
Friday, November 4th, 2022 
 
Dear families, 
 
When I was much (much) younger, my family went to a “Salute to Children” event the 
day before President Clinton’s first inauguration. Guests included Kermit the Frog, 
Raffi, and Mr. Rogers. This must have become a core memory for me, since I have 
watched and loved and learned from Mr. Rogers every day between then and now. Mr. 
Rogers has impacted countless lives and respected and humanized young children in 
this country (if you haven’t watched his congressional testimony for funding PBS, I 
highly recommend it) and the world. Out of all of the amazing things he said and wrote, 
there is one line that is etched in my brain and imprinted on my heart: “Play is the work 
of childhood.” 
 
Play is the work of childhood. Play is the most important part of childhood. Play is 
necessary for childhood. Play defines childhood. 
 
Play is the foundation of learning for early childhood and beyond. Play is how children 
interact with, and therefore learn from, the world around them. While they do learn pre-
numeracy and pre-literacy skills, they get so much more than an academic foundation. 
They form the basis of their social-emotional schemas and skills. They learn what it 
means to be a friend, what it means to be kind, and what it means to be empathetic. 
They learn how to communicate with themselves and with others. They learn it’s ok to 
feel sad, mad, or scared. They develop their curiosity and imaginations. They develop 
confidence, bravery, and resilience.  
 
BEECC is a play-based preschool. Over the last two months since the school year 
started, I’ve been thinking about what it means to be based on play. Yes, that is the 
foundation of what we do – but shouldn’t it be at the heart of everything we do? Children 
have precious limited time to play in this society; why shouldn’t we make the most out 
of that time? 
 
Our educators are playful, compassionate, dedicated, generous, and kind. As a 
community, let’s lean into those traits they embody every day and embrace play 
together. Rather than being based on play, let’s be full of play. After all, it’s what Mr. 
Rogers wanted for children. And I think he would want that for all grownups too. 
 
Shabbat shalom, 
Jocelyn 
 


