info@bethemeth.org)

CBE

 

Trust your heart to the very best.

Virginia Heart is the region’s premier cardiovascular group.  
With over 40 expert physicians in 9 locations throughout Northern Virginia, 
you have access to some of the top cardiovascular specialists in the area.

For Appointments Call: 703.621.4501

Check us out on Social Media too!

Stuart E. Sheifer, MD, FACC Robert A. Shor, MD, FACC

DECEMBER 2022 
Hanukkah Boutique/”Holy” Hanukkah 
Happening! 2
President’s Message/Zachor Torah Lives! 
Holocaust Torah Rededication Shabbat 3
Festival of Lights/There’s a Psalm for That! 4
The Torah of the Past, Present and Future/
Welcome New Board Member 5
Hazak-Adult Education/Citrus Sale 6
Welcome New Members/Food for  
Thought – and Action  7
Music to Our Ears Shabbat/Opportunities  
to Celebrate and Show Your Support 8
School News/Bat Mitzvah/High Holiday  
Thank Yous 9
Sisterhood/Book Club/Hiking Club 10
Social Action/The Closet/Knitting & Crochet 
Club/Mah Jongg Cards 11
Youth & Community Engagement 12
House & Facilities/Food Service 13
Around CBE/Widow-Widower Group 14
Contributions from Thoughtful People 15
Hanukkah Recipe/Coat Drive/Bike Club 16
Donation Form 17


