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It is very exciting to be writing my first article for the 
Shofar as the new director of BEECC, the Beth Emeth 
preschool.  I have been a Jewish educator all of my 
professional career, in day schools, supplementary schools 
and in preschools.  It is a profession that, once you step in 
the door of a school, you quickly feel at home; so much 
seems familiar.  That has been especially true here, at 
Beth Emeth, where I have been welcomed warmly by 
both the professionals and members of the synagogue. 
I am impressed with how supportive families are of the 
school and how much the teachers love being part of 
the community.  I am so excited to meet the children on 
September 8 and I know that we, as a school, will be ready 
to start a wonderful year of learning.

There is no denying that we are living during difficult 
times and last year at this time we had no idea that we 
would be trying to live our lives with the challenges of 
COVID-19.  Despite the depressing stories on the nightly 
news, despite the major changes in how we live our 
lives each day, despite everything, our young children 
continue to explore, experiment, take risks, learn new 
skills, express their thoughts and ideas, smile, laugh, give 
love and are open to love.  If we listen carefully and if 
we engage thoughtfully and authentically, we may learn 

from them how to find joy in unexpected places.  If you 
listen to the life and energy of a preschool class, you will 
hear how life can be lived – with gusto, with curiosity, 
and with wonder.  It is our job as preschool staff to be 
aware and responsive, to give children the space and the 
setting to grow and flourish.  All of this can happen with 
masks, with physical distancing, with whatever is the new 
normal.

The Prophet Isaiah 11:6, in his vision of a world of peace 
and security he writes:
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A WONDERFUL YEAR OF LEARNING

…and a calf and a lion cub and a fatling [shall lie]   
together, and a small child shall lead them.

While we are very far from Isaiah’s vision, this is a time 
that we can focus on our children, not just to protect them, 
but rather to learn from them.  We are challenged by our 
children to find joy, to be grateful, and to find wonder in 
each day of our lives. These difficult times demand that we 
find these qualities so that we can live a life of meaning.  
How lucky we are as preschool educators to be able to 
experience life through the eyes of our preschoolers.


