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UPCOMING EVENTS

WELCOME!

David Paley Memorial Game Night 
 Saturday, July 24, 5:30 PM 

Tisha B’Av Program – Save the Date!
 Saturday, August 6

Annual Appeal Kickoff Event – Save the 
Date! 
 Sunday, September 11

David Bass, Executive Director
Please welcome David Bass. David brings experience 
in Jewish organizations and non-profit management, 
as well as fresh ideas and a “let’s do it” perspective. 
“I am so excited to serve CBE as Executive Director! 
Our vision – to be a vibrant, inspirational and beloved 
synagogue – will provide the direction for our work. 
I look forward to getting to know each family and 

working side by side with our dedicated staff as we continue to grow 
the congregation.” Email David at davidb@bethemeth.org, call him at 
(703) 860-4515 ext 106, or stop by to say hello!

Jocelyn Dorfman, BEECC Director
We are also thrilled to welcome Jocelyn Dorfman as 
our new BEECC Director. Jocelyn joins us with great 
experience in several Jewish preschools, and we’re 
looking forward to another wonderful year at BEECC 
with Jocelyn at the helm! Email Jocelyn at jocelyn@
bethemeth.org, or call her at (703) 860-4515 ext 115. 

FROM THE RABBI:

A NEW BEGINNING AT CBE 
Shalom! It is a pleasure to be starting at CBE! I look forward to getting to 
know everyone in the weeks, months, and years ahead of us. After months of 
anticipation, it is wonderful to finally be moved to Northern Virginia, and to be 
settling down into a new home, a new community, and a new work environment. 

It might be July, but it almost feels like the beginning of a new school year at a 
new school. Just as at a new school one knows to expect a routine of classes, 
homework, tests, and extra-curricular activities, so I know I can expect a routine 
of services, holidays, lifecycle events, meetings, and programs. Just as one feels 
nervous about meeting new classmates and teachers, so I feel a little nervous 
about meeting the members, the lay leaders, and the staff.

Of course, I’m not the only one who is new. It is exciting to be starting at the 
same time as our new executive director, David Bass, and our new BEECC 
director, Jocelyn Dorfman. I hope that we will be able to work in partnership with 
each other and the other staff and volunteers who have done such a wonderful 
job of covering in the absence of a full-time rabbi and executive director.

Given that the three of us will be new together, I also ask for your patience as we 
get our feet underneath ourselves. We’ll be doing our best to get up to speed as 
quickly as possible, but there are likely to be some bumps and dropped balls as 
we learn how to serve the CBE community, and I beg for tolerance and sense of 
humor as we all get to know each other. I’d also like to be transparent that I am 
not very good with names. While I am good with faces (assuming they’re not 
covered by surgical masks!), I will almost certainly need multiple reminders of 
your name as I am getting settled. In fact, given that there are so many new faces 
among the staff at CBE, and so many members have had to be socially distant for 
so long, if we can turn wearing name tags into a regular habit, that might be best 
for everyone.

It might be the middle of the summer, and the synagogue is not necessarily on 
the top of everyone’s mind, but I hope you will all take advantage of summer 
services and summer programing to get know me and the other new faces! 

Happy Summer! 
Rabbi Warner
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FYI

Wow, sometimes I need to pinch myself to realize that what was only 
a vision in 1979, has now become our home and beloved community 
for 43 years. As a part of the 15 founding families of CBE, I now 
have the privilege and responsibility to lead the incoming Board of 
Directors and lay leadership team during this extremely exciting time 
of transition. 

We have met unprecedented challenges and we have weathered the 
storm. Many thanks to Rabbi Bruce Aft for helping us traverse a year 
of challenges. We are now stronger and more stable moving forward 
thanks to his guidance. 

I am truly excited about working with our incoming Board, made up 
of talented individuals from across our demographics. I am confident 
that we will lead Beth Emeth with a growth mindset, new ideas, 
transparency, and a strong commitment to a bright future. We have 
so much to be thankful for and to look forward to. 

We exuberantly welcome Rabbi Warner Ferratier who will provide 
new spiritual leadership and ritual guidance. We will strengthen 
our sacred community, create new personal connections, focus on 
lifelong learning, instill a deeper sense of belonging, and develop 
ritual activities that will build on our solid foundation. 

A hearty welcome to David Bass, our new Executive Director. David 
brings a variety of experiences from the non-profit world and 
educational settings. His thoughtful and warm approach will bring 
much to the leadership table. There will be many opportunities 
for you to meet David at congregational events over the next 
few months. We also welcome Jocelyn Dorfman, our new BEECC 
Director, and we look forward to a successful year with her vision 
and expertise. Feel free to stop by the building to introduce yourself 
to David and Jocelyn.

Please take the time to individually thank each of our valued staff 
members (James, Susan, Zach, Heather, Ellen, Renee, Ora, and 
Sheri) for “manning the fort” as we searched for our new executive 
director. Their dedication and resilience cannot be acknowledged 
enough. Your kind words will be appreciated and remind them of our 
gratitude for the work they have done to benefit our community. 

Our Religious School Restructuring Task Force, under the leadership 
of Shauna Peters, is working on identifying a new operational model 
for our school-age learners. Once the model is solidified, we will hire 
appropriate staff to bring the concept to fruition. For the 2022/23 

school year, we will have a team – Rabbi Warner, Zach Moskowitz, 
Gwen Sloan, Shauna Peters, Diane Lowenthal, and Ellyn Hirsch – 
working with School Committee and Sheri Levitan to move the 
school forward. Rest assured this is a high-priority effort.

Our Operating Model Task Force, led by Monica Epstein, is 
working to identify and recommend changes to our synagogue 
operating model. The task force members are reviewing operational 
components like dues and fee structures, potential revenue streams, 
and potential ways to monetize our facility. This analysis is on-going 
and will continue during this year. 

Our Constitution Task Force, under the leadership of Paul Levine, 
continues to review our governing documents for updates and 
changes. I anticipate forums to discuss the proposed changes and 
receive feedback from congregants prior to bringing changes forward 
for a vote. 

The Land Use Task Force has recommended the sale of a portion of 
our unused land adjacent to the parking lot. Approval was obtained 
at the Annual Meeting on June 12th. CBE will retain a portion of 
the 1.7 acres for our own use and sell the remaining acreage. The 
proceeds will help to replenish our capital funds and offer additional 
revenue to continue to improve existing physical structures.

Finally, I am planning to continue following the COVID science while 
moving ahead with normalizing our activities and adjusting our 
precautionary measures as conditions indicate. It was very exciting 
to see our community bustling with enthusiasm as 150 participants 
attended the May 22nd Summer Celebration event, chaired by 
Rachael Fineberg and her amazing team of volunteers. I am now 
looking forward to a year of events, under the leadership of Robyn 
Feuerberg, to introduce Rabbi Warner to our community.

The new fiscal year 2022/23 brings with it a new wisdom and resolve 
to overcome our circumstances. Please know that now more than 
ever, your Beth Emeth leadership is committed to trying new things, 
broadening our offerings, and pivoting as needed to anchor our 
spiritual lives in measurable, meaningful, and memorable ways. If 
there is something you would like to see offered, or if you’d like to 
be part of something, please reach out to me; I’d love to connect. 
Comments and questions, please reach out to me at president@
bethemeth.org at any time!  

Ellyn

TIME FOR HONEY FROM THE HEART!
Wish family, friends and business associates a sweet and  
happy New Year with a jar of honey!
These 8-oz. jars of delicious kosher honey arrive in 
time for Rosh Hashanah, and include a personalized 
card from you wishing the recipient a Happy New Year 
and letting them know a donation has been made in 
their honor to Congregation Beth Emeth.

Cost: $13.00 per jar. Our partner ORT will gladly ship 
orders to your recipients. For more information and to 
place your order, go to https://bethemeth.org/honey. 

Important dates to note:
August 1 - Last day to order with free shipping ($6.50 thereafter)
September 1 - Last day to order for guaranteed delivery by Rosh 
Hashanah
October 7 - Honey sale ends

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  Ellyn Hirsch (president@bethemeth.org)

The Food Service Committee is gearing up for a delicious 
and productive year ahead.  Be on the lookout for an 
Online Kitchen Shower to help outfit our beautiful ”new” 
kitchens. We are also looking forward to once again having 
Shabbat kiddushes, as well special events throughout the 
year. We look forward to serving our CBE community.  If 
you would like to join our committee, please contact Sheri 
Cerny and Jamie Paul at food-service@bethemeth.org.

COMMITTEE UPDATE

SUMMER CAMP CASH PROGRAM
Sisterhood offers “Camp Cash” grants to assist with Jewish 
camping experience or trip costs for children of Sisterhood 
members. The annual application date is July 31st. Go to 
www.bethemeth.org/camp-cash for the program details 
and application. 
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MARILYN ROSENBERG SISTERHOOD 
JUDAICA SHOP

Yes, we know it’s only July, but Rosh Hashanah will be here before you know it! 

Get your family ready for the High Holidays with a new tallit, head covering, candlesticks, challah tray or 
Kiddush cup. There are many wonderful items to choose from in our beautiful gift shop. We also have a 
wonderful selection of tallitot for upcoming b'nai mitzvot. Summertime is an excellent time to make those 
selections. 

Visit http://bethemeth.org/gift-shop-online or email gift-shop@bethemeth.org to arrange for an 
appointment. 

SISTERHOOD IS HERE FOR YOU!
Mazal tov and thank you to the 2022-23 Sisterhood Board:

President Sandy Brody
Vice President Lauren Pachman
Past President Shirley Gross
Treasurer Rita Fisher
Secretary Lynn Mayer
Membership Judy Rabinek
Social Valerie Cohen
Publicity Jennifer N.
Social Action Liaison Shari Berman
Camp Scholarships Lisa Langer
Torah Fund Joanne Levine
CBE Board Liaison Robyn Feuerberg
At Large Felice Schultz and Leslie Glaser
Non-Board Positions: 
Finance Committee Linda Eisinger and Jan Woodhead
Book Club Denise Dalsheim and Debbie Smith

To join Sisterhood, check the box when you renew your CBE 
membership, contact Sandy at sisterhood@bethemeth.org, or go to 
www.bethemeth.org/sisterhood-membership. Watch for info about 
upcoming events: Cocktail Party in August/September; Chocolate 
Party in October; Paid-up Luncheon in November .. and more!

Book Club will meet Tuesday, July 5 to discuss The Nesting Dolls, by 
Alina Adams. Info: bethemeth.org/sisterhood-book-club.

BAR YY MITZVAH
Noah Benjamin Wishkoff (Simcha Noah), son 
of Jill and Marc Wishkoff, will become a Bar 
Mitzvah on July 2nd. His sister Ava (18) and 
brother Shane (16) are also looking for ward 
to the celebration.

“My Torah portion is Korah,” said Noah. 
“It describes an uprising due to envy and 
jealousy of Moses and Aaron’s leadership of Israel. Becoming 
a Bar Mitzvah means a lot to me as it marks the beginning of 
being a Jewish adult.”

Noah is a rising 8th grader at Flint Hill School. He plays soccer, 
basketball and baseball, and he is a member of the Flint Hill 
Percussion Ensemble.

TODAH RABAH TO
Leslie Lesch for making a generous contribution to fund 
the Board Shabbat Kiddush (June 4).
All who helped with the many services and events 
around Shavuot and the wonderful luncheon honoring service 
leaders, readers and gabbaiim. Sponsors: Robyn & Stan Feuerberg, 
Claire Fine, Ellyn & Bill Hirsch, Denise & Dan Moldover, and Gail & 
Bob Shor. Chefs/helpers: Amy Feuerberg, Robyn Feuerberg, Ellyn 
Greenspan, Leslie Lesch, Joanne Levine, Jamie Paul and Gwen Sloan.
All who made the delicious Steak, Salmon, Whiskey & Wine 
Dinner (June 12) happen, especially Rob Shear, Dave Cohen, Russ 
Levitan and Jim Sloan. 
All who contributed generously to our Oneg/Kiddush fund        to 
celebrate June birthdays, anniversaries and other lifecycle events. 
The School Committee, led by Shauna Peters, for providing the 
luncheon and special gifts to honor our Religious School teachers.
Judy & Stephen Berman, Shari Hirsch and Rona Kravitz for once 
again organizing the Megan’s Muse Creative Arts program for the 
confirmation class.
The Membership and School Committees, led by Rachael Fineberg 
with support from Shauna Peters and Jodi Smith, for organizing 
the wonderful Summer Celebration (May 22), and to James 
Tackett whose help with this event was invaluable, and the 
Religious School parents who helped set up for the event.

CONDOLENCES TO
The congregation sadly mourns the loss of Scott Crane, husband 
of Rhonda Crane and father of Jordyn Crane and Parker Crane.
Greg Nossaman on the death of his mother Judith (Judi) 
Nossaman. 

A
ROUND CBE

Get ready for the High Holidays with a new tallit, head covering, 
candlesticks, challah tray or Kiddush cup. There are many 
wonderful items to choose from in our beautiful gift shop. We also 
have a wonderful selection of tallitot for upcoming b'nai mitzvah. 

Visit us online at http://bethemeth.org/gift-shop-online or email 
gift-shop@bethemeth.org to arrange for an appointment.

AND THE WINNER IS ...
The President’s Award is given each year to a 
volunteer who has contributed significantly 
over the long-term and is not a member of 
the Board. Mazal Tov to the 2022 President’s 
Award recipient, David Schreiber! 

David is recognized for his tireless efforts as 
an active member of the Ritual Committee 
and Hazak. He was instrumental in coordin- 
ating several of this year’s exceptional 
Hazak programs. He recently streamlined the 
Mishaberach list, and continues to serve as 
Tech Gabbai to keep remote service-goers and 
meeting goers connected. He leads services in 
person and virtually ... and so much more. A 
heartfelt thank you to David for his many years of 
service to CBE and for giving so much of his time 
and energy to our very appreciative community!

JCCNV WIDOW/WIDOWER SUPPORT GROUP@CBE 
A FREE monthly support group sponsored by 
the Pozez JCC of Northern VA, for anyone
who has recently or not-so-recently lost a
husband, wife, or partner. Join us for an open 
forum for frank discussion, with a focus on grief, 
bereavement and continuing on after great 
loss. Upcoming meetings (in person): Tuesdays, 
July 19 and August 16, 5:15 - 6:30 PM. For 
info, please contact shari.berman@thej.org
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Congregation Beth Emeth
12523 Lawyers Road
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Rabbi: Warner Ferratier 
President: Ellyn Hirsch
Affiliated with the United Synagogue  
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703.860.4515 x101
www.bethemeth.org (email info@bethemeth.org)

CBE

RABBI WARNER IS HERE!
By Robyn Feuerberg

So now when you call the synagogue
And press extension 104
You are going to hear a friendly voice
Coming from inside the Rabbi’s office door
 
Rabbi Warner has finally arrived
We are as excited as can be
He is here to guide us in our journey
Towards Jewish practices and our 
spirituality
 
How do you meet him?
Where will he be?
How will he get to recognize your name 
and face
It’s really quite easy
 
There is going to be a congregational 
gathering – Sunday, September 11 is  
the date

Food, fun and adventure  
for young and old
This party is sure to be 
enjoyable and absolutely 
great
 
Keep watching your emails
More information to come
But circle the date on your calendar
So you won’t miss any of the fun
 
In the meantime Rabbi Warner is very 
interested in getting to learn all about you
Your family, your interests, hobbies, 
activities and everything you like to do
Join us at Shabbat services – it’s really the 
place to be
A Kiddush afterwards to visit
And let Rabbi Warner enjoy your company.

Religious School Teachers Wanted for 
2022-23 – Are you energetic, patient 
and dependable? Familiar with Hebrew? 
Passionate about Judaism? Email relschool@
bethemeth.org or call (703) 860-4515x112.

CBE is fully open for business! Masks 
are optional in the building with a few 
exceptions, including BEECC and Religious 
School. Go to https://www.bethemeth.org/
covid-updates for complete info.

Cover photos: Top - BEECC Class of 2022 celebrates with their 
families; Center - Taking a vote at the annual meeting; Bottom -  
BEECC Class of 2022 on the bimah. This page: An evening of steak, 
salmon, whiskey and wine – and seeing each other again!

REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Tisha B’Av begins the evening of Saturday, 
August 6. Watch email for meaningful ways 
to observe this solemn holy day with CBE.

Join us at CBE on Saturday, July 24th starting 
at 5:30 pm for an amazing evening for all ages. 
Based on our huge success with last year’s David 
Paley Memorial Game Night, we will be hosting 
all types of games from Connect Four to Catan, 
Trouble to Ticket to Ride, Mario Kart to Monopoly 
and more. This event will be a pay-what-you-will, 
with proceeds split between supporting childhood 
cancer research and supporting our Youth 
Department.  We’re hoping to see you there!

Tisha 
B’Av


