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UPCOMING EVENTS
VaxFest – Sunday, July 31, 10 AM - 2 PM. For 
everyone 3 years and up

Tisha B’Av – 
Saturday, August 6, 9:15 - 10:15 PM. 
Ma’ariv and Havdalah services

Sunday, August 7, 9:00 - 11:00 AM. Torah 
service and study session

Jewish Community Day at Nats Park - 
Sunday, August 28, 1:35 PM game time. Info 
at bethemeth.org/event/nats-park

Annual Appeal Kickoff Event – Sunday, 
September 11. See back cover for info

10:00 AM - Continental breakfast with 
guest speaker Eric Gray

11:30 AM - Early arrival for preschool  
families

12:00 PM - The party really begins!

Sisterhood’s Summer Cocktail Party – 
Thursday, September 15

FROM THE RABBI:

APPRECIATING THE SIGNPOSTS
It’s great to finally be here! I’m writing this on my second official day in the office, but I 
hope that by the time you read this, I’ll be well on my way to feeling settled in! I hope 
that by the time you’re reading this I’ve had a chance to meet most of you, and that 
if I haven’t, you’ll take advantage of services, and the many events surrounding the 
beginning of school and the approaching High Holidays to introduce yourself (or will 
otherwise make and appointment!).  

Back when I was teaching, this time of year was filled with stress. I would see the 
back-to-school commercials and start worrying about the new school year. I would 
receive the calendar of up-coming teacher-training, and the schedule of required 
meetings. Even though I loved my job, I resented the intrusion into summer vacation.  

Looking back, though, I realize that all of these little signs built into the schedule 
were actually helpful. Each time I saw a back-to-school commercial it helped me to 
start transitioning from the complacency of summer into the anticipation, and then 
urgency, of the school year. By the time my students showed up on the first day of 
school, I felt prepared and ready to meet them. I always felt a little sorry for some of 
my colleagues who managed to ignore all of those signs, and then were often mentally 
and emotionally unprepared to go back to school. They would often have to stay up all 
night to make sure that they were ready for the first day, and they would start the year 
already tired.  

The High Holidays are somewhat similar. Every year, when I walk into Synagogue on 
Erev Rosh Hashannah or on Yom Kippur, I hear someone say “I can’t believe how 
quickly the holidays came up! I just don’t feel ready!” I can sympathize, but the truth is 
that the Jewish Calendar has many built-in signposts to help us get ready.  

Tisha b’Av to me is the first sign. Since it’s the only full fast on the calendar apart from 
Yom Kippur, it reminds me that I need to start thinking about the other fast. I don’t need 
to get to excited, I just need to make sure it’s on the radar. What can I do improve myself 
over the next several weeks? Which goals have I accomplished this year? What can I feel 
proud about? What do I still need to accomplish? This year we’ll be having service both 
Saturday night and Sunday morning, so it’s another opportunity to come in!

Rosh Chodesh Elul (Saturday, August 27th) lets us know that we’re only a (Hebrew) 
month away. The daily blast of the shofar at minyan tells us that each day, we’re getting 
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TIME FOR HONEY FROM THE HEART!
Wish family, friends and business associates a sweet and happy 
New Year with a jar of honey!
These 8-oz. jars of delicious kosher honey 
arrive in time for Rosh Hashanah, and include 
a personalized card from you wishing the 
recipient a Happy New Year and letting them 
know a donation has been made in their 
honor to Congregation Beth Emeth.

Cost: $13.00 per jar. Info: https://bethemeth.org/honey.  
September 1 – last day to order for guaranteed delivery by Rosh 
Hashanah. The honey sale ends October 7.

Saturday, August 6, 9:15 - 10:15 PM, Havdalah & reading 
of Eichah (the book of Ecclesiastes). Bring a flashlight or 
charged-up cellphone, and dress comfortably to sit on the 
carpet in the dark as we mourn the destruction of the Temple. 

Sunday, August 7, 9:00 - 11:00 AM, Tisha B’Av torah service 
and study session. Tisha b’Av is a day of national mourning 
for the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, but what was 
its cause? Was the destruction an act of collective (national) 
punishment, or individual punishment? Was it the result of 
individual or collective sins? Come learn this passage from the 
Talmud, in which the rabbis tell us their version of the events, 
and see if we can answer these questions

To learn more, watch Rabbi Warner’s video at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Elyl7VNY7Ks.

Tisha B’Av 5782

I am writing this article from an airplane on the way to Israel.  
This is my fourth Israel trip, yet a very exciting one.  Bill and 
I are traveling with, Jodi our oldest daughter, Steven her 
husband, Ari (12) and Ilan (10).  The anticipation of seeing Israel 
and the history of the Jewish people through the eyes of my 
grandsons is truly exhilarating.  

This started me thinking about leadership by Jews, but also 
leadership in a Jewish way, according to Judaic principles 
and values. Not surprisingly, Judaism’s wisdom on effective 
leadership is diverse and complex. The Hebrew word for 
leadership is man’hiygut. It derives from the root found in the 
word “behavior.” For Judaism, effective leadership is not about 
position; it is about behavior and action. 

I am surrounded by an extremely talented Board of Directors 
and Officers.  I look forward to what we will be able to 
accomplish with our community in the upcoming year, but I 
(we) also need your help.  I am asking every member to help 
me lead our community.  Each of us has unique talents and 
abilities.  I am asking each of you to use your unique talent to 
the best of your ability to help make Beth Emeth a remarkable 
community.  When our ancestors, wandering in the desert, 
built the first Tabernacle, each person was assigned a task 
suitable to their abilities. No one was asked to do more than 
they were able. 
     
This is what I am asking of you, the members of our 
community.  We are in this together and we are all volunteers. 
Myself, I have volunteered my efforts to Beth Emeth as my 
way to “thank” God for all the blessings in my life and to set 

an example for my children, actions speak louder than words. 
And I must thank my husband and my family.  I could not do 
what I do without their loving support for all these many years. 
It has truly shaped my daughters’ lives as students and adults.  
Volunteering helps build a more cohesive, safer, stronger 
community, and increases the social networks between 
cohorts.  It increases partnerships between the board and our 
community members. Stepping in means you will be “in the 
room where it happens” becoming part of the decision-making 
processes and effecting outcomes.

In my view, our congregation has four major functions: Ritual 
& spiritual; Educational; Social, and Business. I ask each of you 
to assess your talents and interests and then collaborate with 
me to find the committee or project at Beth Emeth that will 
be the right fit of time, interest, and energy for you. It will be a 
gratifying MITZVAH.

If you have questions or want to better understand what the 
leadership is doing and why, please do not hesitate to reach out 
to me at president@bethemeth.org. Please ask your questions 
as they arise, ask them often, ask them all year round, and by 
doing so they are more likely to have a timely impact on the 
matters at hand. I am happy to talk with you over tea, at CBE, 
or at any time/place that is convenient for you. No need to wait 
for the annual meeting or a special forum. 

“None of us, including me, ever do great things. But we can 
all do small things, with great love, and together we can do 
something wonderful.” – Mother Teresa

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  Ellyn Hirsch (president@bethemeth.org)

Cover photos: Top - Members of Sisterhoods from around the DMV met at 
Riverbend Park for a hike on Juneteenth. Center - New members Carl & Myrna 
Feigenbaum, Executive Director David Bass and Tom Brancato at the Steak & 
Salmon Dinner; Bottom - Rabbi Warner, Stan Bernsteen, Josh Winston and 
Susan Berger, photographing the Robinson Torah to help readers practice.

SECURITY TRAINING FOR CBE MEMBERS AND STAFF 
August date TBD - watch your email! All encouraged to attend, 

especially if you act as greeter or usher at services. 
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SJMETHING TO KVELL ABOUT
Zach Moskowitz was recently 
promoted to the role of Beth Emeth’s 
Engagement and Youth Director 
to help meet the needs of all of Beth Emeth’s 
diverse congregants. “I grew up in the halls of 
Beth Emeth,” said Zach. “From BEECC through 
Confirmation, Beth Emeth was my second home. I 
was an active member of Kadima and USY, making 
lifelong friends along the way.” In his four years 
as Youth Director, Zach planned many successful 

congregational events. His warm and dynamic personality 
continues to engage the entire congregation. Yasher koach to Zach 
for a well-deserved promotion! 

MAZAL TOV TO 
Diane & Mark Novick on the birth of their grandson Asher Sam 
Novick, born June 25th to Rabbi Sarah Krinsky & Rabbi Daniel 
Novick. 
Debbie & Marty Zelman on the birth of their grandson Samuel 
Harris Kalani Cordeiro, born on July 11th to Liz & Josh Cordeiro.

CONDOLENCES TO
Elaine Ticatch on the death of her mother Reva-Belle Kramer, 
grandmother of Eli, Micah, and Avi. 
CBE Executive Director David Bass on the death of his grandfather 
Irving Bass. 

A
ROUND CBE

JCCNV WIDOW/WIDOWER SUPPORT GROUP@CBE 
A FREE monthly support group sponsored by the Pozez JCC of 
Northern VA, for anyone who has recently or not-so-recently 
lost a husband, wife, or partner. Join us for an open forum for 
frank discussion, with a focus on grief, bereavement 
and continuing on after great loss. Upcoming 
meeting (in person): Tuesday, August 16, 5:15 - 6:30 
PM. For info, please contact Shari Berman,  
shari.berman@thej.org .

closer and the urgency increases. What promises did I make 
which I still need to fulfill? What goals do I need to set for 
the coming year? What can I realistically do before the High 
Holidays arrive? 

The High Holiday mailings and announcements from CBE, 
although not on the ritual calendar, still tell us that we need 
to get our acts together and make specific plans. Who am I 
planning to invite to observe with me this year? Who might 
have experienced a loss and need a meal or an invitation to sit 
together at services?  

Selichot (Saturday, September 17th) tells us that we have 
only a week to go. What promises am I not going to be able 
to fulfill? Which failures require a personal apology? Which 
require soul searching? Which ones require forgiveness from 
others? Which ones require forgiveness from myself? Where 
can my tzedakah be most effectively and appropriately given?  

If we use these opportunities wisely, we can enter the High 
Holidays ready for the serious soul-work that they demand. We 
can be ready to face God, each other, and ourselves ready to 
ask forgiveness and start the New Year.  

I look forward to making this journey with you. 

Rabbi Warner

SIGNPOSTS (Cont’d from p. 1)

MOVING FORWARD WITH SOCIAL ACTION
by Rich Weisman and Joy Walsh, co-chairs

We are thankful for the opportunity to serve as the new 
co-chairs of the Social Action Committee and we look forward 
to working with our fellow committee members to continue 
the good work this committee performs throughout the year. 
A big shout-out to past-chair Patty Goldblatt for helping us 
come up to speed with committee activities. The SAC will be 
busy again this year with many activities including organizing 
meals and helping to provide food and other necessities 
for those in our community who are less fortunate. We are 
planning an initial get-together in August (stay tuned for the 
date!) and we welcome all synagogue members to join us if 
you’d like to learn more and get involved.

HIGH HOLIDAYS ARE COMING SOON!
We’re looking forward to celebrating 
the Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
Sukkot & Simchat Torah with you. At 
Shofar press time, planning for quite 
a few special events is in progress. 
All the information will be available 

the second week of August at http://bethemeth.org/
high-holidays, when we’ll send out a special email. In the 
meantime, if you have questions while planning any family 
holiday arrangements, please email office@bethemeth.org. 

SISTERHOOD
Please watch for info about our upcoming events:
Summer Cocktail Party – Thursday, September 15
Paid-up Luncheon – Sunday, November 6. 

Book Club will meet Tuesday, August 2 to discuss Song of the Jade 
Lily, by Kirsty Manning. Info: bethemeth.org/sisterhood-book-club.

To join Sisterhood, check the box when you renew your Beth Emeth 
membership, contact Sandy at sisterhood@bethemeth.org, or go to 
www.bethemeth.org/sisterhood-membership. 
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Congregation Beth Emeth
12523 Lawyers Road
Herndon, VA 20171
Rabbi: Warner Ferratier 
President: Ellyn Hirsch
Affiliated with the United Synagogue  
of Conservative Judaism
703.860.4515 x101
www.bethemeth.org (email info@bethemeth.org)

CBE

These stories are a tribute to why 
baseball remains the American 
pastime, how it connects 
friends, families, communities. 
These memories all have 
baseball as a setting, but speak 
to how baseball provides joy 
and anguish, nourishes family 
traditions, creates friendships, 
and can profoundly affect you.

Religious School Teachers Wanted for 
2022-23 – Are you energetic, patient 
and dependable? Familiar with Hebrew? 
Passionate about Judaism? Email relschool@
bethemeth.org or call (703) 860-4515x112.

Friday evening services are now held 
in-person as well as on Zoom every week 
beginning at 8:00 PM. Shabbat shalom!

REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Our first ever Citrus Fruit sale starts 
September 12th! Healthful, delicious Florida 
citrus will be delivered direct to your door in 
time for Thanksgiving and Hanukkah! 

Congrega�on Beth Emeth is hos�ng a full day of events to celebrate and welcome Rabbi Warner to our 

synagogue.  We are also pu�ng out the red carpet to introduce David Bass (our new Execu�ve Director) 

and Jocelyn Dorfman (our new BEECC Director).  This spectacular event will also serve as a kickoff of our 

Annual Appeal.  And….it's the first day of Religious School and the beginning of an exci�ng year for all 

of our students.  COME HELP US CELEBRATE our very special Beth Emeth community. 

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1111  

99::0000  AM: SSuunnddaayy  MMoorrnniinngg  MMiinnyyaann  lleedd  bbyy  RRaabbbbii  WWaarrnneerr    

1100::0000-1111::3300 AM: CCoonn��nneennttaall  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  wwiitthh  GGuueesstt  SSppeeaakkeerr,,  EErriicc  GGrraayy,,  AAuutthhoorr  ooff  
BBaacckkyyaarrddss  ttoo  BBaallllppaarrkkss  

1111::3300  AM: EEaarrllyy  aarrrriivvaall  ffoorr  pprreesscchhooooll  ffaammiilliieess  ((bbeeffoorree  tthhee  llaarrggee  ccrroowwddss))    

1122::0000  PM: Thhee  ppaarrttyy  rreeaallllyy  bbeeggiinnss, wwiitthh  aacc��vvii��eess,,  ffoooodd,,  mmuussiicc,,  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree  ffoorr  aallll  
ccoonnggrreeggaannttss  aaggeess  00--110000..  

Please watch your emails and synagogue announcements in the coming weeks for 
more details about this special day.  We look forward to seeing everyone!    

Sunday, September 11
CBE is hosting a full day of events to celebrate and welcome Rabbi Warner to our 
synagogue. We will also formally welcome David Bass (our new Executive Director) 
and Jocelyn Dorfman (our new BEECC Director). This spectacular event will also 
serve as a kickoff of our Annual Appeal. And ... it’s the first day of Religious School 
and the beginning of an exciting year for all of our students. COME HELP US 
CELEBRATE our very special Beth Emeth community:

• 9:00 AM: Sunday morning minyan led by Rabbi Warner
• 10:00-11:30 AM: Continental breakfast with guest speaker Eric Gray,  

author of Backyards to Ballparks
• 11:30 AM: Early arrival for preschool families (before the large crowds)
• 12:00 PM: The party really begins, with activities, food, music, and 

much more for all congregants ages 0-100.

Please watch your email and announcements in the coming weeks for more details 
about this special day. We look forward to seeing everyone!

  

 

This is a book about folks' experiences with baseball on many diverse levels. The book, Backyards to Ballparks: More  Personal 
Baseball Stories from the Stands and Beyond is published by Palmetto Publishing, and will be available at Amazon.com, 
BN.com, and other online retailers in August 2022. 

“Eric’s books connect the generations...he is recording the history of the game from a different and badly needed perspective: 
that of the learned fan.” — Jon Leonoudakis, Baseball Historian and Filmmaker 
 
From the back cover 
“What is your favorite memory connected to baseball?” is the simple question asked by author Eric Gray that launched the 
book Bases to Bleachers, a collection of personal memories. With over 1250 tales collected from around the world, it became 
evident that one volume of stories would not be enough. And they kept coming. Backyards to Ballparks: More Personal 
Baseball Stories From the Stands and Beyond is the second volume. The stories are all different…but the heart and soul of the 
book are the same. They all have in common that tribute to why baseball remains the American pastime, how it connects 
friends, families, communities. These memories, often more human interest than play-of-game in nature, all have baseball as 
a setting, but speak to how baseball provides joy and anguish, nourishes family traditions, creates friendships and can 
profoundly affect you. Whether the stories are about befriending Hank Aaron because of a mixed music tape, catching or not 
catching that prized ball, re-telling the memory your grandpa passed down to you, or finding out some life-changing news 
while at a game, these are stories that will make you laugh, or tear up, and allow you to remember similar events in your life. 
If you like baseball – great. If you don’t, it doesn’t matter. You will love these stories. Little Leagues to the Big Leagues, you will 
find them all in Backyards to Ballparks.  
   
Author Bio 
Eric Gray is originally from Plainview, New York, and earned his Bachelor of Arts from SUNY New Paltz. In 1974, he came to 
San Francisco, began a thirty-nine-year career at the U.S. Department of Labor, met his future wife Lynn Rhodes, and never 
moved back to New York. His hobbies include rock and roll, following politics, playing and watching baseball and basketball, 
hiking, and hanging out with friends and family. He and his wife have two children, Rachel and David. All are baseball fans. 

Backyards to Ballparks: 
More Personal Baseball 
Stories from the Stands 
and Beyond by Eric C. Gray –
These stories are a tribute to 
why baseball remains the 
American pastime, how it 
connects friends, families, 
communities. These memories 
all have baseball as a setting, but 
speak to how baseball provides 
joy and anguish, nourishes family 
traditions, creates friendships, 
and can profoundly affect you. 


