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As we slowly re-open the building, we are 
holding certain services in person, with 

appropriate precautions and remote options. 
Please watch email or check bethemeth.org/
calendar to confirm events listed in this issue.

Cont’d on p. 16 > 

According to some people, Passover came early this year. Of 
course, Passover is always exactly on time – on the Hebrew 
calendar. And the way Hebrew months of Nisan and Iyyar  
fall this year, there is at least one Jewish holiday or 
observance (besides Shabbat) in three of the four weeks of 
the month of April.

The progression is always fascinating to me. The first week 
of April we will complete our annual Passover celebration, 
in which we rejoice in our people’s freedom from slavery 
in Egypt in order to serve God. Less than a week after we 
conclude our festive Passover celebration, we mark one 
of the saddest days on the entire Jewish calendar – Yom 
Ha-Shoah – Holocaust Remembrance Day. On Passover we 
joyfully mark the freedom of the symbolic 600,000 Israelites 
who left Egypt (and their families). On Yom Ha-Shoah we 
remember the most heinous evil ever perpetrated against 
our people, the murder of the six million Jews during the 
Holocaust. During Passover, God is clearly the savior of our 
people. On Yom Ha-Shoah we feel God’s presence in the 
acts of those who risked their lives to help our people during 
that awful time. We feel God’s presence as we imagine the 
Shekhinah weeping with our people over the devastation. 
And sometimes we wonder over the contrast between the 
heights of Passover and the lows of Yom Ha-Shoah. 

Less than a week after that observance, we have two 
additional modern observances – Yom Ha-Zikaron, Israel’s 
Memorial Day, followed immediately by Yom Ha-Atzma’ut, 
Israel’s Independence Day. On Yom Ha-Zikaron we solemnly 
acknowledge the many brave men, women, and youngsters 
who gave their lives in the fight for the modern state 
of Israel’s independence. We admire their bravery and 
selflessness as they worked to achieve a goal our people 
have had for millennia – the renewal of an independent 
Jewish state in the land of Israel. One day later we mark 
Yom Ha-Atzma’ut, as proud Jews, Zionists, and lovers of 
Israel around the world celebrate the miracle that our 

A Month of Highs, Lows and 
Miracles

Rabbi Michelle Goldsmith (RabbiMina@bethemeth.org)

APRIL SERVICES
Erev Shabbat: 6:15 PM
 April 2, 9, 16, 23 (online)
 April 30 - Sisterhood Shabbat (see p. 7 for   
  planning information)

Shabbat Morning (in-person and 
 online):  9:00 AM
 April 3 - Shabbat/Pesach morning service   
 April 10 - Shemini
 April 17 - Tazria-Metzora
  Musaf Service led virtually by Cantorial   
  Student Neal Taibel 
 April 24 - Achrei Mot-Kedoshim
  Bat Mitvzah - Emma Diamond

Minyanim (online only): 
Sundays: 9:00 AM
 April 4 - Pesach morning service with Yizkor
 April 11, 18, 25 - Regular morning service

Wednesdays: 8:00 PM
 April 7, 14, 21, 28

Pesach:
 Saturday, April 3 (7th Day) - 
  Shabbat/Pesach morning service
  (in-person and online) 9:00 AM
 Sunday, April 4 (8th Day) - Pesach  
  morning service (Torah service) with 
  Yizkor (online) 9:00 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS (SEE INSIDE)
Yellow Candle Lighting for Yom Ha-Shoah 
(virtual) 
 Wednesday, April 7 7:30 PM
Shouk Food Truck - Monthly Food Pickup
 Sunday, April 11 12:30-1:30 PM
JCRC Community-Wide Yom Ha-Shoah 
Commemoration Program (virtual) 
 Sunday, April 11 1:00-2:00 PM 
Rabbi Search Town Hall Forums (virtual)
 Sunday, April 11 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM
 Thursday, April 22 7:30 PM
 Tuesday, April 27 7:30 PM
Virtual Show with Mentalist Alain Nu –  
“The Man who Knows”
 Saturday, April 17th 9:00 PM
  (Havdalah starts at 8:30 PM)
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Mentalist Alain Nu – “The Man Who Knows” – is unique, 
mesmerizing, interactive and funny.  Be amazed by Alain Nu 
virtually, and experience a show specifically designed to illustrate 
how connected we are despite the current circumstances. 

Minds will be read, futures foretold, synchronicities revealed! You 
might even find yourself bending one of your own kitchen spoons. 
You will be amazed as the perfectly random choices of guests are 
integrated into our program.  
   
Alain Nu is an internationally recognized artist and an entertaining 
man of mystery, a visionary of the future, and a “you have to see 
it to believe it” sort of guy. He has starred in his own four-part 
miniseries for the TLC network, “The Mysterious World Of Alain 
Nu,” and has authored two books (“State Of Mind” and “Picture 
Your ESP”), available on Amazon. Highlights of his career include 
headlining at theaters, casinos such as Caesars Palace Las Vegas, 
and the Norwegian Getaway cruise 
ship. Nu has performed for presidents 
(including both of Barack Obama’s 
inaugural balls), other politicians, 
royalty, and other ambassadors and 
world leaders. Most recently, Nu has 
been a headliner at the OYO Hotel & 
Casino in Las Vegas. 

SPONSORS WELCOME

Psychic Phenomenon  $500
Laughter Legend $360
Houdini $250
Headliner $100

Unique Virtual Show with Mentalist Alain Nu 
Saturday, April 17th at 9:00 P.M. 

(Havdalah begins at 8:30 pm)
MINIMUM DONATION - $18 PER HOUSEHOLD

Register at  
http://bethemeth.org/nu
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Send articles to:
shofar@bethemeth.org
May 2021 Shofar Deadline:

Monday, April 5

SHOFAR DEADLINE POLICY:  
Due to continuing mail delays, we 

must receive article submissions on 
or before the 5th of the month prior 
to publication (or the next day if the 
5th is Shabbat or a Jewish holiday.) 
Articles received after the deadline 
will not be published. Thank you.

Such Is Life
Leslie Lesch (president@bethemeth.org)

Hello fellow CBEers! I’m sitting here writing this in mid-March and thinking 
about what I want you to read in early April. And, our fabulous Shofar editor 
is probably cursing me because, as always, I am late getting this article to her. 
Ah well… such is life sometimes, right? And you know, the point of the “such is 
life” is just a reminder to me and to everyone that each and every day we have 
to prioritize the most important things that we have to do. Some of us are list 
makers and want to write everything down and check it off the list. Others of us 
fly by the seat of our pants more often than we would like to admit. Some people 
strike a nice balance between the two. But whichever way you roll, you learn to 
juggle all the things that come at you day in and day out and get through. But 
that’s just life, isn’t it? 

I think I’ll be a little reflective this month and fairly brief. By the time you 
read this, we will have all had our Pesach seders, whatever they looked like in 
your home this year. Last year we were all doing “zoom seders” and not going 
anywhere. My family and I have decided to gather as there will be a small 
number of us with some already vaccinated. It’s one of those things that is 
important to us. My parents are aging, and we want to spend as much time as 
we can with them. As my family recites the familiar lines of our Haggadah and 
retells the story of Moses leading the Jews out of Egypt we remember and reflect 
on the past, laugh at the silly things together, and ponder what the future will 
bring. We think about what is important to us and what our priorities are and do 
some soul searching on whether those priorities are right. Many of us will adjust 
our lives going forward to account for changes that need to be made. 

Passover has always been one of my favorite holidays and one of two times 
during the year that my family strives to all be together. It has recently become 
bittersweet as we celebrate with those still with us and think fondly of those who 

Cont’d on p. 6 >

Rabbi Search Committee Survey and Town Hall 
Forums for the Entire CBE Community

Robyn Feuerberg, Chair, Rabbi Search Committee (rabbisearch@bethemeth.org)

We want to hear your opinions about who we are and 
who we want to be as a congregation in 2021 headed 
forward. Whether you are actively involved with the 
congregation or just come to services a few times a 
year, it is important that you let us know how you feel. 
Everyone’s opinions are valued.

If you’ve already responded to the Rabbi Search Survey, 
thank you! The survey is open until Friday, April 2 so 
that we can analyze the results and use them to inform the upcoming Town 
Halls. If you’re interested in participating in a Town Hall, please go to www.
bethemeth.org/event/town-hall to register for a date and time that best suits 
you, or contact Robyn at rabbisearch@bethemeth.org.

Sunday, April 11 at 3 PM and 7 PM
Thursday, April 22 at 7:30 PM
Tuesday, April 27 at 7:30 PM

Participation will provide the Search Committee with a thorough under- 
standing of our congregation’s needs in all areas. 

Thank you in advance for your interest and your time. The information we 
gather from the survey and Town Halls will assist us to better fill out CBE’s 
application to the Rabbinical Assembly for a permanent rabbi.

Robyn
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Pirkei Avot Shabbat Study Session  
12:00 PM on the 1st & 3rd Shabbat of each month  
(Check calendar for exceptions)
Instructor: Rabbi Michelle “Mina” Goldsmith 
No charge, no registration required. Join 
when you can! Zoom link is at bethemeth.org/
adult-education. 

• Learn how to chant from a Torah scroll!
• Learn to be a bimah gabbai 
• Mashgiach class
• Become a certified hagbah (Torah lifter)
• Learn to lead part of the service

Let us know you’re interested! Email adult-programs@ 
bethemeth.org.

Beth Emeth Adult Classes On Request

Instructor: Rabbi Michelle “Mina” Goldsmith 
Free while online; no registration required. No 
previous participation required. Go to: 
bethemeth.org/adult-education

People of the Book Read the Book -  
The Writing, Part 2
Wednesdays,12:00 PM-1:30 PM

Adult Education 
Register for classes at bethemeth.org/adult-education or  

email office@bethemeth.org, unless otherwise noted.

Shalom! Join us for our next 
Hazak meeting, on Tuesday, 
April 20,at 7:00 PM via 
Zoom.  CBE Congregant Steve 
Silberstein will tell us the story 
of his father Michael’s survival 
in the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. Steve will also share 
about having recently attending 

the Auschwitz 75th Liberation Commemoration in 
Poland. Over the years, Michael has spoken to many 
groups about his experiences. Steve is committed to 
continuing the legacy and speaking about the Holocaust 
to raise awareness and educate in order to fulfill the 
promise to never forget. It is a powerful story with 
meaningful insight and lessons for all.
 
Steve and Carol (your Hazak Programming Co-Chair) 
Silberstein joined Congregation Beth Emeth in 1995 and 
raised their children David and Sara here from Religious 
school through Confirmation.

Steve recently retired from Micron Technology and plans 
to speak with diverse groups of students and community 
members about his father’s Holocaust experiences. He 
looks forward to traveling, exploring, staying engaged in 
the community and enjoying the kids and grandchildren.

Upcoming Hazak Programs:
Please mark your calendars for upcoming Hazak 
meetings (back to the usual time of 1:00 PM):

• May 11: Chuck Cascio: “The Fire Escape Stories”
• June 15: TBA

Hazak is the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism’s 
organization that supports programming for folks 55+. 
Adults of any age are welcome to attend. At Beth Emeth, 
HAZAK is a congenial group who want to continue to 
grow their Jewish and world understanding in a friendly 
and welcoming environment. Hazak members do not 
need to be CBE members.

During COVID-19, Hazak events are on Zoom, from 
1:00 to approximately 3:00 on the third Tuesday of each 
month. We engage with a wide variety of accomplished 
speakers and authors, enjoy film discussions and, 
of course, we nosh (when we meet in person) and 
schmooze. Look for schedule updates in the Weekly 
Announcements. the Shofar, and the online Calendar.

To get on the email list and receive updates with Zoom 
links, please contact hazak@bethemeth.org. 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, April 20, 7:00 PM via Zoom

Steve Silberstein: “My Father’s Story of Surviving 
the Holocaust and The Auschwitz 75th Liberation 

Commemoration”

Ellyn Greenspan and Carol Silberstein, Hazak Co-Chairs (hazak@bethemeth.org)

Special Time!

Steve and Michael Silberstein

Debates—philosophical, spiritual, ethical, and 
cultural—are at the heart of Judaism and Jewish 
life. Are religion and reason compatible? Can 
Jewish law change based on context? How do 
we teach and talk about the Holocaust and 
the State of Israel? Should we prioritize Jewish causes or universal 
causes in our giving? Is Jewish tradition intrinsically patriarchal and 
ableist? Is our relationship with God defined by human obligation 
or divine compassion? Each session includes a short video lecture 
featuring a Jewish Theological Seminary faculty member, text study, 
and guided group discussion.  We will explore how these debates have 
been manifested over the course of Jewish history, and discuss their 
continued resonance today.
Instructor: Rabbi Michelle “Mina” Goldsmith 
Free while online - register for link

Beyond Dispute – Debates That Have Shaped  
and Still Shape Jewish Life – Part 2
Sunday, Apr. 25, 10:00 AM
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This year, Yom Ha-Shoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance 
Day) will be observed 
beginning at sundown on 
Wednesday, April 7. The 
CBE Men’s Club has mailed 
a special Yellow Candle to 
all congregants. We hope 
you will join us on Zoom at 
7:30 PM on April 7 to light 
our candles together, then 
stay on Zoom if desired for 

the 8:00 PM Wednesday evening minyan. The Zoom link is the 
same one published for every Wednesday’s minyan at https://
www.bethemeth.org/services#wedsminyan.
  
The Yellow Candle program was designed to keep alive the 
memory of the Six Million Jews who perished in the Shoah. 
The Candle was modeled after a traditional Jewish memorial 
Yahrzeit candle that burns for 24 hours during periods of 
mourning and on the Yahrzeit anniversary of a family member. 

The candle’s yellow wax serves to remind us of the yellow arm 
band Jews were forced to wear during the Nazi regime. The 
program logo, displayed on the candle tin, is a yellow Magen 
David (Star of David) with the word “Jude” in the middle. This 
logo preserves the memory of the armband, or cloth patch, that 
Jews were forced to wear in the ghettos of Eastern Europe.We 
would like to thank Marty Zelman who helped to coordinate 
the packaging and distribution of the yellow candles to our 
congregants. We would like to also thank Marty for providing 
the funding for the purchase of the candles. Marty’s parents are 
both Holocaust survivors. His mom is 92 years old and lives in 
Los Angeles. He is pleased to see the CBE Men’s Club participate 
in this very important program. We also want to thank the 
Men’s Club members who volunteered to box the candles. 

Marty speaks annually to the CBE seventh grade class about his 
parents’ experiences surviving the Holocaust. 

Monies raised from the mailing of the yellow candles will be 
used to fund programming in our Religious School. The Yellow 
Candle program is sponsored by the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs with participation by many local Men’s Club chapters 
across North America.

CBE Men’s Club Yom Ha-Shoah  
Yellow Candle Program 2021

Alex Osinovsky and Jim Sloan, CBE Men’s Club Co-Presidents

Let’s Light our Yellow Candles  
Together on Zoom –  

Wednesday, April 7th at 7:30 PM

Blessing of the Yellow Candle: As I light this Yellow 
Candle, I vow never to forget the lives of the Jewish men, 
women and children who are symbolized by this flame.  
They were tortured and brutalized by human beings who 
acted like beasts; their lives taken in cruelty.  May we be 
inspired to learn more about our six million brothers and 
sisters as individuals and as communities and to recall 
their memories throughout the year.  May we recall not 
only the terror of their deaths, but also the splendor of 
their lives.  May the memory of their lives inspire us to 
hallow our own lives and to live meaningful Jewish lives so 
that we may help to insure that part of who they were shall 
endure always.       

-- Rabbi Jules Harlow

Join the Jewish Community Relations Council 
(JCRC) of Greater Washington online for its annual 
Yom Ha’Shoah Community-Wide Commemoration. 
Elisha Wiesel, son of Elie Wiesel, will be the 
keynote speaker.

As years pass and our survivors age, the events 
of the Shoah (Holocaust) become more distant. 
With antisemitism on the rise, the JCRC’s 
commemoration, along with year-round Holocaust 
education efforts, are more important than ever.

In addition to the community-wide 
commemoration, the JCRC will also be hosting:

• Dor L’Dor, Intergenerational program for teens 
and their families 

• Unto Every Person There is a Name, the annual 
reading of Shoah victims’ names 

• Zikaron BaSalon, Memory in the Living 
Room, a program started in Israel which 
allows community members to host an online 
Holocaust commemoration with your friends 
and family. 

Go to https://www.bethemeth.org/yom-hashoah 
for more information.

Community Holocaust 
Commemoration:  

Sunday, April 11, 1:00 PM
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have left. My springtime wish for you all is that you make the 
most of every day. Live life to its fullest, prioritize your to-dos 
so that you spend time on the things that are truly important, 
give generously, laugh loudly, cry from deep in your soul 
when needed. We here at CBE are with you every step of the 
way. Thanks for allowing us to be part of your lives. 

L’shanah ha-ba-a b’Yerushalayim - Next year in Jerusalem. 

See you around the shul, Leslie

Such Is Life (Cont’d from p. 3)

Dear CBE Families, 

As Virginia and other states continue to expand the 
rollout of COVID-19 vaccines, I’m writing to update 
you on the work of our COVID Advisory Task Force. 
Task force members are working with staff and our 
congregational leadership to update the reopening 
guidance document released last year. Our goal at 
the present time is to facilitate activities within our 
community to the maximum extent possible, while still 
strictly complying with all CDC and Virginia Department 
of Health guidelines and best practices, as well as current 
executive orders.

I’m pleased to share that in the coming weeks we’ll 
be expanding the capacity for in-person attendance at 
Shabbat morning services to 128 by expanding seating 
into the Social Hall (as we did for High Holidays). 
Current requirements for pre-registration, 100% mask 
use, social distancing and health screening on arrival at 
the synagogue will continue. This expansion will allow 
families celebrating b’nai mitzvah in the coming months 
to reserve more seats at services while also allowing for 
greater participation for congregants who want to return 
to attending services in person. The task force continues 
to monitor rates of disease transmission in the 

community, and capacity at services is contingent on 
current conditions. 

Over the next few months, the task force will work with 
BEECC, summer camp and religious school leadership to 
continue planning for a robust program of safe activities 
for the summer and into the fall and will continue 
to respond to questions and evaluate requests from 
members of the congregation related to reopening or 
expanded activities as they arise. 

We encourage everyone who is able to be vaccinated to 
get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you are eligible, and, 
in line with CDC guidance, encourage you to continue 
to take precautions in public including wearing a mask, 
maintaining social distance, avoiding crowds and poorly 
ventilated spaces, and regularly washing your hands, 
even after you’re vaccinated. 

The task force will continue to provide updates as our 
work continues. In the interim, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us at covid19@bethemeth.org with any 
questions or concerns. 

Warm regards,  
Scott 

COVID Advisory Task Force Update
Scott Wollek, Chair, Beth Emeth COVID Advisory Task Force 

The Mitzvah of the Mikvah: Mikvah 101 
with Rabbi Mina

Sunday, April 18th, 10-11 AM
Free, RSVP at www.bethemeth.org/event/mikvah for the Zoom link.  

Learn about mitzvah of the mikvah, and how and why it’s used.

Join us for Shabbat morning 
services on Saturday, 
April 17th at 9:00 AM as 
we welcome back Jewish 
Theological Seminary (JTS) 
cantorial student Neal Taibel 
to be our virtual “Cantor for a 
Day.”  Neal is a second-year 
cantorial student at JTS, and 
he will lead us in a melodic 
Musaf service and with an 
extra twist in honor of Israel 
Independence Day. 

Neal earned a Bachelor of Music Vocal Performance 
from the Frost School of Music at the University of 
Miami. His passions include singing on the bimah and 
performing opera.  

Go to www.bethemeth.org/services for the Zoom link 
and prayerbook download, or for safety & reservation 
information to attend in person. 

Neal’s studies are supported in part by your donations 
to Torah Fund. To contribute, go to www.jtsa.edu/
torahfund, or mail your check payable to Torah Fund 
to CBE, Attn. Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair.

Neal Taibel

Cantorial Student Neal Taibel  
Returns April 17th
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Sisterhood Shabbat 
Erev Shabbat Service

Friday, April 30 beginning at 6:15 PM
Reconnect with your Beth Emeth friends!

We plan to hold this service outdoors, in-person – weather and COVID restrictions 
permitting. Either way, the service will be available online. Please watch your email  

for updates. Everyone is welcome! 

Sisterhood members, we want to honor you with a reading (English or Hebrew). 
Please email Joanne at shofar@bethemeth.org by April 20th, and indicate whether 

you plan to attend in person (if possible) or online.

Beth Emeth follows state guidelines for screening, masks and social distancing.  
In case of rain, the service will be online only. To confirm, check bethemeth.org on 

April 30th or call the CBE office by 3 PM. 

Our membership drive is under way. Your 
membership and participation enables Sisterhood to 
support many worthy causes both for our synagogue 
as well as for our local community.  
 
Are you a current or recent past member of 
Sisterhood (or a non-CBE member)?  Are you a 
current synagogue member who would like to join?  
An account has been created for you!  Simply go to 
www.bethemeth.org/sisterhood-membership.  Use 
the form to update contact information, contribute 
to Megan's Muse and/or Camp Cash, enroll a junior 
member or arrange payment. 

Let us know if  you would like to participate in any 
of our ongoing programs or if you have an idea for a 
new one!
 
Join our Facebook Group - www.facebook.com/
groups/bethemethsisterhood
 
Questions? sisterhood-membership@bethemeth.org

Judy Rabinek, 
Sisterhood Membership Chair

Why Join Sisterhood?
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House and Facilities Committee
Bruce Wyman, Chair, House and Facilities Committee (facilities@bethemeth.org)

The House and Facilities committee continues to work 
diligently on the sanctuary projects. Under the expert 
guidance of Hank Pohl, our committee has sent out 
request for contracts to four general contractors. Two 
of them have replied that they can do the work during 
the five-week opening this summer when there are not 
important functions in the sanctuary. As of this writing, 
we are waiting for them to resubmit their proposals and 
cost figures. We have finalized almost all of the amenities 
that will eventually be placed in the sanctuary and will 
be presenting architectural drawings to the congregation 
this spring. The most notable in our new design is a new 
entrance to the sanctuary from the lobby and fabrication 
of a movable reading table that will mostly be used on 
the floor in front of the existing bimah. Another of the 
many other proposals will be artistic custom glass doors 
for the Ark.

We have also worked with the Food Service Committee 
to engage Rob Brown, a nationally known kitchen 
designer who works mostly with synagogues and Jewish 
organizations. He has given the committee a detailed 
list of recommended updates for appliances and other 
changes, and we are currently awaiting the architect’s 
proposal for some minor changes in the walls as well as 
needed updates to other parts of the facility to comply 
with code. Once the Food Service Committee chooses 
the appliances and new layout, House and Facilities 
will take over the budgeting and eventual construction. 

Both the upgrades to the furnishings of the sanctuary 
(not including the previously approved budget for the 
lighting) as well as the kitchen proposal will be presented 
to the Board of Directors as soon as possible and an 
eventual fundraising campaign will be contemplated. 

Our oldest (20 years or more) HVAC units are gradually 
being replaced. The largest one, which has had many 
breakdowns, should be replaced by the time of this 
publication;  this is already in the current year’s 
budget. A few other, smaller units will be  budgeted for 
replacement next year. Our leaking roof has partially 
been replaced in March as per our budget. Other areas 
of the roof will be replaced next year with a new budget. 
We have also engaged the 5-year reserve study with 
an outside consultant, who will proceed in laying out a 
detailed analysis of any other mechanical and structural 
issues that need attention in the next few years. 

We have a new landscape contractor who is working 
in tandem with our new, fabulous building manager, 
Anibal. We have also discovered several dead pine trees 
that are near the building and have been removed. We 
will continue to investigate some tree and brush issues 
on the perimeter of the property for eventual clean-up. 

Please feel free to reach out to me at any time. 

Bruce

Architect’s renderings of the sanctuary redesign 
and the lobby entrance
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We are always looking for ways to streamline and 
improve our processes at CBE, both internally as a 
staff, and externally, for our membership. About a 
year or so ago, we moved to ShulCloud, a database 
and website platform geared towards synagogues. 
Through ShulCloud, our members have the ability to 
make payments and donations online. Our members 
can also set up automated payments. Using ShulCloud 
to make payments and donations has multifaceted 
benefits for our synagogue. These benefits include an 
improved and more predictable cash flow, capability to 
more accurately forecast revenue, and overhead savings 
through automation. Of course, the system also offers 
ease of use to our members --  we are accustomed to 
making automated payments in many other facets of our 
lives. That’s why we are asking you to consider setting up 
automated payments for this upcoming fiscal year. 

We realize that “transaction fees” can be a deterrent 
to using the system. Effective May 1, we are waiving 
the transaction fee for any ACH (e-check) payment or 
donation made online. If you set up automated payments 
using your bank account, you will not be charged any 
additional fees.

We also know that some of our members have 
established methods of payment, such as Qualified 
Charitable Distributions or Stock Transfer, among others. 
We are grateful for all forms of contribution and our new 
policy is absolutely not meant to discourage or prevent 
members from continuing to use these methods. Rather, 
it is an initiative to promote the use of our online system 
for all of the benefits it offers our synagogue.

As the new fiscal year approaches, we will be in touch 
with more details as to how to set up automated 

payments or inform us about an alternative payment 
preference. We are committed to making this an intuitive 
and efficient process. Thank you for your continued 
support of CBE!

Best, David

Why Automate?
David Markovich, Executive Director

CONGREGATION BETH EMETH PAYMENT POLICY
Beginning July 1 for Fiscal Year 2021-2022, all members 
will be asked to set up automated payments through 
ShulCloud. Automated payments help the synagogue 
receive a more predictable cash flow and provide a 
convenient way for members to make their payments. 
When reviewing their dues, members will be asked to 
provide either ACH or credit card information and to 
select a schedule of payments. Processing fees for all 
ACH payments will be waived effective May 1, 2021.
 
Members who prefer to pay through Qualified Char- 
itable Distributions, Required Minimum Distributions, 
Stock, or similar arrangements, will be requested to 
complete a brief form asking when distributions are 
planned to occur and in what amounts.
 
Members in good standing who routinely pay by 
check may contact the Executive Director for an 
exemption from the policy. Members for whom financial 
circumstances change are encouraged to contact the 
Executive Director to make a financial arrangement.
 
Feel free to contact David Markovich or Ava Epstein if 
you have any questions regarding the above. Both can be 
reached at accounting@bethemeth.org. 

We are slowly but surely posting special, 
members-only information and resources 
on the Beth Emeth website for your 
reference and use. You can now use the 
“MyCBE” link in the main menu to log into 
your account, and you’ll see a new “tile” at 
the top called “Member Resources.” 

Just a few of the things included, now all in one place:
• Beth Emeth documents such as Constitution, Bylaws, 

organization chart, annual report
• Resources for volunteers to plan & publicize events, ask 

for reimbursement, and more 
• Board meeting minutes
• Policies for various areas of the CBE organization
• Newer (and temporary, we hope!) policies related to 

COVID-19
... and more added all the time!

New! MyCBE and Member Resources on the CBE Website

ONLINE CBE DIRECTORY NOW AVAILABLE
Now we have a new and 
better way to stay in touch 
with each other! To see the 
online directory, just log into 
your CBE account using the 
“MyCBE” link on the right side 

of the website menu, and click on the “View 
Member Directory” tile. Voilà!

If you would like to change the information 
shown in your family’s directory listing or add 
a family photo, click on the “Edit My Directory 
Listing” tile. If the actual information in the 
directory needs to be updated, scroll down 
to the tiles in the “My Personal and Family 
Information” section of the “MyCBE” page.
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Yes, this has been a most unusual year and we hope that 
you have been able to find some joy amid the sadness, 
some relief from the chaos, and some comfort from our 
community.

By adapting with the times, Beth Emeth has been 
able to provide Zoom meetings and events, worship 
services, funerals, shivas, a concert, youth activities, 
adult education programs, Hazak programs, and 
more.  A variety of financial sources have helped fund 
synagogue programing, such as dues, Annual Appeal, 
Giving Tuesday, Shalach Manot, event sponsorships, and 
general fundraising. For this we are grateful.

Additionally, more permanent ways of contributing are 
through our Endowment Funds, which provide a way for 
members and friends of Beth Emeth to give monetary 
gifts that will permanently help to develop and to sustain 
our congregation now and in the future.  

What makes this gift different from other forms of 
synagogue giving? 
Beth Emeth’s Endowment Funds are permanent funds 
designed to keep the each fund’s principal amount 

intact while using the investment income to support 
our general operations and educational programming.  
Endowments provide donors an opportunity to make 
permanent gifts of lifetime assets providing on-going 
support for Beth Emeth, and leaving a legacy that will be 
remembered over time.

Legacy Endowment gifts, which make your gifts last 
forever, can be made through:
• Estate Plans
• Wills
• Trusts
• Real Estate
• Personal Property
• Stocks and Bonds
• Life Insurance
• Cash

No gift is too small! Let's help our CBE community live 
on for your family and for others.  For more information, 
please contact Ellyn Soefer at endowment@bethemeth.
org or Ellyn Hirsch at developmentvp@bethemeth.org
Be well and be safe!

Ellyn and Ellyn

Building a Legacy: Opening Our Doors into Tomorrow
The Ellyns (Soefer and Hirsch)

In my years at Beth Emeth, I have learned that passion 
for the cause is extremely important, but the ability 
to understand what people want and turn it into real 
action is more so. Most recently, working in the area of 
development, I have gleaned that our efforts need to be 
centered on forward-thinking and engaging fundraising 
programs, longer-term endowments and legacy giving.

To reflect, COVID-19 has been very difficult for our local, 
continental and global communities, and for our Beth 
Emeth community as well. Yes, membership is down 
and revenue has suffered, but Beth Emeth is succeeding 
and progressing!  Through your donations, we are close 
to reaching our net fundraising goal of $150,000. That 
is amazing!  We are so appreciative of your generosity 
and each and every dollar you contributed. This is a 
“good news story” that speaks to the camaraderie and 
commitment each of you feels for Beth Emeth. 
 
This year, I have been blessed to work with the strongest 
fundraising team Beth Emeth has had in years. The 
committee...Executive Director David Markovich, Linda 
Eisinger, Robyn Feuerberg, Joanne Levine, Ellyn Soefer, 
Gail Shor, and Marty Zelman …has been extremely 
impactful and fully committed to the engagement and 
betterment of the Beth Emeth community. However, 
to continue doing great things, our committee needs to 
expand and include you and your fresh ideas. Please 

let me know if you are 
interested in joining our 
efforts or if you have a 
friend that would be an 
asset to our efforts. (I 
won’t tell them you threw 
them under the bus! LOL)

Additionally, a task force 
under the direction of 
Marty Zelman and with 
members Executive 
Director David Markovich, 
Linda Eisinger, Ellyn 
Hirsch, Leslie Lesch 
and Ellyn Soefer has 
been working to develop a Strategic Fundraising Plan. 
Currently, we have a successful plan for Annual Appeal 
that has been in place for many years, but an overarching 
and comprehensive fundraising approach will serve us 
well going forward. 

Lastly, the fundraising team has been working to bring 
you virtual events and programs to invigorate and 
entertain you while “Being Apart – Standing Together.”  
Leading off our 2020-2021 year, Beth Emeth’s own 
Dani Rose (Rosner) and Honey County performed 
in a marvelous concert, enabling a wildly successful 

We Are So Grateful For Your Gifts
Ellyn Hirsch, VP for Development

Thank you to everyone for 
supporting the Purim Shalach 

Manot Program, raising 
$14,000 toward our annual 

fundraising goals. 

Cont’d on p. 12 > 
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Chag sameach – happy holidays! As the year flies by, 
we already are planning for the upcoming CBE calendar 
year. Our biggest challenge, shared by many, is knowing 
how “open” things will be in the near future as we figure 
out the impact of the vaccine “roll-out” (another modern 
term that drives me bananas), and our ability to get 
things done in person. 

Supporting our Local Community
Our shelter dinners in the Cornerstones venue and in the 
venues established by Fairfax County through FACETS 
were tremendously successful this past year, so they 
definitely will remain on our calendar. I am happy to 
report that our volunteers for The Closet of Herndon 
have allocated the $500 “dividend” that was designated 
for our synagogue this year to the Acts of Loving 
Kindness Fund, to be used specifically for meeting the 
needs of the hungry. 

Did you know that any hours you volunteer translate into 
dollars designated for our congregation from any profits 
made by The Closet? Keep this in mind when considering 
volunteering your time, donating goods or purchasing 
items from The Closet in the upcoming year.

New in Our Summer Programming
Traditionally, our first activity of the year has been to 
support Cornerstones’ annual back-to-school drive by 
asking our members to donate backpacks at the end of 
summer. With fewer people coming into the building, 
an uncertain need for backpacks and decreasing 
participation over the past few years, we will hold our 
back-to-school drive in a different form this year. For 
those of you who still wish to support Cornerstones, we 
will continue to publicize their annual drive, and you 
will be able to deliver your donations directly to them 
or order them online as instructed on their website. 
The official CBE back-to-school project, however, 
will be a collection of needed “sports chairs” for the 
Gesher School, which they will use for the school to 
hold outdoor classes and for families to attend socially 
distanced sports events. We will post an online donation 
form providing members with a range of suggested 
models and prices. There will be no need for personal 
deliveries. We are excited to support Gesher in this way. 

Many Thanks
Our continued appreciation for your support never 
ceases. Not only have approximately 20% of you donated 
your time and/or money to our causes over the past year, 
we have experienced an impressive number of sign-ups 
by young people (teenagers and younger children) to 
participate in our meal-making activities. We would love 
to see more of that, and by increasing our partnerships 
with other committees, we hope to offer a wider range of 
creative opportunities to give back.

Wishing you a happy, safe and fun Passover (you should 
have this socially distanced thing down by now!)

Patty Goldblatt 

Social Action
Patty Goldblatt, Social Action Co-Chair (social-action@bethemeth.org)

The Beth Emeth Caring Community organized “Esther’s Cleansers” to 
help local families transitioning from shelters to housing. Generous CBE 
members donated a pickup truck-load of brushes, buckets, and detergents. 

YOU FILL THE BAG, THEY DO THE REST!
An easy and meaningful mitzvah that anyone can do! 

Sign up online to receive a Cool Green Bag, a canvas bag to fill 
up with non-perishable foods. On the first Saturday of every 
other month, you simply leave the bag outside your front door.  A 
volunteer driver will pick up the bag and leave another Cool Green 
Bag. The food is taken to the Cornerstones Reston Pantry and LINK 
Pantry in Herndon.  For more information and to sign up, please go 
to www.coolgreenbag.org.

NEXT PICKUP: APRIL 3
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BELA ALLIKER, daughter of Michelle 
Tinkoff & Ben Alliker, will become a Bat 
Mitzvah on May 1st. Her sister Rachel 
and grandparents, Lila and Lou Tinkoff, 
will also join in the celebration.

“My Torah portion, Emor, is about the 
rules the Priests needed to follow, both 

inside and outside of the temple,” said Bela. “It is also 
about the rules the Jewish people had to follow during 
holidays and the rules they had to follow when bringing 
the sacrifices to God. To me, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
means becoming an adult in the Jewish community and 
being able to have a stronger connection to God.”

A 7th grader at Rachel Carson Middle School, Bela likes 
to bake and play basketball. “I love to read and play with 
my dog Luna,” she said. “I love to travel – especially to 
the beach. I am looking forward to more travel when 
COVID is over. I love going to Camp Louise in the 
summer.”

For her mitzvah project, Bela is baking muffins, cupcakes, 
cookies and mini challahs and selling the baked goods to 
raise money for the Embry Rucker Shelter.

BB’’NNOOTTYYMMIITTZZVVAAHH  
EMMA DIAMOND, daughter of  
Laurie & David Diamond, will become 
a Bat Mitzvah on April 24th. Her 
brother Josh (10) is also looking 
forward to the family’s special day.

Emma’s Torah portion is Aharei 
Mot-Kedoshim. “Becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah, especially during this challenging time, 
represents how resilient the Jewish people are and how 
lucky I am to be free to celebrate my religion,” she said.

Emma is a 7th grader at Rachel Carson Middle School. 
Her hobbies include playing on a softball team, 
watching her favorite sports (football, baseball and 
hockey), listening to music, hanging out with friends, 
and skateboarding.

“My mitzvah project is doing smaller mitzvahs that 
don’t require a lot of contact with people,” said Emma.  
“It keeps COVID risk lower and helps people in small 
ways.  Some examples of my small mitzvahs are making 
cookies for my family, calling a grandparent, writing 
a note to a teacher, or simply smiling and waving at 
someone”!

In case you’ve fogotten, Beth 
Emeth is here to help! Enjoy 
delicious, kosher, plant-based 
food from Shouk on the second 
Sunday of every month, 
delivered to the Beth Emeth 
parking lot. Come by, pick up 
your order and wave at your 
friends: April 11, May 9, and 
June 13.

Ordering is open until the night before, but Shouk 
often sells out, so don’t wait ‘til the last minute! Go to: 
www.bethemeth.org/event/shouk-pickup. Enter your 
order on our special ordering page (make sure in the 
“Hood Drop” section of the page it says “Beth Emeth,” 
the date of your pickup at CBE, and 12:30 PM). 
Pickups will be safely masked/distanced in the Beth 
Emeth parking lot from 12:30 - 1:00 PM. 

There is a $5 sign up bonus when you create a Shouk 
account, and 20% off the first HoodDrop order with 
promo code drop2021 (Shouk account is required). 
 
The Northern VA community is invited to participate! 
Questions? Contact office@bethemeth.org.

Remember Restaurant Food?

fundraiser. Since the High Holidays, we joined 
together at a drive-in movie showing of E.T., enjoyed 
Honey from the Heart and Shalach Manot goodies, 
voted for Beth Emeth’s Cutest Pets, and will marvel 
at the Mentalist Alain Nu, who will be interactive, 
spellbinding, and funny (April 17th – see page 2.) 
Each of these programs and events is only possible 
through your very generous sponsorships and we 
could not do what we do without you. You are 
awesome!

Ellyn

Grateful (Cont’d from p. 10)

#CBEAnnualAppeal
SUPPORT BETH EMETH, SO WE CAN SUPPORT YOU

Being Apart
 Standing Together
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School News
Ora Cohen Rosenfeld, Interim BEECC and  

Religious School Director (ora@bethemeth.org)

“SPRING: NEW BEGINNINGS!” 
Passover ushers in the spring and we will be so happy 
when we can finally put away our winter coats and gloves 
for the season. Spring reminds us of hope, rebirth, and 
new beginnings, which is exactly what we all need after 
this unusual and stressful year. The pandemic has had a 
tremendous impact on the world, on our families and on all 
aspects of our synagogue. Virtual preschool and religious 
school has helped keep us connected and it has been a joy 
for me to visit the virtual classrooms through Zoom and 
see the learning that was happening, even if we couldn’t be 
together in person. 

While we are certainly grateful for the technology that has 
allowed us to connect with each other, our virtual world 
hasn’t really allowed us to be the full community we want 
to be, together to celebrate, to mourn or be comforted, in 
a ways we have in the past. We couldn’t be the fully active 
community we want to be with COVID 19 keeping us home. 
We are all eager to return to “normal,” which for BEECC 
and Religious School means being in a real and not virtual 
classroom. 

As we look ahead to a new academic year 2021, where 
we are planning to have a fully in-person program, it is 
important to evaluate the experiences we lived through this 
year and see what we have learned about learning from this 
experience. What are our “COVID Keepers”?  Here are a few 
of my takeaways from our year of virtual learning:

1. We have learned to be flexible and pivot as needed. “We 
can’t do that” has turned into “let’s see how we can do 
that.” There are many ways to teach and many ways to 
learn and there is no reason not to experiment and see 
what works best for each student.

2. We have learned that we need to be aware of what new 
technologies can support our goals as a school. Schools 
rarely used Zoom in the past, now “Let’s zoom,” “we 
have a zoom today” are part of our conversations. We 
have used document readers, shared screens when 
books were missing, played educational games together 
through Kaboodle and other programs linked to our 

phones, and online tools such as Survey Planet. Yes, all 
of this existed before COVID, but COVID demanded that 
we learn and successfully use these programs.

3. We have learned that we can be more inclusive in 
our education. If a child is unable to attend school for 
an extended period, we now know that we can use 
different platforms to include them in the lesson. We 
know that children learn in many different ways and for 
some, Zoom was the way they could be more successful 
than in a traditional classroom.

4. We have learned to use resources beyond those that are 
in our immediate geographic area. Next year we may 
choose to bring renowned speakers and educators to the 
classroom who live in California or Israel. Zoom makes 
everyone accessible to our classrooms.

5. In an important step forward, we now have registra-tion 
for BEECC and Religious School online, making it an 
easier process for parents and a smoother integration 
with Shulcloud, our current database. Again, it’s not 
that the technology wasn’t available, but our need 
for structures that support our school and synagogue 
moved higher on our priority list.

My hope is that this past year, which was so painful for 
so many, also helped grow our capacity for compassion 
and gratitude. Our community was not ravaged by this 
disease in ways that nursing homes and lower income 
neighborhoods were impacted, but there have been 
painful losses over this year. There were families that 
needed comfort and support and will continue to need our 
compassion and caring. This year highlighted the strength 
of our synagogue community to recognize and reach out to 
isolated members who needed a community.

This has been a challenging year and we may be beginning 
to see the light at the end of the tunnel, but it is important 
that we don’t just see this year as a bad memory, but rather 
as a year of unusual lessons. Happy Spring and enjoy the 
beautiful weather!

Ora

BEECC REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR FALL
Looking for a great preschool that 
offers a warm and caring environment 
in a Jewish setting? Or do you know 
someone who is? Get to know BEECC, 
where your child will learn, grow and 
celebrate. Don’t wait – limited space 
is available for Fall 2021. Classes 
start September 9th, just after Rosh 
Hashanah. 
For more information, contact 

beeccinfo@bethemeth.org or call (703) 860-4515 ext 114. 
The registration form is at https://www.bethemeth.org/
beecc-resources-forms.

THANK YOU, JEWISH FEDERATION
The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
is working to help ensure that more Jewish 
families can experience the unmatched 
warmth and community of Jewish early 
childhood education. In pursuit of this 
effort, we were recently allocated funds for 
scholarships to Beth Emeth Early Childhood 
Center.  We would like to thank Federation 
for their continued support of our school, our 
synagogue and our community.
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Beth Emeth’s Marilyn Rosenberg Judaica Shop is OPEN! 
We may be distancing, but we are connected through 
our website: www.bethemeth.org/gift-shop-online or 
by appointment. Shop with us and help us contribute 
to all the worthwhile causes Sisterhood supports. We 
are well stocked with everything from kosher scrolls to 
seder plates to challah boards to tallitot to toys – and 
everything else in between. Please shop with us! 

Contact Robyn or Ellyn at gift-shop@bethemeth.org for 
assistance with your Judaica needs.

The Marilyn Rosenberg Judaica Shop is Here for You 

Colorful challah cover 
with pomegranate design, 
by Dorit Klein. Visit our 

website for the special price!

“The Note” Murano Style Art 
Glass Sculpture

Joy Stember Candlesticks - 
special order 

Joy Stember Mezzuzah - 
special order

Psalm 121 Round Necklace  
- on sale

Jewish Star Wine Stopper 
(available in 3 colors) - on sale

Jillery Non-Tarnish 
Kiddush Cup

“Desert Kippot” - Lapis & silver “Tree of Life” tallit Spatula set

Here are just a 

few of our hundreds   

of items!
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CBE Launches Camp STARs
Beth Emeth is launching 
CBE Camp STARs (Sports, 
Technology, Arts, and 
Recreation), our in-person 
summer camp for rising 1st 
through 4th graders! Camp 
STARs runs throughout the 
month of July in two, 2-week 

sessions. Campers will have their choice of activities 
each day. Fridays are Field Days, with wacky activities 
such as human foosball and water games. Register at 
https://www.bethemeth.org/form/cbe-camp-stars. 
Questions? Contact zach@bethemeth.org.

MAZAL TOV TO
The DeAngelis family on the occasion of Dylon’s 

bar mitzvah
Ellen & Steve Greene on the birth of their first 

grandson, Eli Michael Greene, born on Feb. 
17th. The proud parents are Marcus and Marin 
Greene.

TODAH RABAH TO
Ellyn Hirsch for organizing the Shalach Manot 

program, and for the MANY volunteers who 
assisted with the program: Marty Zelman, 
Gail Shor, Ellyn Soefer, Linda Eisinger, Joanne 
Levine, Robyn Feuerberg, Judy Bergman, 
Sharon Kamerling, Jan Woodhead, Janet 
Polak, David Polak, Robin Schulman, Valerie 
Cohen, and Bill Hirsch. Also to sponsors Men’s 
Club, Sisterhood, the Caring Community, 
Patti Brownstein (PLB Promotions) and two 
anonymous donors. 

The Beth Emeth Caring Community for the 
mitzvah of delivering Shalach Manot and 
challah where needed, and connecting with 
the wider Beth Emeth community during this 
difficult time. Special thanks to Robin Schulman 
and Valerie Cohen for organizing Esther’s 
Cleansers, collecting cleaning supplies for 
families moving from shelters to housing.

Lynn Mayer and Lori Kraden for organizing the 
Israeli cooking class (Feb. 22) with Chef Aubree 
Hunter. More than 20 participants participated 

via Zoom, and learned to make a delicious dinner 
of shakshuka, hummus, Israeli salad and 
zucchini schnitzel.  

Marty Zelman and the Men’s Club for sponsoring 
the Yellow Candle program again this year.

Denise Moldover and Gwen Sloan for organizing 
the creative Erev Purim service and Megillah 
reading (Feb. 24th). Special thanks to Donna 
Paley for writing a original song lyrics performed 
in memory of her and Cary’s son David, and 
to Adam and Sarah Moldover for entertaining 
us with singing and guitar playing during the 
Purim celebration.

REFUAH SHLAYMA TO
Barbara Bernstein
Rita Citrenbaum
Stephanie Freidin

Meryl Klein
Vince Sescoe

CONDOLENCES TO
Sarita Kaplan, on the passing of her mother 

Bernice Joy Ward

ONEG & KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS
The following have made FEBRUARY 

CONTRIBUTIONS to supplement weekly 
ONEG AND KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS 
and to mark the designated lifecycle events:

The Berman family in honor of Stephen’s birthday
If you have a lifecycle event that you would like 

to acknowledge above, please contact the Main 
Office at 703-860-4515 Ext. 101 or office@
bethemeth.org. 

The following appeared in the weekly announcements through February 28, 2021.

A
ROUND CBE

BEECC Summer Adventures Program 
Join us for a summer 
filled with fun and 
exploration for ages 
2-5. Held on the 
beautiful grounds of 
Congregation Beth 
Emeth, your child will 
have hands-on learning 

experiences in nature, art, science and more 
in a Jewish setting.  Half-day, 3-week sessions: 
June 14-July 2, July 6-July 23, July 26-August 
13. Registration is now open at https://www.
bethemeth.org/summer-adventures. Questions? 
Contact beeccinfo@bethemeth.org. 

Summer Youth Programs!

Mi She-Bei-Rach
by Debbie Friedman

Mi she-bei-rach a-vo-tei-nu
M’kor ha-bra-cha l’i-mo-tei-nu
May the source of strength
Who blessed the ones before us
Help us find the courage
To make our lives a blessing
And let us say, Amen

Mi she-bei-rach  i-mo-tei-nu
M’kor ha-bra-cha l’a vo-tei-nu
Bless those in need of healing
With r’fua sh’lei-ma
The renewal of body
The renewal of spirit
And let us say, Amen.

CALLING ALL CBE TEENS 13+! 
Are you 13 and older and looking for a fun summer 
position? If you like working with children, then BEECC 
Summer Adventures is looking for you!  To learn more, 
please email beeccinfo@bethemeth.org.
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Highs, Lows and Miracles (Cont’d from p. 1)

brethren have achieved in Israel. Here too we feel God’s 
presence in the bravery of our brethren and in the miracle of 
a small Jewish army once again defeating our enemies.

Finally, while we start the month of April in the midst 
of Passover this year, on the last day of the month we 
mark Lag B’Omer, the 33rd day of the Omer, a period of 
semi-mourning in Jewish tradition. The semi-mourning is, 
according to legend, the result of a plague that broke out 
amongst the students of Rabbi Akiva, which miraculously 
ended on this date so many centuries ago. One explanation 
of the plague was that the students were disrespectful to one 
another, causing the plague. In this understanding of the 
holiday we see that God cared so much about how we Jews 
treat one another, that when our ancestors treated each 
other poorly, they suffered for it.

Thus throughout the month we alternately celebrate the 
miracles God did on behalf of our people, the miracles we 
(or our Israeli brethren) did for ourselves (themselves) and 
one another, and the miraculous lesson we learned that the 
way for our people to prosper is to treat our fellow Jews 
with love and kindness, while enmity between us creates 
only sorrow.

As we enter this highly spiritual month, in which we 
remember moments of both spiritual heights and spiritual 
lows of our people, I pray our CBE community and extended 
community always treat each other with kindness and love 
and with faith in God and each other, so that we can reach 
our own spiritual and communal heights. May it be so. 
Happy April, everyone! 

Rabbi Mina

Pozez Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia, in 
collaboration with Congregation Beth Emeth, presents:

Facilitated by: Dr. Rebecca Fleischer, 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist, who 
has facilitated many psychotherapy 
and support groups and under- 
stands the complex and often 
long-term consequences of losing 
one’s spouse.

Info/RSVP (recommended, but not required): 
shari.berman@thej.org

Widow/Widower 
Support Group at CBE

A FREE monthly support group for anyone who has 
recently and not-so-recently lost a husband, wife, or 

partner. Join us for an open forum for frank discussion 
with a focus on grief, bereavement and continuing on 

after great loss.

Wednesdays: 4/21, 5/19, 6/16
5:15 - 6:30 PM (waiting room opens at 4:40 PM)
Contact shari.berman@thej.org for information.

Barrie Burnick April 20, 1998
Sonya & Aleksey Kirzhner April 10, 2003
Jennifer & Neal DeAngelis April 30, 2009
Donna & Cary Paley April 25, 2010
Alison & Jonathan Mitchell April 12, 2015
Marissa & Jason Appelbaum April 1, 2016
Olena & Eduard Royzman April 1, 2016
Carly & Seth Hirsch April 1, 2016
Cara Schmid & Michael Ginsberg April 1, 2017
Anita Cohen April 1, 2018
Jeffrey Minsky April 11, 2019

Honoring Our Members on Their CBE 
Anniversary: April

Rona Ackerman & Rachael Fineberg, Co-Chairs, 
Membership Committee (membership@bethemeth.org)

Happy CBE Anniversary

The following members are celebrating CBE Anniversaries 
(anniversary of the date they became members at CBE). We 
thank them for their continued membership!
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Acts of Loving Kindness Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of:
My mother, HARRIET DiGIROLAMO, from 
Gail Greenberg
IDA GERBER, mother of Janet Polak, from 
Janet & David Polak
My father, MARVIN HARBER, from Harlan 
Harber
LEONARD YASS, father of Jay Yass, from 
Paula & Jay Yass
In honor of the birth of ELI MICHAEL 
GREENE, grandson of Ellen & Steve Greene, 
from Judy & Rich Bergman

BEECC Families-In-Crisis Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of JUDITH 
MOSKOWITZ, mother of Paul Moskowitz, 
from Susan & Paul Moskowitz

Faye Gottlieb Cascio Education Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of ESTELLE 
MEYERSON, mother of Sandy Brody, from 
Sandy & Larry Brody
In appreciation of Congregation Beth Emeth 
from Carol Gnacik

General Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of EILEEN BERLIN, 
mother of Lyle Berlin, from Aviva & Lyle 
Berlin

Kitchen Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of MINNIE 
LUPOWITZ, grandmother of Sandy Brody, 
from Sandy & Larry Brody

Library Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of LEONARD BRODY, 
father of Larry Brody, from Sandy & Larry 
Brody

Paula Comer Slavsky BEECC Fund
In memory of MARVIN SANDLER, father of 
Bob Sandler, from Karen & Steven Goff
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of DYLON 
DeANGELIS, from Judy Tepper

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of:
AMORY ALLEN, father of Brian Allen, from 
the Barbash/Allen family
NORMAN H. COHEN, father of Glenda 
McConn, from Glenda & Mark McConn 
ANNA PERL, mother of Paul, from Laurie & 
Paul
In memory of MARVIN SANDLER, from Jan 
& Hank Pohl

Rabbi Steve & Andrea Glazer  
Eldercare Assistance Fund 

To mark the yahrzeit of:
My mother, RACHEL ADLER, from Bernice 
Malamud
BERNARD FAGELSON, father of John 
Fagelson, from Karen & John Fagelson
In memory of ISOBEL SHEIFER, mother of 
Stuart Sheifer, from Karin Twilde-Sheifer & 
Stuart Sheifer

Religious Articles Fund
To mark the yahrzeit of FRED MOSKOWITZ, 
brother of Paul Moskowitz, from Susan & 
Paul Moskowitz

Sisterhood Megan’s Muse Fund
In memory of RUTH BURACK, mother of 
Gail Shor, from Karan & Steve Robinson

Zelman Cantorial Fund
In appreciation of:
DAVID CERNY, for all his efforts in 
coordinating Shabbat service leaders, from 
Debbie & Marty Zelman
SUSAN DILLES, for all her efforts in 
coordinating Torah and Haftorah readers, 
from Debbie & Marty Zelman
ROBYN FEUERBERG, for all her efforts as 
our Zoom floor gabbai for Shabbat services, 
from Debbie & Marty Zelman

Memorial Board
A plaque has been dedicated in memory of 
ANJEL BENROMANO, from Sandy & Sapat 
Mitrani
A plaque has been dedicated in memory of 
BERNICE GREENE, from Ellen & Stephan 
Greene
A plaque has been dedicated in memory of 
BARBARA GARFINKEL GOLDLUST, from 
Suzanne Goldlust
A plaque has been dedicated in memory of 
BERNARD BUD REYNOLDS, from Barbara & 
Jay Myerson

Contributions from Thoughtful People
This article lists monthly donations that were received in the office by February 28, 2021.

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
As of July 1, 2021, we will need to 
increase the price of the memorial plaques 
from the current price of $360/plaque to 
$400/plaque, due to an increase in costs 
to Beth Emeth.  It has always been our 
practice to maintain prices of plaques 
for as long as possible, allowing you to 
memorialize your loved ones. We plan to 
continue this practice and hope that you 
continue to support Beth Emeth while 
remembering your beloved family and 
friends.Eden Sensenbrenner

REALTOR®
Cell 571.918.1545

Office 703.938.4200
eden@lnf.com

www.longandfoster.com/EdenSensenbrenner

Vienna/Oakton
309 Maple Avenue W
Vienna, VA 22180
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NATIONAL 
FUNERAL HOME • MEMORIAL PARK 

> KING DAVID MEMORIAL GARDENS < 

FALLS CHURCH

NationalFH-MP.com

The cost of living keeps going up.

The cost of your funeral doesn’t have to.

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now 
and your cost will be locked in.

Proudly serving the Jewish faith in Falls Church since 1933.  
Call 703-560-4400 to speak with an associate today.

These are the currently available Board-designated funds. Fund descriptions and online form are available at bethemeth.org/contibutions-funds.

Date: _____  From: ____________________________   $ Enclosed: ______   Fund:__________________

o To Mark the Yahrzeit of:    o In Memory of:     o In Honor of:    o In Appreciation of:    o Speedy Recovery to:
___________________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgement to: ______________________________________________________________    

Acts of Loving Kindness Fund
Adult Program Fund
BEECC Families-in-Crisis Fund
Building Fund
Ebstein-Magun Israel Quest Fund
Faye Gottlieb Cascio Education Fund
General Fund
Keruv Fund

Kitchen Fund
Library Fund
Marilyn Rosenberg Memorial Fund
Megan Miriam Berman Youth Fund
Milton & Shirley Weiner  
   Scholar-in-Residence Fund
Oneg/Kiddush Fund
Paula Comer Slavsky BEECC Fund

Prayer Book Fund
President’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Steve & Andrea Glazer     
   Eldercare Fund
Religious Articles Fund
Rubel Memorial Fund
Scholarship Fund

Security Fund
Sisterhood Camp Cash Fund
Sisterhood Megan’s Muse Fund
Torah for Tots Fund
Torah Fund
Weisel Memorial Fund
Zelman Cantorial Fund

To honor or memorialize your loved one, fill out this form 
and return it to the office. Please make checks payable 
to Congregation Beth Emeth. A minimum contribution 
of $18 is required for a notification to be sent. All 
contributions will be acknowledged in The Shofar unless 
you check here: oAnonymous donation

Make a Donation: 
#
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Shofar

 

Trust your heart to the very best.

Virginia Heart is the region’s premier cardiovascular group.  
With over 40 expert physicians in 9 locations throughout Northern Virginia, 
you have access to some of the top cardiovascular specialists in the area.

For Appointments Call: 703.621.4501

Check us out on Social Media too!

Stuart E. Sheifer, MD, FACC Robert A. Shor, MD, FACC

INSIDE THE SHOFAR 
 2 Virtual Show with Mentalist Alain Nu/ 
  JTS: Racial Justice & Jewish Values

 3 President’s Message/Rabbi Search   
  Committee Town Hall Forums

 4 Hazak/Adult Education  
 5 Men’s Club Yom Ha-Shoah Yellow Candles/ 
  Community Yom Ha-Shoah Commemoration

 6 COVID Task Force Update/Cantorial Student  
  Returns Virtually/Mitzvah of the Mikvah

 7 Sisterhood Shabbat/Why Join Sisterhood?

 8 House & Facilities Committee    
 9 Why Automate/New Payment Policy/ 
  MyCBE/Online Directory

 10 Building a Legacy/Grateful for Your Gifts

 11 Social Action/Cool Green Bag

 12 B’Not Mitzvah/Food Truck @CBE!

 13 School News/Thank You, Jewish Federation/ 
  BEECC Registration Now Open!   
 14 What’s New at the Judaica Shop?

 15 Around CBE/BEECC Adventures/Camp   
  STARs/Camp Counselors Wanted

 16 Widow-Widower Support/CBE Anniversaries

 17 Contributions

 18 Donation Form


